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Tut. nbjqcts nf a tc:i:t-bcKik stwiiild hu fim to HimiiUtft interest^ 
to iiUisfy Xlml intL-re^ii up to a cun Ain jKitnXj anil 
thiirUy to laijjcaic lu ivltn wish to bf:y^>a^l ihai jToiiit 
bv what pat Ilf: tbp}' nmy at Loin ii> fuller knowh^lger. I hi: two 
first gJ thnw objnetB I have enrkavMiinrJ tc ki^v[y Ijclorc iiit^ while 
writing tiilv book^ aii'J ihr tlitril is partiLilly fti!fihei.l by rnv 
Bihli^igraphjv 

Bpariag iii tnm\ tint Uu:^ that tlw t»uk is tfilcfidcii fw sehnotB 
aod for bludenti who are not alrtatiy exp^rt^ in she matters 
treatttl «t, I havt; lonfiiicil my^df tu the laoie impyiiant or 
diuraeteriBtic fealUrKi ul tach subic’et. atul have striven to state 
them as simply and ludsHy as For the same reaiion, 

wliun 1 liavtf t|tuited medu-val h'nglisii wtiK-rs I have not lii^itatcd 
to moficmiw I he s]M-lting or mvkfi to iiol«t Slote a tiii>rli:i n word 
for it$ oliscikte o|nivn1eiit whin I x:oii^ihtined Uiat iha orifpmit 
wimJd be a sliimbliiitt-ldsKk JH the way id th^,- unwary. My 
tpiolatioos aitjimportaiit for llif'ir iTi&*tidng, and it ti 
thiit the reader sliould grasi) that nitxiiiiji|r thun that he diotUd 
tui’i’e the exact orlgind Ikefort \m eyt.^ and U; left to gape 
araiuctilly il imlarniliar combinalion^ of vowels and ct*it^nuiits 
lint ruj One vriU be TrtfiTe jiSeAjed than inSi'^d tl any readirrs- are 
mox'ed to Uim to those nfiginals anil tackle them fur theinselv^ 
The Social Ufcol the Middle Agmeau nrdy In- proiwly tinderstni^l 
by ihe intifnate study of ihc vast mass ol conftised and frag^ 
Dicntary retnains which that life ba^ luJt beliinil^ and tt is from 
no foolish modes^ly that I would point to the illtisttnlions, taken 
from medieval sourccg^ as in softne wa}"3 the moBt valuable pan 
of the whole book 



7 fit U i?//J r>> (jiUrd ittU iivit 

TMr ftihflhiiatUf f iht CiJi W\h fj\it tkt Cih v/ f/umuit 

F.i/i, siAi^A II difrttird ntl? Mrvfn ^fcUrif^^, fitch rtpr^icniin/^ tinr bjf 
Sn.'rn Jhftdiy Simt und lir c^ff^tp^ndiKg Vhtur. tu ik* cfnire Skuk 
aiEif Indmiry. Mfikl And G^nfr^titv ; 

ikti GiuUi^ny and Tcmpn^vtcf, Lrckt^y *nd CktuUlv ■ la tkf /r/f a/ tht 

A*t^fT And raiut\£i , tkit ITiu^y dM4^ Fric^# amd 








CONTE N T S 


I, iKTiiouucrrDN . . . . zi 

It, asL-NTKY l-Il'K .... 3b 

III, TOWN LIFE. (*3 

[\\ HOME LtFK. 

V. THE CHUKQ-I AXl> HELIGrON . tfi^ 

VT EDUCATEON . m 

Vli. LlTEEATUItE , , . . ,150 

VIJl. AUT AND SCIENCE , , . tp 

rX. WAfiFAtiE. Ifib 

X. LAW ANt» OklJER . . * . =15 

Xr. INUCSTRY, noVDfwANT) FlKAKCn 233 

Xli. AS’OStEX.=4'> 

xnr. wayfakinc . aWt 

aiBUOGHAPJfV. 2fi3 

. 2K 5 


INDEX 




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 


Fwtiv'illJtt fVirtcTO JUliJI Altot Mnaesim; tafly^dst^iTSsilJi- 
i^fqiryry E3tek of Uoutm) . . .. 

Tlitr lK€rl 4 of Qccd aiuT (Biht STc-Ofrnovi^iw. r^arti, MS 

“ fcpnxi iiift) |,KTVTiii^qq tif Ciimle A- li* fii ffPJW li» 

AfSS tii CAi4 ds l)iM€U) • ^ i t J&cinjf Ci^hlvnli 

Countiy Diiniini; XJuacuiq^ i^SS. Egiciton alisl * * J* 

A Mi^V Pay nh^w^^ F^rty fJHincp Ctiiia^, Chantilly : rejarnducal Uy 
permission til ^LM rJon-Nonifil Oe, Utfta Ui^ Ihm 

dlt ditt J 3 &erw\} .... 1 1 -1 


A Leper, (Hepf<iduoed t»y pcTinK’^iFwt rroiii Ovf Huudttii .MSS^ \^f 

itrwry V4J/» Ml’i 731* *7 

Clmritj (Jbi4, ^tS- rg) , . ^ i? 

The Hrruii Acta of Merry, KciVFruiafll^. M^s, raprcH 

dqc<4 h>' perniifsiaii of DiirriiitJ, 

2.fl .IfiqiufHr#/funrnom/tl , ^ 

£«rj1 or lUflkrtp llaiiity ctf PurUmn MiiBeEiTn) * , * Zl 

Houghing. (Bfittfth Mtineum, Kiji^rtoq rt|7l ^ * i 1 

.Agriciitture HiifJ the Appfe MArinffl- (Blihiih Nttiteiimk A*hJi MS. 

igjxol . . , . ,. 

itiUhlLnua Siockfl^e. tReptijiJuttra by pcniils?^wn of M- PjeJt=ricSw 

Verhig, froTit fiteiiLhiiiiiwn, fAfr f^au/M^PPiij * • . 4a 

A SolCO(( t>K^ptqiigh jSaicon C^cE)iltr> . r - * p 41 

The MiiPPiiff Farmy^ird iHirpfiulMt-n J liy petmilnioti n# MM H^mt 
IjerrrUjt Rom UmA P«JW, ij* Jifluupni'i^ i /ViufMrff dt LlmJ 


tOO&) , . » d . . -fj 

A HAr^Tst Scene. litynum, Add pij 

Sowing (Rruuph Miiiu!]um+Add. # » * » 

A Vitiflgfl SWIW- j|HljUllIllir;di L’lTirpTttir^l . * , - , |t 

ShrpiKffrda j [^eoQ PiTTVJit op. ceI-] » « + ^ 4. 

llu^PEt-grUk, (Bidtnh Miiiemmi, Etoyal MS k- IV| 1, , * 

Witer-mill. iLMtlrtKl FtoiRcr i (^hoto Ceucll A Co.) . « » 

WinrtrtiHl. (IMIcUti, MS. 4 £C 4 ) ^ * . IS 

Hcrjpmaitd the R«ve. { Munum, KoydJ US. a Q k!i 4 ^ ^ 



Lht (ff 


and HAiTCt«/ii3i;. ( 3 iuw CfuiilA. Clurimtiily ; Dutti«u, <^. tit.j 6l 
Thrcahiin^. iBritiali MuMUin. Add, .^Si2<^|l , , , ^ 6a 

A Street in Iba F-iftKiiiU Ceslttry. thn eninLiture hy jenA 


I'QliqiiCt) . . - > . . * i. . * 65 

.^rarkei Sulla. |.DJbl. BmSKia. "SiS * * ^7 

A StjHt (Bocile cii^ Ff^iiira cn tll4 coilccdon of Coui^t Dctirten ; 

irproduced bj' FKnni3^()A &f MSL O, van Oe*t «t Cic, Icofn ipi 

Cj|i«n ri«J 4 t round Canibhrlge, {L4.^ati, * 71 


A FntiidLLli^ttK BakiiiL (RepitHtuad by prnnliaioti from 1l}« d tit'iit 

FiimaintheRfcoidt OEfscA. GudilSialiU ^ - * 7 ^ 

A Titvtm ^ll]i ifca Altt-Jrtabe. IDrEttiii AfiiriHURi, Rdval &1 S. to E. iv^ . 77 

[ntrrLorol a Tavcm. iLoii^rullfB, f.^i dfli juittf^lidjjiVfj, t) . ^79 

A floyjil PiXNCtagsOtJ furb. MS Iran^, sSrj; Tf^oibicct] 

by pejiTimton of MM C. van Oest et Qt, iroro H- MiirtAn, La 
Minm$UMf*^n^fttudMXiif**a\V*Si^iit^ , , , , £| 

Wrtfatling. iHJbi NatC^4rlt, M^r lrnn^r^jl^l; pbnto Dif^tu! . « 8j 

A Firr. iHibJ. Kat.« Fun^ MS, franf. plkt^to CAfuliif . . S5 

Thr CsttagKir. the Cmltinnan, riuJ xbc Noble. (Hqmnaduced by per* 
odaoion of La librnidti centraJe 4 m BcaiiX^Atta llcm BoutiiOt. 
L 4 tn>jilT>n if^a , * , . 

OAkhdtti Caaile HalL {Fmm Turner and r'arkar, £>iiPwarin 

*f.dw#.n) . , - , p . . > * !JJ 

A HtimMe ^knl (Bibl rAr«efiai» Patii. US- 6O4 ; Ef. Martin^ 

«P I .. 9 f 

A Bleb ILuu^yet. |MuJ^*e CondL CbanlilJy ■ Durtieu. op, idt l . 157 

DjuuJnit. iHritlsJi Mu^^utrip Hoyat MS. 2 B via) .... ij*> 

A Cardco. iBdii^ AfuncBm, MS Harley ++isj » * . - lot 

SnppcT hy CandlitlEgbt (Ifriiiib Add. MS. roa^aj) - . idj 

A GomocE Cbeaa. (Bdil. Nat., MS Inui^. 313 ; rvprotluecd by 

ponniaaioji ol CaUln Frdret twm Ouder^, ^ f^nTradi) . f0| 

A RodrlLnii klirr. (BabI . Nat.^ Par», MS. fran^ . i1 , plioto Cimlal « I of 

A Uatb. {HEbI da L'Aracnal, E^irii-, MS raprodnJictl bj pvrmtia- 

■ioD of Sl^l. Van O^at tit Cie. Iroiia li. MiiHiii. &occ:izw *L 

^mn^ F^nwj 107 

M»a, [Bntiah Ma^nu). Aifd. MS. i5t»97> . . . * * I n 

A UfAhop and a Friar PfcachSu^. (FittwEUiAin CarnbrEiLi^ 

MS.2J) 

13 AA 


B 







Lhf aj lilustratioiu 


tn HilmL l hy |wrmij$ic9 <ti E, 

Dbdn^l Vdlaj^ frani DurteJ^. tMr XldJ4^r| . ^ > .117 

IUpb4Jqi. iFiW Huv.* ikuJ-iiU. ilS, 9^15 1 Kpltducai by pef“ 

< 3 i M^r. 0- Vim Otft €t fioai Dufn-eu, La ^Ifi'ni'jfEFr^ 

^iTfffjnuir j ^ . A ^ . h fl'^ 

Sx. llrcttd^LC MitM:um. MS T-gcntMi ri^5) « « « 

Q4>i9lcTB. (JdibT t'iils, MS- iJnEii^, : phnto Ci&l^) . 1:7 

Mimks bn Chttr^ NisL. l^ij, 51^ l^riLRC 

4:At4bt) p . . , ^ ^ , XJfJ 

A iBiUl HiMt , Fiiiii. MS. Ut Sfi+O ! photqCtttiiSiil . . 131 

S'vuiLlljciri Biibieft [^Vllkiulit. AIo^iijmckJ) l^l| , » 1,14 

Tha Ituxbijii SdiWillMy-. iliibi il^lii Vilic U? tyoftii , , - i 

prdyfnK at Sc-lu^b IkTHiky 

A UniviETiity Lp^tute. iJSnlalJi MknePaa, Ruyal MS. fL in^ » . 

TJiPSnifftLlhicrAl Am. tliiitiaho 4 ^ de Usi^ 4 Tiit^DtnTrhf 3 r Bi^nv^l-lfrn^ 

Tiiul 4 f^pEaljllccel by |K!rinli^jon ftcmi lluii^litt 

IxiTi . . » . # 4^ V . I # . 14^ 

Mmon (Loggaq* ^ . . 147 

Tills rtirmin; k. drpti^ Cliriti 1 College, Cambridgr, ttlS 

I 7 IJ * ■ I " r ' ’ * . tjl 

r.l)d 4 J^«T ra 4 iiijSlit& Ilk iCorpvt CItikU Culkp?-^ (!jinlkTJd|V'. 

. . I . b . . . . . tSJ 

ICtnit ArtlitiT And 11 N Tublw- (liiliJ Twl^i fcprotliMcd 

by pcrniiAiinn o4 MAEr 11qi:bpi1;l* nt L'itv jiorq L^ii^D^ /ifufkiip-r 

liluilrif di ^ ^ , J ^7 

CliAUCct. j|ijfiiiib Miiiii'imji. J^iiVaI 17 11 vi| , . 

OcxJbT<<. (jUKbiMb Mu^utn.. ^iVj-uiiilel lA} ^ , i6,i 

* LM by A Bttctw?.*' \ fttpiodureil by iwEiiijajumk fium Ow Utin4r*j 

MSSr^ffthnwy Yaii* Tki\mp^wn^ }kl^ ^X[ , , ^ „ m) 

rriwtcn m^rk ol Caiti^ni | Repioiluccd by ficmu^ion Ifom li. U. 

ktPii:/j * |fV7 

Sugi&s«i( A Fbcy. tTllbl. Nai., Pitrk, kAis; « itq 

lyATral Vii^lt. CtTPU^ %Vit9dfii VAtihlng , , . ■ t*} 

Fl)Httg Btittrr^ .. . * . I7 j 

The lirtoili^ -W ijnX Jii^lgonldUL {iKtTpt«4iirbi:l hf pi^rraksinq from 

jf pf AiAfn/i>flii^liv.] , (77 

A MS- of like Wiiir-ltetlrr idiixki (Ctut^w^jctb UbcsiyT U«ta4ictp}iiAl 

dT Adilksi^Dld} * P , . .r « ^ 4 « 11^ 







Lht aj J/luttrffmns 


MnaicaT tQStfUiturtttj iif ths lauitP«fiUi c>fntiiTy. 

fykwK\ ; pJ^jma Frati)]li BociCA^ * , , 

TheT>octD(r^i Hciiiw. (Eriiiih Mittcnm, Raya! E. it) , 

A Rittlr Sciofija. (EiJbl Imp., Vl(taiMr ^ ; rtiTtodlitFQd prr- 

TTHwrao ef Comte de b jacmiv iiom ifttilttin ^ U S^iUf framcaii^ 
irff ^ ^ , 

htakin^ H Kmgbl- (Ceilidh Jhfusfujn, SiS, CaHtPXi S'ijto D, i) ^ ,, 

pLtEAj^ng a. Hotii* MytmtEzn. Royil M C. Vii| 

Atciirrsn. (Boitliriaii, Btxlby , - . - . „ 

Hie istiiir[c3-«^T at iht BaHJa of (nayrtts: Tapestry ■ 

pboto VltfVFU ftnJ Alhert Museum) * ^ , 

Gf^tter StaJk-Fbie uf Sir KiiJpN IJiiawtt (ffepTtttiKerl fttmi Tkf 

AwriMof^ by pemaij^iim eJ J, M. R^Fuml. Ivi-|, Ccwi^ 

itabZe 4k Qa^ jcna ibc authe i il inn of WiiLiI«yrC^urtlvl - 
!&eal of Kitbanl ^cvQta, Karl of War^^ick^ ff^iriidLiccfL liom TA# 
Uy n. Roxmij. Esq , anil Mcxnv. Con* 

■tabled Co.) ... . , , . . . 

A TmittEinient. (BritlflJj Muiunim MS Cottcui |uiimi E, iv) , * 

A MdI^. c i^nD (BrillAb Muimum. &luau4 ^ ^ 

A (Brilkti MdMUiii, %IS Oittnu Kero E. |l ||| ^ 

Altatk DU a CaaULe. tBibJ Koy,, Bra±MtUj , r - . ^ 

Seal of llastiTEdi iBrhlBb My icufflS . - . , * 4 

Slupa of the fEltfenth ceutur^*. iBiljL Imp , Vieimj,^ j hy 

pcrmwiirTi of Gointq di* Li Stordr, <Tp cii.) - ^ _ i 

Tba Coiiri ot Krug-* Bench, flfeprodiitod by pcTtniiwioii iram 

« TnUiir to £\ti-ntinn AJitwn^m. Ro%-dl Mii, so C. 

Vll) 

Crilciil by Combat. iCurla Rtcia Rbll^ atk* ptiub^ CawlI X Co J , 
ilangiilKr. (Bibl. P'arh, iti^. frAii^. giqS j; pboio CflHaia,» , , 

bidCkJL (fDiiBsh lIuHfriEni. Roy4J MS loE|vy , , . , 

AB esca^krJ CfimiiULl tukliEg Sumitiiarv /Dtitoh. Miuemtt Royal 

MS:ioErv) . . . . . ; 4 . 

Sbqpa iUjN. da E'AiKiml^ MS. m ^ , 

lliniDg. fifFAf ilfiJa/AiTri, rjOiJ * , * ^ * . * 

OnJTiineji. i BTTtiihMimuni. RovaI^IS- ff E. ti] # * . ^ 

A Fwb^KUiti i Reproduced by permi^icn Iioes Ont fTu^ft^ M5S. d/ 
ShKfV Vatit |’Ajrifep<E,«| + . * . . * 


1ft 

1 S 3 

t%7 

igi 

m 

igj 

a^j 

70| 

Ilk 

ifj 

ttT 

Jig 

Slji 

4J? 

m 

t4| 







Ujt oj lUustrathm 


A MrtrhaAt <^n AcfOUlttA, 

Ah Ttitlbn ^rimctSrfidft. |llTiltif)i Si 1 .u»um, Add. MS, » . J 4 S 

Hi 5 Hflitu^uriffr. (Ctiart|» CatbediiiK}iJij^ Et. » J51 

Add MS. 533 lj^ p « p 25 $^ 

UifVi-mAk\ti^. ^J 3 ttti-l| My^um, Aild. MS. iai]6> - .» ^ 

A MX tb« Cla tEtvb P^eti. f Kfepftxl iittd by permUsioa tii 

Krmt t^roux h<ym R^iitacb, FfjHcr#} » 

The ftinjuewifE^ a CotM. LOdnuuii Breviary: |]hOt^ Fcrd- Ort|[ajjLfl| ss? 
Kibbo^AVsaving, {Dedleiae^ DDiics 1441 p . « , 

The Steepte llriidHlrra, (lltbi, Imp,, S'trfinji, i$57 | rtjpTfttliwd 
bv peraiueioji et WhX. O. \kh Xmwi rt Oe, in*m l;umcB, Lit 
j^r««lrllUi^/^JIndnd4l i6j 

Httfthuftil-Tafning. (ButtrdI Bwillvi; jalocp . . JOi 

Old l,«ncli 3 ti tindge (VefctehHr 5 ■ Vkw cd London ^ iDid) * , atiirj 

Way£*rcrfl ^BriliiK Mu-KJttHl^. vluerfs M^iyH l^tirfi _ * _ a?I 

A I^rudDcr in ■ Cart fBibit, Roy., SIS 9144 ; reptodbted by 

pcrmiujgn td MM- C. vitu Got wt C» Jnam R, U* Uit 

b*Stti . 27 ^ 

The Stetina of St. Eilmdml- (Riltiaih MiiumD, MS. 

Tijfl i^hfiHP oi St WiTdam of Yflfk i d t^A . 275 

FohiDg-bcHta of tlju iillarntb cflHuary. | Fmm & IIS. fottuttiy in liw 
Sational fdVruyp Tiirid* dnimini by (m in 1904 ; ri^pfodo^ 
hy pcrmiaaioii it MM G van cl Cie. finm DiurLeu, Lm 
Mtmstimt . J 77 

Jht Enrl of \Varwb;k tiatting ott • Pa^rlnwEC. (Bnluh Atnsim}, 

MS. Colton Juliuj E.iv) ^ ^ p , , , . 37^ 






I 

INTRODUCTION 



R^-DYAKn Ktpokc, atioui: private 

syldicrs in the days before the CreaL War* wlicii 
they were nut with ibe general public, 

protested dial they w'tre not ' p[a£tcr saints ' 
blit human Heah aJid bloody ' most rensarkabty 
like you \ TlKirc is a general tcndcpey to think 
of mcdicvnl mi-n imd women as if they wern 
Eiii± saints or devih as vec see on churcbeSp 
carved in stone: but the more we study Uiedi 
tlie niure we rralii-e tliat Uiey were iltrsb iiiid 
bloody most ttimarlLaibly like tia, Ed’vvotd T, 
* th« Greatusi ol the JUaniagEtieis' aiad " Uio 
IlaiTiiiuT ol the Scvts\ is a fine h^e of a kingp 
!iut hu takes un a new intcresi for us when wo 
find turn buying loy^—a jpily painteil crqasbow 
or a miKiul cart—fur hb cbikircn and paying 
forfeits to the ludit’^r of the court ii they cart 
catch him in oil Euder 3lrniilay nioming^ (jf 
when we n>fud his Icttcn Li> his mother ami find 
him making llurSamu wl of feeble Liltli! inlttn^le 
j ukes dint we make in our hi tm humei limn an 
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mtturc Virry much lUe ^lame ii\ tke Mulillti Agirs as it is now; 
(tiw us ari! at our brightest ami beat bpfon; bri!iikrast* ,iiid it 
is pk^a^aUit fa ftiol a writi-r m tiu* twelfth centqry^ fs4\ing of onii 
of file Kcrrman tonquuruis of In^land : ' This man was such tliat 
in the Tuoining !ie was petivish anti irritabtLS huE after uatiitg 
giinemus and giKtri-temthiiredT eootteous and liberal to all," 

But if human naiun* wai nmch the same, tiitcotuiititjm of lifts 
were very different h and if we are to iindcr^ajid our ancstors 
xne TEiu^t tty and look at the facts of their live from tiicir ovm 
poi nta of viE^HT. I .hit g t anvianb nf U vi ng, of tomfort ^ and motali 15% 
arc Ycry diifLTctit irom those of the bliddlc Agas^ by which term 
wf3 mean the thqurand years from the conquest ol BriTain by ihe 
SajTons to the reifm Heury VIII, and more panktilarly the 
Um five hundred yeai> of that period- Even during those five 
liiiridi'ed years stUTulanils chiiiignl very mueli in si>nic ways, biit, 
taking the jHjdod as u whole, the ^bditte Ages are fairly sharply 
separated from mod'jni limes by the chojlges which took pi pee 
in tlie suHiternth i:entuiy\ If we wish to realise the condiLious of 
metiEcvaJ life hy Ukokiug at esebtiug ronjlition^ vve nuist tuni not 
to modcrri iLngland but to such a district as the Balkan Slates, 
where life is lived- or wu3» up to the time of the late w^ar—in 
very much the same way as it was in England in the iouitccntfi 
comury, 

Bri:3use the rnodem and medieval standards of livtiuj ate 
diilercnt* it dois not follow' rhat eifhnr is ‘ higher^ or * tow'er* 
than the other. Thor the hom&a of the greatest Norniafi borons 
larked the "bath (h. and c.) and usual omccs^ found b the 
Immbl^t houses of to day does not alter the fact that those 
lords lived m luiurs": they had every comfori that they could 
imagine; iinrl therdore they w’ere just os luxunoua m any mcKlem 
miUionatre surr^uinded by every comiDri that hf can think of; 
for luxury, and even comfort, u emirciy a maiter of comparison. 
W'e need not wasie our pity upon our ancestors; tlicy iliil not 
require it- Life b ^wayis the same in all penods; nanicly* 
comfoTtabJe for ilie ncli and less comforloblc for the poor, theii 
sense of discomioir being dLicnmnod by tlir luxury w^htcli 
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they feel they might hav<i aiid cantint get t so that wr may s^y 
that the most CTmiortablf: slate of stwrECiy is that in tvbich 
i£ least diiierenee beliveeii the po-nr autl the rich; ami such 



.1 Mdy D^y Party : c, f ^Jfr, 


A Slate ti-as tP hr (iiund in the early IMiJihe Ages rather than m 
tki; present Mereiiver, catnforl h nut ttsc sante thing as 

nappinesii; and if -Ai? have tilscovcrcil a great deai about the art 
of making ourselves cotnfoitablu, v'e hnio lofet wmethisg of the 
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art of getting joy out of life. This is nattir;^. for in the iiididle 
Ages iiic natioiv was m its ydudb^ and joy is tlie juork of yoiitb 
os comfort is of tiie elderly; for cxanr^jile, Uitf young con enjoy 
tlie simple pleasurci, aadsTOi the simple dlscdnifons, oi camplitg 
out, uiiiiii tlidr dders prefttr to sit down m dnU cainhn to 
punctual meaU where lltc femd unindniiiniicELtly free from xUv 
liavdgr of wockI and to sleep in beds w^hkh arc neither 

gpraistfil by mole-hllk ntjr frequented by iiarwi^s. 1'he cto'Jer 
vvr look Ai miKlieval England, the more we shall fed indined lo 
picture jt as yonng aiol hardy and joyous. To hegm with, the 
country' WAS (tiU of colour. The eliunzhei^ glowed with 
glaki aUil painted wails, the dieidcs of ihe wealthy, mt^n as Wfrit 
as uumen, gcirgeons mid btjUhitit, aud if the |stasanlrj^ wort 
iTKire ^erdcirable riisvils imii hrown& and blues, tJicy ii^iiahy 
qianagt^ai to intnwhice i\ (pla^h of red ur ollief bright colour in 
llidr hiHxh; or ktrehiefs. And the wmtitry full of i^ong. 
Though tliv Eiij^lLsIi wi'fe nol mi tin voted tn mii^c as the Wdsh 
or ilie Irifili, ainl though tlie men of thu s^jUih countn,^ were, 
in the twelfth ccrotury, less hineftd titan tht northerners, ycE 
they were .1 ntu$kal rve ^ and with tfm ringing w'ctit dandng;, 
and nnwhere did the*country danceftnnrUh mure than in [England. 
Fit-i£Sti'|)hen, w^ho wnilc a dr^cripiifm oi Lontlon at the end of 
the twelfth century, tells of the Ejancitig in tho fields, which 
Vironght l*> a eliajii* a holiday fullnf tht escitpment of hrarw racing, 
gaineA of bail and iniink iniirmincnti. His whole nrcount of 
n holiiUy crowd in. or rather outside. London is jiill of the joy 
uf life* and may be compared wilfi a imjdem bank- holiday crowd 
un Hauifistead I^kath by any one who thinks that the people of 
Nnirruin Hngliind were dull (^rtiarian^: 

' Eeciy^ year on Shruve Tiniz^day ifte seb+wiboys deliglit ihf'm^ 
selves all th«‘ fcir^noon in cock-tiL^liting : after dinner ull tiio 
youths go into Uie helda to phLV at bnjf The scholars of cvcr>' 
sciiool fiavo their ball or staJi in iht-ir hamU ; the andent bind 
wenltliy imm of the city Come forth on liDtscback scr Uic sport 
of the yonng mid tn tako part in the pleasure of belmlding 
I heir ii^iiity, hv^ rv FrlrLiy in Ijini 4 tonipaijy of y^mtig mt-n 
comes into tht fidj on horseback, and tiin bt“si hotspman con* 
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ductcCU llie rest. Tlwn march forth the citbens' sons ami odier 
vourg mrji, V^■^th hltint kncci and diietda, .tmi llicre limy pmct^ 
ieals of war. In thi> Easier holidays IheV fight bailies on the 
Mater. A sUiclil is Itanged upon a pole fixed in the middle of the 
ri^vr \ 3. b<Q3t f= prep^redi To be cained. bv tlie swiu sitTe^nip 
wltliDiit oats; m ihsf forrr mtt standsth a young man 

rtidv to give clcirgc upon tuc shic) d wi t h bis lance; if sfl ha be 
breakeih hb lance uiwin ihe^bietd and dolli no_l falU He b tlicjtigbt 
lt> ttave perfoirntid a wortjiv dted- If so be breaKiiig bis 

Unce be mnnclii stionj^lv iw^insi the shield, dovvn hi- Wlcih int^p 
ihe vt'atcr, bjr ibe boat Is carried softly with tin; tide ; but 
each side of tbe shield ride bo:dS, mih yo^g men, which 
re^ni* him that (alJclIi as soon as they may. I JHin ibe hndge, 
vvhafles and houses bv ibe ruersldc srand great numlx'rs to 
and laugh thereat. !ii the holy tlayi aU thi' swnrriitit thr. yoaltiB 
are excrcisefl in Icapmgp dancing, shooting, w’rcstling. cjistmc ihe 
stone* .ind praetking their ^hickts ; the njatdeus trtp tci tlu-tr 
timbrds and dance ^ long su-» they cait well Me. 

Some fom- hundred years later John Stovre records bow ho had 
' in the sumcmet season seen, some njjon llic rlA'cr of Tiiames 
TOWi:d jji wbcjTio3,^’yrith stavf^s in tlieic hand;^. Hat at the lore end* 
riTTiniiig one auotluT amb lor the most pirr, one or both 

fjvortbroAvii and well ducked \ But the Mhldle Ayes word giviri^ 
place lo a more staid and sober wiurn Stow'o \y^ an old man, 
tiTid he regretluUy records that ' the yuiitlis of tliis t-ity have also 
used on holy dayes after i\.vcning prayer, at thtHr moi^itfr? duors* 
to esercise ihoir cndgds and bucklers : and the iiuddijits, one 
of tiiom on a tmibrolb in sight of their inakfers and 

10 daoiict? for garlafides hangi^d aibwart the stmitts ; which opim 
pastjmes cif my yaiitfi being now snppresst^d. woRier pracli^ 
within doores arc to be- uwed 

Vet vfc tunsl not ignore the dark side of inedieval life. Disease 
was rampant. The cities ami ccamtry Sown^ wcjt as dtstituto ui 
any re|.;tilLirsvstc-m of sanitation as they still are in Turkey or ilic 
Balkans. Froiu time to lime plague and pestiktice swept ifitongh 
the CDunliy^ and the icmbk Black Deafh. whir.h canrit^ ofl 
a tJdnl of the |>dpiilaUon and in some plac^'A left not istillident 
survivors to bmy' the dead* wiis only the worst of many mUbreak^ 
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Skm diseases Vixrfe rife, arcing to tbe latk of personal cleanliness, 
31^1 tvety town hud its leper bospitab aut^ide its walls and its 
wnndcTirL^ thKmgh its streets, alrcs from the 

chdrrtahlo and clacking continuansly rheir wooden clappers 
to warn the dlkiicta from cotniitg jnio cnrttacc \nih them. The 
ikatfj-mtf [iniori^^t young children mu&i ha^*e been appal Ling; 
Henry ni and Ldward I each had at lease iivt chiliiFcn wlio died 
in infiiTiry* nnd even if rhe familirrs of the poor, who could not 
afford to fciHl their iFilams on tmw holciOmo lujttides of to employ 
doctors with tiiclr well meant but disastrous mcdiclnci;, had 
n lierter chance of survival it is certain tfciat in nH classes of 
sfMuety the pfoportioii of children that died ymiTi^ was very laigcu 
nj thrjsc thai reached rtianbood mriLny+ owiog to bad fuod and 
other enuseji, w^rc' diseased or cripplett. Hit: towns were lull 
of these ttnfortun.'iteSh unable to work and compelled to beg 
their living. I^ut if they had no w'orklioiise infixniafy to which 
itiey cotilii go and iiu inodem system of relief and dole^ to support 
ilienu yn Ihe lot of the poorest was in soma ways ksa hard tlian 
ji is ntJw% Tlicy could retain tbnir self-respect; poverty ivas 
looked njMn as aiiaEUktion but not as aiTime, and nllnitm in the 
Middlt: A^es would have hf^ji sluK^kcd at iht idea of Imprisnnfng 
a cripple or feeble old niiui tor begging or for being ' without 
viiablij mcuTis of subsistence b Able-bocUed beggars might incur 
the wTftth of tlic Laiv and llie ChurcJi for their idleih^l, " for no 
one is in a state of salvation who dcfvs rio profit 10 tlie wtprld '—as 
A rr^hbkliop I'^cckham declared when he cxcfimrnnnh^atrd the 
Ijwy Wi lsimieii-^but the Acts of ilejxy, which slmulri \tn per- 
funried by aJI true Christians, induded the focdiiig of tlie ipm^r 
and tlio cloth ins? of the ncLted, and (Iw giving ot kitm one 
uf the chilli duties s^il fortli by tim Church. .1 m.ui so lliile 

given to good works as King John wuilavkh in thb^ oite napecl; 
oti Ciodd rriiiiy In r.:u^t we find luni paying the cj|uivalent uf £80 
in mtulcrn nmney for llic feeding uf a thausand poor persons, ami 
during the montLi of Miy in thv folluwing year he c^uwl a farthiUM 
loaf and a di^h of gtud to be given djiily tu thrve hundred paupers 
In Lonilon and to aMJthvr eighteen hundred in oihrr patUuf the 
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khigJurTi. SimQariVp Edward I paid [or die food of &&6 poor 
per5on5 cvcrir' Simiiy and fed sovenicen hundred poor on the 
occasion of liis son's sov^enteeuth birthday. 

Tb(i5o Rgiitei ai:$ some evidence of the nuiiibcr of person* who 
were so poor as to need charity for thcLr comfort if not for the 
absolute maintenance of Ufa. For thtm thfl wTitcr of Pitt% 
Pioi^muji pleads: 

The ncLdiest arc our neighbours if we give heed !o them^ 
Prboneri in the diitigcorii the poor in the cottage, 

Cliarged wiiL a mw of children and with a JandJord^s rent, 
Wbut they win by ihrdr spinning to make their porridge 
AfUk and meal* to satisfy tlit babe^^ 

The biibcs tbnt continniilly cry for f<K>d— 

This thev must spend on the rent of their houses ; 

Aye, and themselves suthT with hunger, 

Uith woe In wdntiT, risiii g a mights 
tn the narrow roam 10 ix)ck llie cradle. 

Ihtiftd h i! to read the cottage women's wotv 
Aye and many flnotii(T that pnta a gCKul lace un 
Ashamed to beg, ashamed to kt nci^libmiFs know 
All tlint iliey ncctl, tipontide and evening, 
llimv tile children^ ami nought but a kmnds 

To ctoth<i and feed ihcrii ; and fciv pennies emno in, 

Ajiii many months to ent The fK^niiics np, 

Bre-id and thm aJe are fur them a banquet. 

Colli tiesh and cetd lish Eue like roast i^^iisoti ; 

A farthing's worth of mussels, u lartliiiig's worth of cocklii^Si 
Were ti iv.iai for tlutti on Ffkiiy or ksl-iLnys ; 

U wert? charity to help these thrit k." ul heavy cbarpi's* 

To ^^rjtnfort the cottager, the crtKjki^l and The bliiirf. 

Brsides tin? blj|iil> lame^ and maimed whose mishiit tines wece 
dtir to acsideiit nr diwA;&e+ there wene numtufTS uf inutdatcd men 
wiioje injnrieg had bem indicted by the Metlievcil law, 

esjiecLatly after the Kurman Coiu];ucst, was sa^ogoand vindictive, 
and the critninnl who escaped bunging was LLible to have a h>oi: 
or a hand struck ofi or to tie blinded nad mutilated in other w^ays. 
It Wits a jNffit.id when Hie was held uhraji luid cruuhy was almost 
a murter ul course. Che dergy baq^ed incessantly upon ihcr 
elerrud lomieiits of Hell which aw'mtcij impartially the tiiost 
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ftbandoiK'd niffijini, wbo their fanes, and men 

will? failwi tA pay their tithes; t he lawyers hanejed ami unit dated 
men for llic theft of a few shillings: the Clmreh and the Law 
(oln«l hands to bum lueretici; and when Church and Law lost 
control of affairs, as in (tie Anaichy of StepLen'S reign, lln: 
lawless wtuugbt such liOfTcrs tUal ' men tabl o[>eTily lliat Cliriii 
and his saints were asleep liven In ttiiilr sports therr was olten 
n note of cnicStv, as in the favoiiritt amwiiniiejit of baiting bulls 
and bears, or in the schonllwrya' sport nf thintwing at cocks, tu 
say nothing of the less obvious cnielty invulvtnf in the imiiting 
of the performing bears and other aiuntflls I hat were so popuhir 
in the Middle Ages. 

Yet all this disease and poViTly and cruelty could not quetinli 
the note of joy, aitd the Middle .Agiia were full of laughter- 
Ktiintiur played a very large part in medieval life. Often the 
humour was of the hind that appeals ta the cltUdiali nnil nti" 
developed mind—the practical joke and ilie indecent iitoty.^ One 
mark of this childishness was the practice t>f tii>We& keeping in 
their households half-witted ' fools ’ (as diatingutslied ftuai the 
clever, irresponsible jesiors), whose antics and unft^p«tcd 
savdiigs amused thetn. Preacliurii occasiotiaily (irotcalcd against 
Ibis tiiockury of these ' innocents',' iWls nierty jesterswhom 
IIjc heathenSieracens ireaiijd witliconsitleratlon as Itcing sixciiiliy 
under the protection of Gi>d. and one such ^ircachtT bluntly told 
bis audience that if they found fcwls amusing they liad l«ticr 
buy a looking-glass; but the practice continued uiifll the end 
ol the medieval period. Popular humoTif. however, is to be seen 
In such things as the nicknames which the people bestowed iiyxin 
one anoUier, Untd the thinecnili century the msis of the 
population had uo true surnamEs, passing from father to son, 
but w'ere knoW'ii by tljclr baptismal name, often with the name 
of their lather added for distinction—just as at the present time 
in the ItilV^n* half the males ate known as George son of 
Itcmetrius and tbr other half as iJcmetrius son of Tmorge. which 
tends to conlusiotL To assist idem ideation it became usual to 
add dtliCT the nam* of the place where the person lived, or Ids 
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trade or SQmqtbmg descriptive Df the persoTi Ofttn theSir 

descriptions vierc obvitnis physicni h^uU, such as Long atiil 
Short. Brown and Kiis^U { j=f rcd-liaired); or fancied te$cmblaiioc 
to scnin.: aniBSEil. sucli os IMI, ior a powe/fuJ, thjck-set tiiau. or 
Litdiiiiis { = little muuse) for hts exact ’ but often (here 

is sotcieihinE qf the fiumoroii^ ipiickues^ lu notke little tricks id 
Lxsha^’ioitr or spe^di wiiEch Sithl partEtularly notireahle aniooK 
eity urchlufi, St> wit find in the thirteenth century' rluantiti^s of 
nnrnes, such as, WilliAin Sttijisoll, William Baieffnit (he was 
gmutlsoii of Philip FrisUy, an readers of IMinwi who 

remeiriijcr ilie footprint in the sand might have exjveetctlj^ 
Mabel Yokedogge. John Wrj^gtayh Palrirk PluckeheruiH Alice 
WritJljjecol iwho c\'idrnlly divvays iwjsttng her neck aboui), 
Swctciniih (whii probably cailt=L| ttiat commodity in the stre^tsh 
and SiMinmilk ^wlii> vciy likely sold it as sweetj^ Gfitobc^l, and 
even a Norm an genfleman who bad the gtianj^t and ramantjc 
(iiuntr til Iheu-sauve-kiHhimirs (GihI save tliti ladies SJ. 

Jduiiifiur h !»till more pronunent in medieval ,tct: the inai^ns 
fit elahoratidy decomltid Inxtks arc full of grrite^uc figures and 
gtoiipi; iinimaliir witli human lu;ads, knights lutiuntc-d on sriaalg 
tiiling at one annlher^ liatt-5 siiooting at dogs, and monkeys 
playing a11 kinds of tricks. S o too the canin^^ in stone and w'ocid* 
in our churrhes al>oiuid in Inttnofcnis subjects—tbe atnusing or 
satirical fj&Eiries of tlie workmen who carvctl thnm. Pfipnlar 
literature jdso bill of jokes, not ah^yB very refined and somc:- 
Eimcb/ IS in hiirles(]ite bnitations of the Bible or ot the ser^Tccs 
iif the Clnirchp profane^ accoriliiig tu miHlem idt^as. In ilit 
MtiLile Age^, hnwever. men did nut hesitate to miniite lauphtcr 
with their ruligion ; in the ^ miracle plays which wercr design id 
to tenrh hihhcal hbterry in a popular form, there Wiis often n great 
deal of boisleroti^* knnek-about hujuour, and even the sturies 
with whirh preachers illustrated their sermons wen? often more 
Ltmusing tkan cdifyiTig. But ihcir religion was very real to our 
uncestors ; so real and cloiiely aj^sociated with thctrlivi!a+perhaps^ 
tlmt they did not M;e ituy reason to keep jt separatti from tlidr 
huuLfim:^ Even in ihcir religion, hoivevLT^ then: was much uJ ihdr 
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undevdfiped child miml which liaw wien was characli^tii: 
of the MMie Ages. Un the ono tJitife was a diUdlike 

simplicity a^id literolness of beliefk which eniblcd tJiem lo accepi 
the teaching of the Chutdi xcithout qm:5tTnn ; on tht! other, 
a diildish love, noi unmL^ed with Icttor; cl the ssrange* wldch 
lird the/ii tw see miracles —ot both gooil and evil spirits—in 
uiiusunl occurrence. Ono conseqUi:iicc of this is that medieval 
liEcraiurc is full of stories ol witchcraft and ghosts. Solemn 
historians will sundwich in betweem their accounts of hattli^ and 
the deaths ol kin^s some stor^’ of a man w'bo siumblcfl upon the 
fairies at Lhoir revels and stole thuir golden cup, of a mcman 
MilO was Captured off the ICsse?? ccMut^ of a witch w'hose bofiy was 
carried oft by demons from the diurdi wherein it lay, or of the 
ghost ol a wicked pnest who returned to haunt his parish ami 
slew those wiio dared to face hint. 

So far wc have been considering the mental charucteristic^ 
of otir ancestors and trying to indicate, very roughly and broadly, 
hi>w they looLcti at life. But there arc cdso certain points cen- 
ctminy tile or^ganiKation of society which must be dealt with. 
There has been a |Hiriod in liistoric times when aU men have 
been, and iu rnnkitig general staliimcnts about the coudi- 

tioiis of life at any period we have const qi illy to ttu>^hfy those 
statements so far as they concern a particuLif class of society. 
During the Middle Ages, at least after the Conquest, society may 
be divided fir^t into two halved—the dirrgy ajid the laily. The 
i:!ergy% wliose concern waa, in tliuory% wiiii spiritiial matters, 
lor>ked to the Pope as thdr earthly h«^, had ttieir own law and 
courts, anil ^ood apart from the laity, w^hosc head w-as the king. 
Further, we may divide the Laity into tUree cLiisscs.^nDhlci, 
iTudvrs* and bbourers, which three classes we may repTi> 
du«d in the dvrgy by the prtlat^a {ihc bishops and great ahb«>t& 
and priors), the ' regular* drrgy (monks and friars—’the pnv 
fessLonal men of rdigiun), and the ordhuuy’ parish priests aud 
chaplains. 

VV^hik classes of society are distinct, the dh"idmg lines 
betu'oen tlumt am not va-y dchnitc. Evtm the distwictton between 
*3*a c 
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ami laity icnded m practice to become obscure. The 
('ciitquetor'i IsEilf-brotlicr, tXlu, was Iwth Hisliop of Bawus and 
Jiari pf KePTit : tlie TSisliops ot Dtirbam were iiol only spiritual 
beads uf tboir set but also lorcla nf the Palatinate of Durii.im, anti, 
therefore, on onii skle oE tbeir seals they are si i own in cptsecjpal 
vcstTTieuts^ ami an tlic otEier niounb>.] and i:Lad in full amtuui'. 
A ivfiEtif iti tlie twelfth i:entury cociiplains oi die way In wbkb 
ttie prelatOa would copy the noblt^ t 

ilie knbbt swear; them does the Msliopp smd %vith 
far atrangor ooilis. I>n's the kni^bt follow tbi? cljase ; ilie 
bishop must n'-hitnLb;^. iXii-s tm one bfiast of his hawk-^; 
tJiey tuc the nlhcr'i only joy. Both ride abreast iii the battle [ 
onif ihcy sit swk by side hi tb? Court mi the £xdiinpier« fellow- 
students wbo ate becoicii'; broilief officers/ 

jVc I he other end of the scale woa a cf oivd of lirvi'ycrs, court 
clTidals^ and clerks, ivlso had tecelvtil ' toinur orders and were* 
thcrefomi^ entitletl to Oie jiriviJc^es of der^", but at the same 
time were entirely employed in worldly affairs; and were tioi 
deb;iTred from rnjiTTiagii. So also, lltough the newbies and gentry 
fomied a dL^tlacE huided and ndlitary arisKjcrucy* theiv was nn 
hard and fast Uhj: betw^een tiiera and the mcrcbanL^i rrr tJu' 
yeomen : there was in England no sneh delinile iiuhle class as 
the Ki'hleMe of France, where all the $ciTts and deuccindunts uf 
a nikblc inheriled hts nob UEly and wem %i<ti ailowtNl to sod it by 
trade or work. In England nicitibers ol families arii ron- 
$lant]v\ and with bicrcastng fn:>.[iienE:y+ towards the end of the 
IfjildJn Af^cs, lound In the ranks iif tfie tniilLo or sinking to the 
Iretdof itiL smuli fortiiefs* while nicrchaiitA risij lo tfie fTosition of 
^lenlryand Er^tm of pt^irs of the realm, liven with the ijcasantry, 
iOthoiagh the greati^r numlar of \limi •■vere imfrcc, Ijound 
down to the nianor which they bdoitged a4id practioilly the 
property- of ilu-ir JotTil, in actuat pracliin: they wer* very nujch 
Kdit^ olf tluiit in th-.Hiry. Whiti? they Juui no legal rights/beyoud 
f^titection f^r tliEfit livi's and llinbs, ii^airL^E. iHeir lotdi they wtre 
practiodly on a level witli fme meu &s regarris tdJ persons but 
their lord, and u biti iia wet over ihcun was considerably limiled 
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by cu$tDin. MnrcflvWp whilo iht PC^ttictiosis <m Uicir movcmenta 
aiitl tbc fkmAnds upon llipir time and b^botir were irksnme, 
tlierc wa$ no grt-ac sen^ of indigaity atU^lii^d to scrfdouL 
Tile passion for tlieoretical frttdom and ol liberrty as a Lbing 
to bo dpsifigd mA fou^bt for did itot take bold of tbn minds cd 
men until the RcnaiHSatuzu brougUt bank tJic pMo^opby and 
idf^ald of nndoiit fiEwce and put an end to the cliddlUcc 
flcuujcscrnce in the existing state uf ailairSp whidi marked die 
MuIiIIg 
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II 

COUNTRY LIFE 

MnniirvAi. society was. buiJi tifmn the basis of Lantl In 
striking; cun least to niuUo'n cooditiiinsj, a landless niiiii wiia, at 
tbe lime ij ilie Nonium Coni|msit ami for stuna centuries altpi- 
wards, a straufjt! being, rarely to Iw* foiimi except in a few of the 
bii^cf towns. The vast majority of I be popiiJatiori had a riircct 
perionaj interest in rigticulturc and pij-.h'Mcd a portion of land— 
tl n%ht be only a tiny patch of gordi’n routul a tumble-down 
ho vel or it niij'ht anioiiat to tbnimtirlsof aicrv^ staltercd fbrough- 
OTJl a score of couiitie!., it inishl be lidd by the st-rvice of aciiiig 
as tnoishal of the l(tng:''s army in time of war trr by the huniblE 
sersicc of acting as jdinjghtnati and earl<T to some local sriuJrc, 
but it was a porthm of Liigiish soil to which the holder could 
jHdiil as rk'Jttulcly his rwi». And, Oh the whole, the owner of the 
pardi'n patch ivaslew libely tu losa his land than llio mvTwr of 
Lraotl i^tats, whidi the king might view with envious jcalotisv. 
Moreover, civvry hit of land had it? hml and the iihimatc lord 
, of all tile lanit Wiis the king. If u iparmw swooped down upon 
a grain of corn, he might i»e stealing a potoiilial ear of wheat 
which would have gotir itrajght into the king's own ham. or. 

pinlMldy, robbing John I'nc, the humble tenant pf 
Sir Gmpffrcy de Say, ^vhii lielt] lus litiil of the Far! of Surrey, wlio 
held hi» estates nf the king. In the latter case, ii Jofm Doc ran 
awiiy or dkrt wiifnmt heir?, the hit of tumj on which the sparrow 
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cofnis into thfi hoitds oi Sir GeafiTicy, and 
shoaid ho Iw ^kf of ncruin crimes for which hb lands were 
forfeite<l it \vnu!d come to the tlail of Swrrej^ and if thal noble 
wcfu caught plotting treason, if would pass wiib the rest of his 
ebitates into the hands of ibe Kin^- in thesi! 

sraimcSt our noble lord the king would send lib njxhers and 
rrossbow^ratn ro slay the tiiieving sparrow is nut the point* w hich 
is TO show that if almost every mem had a bit of land, every bit 
of land had at least one owjut and often soverah one a^Kive the 
other, and always with the king %i the top. How this aiiecithj 
life in the MiddleiVges.and how ir catne st^iaut is y.^rthocinsidcrit3g. 

The earliest inhabitaiits of <]iir inland h:kd paid little atteijticm 

10 an^icultiirc. TiLey lived mainly by htinring. and wandered 

about tiao coiuitrv', settling dowTi lor a time where game was 
plenttlul and tliu condiiLuns of life birarabk'. In such a place they 
would pitch the ivE^^vaiii huts rtMjuiied to shelter their family 
group, BKiETouniling the cluster of lints willi an e.irdieii bank* 
a stockade* or some suiib fomi of protection : and einen man 
cminot eunvfuiiOEiUy live dm meat aliJttc. a poirtioii of tbe sur¬ 
rounding ^uil would be broken up wntli primilive pjouglis m\d 
cum 5uwn, to he gatlicred wUcti n\K, rubbed and ijomuie*! to 
lltjur by the painful labour uf wxniicJi, acid by them cuitvertcEl 
into wldch ahould assist thn ,^urviv*ti of thu fiitest. l-jirit 

(fiasnii tliul Ihn sankr |ii> gioimd was ^wii with 
similar seed the yield would be aiiil when Hie suib Or fhe 
supply lil ganit:, had Uicome ij^han^led, the nlla^e wuuld lio 
aViaruIoncd and The family iinmp would a nuiv i^r, if 
their numlrcrs h.ni btKoniv too birgi' forconifori, several nmv 
Al \\\i^ 1hfll^ pind at thiA time alone, might it be ^id that the land 
btiJnngtd to I lie ]KOple; ther* wvfe no privat*: rights in lajisb 
ihiTc weju no private individujiU to a^^rt them; life 
aparj from a cufTimunity—it tril^e or a family grmi[i—was 
pranricidly niuhuikabkp ancl would umltnibiv'tUy be short* evrn 

11 cxdting. 

By 1 tic linn; that the Romans came lo Hriiaiu life had bc^cc^me 
mure localiai^ ai3<l morf complicated. The village ficulEimmts 
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l>fi<romf! hn*cr ami the settfm had aeqtwretl mote ^nsrsonul 
pO!±iG£;^Qfis : it not quite auch a simple matter as it had bei^n 
to flit; tike ^vvarnuRf: bte$, to a H-few hive. Sfime oi ilic soteters 
now* kept «:;atTle and pif;s, and uni only did tUesw t+^^pccla^y the 
pipsj adil lo the dinkullii^ ul EntYidhiii; to a new site, but they 
ptayL-d a Sargt pait in die rise of ideas uf property and conllicting 
tu tile laiuL Tile nuiii who hnd live stock liad a soui'ce of 
w^-alth as uvll as of fotnl he had soni^tliiji^ to tiarter^ ih^t is to 
&uy to trade wilh ; Init he liad lUsO acquired h r<h rcsponsiblLities 
towards hU nnitjhbtuirs ills cattlu irjij^lu grate at will over Uio 
uninndDsed country, but U they strayed into the village torn 
tltiTV- ivoiild hii tioiiLle, and li they ate up all the l>cst grjis^ down 
by the river so that othur men's cat^l^^ had ly fare stantiJy there 
ivouid ugain he troulih?, unti^i he had the stip|x^rt of hi* pnsitio-n 
us a diitl or a firiEst. So tliwe would he a tohiltriicy graduaUy^ to 
ijiicluise Uw ccTiUl4d and the bi^i tiieadow^. to realrid the 
number of cattle tli^i any one man might pul into tfiviCTrifadow;^+ 
<iud tti r*^rvc pans of the hi^i graiing imuh Inr the private use 
ul the rhitifs ami gm^t nuMi. -Munto^'cr, with u bi^cr jKipubtion 
aiul imtv Iifhrient ploughs, drawti by oxen, there would be 
a lemkur-y fur the laakr tnernl.Krrs of the ^ttfement to shirk their 
duty oi ctilrjv^ltn^ the comnivin land- This was avoided by 
diviiling up the comfit]d into a Ihi^v nomber of narrow strips 
and sc vend of tliese strips to v^ch linnschoid, wliu w ene 

for tlinir proper cultivation. At hrsi, no doubt thi: 
viilire irrfpj^ fituii tht^ held coniiiiueil to he tin- conutirm prnpi^i'iy 
oi ike wfn^lc ^ ilhge, hut, as responsiliihty aiul pnviicfie always 
gi‘ l^igcllirr^ the strips griidualty came to FcgardHl as the 
prop^e^'ty of the or I Hal cidtivatOTS. and the curn from each ^inp 
wiPtiUl lie [jiktm by the Iraust^huld to whom the strip liad bei:ii 
ii^vlgned. 

Whvn the Romans, u privrtioal race with a coirsiderabln kiww'* 
leilgv of .'igriiidUirp, conquered Rntalh. tluiy miniKliiced liieir 
own «v5ltm. J hfs was baaed ij|m 3 ii I lie ’ siihi^ or big 

ttuuilrj' filing and fanri, wuh flclda toiiiid it cidtivatod by lilavc 
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labour. TtiesE fields w^^^E now the pri^'^te property of the farmer^ 
and the surplus crops^ that is to say all that he did not require 
for t!ie support of his household^ would be sold—usually m the 
tOM'dS that were growing up under the l^oEnari government. 
This of farms, howevirr* wss only introducuMl in the 

central and southern portions of Britain and even in those 
rtistnas targn traces were ui^atTcciied by it. so that when the 
Sa^i invaders arri^^od, about the end of the fifth cenrory^ they 



Buildm^ A rantid a 

must have louitd moat o( the bnd si ill \mi)^ cultivated in big 
fields, tiivided (iHO ^strips, os alimdy cxplaiiicfl Uiithir thi 
Snxons an lEUportant Cliani^o was tiiadc. InsteaEl of gmutii|{ 
Croj>5 jtjar alter year on the same bl^ field iiiilil the soil was 
e^liaii 5 ted and then brcaklitf^ up n not her pieev if (^i^und, tlie 
whole i>f the amble, that is the irroutid suitable for ploughing^, 
was divided into two parts, wlfieli were enhivated in Eillcnjato 
yearSj so that half tlie land was aUvays lynu; falJijw, rt^ting and 
recovering its goodness, wliiic fchr other was undLV cultivation. 
By Pi Ir^tcr dcvdopmcnt the arable was divided into tltrec partSi 
of which one fay fallow each yirar; the lallow^ field binrig sown 
next year w^Jth wheat anti the following yKirwjih oat^ ot barley 
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or peas and beans anil then jwtarting to fallow again. Ihese 
two schemes, known as the tw-cntield imil three-field systems, 
cantinued in wte over the grc,itcr part of England all Ihiongh 

the MuidW Afiti. 1 ■ - 

The S4LKorts cioric a4i itiv4^ig and *-jolt*nizitig armyv bnn^iri^^ 
their and rhtidri^n witii thetn. They the liintl from 

the Britons and distiihutcd it amongst ttiemselves. Among the 
Kixons the sense oi kinship was vrry bigldy developed ; nowndav-a 
few Englishmen could icll you th<^ tmnifs qI ;ill ib^ secoml- 
cousins. but with the Saxons sbLik^coiJains wi^c rq;ardM as 
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miimbera of the ffimilVi (ur whofe VrxiH^m nncl goCMl conducl tht^ 
emir-e faiuily RfOtjp hrtd a vague rcSfion^iihiSiiy. Cjunse^uuitllv 
the new' seirleniotits which aiJiung up all ovut llitf -omitry wor« 
mostly iioopicd hy fninlly groiip:*. ronsi^titig p«>»&ibty a 
or so uf house'll qEcIb, Being in a ccnr^ucrrcd ituA hostile count 
the huts of such 3 gru-tip w'tmid often be built m^aT together within 
iL stockade or similar delencei and such a jutUected scltlrniiErnt 
was kiiouui as iilinf! the word Ciiniv Inter in be applirtl lo largtir 
eolli-chons of houses and passed into uxfi latignage as' lown * but 
It siirvTivccl ill its older sense as the -ton, which Is stiiih acomninn 
cmiiEig of pbci^tiaiiics. Round the iun lay the eml csi^en fields 
In w^bich, 3& we have seen, tlie emps of the settlers were grown, 
and. a varying amount of pasT:uie and woodland I n each 
liGUScboJd VV3S assigned a qipintity of lari*l jujjjiOtriKl lo be 
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suJBcicnt for ib sopput ■ in ihcoiy tJiL& quimtitv was d ' hidr \ 
’ earnedte *+ vr ' plQU^ti-land \ ilml b as diujdi tand as could bet 
tUliHl «?v(Ty year witJi ibe gi«kt plou|h dmwn by eight 
averaging roughly 12Q atn:$ ? in |iractii:e it is pretty clear that 
there w»:re ^"a^yIng grades of swiety. and that while the sppcriQr 
lidti^Lhulits obtaineU their plough-lands, a gteal many had to be 
etinteiil with a hall or a quartfir. Whatever the size of tlie 
iiUottnentH il was not in a compact block, hist was composed of 
strips sintered ihn^iughout the vaiious hdds. It was, htwe^w, 
the ah^hitc fjirdpcfty o| the head of the household, to whom it 
had bren granlcd—hut only aa liead ol the family; he coukl not 
«ll it or get rid of it, as that would injure the fLiitsily : im his 
dcul h it wmuld he divided l>et^wji hb sous. 

We have thus tmeed the rise of ih\t private envnership of land, 
[tut thetu were still great Tracts of land tinappropriated and 
thcTvfare belongiisg vaguelv to " tlie |>e<jpk"* thougli probably 
fin one could say whether ' the people ‘ incamt ihMn tribe, tlie 
ntanrst i'fio-dw'dkrs, or any htdividnal wbo chose to stake out 
a ckim and work on it. The first ptricKi of armr^ colunizatiOli 
was kllnwerl by a i>ei:iad durinu which tlie seitin eaclj district 
fejhibkshfjfl thrtr poaidou wkliLn iJicir own borders; Llie army 
leaders became kin^s, and tiic king w'ilh his tt j/ju, or council 
ot w-iso mw^n fmirnor?, priests, and cscpiTienced eiders), becanie 
tin? acknowledged tepreseniative of the romn umi ty Tin? land 
w'hidi had bc«n disiribulcd Lo the scUhira rumaiacd the aWiluie 
property of thu famihes to wdiich it laud givc-ii, and was 
kim™ as ' fotk-laiid but the unappropriated iunJ was con¬ 
sidered to be at the disposal of the king and Im mlun^ anii by 
them it Wifi granted to indiviUiuiis—-tiiiiially nubk*^ or priest 
As such a grant wtis made by a * hinjk \ that Is to Say a writicn 
deed or charter, these eslato m ctd known as ‘ bookdamr, and 
tliry w'lire ^ coinpkuly the prop^^ of the man to whom they 
ivrre given tlial lie could sdl them or give them lu w^bont be clio^. 
Thus there grew* up a cla^s of landed propficlucs, who pos^e^ivd 
more land than they n^quir^jd for Ihe supfwt id ihcir housdioldi 
and Cultivalcd it w'lth Uio InLour ol slaves or of tliuir poorer 
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nEHgfiboLLT!^. In varioos ways this wealthy class extended iheir 
iiitlucnce; |Hxircr men songht their protectioa for tl'keinifolves 
and tiieir Sand^^ the king niifde them rt^iHiiiEjible for maintaiJimg 
the bw and callectieg the ta-ses in piirticnbr clintricts, nerw 
villayi:ssreiv' np on their private csiates and the villagers held 
their lands on condition of working on the landlord's farm. By 
thr midflEe oi th^: eleventh century ihe majority of Hnc^lish 
village w^ct^ practieiJJy awfietl by landlords, w-ho po^^esacd 
a largo pan of the ncttial sail mid estcnsiv'e rights over the landsi 
and <:ven ovet rhe persons^ of the vilbgrrs. 

The Normal IS found EngJand divided up Into vills—e:ach 
con mining a group of houses surrounded by llic cutni iion com- 
hclds. Rraring grounds, woods, aiul meadows^ and taich ser^-ing 
as a unit for purpose of law and taxation. To this Saxon 
organuatioci thuy added the organkatiun of Ihe manor, w^binh 
they brougliL witli tlicm from Xonnandy. As tin: Saioiis had 
ofiginany tvkcd llie land from tho Briions, so luiw W illirm i the 
Conqueror icked all the lanil of England inti> tiia own liajud and 
distrihated ihe greater part of it to the nobles and ivaxiiors wlm 
canio with him ffom Fraiicc. They in inrn gave estates lo th<^ir 
friviida mid followers, who held ihcni from the granmi^ os the 
I at t nr held thnii from the kin^. Tlir^ii twre formeil into 

tfLUIGIS. 1 n thi! nunor-hoasc dwell Lhc lord, or his rvprosefitativc, 
anil there ho held Us court : It tnigUi bt termed a couf t in th™ 
senses, for, as iho uiaimr Infuse ivas a iami as well 2 ^ a dwelling, 
it would ahin7^.t idways po^ess a cjouriyjird ^itrtqund'.Hl with 
farm hiuhliii^. and in u fEgnrative sc:h<i% ii miglil l>e 

stykd a court as the lord ulight bi* ealJiHl a king among hia 
subjixlft, the muimta. but It is in the ihml and Irgal sen^u ot 
Liw-tourt that 1 have useil the tcnii. The (hi^ssion of a Court 
at whidi the business of Uie cij^tatn could he trjmiactcd and 
olhijicfes agaitisl its regulations pnnishvd was tnie of thu marks 
of a tnaiior, Itotind the houst* lay fhe ciic:lD:£ecl fuJds of the 
' drnn.rsne ’ or licunt-hirm. that i^^Ttion uf the estate which tJie 
lOfil kept in Ills UWTI hands and iiultlvated with the aid of hh 
teiiant$ and servants : pari of tliir demesne* however, olicn by 
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in the open fields, mingled with tlicstri^^ bolongins to the tenants, 
Oi Uw? rem^Liufig laiitl, p^ni lieltlby' ftca tenunt^ meii 

wlitp u'tfrej irv t]i« eyes oj the! oii -in cc{uuULy with flic lord. lUid 

iin^ht, indeed, tliciti^elves be lorditof otiii'f manors : tliey usinilly 
paid fnoiiey TiaiE« and rendt^ed ctTtnm seni of vvliici) the most 
inipjftanl thirh: ailendsinjce Uie courts- 

The Test of the Und» the largest part, wiis licld by 

‘ urdrif^" te^nant^. Tliey ii-ere not shiver, hot they were sk'^ nioeh 
rlitf pruperty of ilioif lord that they couJii be $uldivith Oitfir land, 
and wbUe they eertiiiiily lidd lawii it would be eijuahy trttt^ to 
tliat the land held tliEnn—(or they caLiid not rid of it or iLvive 
it iviihout fludr lord's pemti^ion. Thsc ' v'iUeins \ tliat is men 
of rile V tlb bild on an a^Trage- from fthe^n to (orly in return 
for whif!h tliey liitfl U> work on riitdr lord'^s dtanrsnt:^ In tlo-ory 
they i-uiitd lie turned out of their huhiingj* at any iiiamcnt, and 
4hr} they could be coinpelleil to work iti an unlhruti'd eittriU ; 
i>ut ih practice wc find from thK ^rliat for which vn-r loiVi? 
iiiiy details—the twelfth ccniiiry—that ilnr work due fixetl 
by the cm^totn of the parfieubr maJior twhence vdleiiis wtrv 
coTnmotdy Colled * customary tenant? 'h and that so long as fliese 
duties Were perfomied the iK’lhtin tan little risk of heirii^ 

A t\ipiqal villein would Iint-e to wntk for his loffi iwu ur three* d^y\ 
i:^'ery wirek at whatever work was reiiuircd ; he wtuild i>e expecU'J 
Irj plough ixr harrow nhoiit an am or an ai:rc and a Siall, U» n:ap 
an atre of v.mi^ mow a ipiarter o-f an acre of gra^Sp or ihmsh two 
hushets uf wheal or hmr of barli y in the course of the day. Hr he 
might be turned nn to cart and sprcaii maimre. to cojlirct rerilft 
for tlintchiiig the hmltliiig&p tu (cldi from some place oil the 
coastp OT carry farm proiluce market. Tlie Kni^^hts Templars 
made the teruuiis of one of their Kentish mAeoiS lity and s^li 
5,000 herrinirSp and the nionks of Hattlu Abbey find the elfitli 
whkti they bou^^ht at the great WinchesUT fair broURht lo the 
abbey by sonio of the villema un tbeif Tnan!>r of Appk’dram, half¬ 
way betwf'cn Winchesier and Battle. In addition to iheregulnr 
week wnrk there were exlro dcmaniJs up-ni Ihe villein's time» 
especially during the busy season of hnrrcst- li was Vvry 
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iiiipfjrtant to cm and cany ttic wm wlien tiiii wearhrr was 
favourable—v> mi|KJTtunt that the Chmcfi tvcii Antrtioned 
han'estiog witrfc cm Snnila3'—and, therefnn:, tlw viUcin would he 
mHiiieil to ^lut in several extra day^ at rmping, tucking, and 
canying; tlit kirtb !» £at admitted that this extra tmrk was 
done by the gcurntwitt of tb^r tenants and at their own r£>qinjst: 
rather tlmn demanded of riijlit that they calJod it ‘ booiiwurk 
and even ' iovt-booitwotkand. 'bcdiripc* fwbicli means 
rcjif>ing by T?q»c9t)—^just as Ttidor tnntiamhs whtni they exiorted 
luritis calk'd them ‘ benevolences ' Fine words biitinr no peas 
as oar forr-fathrrs used to say. and the peasant? jirobably cared 
(itth" what their work TraS called, but they did appreciate die 
fact that os a rnle they' wena giv’cii a good sijuarc meal at their 
lian'OHi o'Hirk—broad and i;lit'«e and Ireef, or a hrsring at least, 
and plenty of ale—though tiue stingy I'iedfordshke lonillord cut 
off the ale and made it a ' watcr-bederipe and ‘ tnmgrv bede- 
ripes' wem run oncofninon. 

It might [ra thought that tlio viMn, burdened wllii all Ibis 
work itpon hU lotd's land, would have no time to cultivate liis 
own. tint it is probablo that all the labour due from him would 
not always l)c reqiiiwl. anti even i Jull day's work seems usually 
to hflvo tmlrd jit lluce o’clock, leaviiig him some lime. lliiiORh, 
Oft work started at daybreak. pcjs§iblj* not much rniJination, to 
atttmi to his nwn affairs. Also, most houscihoTdrTH would haw 
a vdfe ami sons, or j-ounqcr broth er?, wiio would \ it-1 p. Mortover, 
qqito early m the hiirory of the manorial aystem. a custom caitm 
in of compounding for labour scrv'krM by money (ruj-immisi 
a x-ilJcin might buy? out all, or part, of his works by paying a 
prnns.' or (wnpciicc for each day and ihe ford wuulii thujj hire 
lafioiircrs. This Ircfil tire villem from continujil calls u[ion his 
Time; it suited the lord, as he could get tlm labour whtm be mwt 
Wi-intod Jl and the work of the bired men woulti br tnnro lik e ly 
to be satisfactory tliiin the furced labour; ft was aUrr gcKHl for 
the iKtorcr inhabitarns of the imiiiar, tbccolL-u'cnt. whit were thi» 
able to earn monf'y. CoBBt-ritienHy Ijy the niiildtc of thr foinv 
tvcritli century a great pint of ihtse tcnapulsory works (with ihe 
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exccpiioti of those rci^uirjcd doriiig the ^Minportant {iAT%'fcst) 
hail been ecmvcrtrd in to moln^y Tb?rti, in I 34 n, rjime 

tile Uaribk J^lack I>e=at]i. wlui^h Awqjt about ii ihti^ of I tie 

pv^pulatlon of Knglojul: luinitir L>!feaine ^irirctf and some lumls oi 
manors tritfd to revive the old work wvkos, 'fliii ^v'ils one of the 
caitie 5 »oi the i'easnntV Ri^iiigof : hot a!iiif>ugli that rising 
collaprnA-'iih it w.is Tiot foiiiul |ic^sihk to go bick to the old ijTtom; 
if conipitlwr\' talKjur had Ixtu grudging oiid halMiearted when it 
w asregnrdt^i:! os part of ihn natural onJtT of lifen itw^uld ha% e been 
fitiH worse when to<»krd upon a gnovaiLce. So the ptwesS of 
coinjjoimditig hif work-rlii^ went an, and by the end of the Middle 
Agei, although mucli land ira$ still said to he held * in vdknoge 
and its tenant were slill called ‘ autcmuiry' tenants', the distinc¬ 
tion htiw^en free and uofn,^ men had ptajctically disupijeared 

Wlien a tnau acf|uired a piece of customary land, eithfir by 
purchase or by icdnmtajux,. he hod to atrpcttr at the manor court* 
lake an oalb of * fealty or loyalty, to the lordt and pay a fine 
(usiiiiUy iwo yeaj>' r^^ntf i the accoont of hL$ so doing and of hi$ 
sub£<.N|iicnl admission las a iimantp was written on the roU (of 
jiuKhment} cil the manor court ond a copy of the entry' was given 
to the lenatiE, who was thus said to liold ' by copy of court toll 
These copyhold lenittcs stUl though growing fewer cs'ury 

uiid sometimes prove to Ini ujiplea^ant survivals of bvgonc 
tinu!S i fLiiT, as one of the incidenis of such a tenure is that on iJic 
ik-ath of a tenant the lord of ihe mancir has his * best beast ^ as 
a ' heriot ' (a kind cil death dutvK it may happen that ou the 
death of a racing man hb best racc-horsa will be sfned beraime 
he liAp^rLiied ro own somt: wTctched littk cottage wiili u cabbage- 
pnich which is copyhold oi some manor, and his unfortunate 
heir> will have cilh^^r to lose the horse or ransom it for a siuii 
many limes the vulue of the cottage. 

\MdJc on the jnjbji ct of brirs it is worth whUe consfibring the 
que^lion of the descent oj land Tho umural proceeding on the 
death of a landowner would be to divide his estate bfttw^een hi^ 

siiiEH IhU W4JI writti-ii tcatiifife tuu bfea abuEiihcd by ihc aei;# 
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—gr in the Middle Ages beti^'iefin UU sorts, for in thc^c 
nnenlightr^nrd lUvs girls wen? considered of vtijy sccoi^dury 
in^iK^rtancc. Tills was frcqnemiy dtine iii very LAily riinifs ind 
eontirLiitd to be tlic timttk'e in Kent, wliiire this Bixeinl rule 
i)f t^md-holditi^ eiilled ' gavelkiml \ ElseM'htte„ with ftw 
exct-pEKins, it |>ecntiie the ciisioni* and* abiHit ihe t-nd of the 
twelfth ctnlory, the law, that the whole kird sbonld clL-arif3ul 
to osn: son. Tliw unfair custom arose iiarlly kteanse in lliose 
days of lame lEinili^ the division of a pro[>crty k:twern the Mins 
of suecessive geJitd-atiotis wtnild soon feduce a fair estate to a 
imiiiber uf semp^ and iKttchi^ of luiut liaitUy worth ownings hnt 
inairily b(.^UM iLnii<=r the feudal and niaininal tenaJils 

owed valuable services to their tortk, and while ii wil?. for 
a ]iml to enforce thpit t>erfcinnante upon a single li nant. It would 
be almost bnpi^ble to extort thpm in fractiotis from a score oi 
clouts of the nrriginal tenaaL It was, no rloubt^ thmugit 
the iuiluence of the k^rcU that ' prinjogcciitnTe ’--the descent of 
ianfi to the eldest soa—bccume the genemil rule, because the 
ddeiit was mi3st likely to be of nn age to perfonn the necessary 
Services at the death of his kthuj. Thv iiitemative niEe timl 
the youngest !ioii should inherit the lanrl, wlni'li was the mle in 
senna placs* w’Sjs just died Irom the teaaiii's |i4iint of view, hocau5<+ 
he yms^ Ukcly to be the tost to renuiin at hontc alter his eEdfjr 
brothers hod sci up for themsdves, h'or some reason lJu? kw 
of equality hf|d gotid in the case, of women : when there were 
only daughters ilurir fathcr^s estate was divider] evenly bcrivccn 
them—so evenly diui if tht^te was only one dw'cllifig'hoiise on 
the estate it was dividtjri. each colictr rcceivioj^ certain rooms. 
Tliere w^erq a few except ions to this tulej as for instance when 
the estate included a cattle; it would obviouily be iinsale for 
it lo be under divided control and It wa-s tlicrrfor^ assigned 
ennruly to one of tlie colieiisk Similarly^ in when the 

wiccession to the thmue of Scotland w'us disputes! between the 
descendants of three colidra (daiiglitcrs of iltc broiber of a former 
kiirej^ it was decided that the kingdcim codd not be divided* 
In actual |jracticc tlie tkscent of bind to one son was shghUy 

jjfta 0 
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jiy.ntintd by the f^ct that the dead man’s catitc, nionny, md 
pcHxli could be di\'irlcd omung the olhi-r £on>, It wmild often 
bf- w^irth ihc elder brother’s while lo give Ida younger bruiJi*^rs 
part of his land in eKchangc: for their caitloK 

By a rjLcher ^imibi comirfumlte important wens 

hrosii^Ut ubnut in tiic a^^cidttirsl system. TunantTi. a^t havi? 
teen, held most ot Ththr land in smalt strips dotti.d about the open 
helds of th* manor; after a time they began in many placeis to 
exdianeij' some of these i^lsited strips for others adjoining on& 
oI their o^vm strips, ajid in this way obtained compact blocks of 
land* which in time breame separate enclosed fields. AUo, 
during the fifiecnlb and early sixteenth cenlurics, when labour 
was scarce and wool was fetching a tiigb pricey many lords of 
manors found it paid better to give up growing corn and enclose 
as mtich as possible of their gronnd as grazing land for aheep, 
ttiming out the peasams. whose Inbcmr as ploughmen. leapcts* 
and threshers they no longer required. So that ‘ tbir shepo, that 
Wert wont Lo be so meke and tame and so sraal eaters ^ says 
Sir Thomas Morr^ 

be heenrne so greatc dcvoWL-rei^ and so wylde that they cate up 
and swaUoW' downe ttie jnen tliem They constitne^ 

ikstroye, and devoure wbolc lieldcs, how£n$, and ciliea. For 
htt)kc/in what partes of the n-alme dotia CTOwe tht fynest iincl 
ihfrefure deart^t wxwjh theftr nobbinen ami gcotkmen, yea^ and 
crru-'vn abtioties--holy tncit tin doubt—not contcritiiig them 
.setf£2s’ with tlie ycaroly revennesand pmf^’tes that were wtmt to 
gtfiwt let iheyr ffjTehilhrr$ and proih:ec&riuius wf their londe** 
leave tifi groiuide for tillage ; they throwe downe houses : llicy 
pluckc down towncs and lea%'u nothing standytige biiC only the 
chiitchc tn be mo do a slicpchnwsc* ’flierfifcire, that one emulous 
and uumtiablf? cormorant and very plague of his natp'e countrcy 
m.iy tnclosu many thous^tnd akcriJ at groundc logothcr williin one 
pvde or hedge ^ the hushandjnen be Lhrtist owie of their ownc, or 
dA^irhvr by fraude or by vjciIctiI oppresssjon ihtv be pul uiii of it, 
or by wri'uigtjs and injuries tlsn’ fcir so Vi^Eried Ihut they Iwi cotti* 
jHflled lo sclJ all. By inie meanes or by other^ by buukc or crcHika 
iUcy nlUFit nevdi?* ifeparte awiiye, jkkjtc, wrewhed snutiis^ men* 
women, huslxiitds, wives, fallmrlesisc chfldren, whlowci^ wofull 
mothers wdih thek yong babes, and tbeii w^holc houshold* smo] 
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in $nh%i^nce untl inuchc in niimhre, u husb^mlr)'*' Ti;<ttiiruiJi 

ttin.tiycj hiindL^- ♦ . - For oin^ sbepli^jLirdtj or iiurdrEuin Is friounht! lo 
f'ittc I hilt ;5TOmid^ with caUi'l, t<i the fKCcupying vvhftrof 
lishtjiatKlrye mriny liaiifle:! wt-rr 

So if wre 4 ^iinrey oE 4 mar^iiir tli^ beglntuDg 

and find nf the Middifr say in to^ib iUiH r5^>r>, tre should stu 
at thf’ I'ltrlitir date great strttchns of ploughed latiri lying partly 
roll ml the tnanor-house ami partly io three gt^at blocks o') and 



^ SMicri phindsrit;^ : CfjtSury^ 


Lhu vLilui^e, On this laikd we shnnlii nee peril si fifty or sistv 
incn at work, |i)oai;hiTig, h.irfowiiig, sriwiiig, diggifign and m» 
CuriU, while on the caninnrii tln-rn would bed ftnv cattle in rliargi? 
at £i k«y and u *5JinilJ ftork ol frlu i^p walclied by a couple of 
shcphtnls. At lUe Jiiter date «-atllc and slrap would still b- 
gjaiiug on rhe i^cniimMu bui numd the manor-hon^e wi; shogJd 
imw gri^n Eli-hk endc^^d ivith saimc coUtauiins cuttle 

but mure -iheup* ttiming to the vflbgf^ wc d];Oiild Urid it sur- 
njimded by a sea of ymidl lit-flged fiekk, of winch wo can 
Teetjgni/c, iJjrrNUi^li flieir lH-lng divideil up by strips of nnplrnighcd 
grjWii as ihv Ia*s, ri^uinaiits ^d the cmtiiticjn’fiehis* ivhilo many of 
lilt ulhtus l34%e bci n ttiTUe^J into pasture for shtnip : moreover. 
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Ave should now Siets bjiiely twenty* imtn it work upon dlft InniL 
II wc look more closely at tho village itself we see, at the earlier 



Shfph^jif : 1 . 14 ^ 0 , Thf ^altitkipkttJi* playl- i cn 
tma ifrtir? wirt j'tjJtn# wf 

%piJktd wHarif Jti» iltfenet anniint nwlt**. 


period, a dii-ilt-r of liovdi ^tidi« may still be in ftAtts of 
Uelimd—onc-storitd building? with mud waDs unJ ibaldied 
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roofs, CAUtoiifiri^ a siogft; room ; the doar stitids a!^VAV3 open lo 
allow the pigs jtid chkkens to wander in and out and tdso to 
kt ialight. If there are windows they will be iiii“la2ed, but may 
liavowuudcn shntteri; in winter there will be a wtKid fits bunting 
in the middle of tht enrihen floor, and tiic smoke from it will find 
its way nut througfi the door aad windows—or more probably 
will not, but that does not matter, it is u healthy smdl and hr l p s 
to fl»wn the mure unpleasant odours of thtf hitt even if it do<!5 
make the eyes smun. AU the liovds will 1 k' very mirch alike, 
and eyen the manor-house, thougb it cantoins tUrt* ur lour rtxunsi 
u-mild probably he condenmctl by a tnodem county comuril 
inspector as unfit (or human liabitatioiL Five hundred yeait. 
later some sncfi hovels arc atilt to be seen, but most of the htiuses 
an? of tiffilter and plaster and samoof brick, two-iloriod buildings 
with several separate roanis and glass in manv of the windmre. 
There is now piiiich greater difference between the houses, raiiginie 
from tiny cottages to roomy farm-huiKe* uiili fire^tilinns and 
chimneys, though the older inliabitjinti stiU regard thd.« new¬ 
fangled con tRjpi mils, k is cosy to see tiiat wc have paSjctl from 
an ugc of communal life to an age of iiiJividualisin. from a time 
wlien few men yme much iiuttcr off Uian their netghbouj^ and 
all worked side by side, to a time of gneater mcquatjtywhea half 
thu village works under the other lialf. 

In early days inueli of Ike cooking, at any rate in the somnier, 
wuiiid be done over .in outsidw ftre which was all right for 
toasting and boiling hut not wry canvenient for baking llie 
lord of the manor ivtmfj, therefore, usually estublish a coimnon 
bakchonst: whure the tenants could gel tlicir bread baked lor 
a small charge. Tins was rot pure benevolence on hu part ’ it 
w'asasmircc of tevenue. and he iicri only permitted but compellctl 
tbK vilhums to use his oven.*, though the cuatom died out in 
Engiund mucli earii,jT than in I'rance. wlicrt it was one of the 
^lovances of the at lluj lime of the French Rnvolution. 

Similarly the lord compplh-d his Icnants to grind their corn at 
hia nim, and one of the great quarrels between the Abbot c-f 
St. .Albans and los leiumts was over his refusal lo aUow tlicm to 
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use liand-TTiilis id their hou&es. The Ati^bot was suM^cej^ful in 
mainlainins hss right ami, as a erf bis viraiorVi paved a coim- 
yartl with tisc nniblan^s taken iram the oUcndef!?—a memorial 
at Ills poste r wliidi the tovmsmeD destroyed dunn^ the rising of 
1381. Tlii^ early milts were worked by water-power* wmdmtlb 
biiing practically unknown in Enj^lanii before the be^nning pf 
the lhirte<:ntb centurx^—a (act wtiicb gave addilional value to 
tlic rivers and streams, apart from tiictr iinportaiice as sources 
of water and of ftio^l, partirwlarly of et is, of which great {|ti[intlfc]cs 
won? caUd in nsedievol tiiniii. For the use rif the mill payment 
was tnailq in kind, Liint is 10 say a ocrtiiii proportiLm of the com 
btpuj^bt to he giotuid Was kfjpL for the owner of tbi* milh ^id the 
mUl^frs were tiuloriou^ for their dishpuesty. Cottti rolls arr^ fuli 
of ca-^es of mdlors taking more thrqi their due shore, and CTiodleval 
jjopLitar llteratiwo ia full of rdvr^ces to Uuevi^h tiiUlers. ChaiictT, 
liescribing thtr mUU-r arnong llw CarUerbury jHlgrln^s, says, "Wei 
cuuibi Im stele com and profit ihric^ And o( tU^ tnillvT of 
TruTUpingtoh he $ay5p “ A tlic-f }ic was. fnr-wth^ o! coni arhl mcks 
And that a jsly, imit uFing hir stf k/ 

One cpjinpicitoiL? ft-ature of the viUnage has ikjI yet lH:en allndt ?4 
to—tliL* ditirdi. Of tlie dum:h iis the ceidre oE rvUgious lift^ 
something u til hcsald in .1 Inter vEia|iler, btiE tK<Tir not in tEie 
Mhhilt$ till! same lilvisUm between religlinis and cvcn'chiy 
life as in later tiiiir^„ anil the church wa& os mncli tlii: centre of 
the s<Kii.d life of llic jv^iAiiritry .is the manordipu^i^ was ot ihcir 
hibtntritig Itic. Lt ^vos the sT,mibol of that iNpnility in tlie nf 
(loll and in ihe future Life, which iiifuk some ntiictidsforlJittpiaUty 
ill the i o( ilie I-aw during tlik life. l\ rcjireuciiled tfit ont 
puwvr tlial wall not afraid to stand itpagdn^l king^ anti noblf.^, 
and miglil on <l^^c 5 ^wm stitnd iMlw-ecn ibose nobles untl rhejr 
ywior Tljr chitnrii was ihe tneetlug^placc ftrr the 

tmnsncibn of viltnge business; ii uften serv^^:! os a bank or 
$.troiig-r<Niiiu jiiarishii>iicri tlcji<;$itinf; in the rhiirch cbe$t rheir 
and inuucy, for wliich they had no place of safety in their 
OWTI housfrs: ill the diiitrcli client also kepi a small fund 
for tln! felivf, by gifE or JOiin, of those aulkrmg from sickness nr 
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jaislortune. TIie holid^ip were assodaietl wiih the 

chutch» (or they w:ere the holv-d^yi fir f<!$iivaii» fjf the saints, 
some of which-—in particular the (qast-ilay of the saint lo whom 
the church w'as dedicated-—were kirpi as ' wakes ^ \y\ih feasting 
and nicrnmcnl in the church an cl churchy urd- There booiks 
Were set tip for the sale of food and dniik anri otht^rattractions-^ 
which wus one of the ways in vi’liich fairs orif^inalctL Tttc linghjh 
have alivayi t>ecTi a nation of preat cattirs ^nd woriiderliil drutkers, 
and as at liic day Uic favonrile way of ceblrnilini; an 

uv^uit, honouring a dlslin^urahtd peraon or rmsiiig ttitirtcy frit 
liny object is to give a ilitincr,. in nmlieval timrs nnr anc^sturs 
cotumc nioral ed iljf;ir saints by ' W'akes and ^aiw^d nintiey for 
cfiurcli ijxpenscs [xv ^ chnrcii'^aJi^a « rhcjwj were feasts^ held 
niuafly at Easter or for winch tht claurd^wrardefi^ 

bruwud great i|ttantiti« of fn>ra mait supplied by the 
pnrisidoners, and sji^id ji at a ironsidcrabie profit 3 ihey wu-re^ in 
j^rlnciptc^ not unlfkt; tlw rcfTcshment stalls at church biizaars, 
whiTe amiable ladii^ bny bock the cakes w^hich they ha.ee them- 
selv^^s <:nntributed* but tlicy sverc conducive to greater Kcnciy, 
Alt iLhinbetJian puriian* speaking of church-aJcs* which w ere still 
itiini in lii$ day^ says: 

"The mannerr o\ them b thus. Iti cvriaint townos, where 

drujikeu Bacchus Wars tfic against c hmittTiJis, Easter* 
Wiiit^jiday or some oilier time, the rhiirch-wurdens of every 
Tiari&h, with the rnn^nt of tht^ whtih- prtsh, Tirovide half a Score 
ur twenty ipiarlcrA id nmult^ whemf some tficy l)uy ont of ir>e 
Chttrcij stock and same is given them of the parish ion err Biciu 
selves, every one conferring acodithng to Im abllStie ; 

w'hkli nullity being made into viiiy strung ale or bccre, 1$ sc it 
to sale eitlier m thr <Jlmrch orsontc other place assigned to that 
punK>&*. Tfivn when this I Inf-cap (as tlu-y call it\ b si?t al^roctic, 
well 15 lie that tan gel thr soonest to it iuid ^w.ml iLiomost at it ; 
for he thill slttelh the closest to it and spends tiu; tnoste at it* 
hr Is conn Ted ihc gDritivst rniiu of all the rest; but w(m> either 
Ciitiiivt, ffir pittfrhing ;w5Virtic, w utlierwise wil nut slick to it* 
hit i> fouiitcd one destitute )»f he of vf.riuc iuiil godlTOCf. In so 
timeh iis you shaJl have tniiiiy fuKiT nit-n ntakoliiinJ -sluil for tminey 
It) spend llierjt. fur tiicy arc ptrsivodfid U is niirrtluduus and a 
gofnl sendee to GotL' 
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Ttw o[&«r& OE thd nianor were aat slaw Ip tal«! a hint frpin the 
oOiceTs ol thw chiiixh ; the and instituted ^ scoi- 

aJes ", They svntit round al liam?=t-tSnii: and rouipelEed tlie poijf 
to them part nt ihcir scanty itorc t>f grain fis be- 
I'ofivetted i&tri tfialr^ and when diis itad betn brewed Inin ale 
tliLry compelled line viilagura to bny it. Lji^fs wire passed against 
' ti:ot-flks% hut with lit Lit In pktudjig the Sife of the. 

medieval one must always i>rar in mind the prcscmcc o! 

Ihcse ItM&siir cifiidali uiih their povi^er to mrfider the peasantlife 
a burdm ki him. Men of peasant hirth ihetnsclves, niiscd to 
a Jirtk brief antliortty over thdrfdlott^, *hey wct^iii the p^sUion 
of ier^enijU hi a regiment or prefects in a i-choo], able to nuke 
things viTjy unpleasant for thE-ir yubcifflkutes. artless their 
superior offict arid master* kept a sliarp on llnim. When 
I'.dward I, at ibe heg timing oi his rci^, rmitred a genera! iiir|iiiTy 
in 10 the stale of ttie kingdom, the tf^tunis from al) parts of ihu 
tomitjy w'cre fidi of couipJaiuts agums.t Else ballii?^ and other 
ofBriaJs—mfistly e.'ifonicm of money by llucats^ but sometimes 
iltcgal imjifbcuiniesit and twiure. while in Varksliire tbo bailin 
of the ICarl «f tlncoln had dona ' nuny acts of opprc&aioii, 
lobb^ ryp ami injunts beyond bidiel '. and die steward 
harl Wattfnn^s had committed ' hinimicrabto devilBh acts of 
nppressiou ", 

The steward was the ropresentative of thf^ lard of the manor, 
and nsually rospotisible for a mimber of manors. Ho hud to Isold 
the contli anrl was, tbrnfarop bound to have some knoviTtdgo 
of bw : it was tus duty to know' how much each manor might to 
pniduce, and to keep u gimeral eye lo Ids lord's interests. Utulnr 
iiim Wiii the bailiSt, wtir) had to have a goixl knowlodgo of agt^i- 
<ulrur<7, $o thaE he did not have consianriy to be asking tlic 
i^ItTwaril or lord for instnictioiis. It was his duty Iq ove^rsee the 
working of tl e luaivir hirm in gen era! and to keep wattb on the 
other servants. The servants mchiduii the liaward, who vvsu 
T^^spousible for tfie proper keeping of ihe meadows, b edges, and 
woods, tbe Ecrrenion of the mowcr>, tile cowherd, swineherd, 
and shepherd, the dairymaid, who had ctiatg^: also of the poullr^^ 
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and* most important tif all, the recrrciL Tlitr rcfti'c, who was 
elected by Lhe villeins Irom thtik nmi mutibcri was fespoo^ible 
lor rbc actual ninnhi^ of tin; foriK, Ms duties ovcfkpping wJlJi 
l1i£>se cd tise baHin. Ife had to see that the ser^'aht^ Were up and 
the ploughs voted bct£iiics in the momirigT lha.i the live sloe It 
vvtire propetly caTed for, the torn well ilux^slicd and none o( It 
sltden, tliat the wpinen trnployed in Ihe dairy did not take aivay 
any cheese or butter^ and that tin? Ikenisnitin did jjot fje off to 
taverns or fairs or Chaacers reeve of 



Rmpetj dw/ tJk^ a jjpcj. 


N<?rfo!k, who broit|;ht up the rear of ilie cav*alcude cf pilgriitis* 
tnew hb business thoroughly : 

Will wiste he by tlic drought, and by tlir- reyn 
The yeeldin^ of his seed ami of hii greyn/ 

His lordr£ his cattJe* hb dayerie. 

His swva^ hb bot^, hb ^aix and his i^ullrie 
W as iJk’hoHy in this ron es gavumynee. ^ * 

Tiler was ne biylyh hrfde ne otlurr Jiym:^ 

Tliat lie tic knewe Ids sleight and his cov^TO 
They wtre adn^ad of hi in as of the det li. 

No small Job had the retrv'e. to kfiow all tlic oirfn-aUnns of 
fitnnlng, though tlim? are fooibh towjis/olk nouadayii who tiiink 
that farming Is nnskilkd Eabottr. The famier’a year began in 

*■ f arm--sctTiulL “■ diNi^rElLtut tqclOC 
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Si^ptcmhtT, firon ^ thf liar\T„«it had been tanitd. Thin tho 
hnd had to bu piuu^ii$:d and sown with winter whiuii. i>r wiih 
ryti If tlsB land wa=> loo li^ht and Eindy for wheat Thy pknigh 
consisletl oJ two hi^tvy bir:uiii, nnu above the otht^r, cojirniCUnd 
by veitk'^ sinit*; the lower bearn hail at itv from end a pointed 
citri't-il pSii^L- df iroup the diarv, to rut rhn earth and turn il ai^ide^ 
and in frant o( Kht diiire a knifv-llke \ik%i- iff iren^ thr cotiUer* 
10 start tile eui or farrow ; at the hinder end were two WiKideft 
L;|iri|gJifs, tioili fastened into the lower beant. and thai on the left 
d^i (asileniNl to the end ul the upfuit lhi.">e ftnTnMtliC tailh 

or plough-startn Uy wSiich the plpin^hinan glided it. The heavy 
Saxon plfKiti^h wa-i rlrawn 113- eight ojtni/biit W^hlQT ploughs werts 
usi^hI with four, m even two, osen, 3'nkvd in palr^: 

' The plniighmari'a an consisteth liernm, that he drive tliu yoked 
oxen ntiiJw:rsmiringnor t?rickiTig or gruri-bg ih™, * Such 

tnnix shoubi not Ik: trui^mcholy nitv wTathfnl hul rlieetliih lively ^ 
ami fill] of son^^ thii bv their inelody and iwiig tliv oxen may 111 
la nunniLT rejoice in their labour Such a plongliOEan liiimihl 
bring ihr httiib:r Mitli hU own hanih, .tnd Jove bh i>\en and 
with ihym by nigidp ticklini; aiid Loinblng 11 nil rubbing them wfiU 
Rtraw : ker^pmg thunt yi^ll in all mptkrts ami guarding ihrir 
hm;tgr Jroin tlii fL" 

SfjJiietinits liorseSh were ui^hl for jilongiiing, but they were more 
cxpvitdvE, as tlje^' ri^tpiin tj lirltcr feLHlingn miU had io he cou¬ 
st ,^01 ly re-shod, nnil althiuigb tlii:y could go faiietp the imdii^val 
plrjughtiiatt UT^iiully ti fused to be liinriLd uiid kqn thorn back to 
(In: pjotr of tjxciii. Wlita the com had bueii sown it hud to be 
ccw'cfcd by h.irrijw tng Tin.- lianw^ was a largo and very heavy 
grid ur t.itliqc ui Udeii oakmi bars ciuastng another at righL- 
singlt^, f!iriusljf;d with low^s of wooden leclh projecting ilown- 
wajEjs - Tb» w as sh^dy di-agi^^d the: lioki by vii p Wt*aking 

up 11 If chids unil $0 covering ibe 

Ai MicSiudiTLLt, in a gfxid ssuiion, thn wfKwJs woidd tie full of 
* nuist p IhaL b iu ^ly, acoms and kcch-niiU, an liXrelhnt fixtd 
fur pig-Sp so Uiv I'lgs wnuhj Iv; tnmvii into the w^icKis lo fetd. 
During Novanlirf tljere would ht iitorv |itoiighingp to pieparo ihn 
liuiii fur spring ^>wingi and mo-it nl the oxen would be rianghiercd 
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ami salted ^ ft was difiltrult iu ktwp much Ih^ stock 

the w inl^ip hay bsing the o^ly food availabli:, ihc nwjts 
and artiBcial caktTJ now used tmiiig imkncrttTi. During Dec^ttiber 
littio tsJidd be done oul-dde but ihe tlueshers were biuiy in rhtt 
bam$ beat trig thu grain out oif the c[irs of cnm wiib tbeir fiajJii — 
wocwlfin dubs fastened by leutheni ihon^ to the end of ^die$. 
in jonuaiy ibecowsi would be calvings and during this month and 
February hedges and ditdies had to be seen to and peas and 
b^:"anSp for rattle food, could be sowm March was a busy month, 
the limn id sowing oats, rje, and especially barley, wkldi was, 
next to whtral, tile nn.jst tni port ant ctiap, as it w^as used for 
fiialt for making tht? aJe of wliich our ancestors drank immense 
quantities. Apdl was ifie busitist time for the d air y, tnakitig 
butter atifI cheese, lor which in early flmes sheep s milk wa^ 
pteferred. Hemp and flajc—important in those days wlieri 
brnisewives spun and w ove their own linen -bad now' to be sown- 
In Mriy the folJow ground had to bo ploughed overhand in June 
the tom required weeding and slieep were lo be washed and 
^rhearird. By the bcgitiuing of July ihe hay slioukl be mowti. and 
mw ^Ttls the end of that month and during A uguii the com should 
lx- riiie and harvest in fuEl swing, at the end of which tlw 
labmtnEir^ might sit down to their hm^est feast and rcgalt! them- 
r iin gor^ and Slror-g ale btlore startujjon another vear. 



ThmHinj^t r^ntury. 
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TOWN LIFE 


The diffciircnce bttvi-ten a t^?yi-n and a village is md of quantity 
mthcr ihoii quality^ of &i£c mthcr ihun nature oj^e places 

whitJj arc ob^iemsly towxis oJid otljcrs Tt'hich arc equally c[eatly 
villages^ bur irt most ns knQW pliKcs inhabit ants 

pnoudly rcia: to \hi-m as towns and an: nmeh offcriikd whin 
strangers incamlcmsly refer to them os villages, In the iKlidiUe 
Ages it is still mortr difbcult to draw ojiy distinct tine betwecTi 
the two, as even tlie larger towns had niany nl the qoalitiers of 
\'itiugcs, possibly at the present time the possession of sidhdcnt 
shops to satisfy the ordinal}' needs of chiiir^d life Tnight be hdd 
to he the test of a lown* and in the same way the exisrcnce in 
a medieval emnmunity of a certain numher of tradesmen, persons 
¥'lio did not live soidy by a^'culturcp the mark of ^ town. 
We have seen that villages grew- np by the settlement of a niimtK'r 
of hemsehuLds, ofttm tonnecled by family tics, living togetlier 
fur purposes of iirDtcctiort; mid thk smiic motive of mutual 
protection was probably the first cause of towruL Tn \ ery early 
dav*^ the wandi;nng BritUli trd>eg liad fortifiift] positions^ usually 
on hilhinpsp surrcmiided by deep ditdies and Ligb b anks , wilhin 
w hich tilt; scaH ered ccmimmities ul Uie Lrtbe cuuM retire 
periods of w'af or invasioir jVs life hecatiic mom sc tiled and 
villages gtew' tq), Uiu fottilied village of tlte chief of the tribe, the 
centre of eueh gaverummit as existed, lemicd to btcrjmi? larger 
and mote hupoTtmit them the others and probably retained 
ilB charcLctcr of a pkc« of refuge In lime of daiigtii. The Fuinamt 
encouraged the growth of thttic ttib;d towns and liuill others. 
Being a nirtkodJcal race- flioj" thvir towmt on treat 

luatheniatLcal lines; otic inahi street ran mirth and ^th, 
anctliiiT cast and w'cit. tutUng the first at the centre of the town : 
other streets ran j^arLtllcI to thnse two, rlivtding tin? whole town 
up into a scries of rectangular blocks^ one block—at the crossing 
of the main streets—being givrn up to the mafkel-placv* niagb- 
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tT«iL«:!i^ coitrt Mill tcwn qfDcti. Ccquicctcii one siacithur by 
(be ti-xcijlbhi mails lor which the RoimAiis Wiirc these 

tiiWJi? bccMiit centra of tTaJe anTl w^^alth. 

TIjc Sa^un^ tnistruatc^l WaUii^d citit’a ; thoir gals were tho gods 
of I ho open ■ronntrj^ lliey felt ill at ease shmt up within walls ; 
io tlixy sacked tbe icmu$ nnd left them desolate, settling uuts-de 
in tlie helds. Even LnudoTi ^i^ppears to have been deserted for 
a while- Btit not irmiiy generations passed before they too be^nn 
tri see the advnxLiages of town life ; once more ii was thit noed for 
projection that be ought about the change, and this is shown by 
the name given to t vriain towns—' biirhs^' tw * borougltsi \ whkh 
means furtified places of security. As the conn til* BCllkmonl^, 
Che "ttuis^ are comnicmi’iraied in place-names—Istiiigton, 
Preston. SonthuiTiptCin, and so foELb—$o ore the l>otoughs in 
names like Cuntcrhurj\ Aylesbury and Peterborouglu iind when 
thu Saxons began to occupy the Haman waited towns they 
altuuhed to rhem their version of thq Latin word Cttiinmt (a for¬ 
tress) and produced sncti liomc^i-a^ Chester, Laneitsti'x^ Gloucester, 
and Chichester. 

Horoughj, then, began as places of refuge and dtifeucc for the 
distnc is of which they wTre ibc cetittes ; and Lheij: import one* 
was :jucb Lh:ii one of the lliree duties iniposi^r] upon all freemen 
w[io held tand w'os ihc upkeep of tlit';sc fortihcatiotis—Uic oiher 
I wo living mibtajy^ service and Iht lepair of brithfci, _\t the time 
of Ihti iJdmcsday Survey lio8fj} we Imd dial mcertmn iKiroughs. 
such us cjxford, there were Ijoui^es hulcngiug to manors in diflercnt 
parts of the couIll y, the ow^^lTs of which w^ere refspoiuiible for t he 
tleftnce of a certain puninn of the tuwji wall, (Hib wall w as iiol 
nctessarily of stone ; mcKre oUeii it wtiuld be an viirtlim bank 
With a stockide ; at BridgcnLirdi, for instance, in Slirop^irir— 
a clisirict constantly tnnibfed by W eljsli bordiir mid^—the w-iJCMlcn 
defences of ttie Iowti were only replaced by a sluuv wall in the 
early years of limry IIL anil thruiij^hout iJie thirteenth and 
fourteenth eenturu^ wc £md Import ant towns licenstMl to raise 
money to build stianc wallia.) Tlu-se houses would he used in time 
of war by sueb uikabitants of the tnaiiors os retired within tlic 
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ixjToygti for salcLy or on ^orrisoa daty; in timp uf pence Uiey 
mighL be ki ut might be used by UiC numoriiLl who esme 

ia to bay tmd sell l^or the boroughs i$oon Ugnn to bu i::i!t]itTc^ fur 
the disposal of the surplus prwluce of the fnnrB, and tlic seemrily 
wMch lliey afforded sdi^n attnuctcnl mercliUJits, and 

cruftsmeii ul ail Thu buraugh^ ther5?fotc, was tiotl^ u 

military and a tndittg c<uttrc» ami as Life hecamu miir« i^eactdu] 
and SKUftr, ni'vr lowu* gn;vv Tip purely for imdiiLg pitritost*s and 
wit!I little ur no idea gf titrfffncc. 

The question now artsj^s, why tni|H^ftiinL \avrm sliould have 
gro™ up in the parlkulaT ]K>sftio[i& in ivbinh tJiey did? En 
un^iAeriTig this we rnusl be careful to distinguish Ixitwren cause 
4 uid ofTecl; for iiialanM. If we fmd a castle and a town together, 
the castle may iiavc been built to conliol an cxisliag town— ^is at 
Norwich, UpuduN, and many qLIrt p)accs--of the to wit may have 
up round itie castle, as at Berkhampsted and many of 
I towns of the WeUh bonlm. Then* is a story of a pious friar, 
wlm^ preaching on ihe goodness of Provldtnec, bade his htareia 
observe iioiv Providence almost always caused a river to rnn 
iLmstigh large tmvn*. to the grvat benefit of tht tnh^ibitiiiil^. Had 
hi! Ih™ ns wise a-i he W*a^ piDUs n luighE have ocnurcd to Liim 
that the fivers luil got there Erst and that the towns had lievn 
built iqKiU their banks because of thttc-rinvenience of the ri^>sitbn. 
AacessHniity i^OTiv ot the mostimpirtant qualidcationsfuratDwn 
situ trtjod Jou Ixnirs on llie Aea-mist U:rl to the rise of such tom\s 
asSHLitiiamptun. I>uV4^r. and Plymonth : and the siiitng 

up fd tlieir harboms in the sixteenth ct^ntnry impovcTishod 
Clii-stcr and rctiimcd Hye ^nd \Mnrhcl6ca frum proi?porous 
btpintjglis to iTi^ignilnant country'’ towns. Xavigabk riV'Crs wen> 
eveit better London, whkh started as the port fur the 

great llritbh city **t VcruIiimiuJii (when: St. Albans 
owrd it* importance to fact that It was ihr; West ^Ant at 
whkb tbir Thaintn* wa* bridged r ahiijs Irxnn ihfl- c<hasE lowjis and 
In^nt furcigit Iiind> rntild come tip the river to this poiiu, whiJc 
tlie upper fivef ^id the foack wbidi ran us the luidge brought 
mdckuidise anti purcliasert from tlm inland ports ui thecounlty. 
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In the E4iEne w^y Bristol grewr up rmind the bridge across the 
Avon and Norwich, at the head d{ the nu'^ngahle Vare. Even 


MtnkH 1460. 

Intidf tiv g(^M f J 3 

farther Inlmd the rivtirs influenced itic ^rowtii &f toutis; tbc 
lords and bridged attmtled the rmjis and tniflEC and became tht 
natural sites for tnifLitig towns, as we may see from inch nmnes as 
Oxford and Cambndgc- So too the^unetioiis of roads; Winch^ter 
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tbe nscci.Lng-plaee ol sbt ancient toads: SiilijibuLn% Cirqiic^ten 
and Uuiitingdoa art- otlji^r instances of touiia pf sinillur origin. 

Any cuiise Liiat u oulii attract to a particular spot visitori; with 
wants to Lie supplied and mtin^^y to pay f(ir tlu tr 
WDdd also Pit tract djtali!rs, oagEa- to supply iho?.? wants and 
obtain that irsuney. Tlierolort? the Jed^hlnjUrfitHKl of a greraJ 
tTioiiasteryv wliieb was both a yentre oi pilgrimago ant! a son of 
hotel Iqt travtJJers, (rt?iiin|ijjy devebjjcd into n towTi. ait fur 
instancTj St. Alhans^ liurv St. Krlnmnds, and PclcrlKiroiigh. 
Sntfi«rtitnt'< ihvxv vivro s[K’£]ial i'anAes in^ctdiar 1o the on? place. 
lijLiU ow'cil its to the btJt itpriiigs which, Imm HuinMi 

tiniiti to the piei«ri* djy» have a by sitiisiTcts from 

tliiituJiatifiTTi; Y'ariTiriuth was no tiling but a iftllcetiiiTi nf sand- 
thanks, whcfc iliif tifihL^nnep of the rinf|iiL* Puns spiirad thrir nets 
mid smuked thfctr herrings, until men emne to buy hiTrings, to 
bartfT gcrtvis wit li the JVrtsntrn and to join in the Thcr^ 

were ako Unvn^ delih.raloly fnnnrk^ \7y individoEiJs Tho pi»rt 
vt Lynn was eitalilLshed by Hkliop Herbert of Xonneh in about 
1300 on gmuntl wlikh lie Imd ledainud from the niur^hes; that 
of Kingsion-tnvHijII (now known as E-luUj was futmdud, os its 
name by Kln^lidw^ml I , who recognbed the [lossihitiTits 

oJ I lie sliv. The same kiiijg^ when the sea began to make inroads 
oti the Bourisliing !esipoii o! ^^inchoLsco. laid oiiL tliu town alresH 
on ^ oi'b^hhotiriifg clilJ and removed thither the iiilfahitants oi 
lUt old Sown. I ilia new Winrhebe.i wa^ Laid out in reciangtiJar 
bluchiv^ like an ducient Roman or a xno'tcrn .\mencan city, and 
a fiiimluT fHun waa follom^l at on earlier date in l udlow and 
odit:r towTii fUL the Wnkh bonier, but generally ihe arrangCTnent 
of a ittniu-val town wns. haphEL^ard -iud imgul.ir- 

Tlui ifiwiis ihai during the Midiltti Ages deservo that name as 
dktiiigukliing ihtfffl from what were merely larger vUiages ntr 
ibuiti colled luJToughs. VVe liuvo :^fn i hot originally llijs imn 
incunt ft fl^^iflc■;l place. Imt after ihn ^I'orttian Cruniutst it amic 
lo mean a Utwn whose inVuibitaiit& pTssesscHl cerLiiii privileges 
and cciiild act a* a single bo*ly instcjuL of as scparaSc imik-Td iUiSa 
At the pniciit lime the London County Council cousku ol a iiirge 
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number oi persona '^vho as oti^j whole; wlmt we i&ay tliat tJsif 
r.-oudon County Coutidl such and sxteh reguhUnrt^H 

we do not think o£ the indlviiliuil {-oimriJlors but of an miaginaiy 
body whieh e^presK-^ tins Opiniun of lliuse councillura. 

So when we say that ‘ tlie iKjfuugh of L^keater" parsed certain 
by-la^vs. or prcivided so tiiany ^Idierf^, or owcil the king so mudi 
moQL'yv wo are spnaking cd an itnagiiuiry iK^raoruhcniion of the 
tiiwijiafolk of Leicesliir. A Ivuroiigb ew act us sn individual hut 
it " heis ru> !$oul to he saved and. no Ixxly ta be kickrrl'; it cun 
break the Imv but it i.-annot l«j imprisiHictl^ and if it is lined tbt^ 
mnney witl have to be raised from tiie ^paraic burgesses and it 
is niU vi;n- easy 10 say who is mjhonsdib for payTUent, 

Simw icm-ns were already bofoiighii at the time of ihe Nonuim 
Cap( 1 £ph?se : many otbaiSp wkiidi .it that time were manurial vilb, 
diffiiriojt liule fmm the manors described in the loat eliapter* 
b-caiUM boreiigin during tlie twelfth and thirteenth centuries l>y 
obtaining eluTteti^ from I heir torfis, who re<jLiirod money for tlie 
rrii^sadt'S of other piirvKJses* and were glad to ^l\ pori of ihnt 
rights to tht‘ lownsincn. Sotnetirnes the iniurorlai lord was the 
king. ftOTiietimsss a tiobJ.ir ithe luiri of lierby mode High am 
I’crfers alHf>TiHigh in 1:^5^- Bollun; in l^ancttshiie* in I 25 ‘il, 
anil Mimi'timi'ii u monastery'. This last class, the monastic lurd^^ 
were the least willing to alW their towns in tiecuinc borougEii^ 
atiil Ihe m\y^i (^nidging in the granting ot pnvileges, !>4j ttiat III 
siirti p1,n’*‘i jii at, Altiahiij Hufj- St, Edmunds, Dun&taplc. am) 
MrjtVfidi iht-fie Wi'fc rijntiTinol ^[uarrels tietwcon tin* tnnnks iiinl 
till' iuwm!iii-.n, tlnring; up ucc&iiiunully imu sucli riuls ns Uiai uE 
in ivliidi lho cathedral church of Norwich ivns burnt, 
\Vlii,n a miinfiriid vlll becanii; a free borouglt it naturaJly did not 
ItfSf its ajjficulvuTQl characteristics 3i onen.j W'u arc not smyriiwi 
tn rind thai the btagnssiii of Uiite countiy tovi'tis like Stoning 
ill SiiiwiJi or niitisttr in Stimtrset {where tlnj charier eni-ir the 
biiirgL>&^ jeave to kill rabbits that damaj^cd theit |;artknj) 
reniainiflil ptiiisants : but it is more surprising to (inrl an liupurtant 
and ancient town like Ettventry or Leicester practically sur* 
roundtd by its three great' open fields ' and the burgesstigf such 
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plai;f?5 ns Nonrich 0 >:lDTtt tnabtin^ rtn their paatunsge rights, 
v^’hirh rights the fneemtn <if *)Arfn'T<l n^tain to this day. It is still 
TncFTC aatoni^ng to auj'^csne whose idea of a toivE is siieb aplace 
as Hirminghamp ^liddlosiK^rough or Lta^ds^ to know that in the 
Middle Ages the tity law-'C^nirL ol London ceased to sir during 
the hurv€f^l season, that a law was^ j>asscd in 138S b3" whicli aU 
Craftsmen wIiom: w^ork at iheir mra trade was not urgently 
rejjuired rnust help with the hanesi- and that even in the 
sixteenth centun' weavers at Norwich, the third most wcaUhy 
city in England, had to Eeave their looms and go harvesting. 
There w.-m an agriculture] dement in ah incdiet^at towns: even 
witlim the cityTcalJs London was hilt of gurdms. and constant 
orders had to be is^cied against (dbiviiig pigs ±0 w^nnikr about tlie. 
SI Teens, iitii: although somu biir^sses were farm labourers they 
W'cre noT serfs i:ii- villeins but free men ; if a vQjeiii could escape 
juTri a towm ajid remain there as a biirgt^ for a year and a duy 
w ithout being clui 1111:11 by his Taaster lai liccaitic Iroe, 
x\ll I he burgesses iveTc irer, all bori? their share in the r^sponfii- 
biilEic^ of the towm, as rutL^payere du nwadap, and alJ were at 
first equal- Tliiry all met together from ttmo to time to discuss 
questions of general jiolky and by tlielr shouts of ^ yea I' 
or' Nay, nay I ’ sudi qunstiotis vveredeejdetl- In particular tliey 
iiTCt once a year u> ohiCL tlieir t^iwn cunneit of iwrIvK or iwcnts'- 
four men with, in Ikeif head, a provrest^ balliffp (^r mavor 

By vvluchiiviT liile lie ivas ktiow^n, thin olhtiaJ wa:% tlie tejifnrwnta' 
live of the Inivn ; bis post liunij^h honftural^l^^ iviiv fidl of respinii’ 
billty, hut if he rclustd to accept it he woulii he lieavily fired and 
in crutain towns tlie ciinuntinhi' might even gn and pull down 
hb house. lie acted ns ehkl tnagintiate anrl prt^irhid over the 
Wroijgb oHii'L, and witJi tlic jtid uf his cmitidl drew up Tcgnlatiofts 
tor the gcvcmitient uf the town. At hrit such rcgnluiioms had 
to be agr^wtl lo by ail the buTg^^^vttis, but as liine on the 
poinilation ol Qm towns the totnehants anti leading 

trademuai Ixcame rnori? wtatihy* atu! wc tliul thi^ Inrrge^^ses 
dassincil jis supErior. middle, and itifcri<ir. N^. r^^ct I be can 
be ebawn betuecu \hv^ dassia, bui tiie difference wouEd be 
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\TSihle wlien tht m Bilan- force$ ol Uie town wpr^ called up, (or 
hy the As^i/e of Anns aJI who liad piopcrty above a cenam 
aniount had to apjjear fdty armed and ruaunted. thii^e less well 
off tiaJ a lighter cquipmetit and no while llu- poorest clsK 

wore iio defensive annour and C3 fried bows, pilchJorks, clubs, 
or whntevcr wcapniB lUey couhl obtain. The wealthy class 
praduiiJIy usurped all the txnver, and often u.svd it to tax liieir 
pnorer brethren unfairlv. Tor inslancs, at Lynn in rates 
which ought not to have beet! hrvwrl willioiit tlie uimumdus 
consent of the cumniuniiy were i xturted froirt tlie poorer class 
find Instead of being n^d for trpiiir^ to alls ant 

streets were misappropriated. From Oseford. l.amhridge. ^ ork, 
and Lincoln come bitter cojnplainlj o! similar oppnsisioTi about 
ihc same liitic. ard whcti Uristcl was lined £5^ offence 

the khiH had siutcLitl)- to oidrr that the nirniey should be raised 
in such a way thai the rich sboutd not escajjc. 

Trade being tlie distinjguishing tniirh of a town, as opp^d 
to a village, equality of tr.idirtg rights was an imjttrrtaiit privilege 
of ihe townsmen. All the burgesses— nr, at any fair, all nniniher? 
of Ihr r.lld llerdtanl. which was a society, oxisting in n cty large 
towfi.i to which originally all perHotts engaged in trade W'ilhiri 
thf: I own belonged ft hough, as time went otj. the jxjorer cbiftw-s 
were Sitiuftv.ctl out of (lie gild}—hail the right to buy and .wll 
wtlfiin I he LMjroiigb u'llbom piying toll, Lqiialiiy was ciuriwl 
still birthcr iu some places, where tolkctiyie bargain jug juv-vailcd 
—that is to say, any gildsinan could claim to slure in anullier 
gildsman’s pure base ; if one mi-inlH/r of The giiil bought any gtiiKls 
wholesale to be sold retail, ativ other member who was jir«t.-tit 
could insist upon Ukiitg pan in ihv df-ah ITiis pprt-cuted any one 
getlinp a munH^poly or unlair ?haie of any parlieuLir trade. In 
the sxtnie way attempts 10 t>ash the sale of goods wore dLcoUfaged 
as iiF if -i ?T' to die Ii-iS vtilcrprisinB traders, who. as memb^us of tlie 
same conutiimiiv h^d an ctpnd nght to make a living. Tlu- 
wiamuiilty was also preucctcd from competition from ouisjde 

* UnJw and NunMcil pr.utrtailj- Ito only Urge lO«l» -Uliaat 
Q\\ih McTclliAt- 
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by tise toll? oti t!ood5bfiti£;lii or sold foreign' traders, 

l-urrign in this cas4t mc.^m a man from wy place outside the 
bomuEh : a man from NotlinctiEun isns as much ‘ a foreigner ' 
in ^■o^^'il:h as a man from Venice or Bordeaux ; tic outside 
tLatin—/oris) the pnviii^ged commuinty. 

In ilic Middle tlic iilea ol [tationality was weak compwiJ 
With the Idea of eitiicuship. ’Sov^ a man from fnirfiamor Iruni 
l",xeun.vHl proudly proclaim liimsell in BnglLskmon* but in those 
davts he would be mure likely to boiest, with St Paub tha-t ho woa 
' A ciu^eii Dt no mean city \ Lv^ry iHjrou^b w;ig a state, 
Jealniis of nil rivnts i for two 1 iundr<:rJ years iLie men of Vamioulh 
caiTird on 3 fjutirrvl with the cemfedi'racy ol Sussex sjul KerilUU 
ports known as the Ciiirjuii T*orts—a qunrre! wtikJt constaiilly 
rttinied ieto actual warfare, in which htt^cds of Jives were lust"; 
the CioqiiE Ports ?dso lotirid time to aiLick their rivals of I'ori^- 
mouth mid Fowey^ wlule Hie men of Yurmuui.h ntarihi'd In lutiii 
ugaiiist the nei^hbtjuring town ol Goricston. If tlu^ intarul tuivn^ 
\vi-rt less violent in thetr rn^thoci:&, they weiv ulway-i on the wiileh 
hj pmtcct llieir agiuruit ouisidisrsi. Oi.'eiiskTnally nil 

e >11011 would Ise made in lavour ol sjiJeetaJ towRii ’ Xotiitigham 
made t tea ties witli Dcarfay and Gt>\'X!ntJy^ as did Soiith»implon 
%vitli ^VillClltl 5 te^ j]icl Salisbury', by whieh each Tf leAStrl the other’s 
biir^rases from paynitnl of lulB, mul hi thi; ^auw. wiiy London and 
Xofwkh iiinile spetaal arruji^i;mt:nt> lur trading laeHitie^ with lh« 
hreneh b^wuscif tuj LieU^ tUidX'^de, and great hnding 

eonfi deniey ol [K^ris on th'- North S.-! and Biiltic^ knovim as iJie 
HanrtaEic L.aguc, Lud special piivklegLu in laindori. 

While ’ liireigiii ’ were ihuFUBiLaHy made t^ \^y if they came 
into The lo%vii id trade. 4itiiiwtre nut oilowed lo ai'liEe in the town, 
uiik*^ they joined the Gild Mc.rchant, thrise retliktknei iiught txs 
relaxed fur speciji! reasons Idc Uw benefit fd tlic coinnumitjv Ui 
the sixtceuth ccnlLny\ wboj Chi'^ttf hjid bixomv very imjKjver- 
jsliedd proclamation w.Ls made that anyone ivho could itkicJi the 
art ot making I he timrr qualiiics uj cloth might anil carry 
on i heir trade fredy. In the same city, wlnn I ho bakers wept 
on strike because they wem not alluw'cd to raise tJiu price of bread. 
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Oit itinvor pTCcLiiiBCti any one might bring brrad inlu thu 
lily (or Tliii uiis typical cii ite atiltude of the authorilii!'^ 
3ny attempt at prnfiteejiiiig ; th^y rtgardnl tht trvii:^ 
m^ri fli the ^r^-ant o( Llic community, dt^rving a Tea^onahld 
profit but bv no rtiparts to be ailowotl ^ c?:ct:i5&ivo one, Wh^ u 
the butchers struck for Mgher prices the mayor promptiy 

the lot of Ibi^m in prison, whtzie, ^ it was vifiy hot 
weather and they v'ito very crow'ded, they had a most un* 
pleasant time and soon reinJidiMi of Lhcir misdeeds. 

The Ijorougb courts were kept pretty busy with tmde oftLutc^p 
for I litre were few of earning a dishonthst pt^iny that thi: 
uiLdieval tradc^iiiLKn did not tryi The prize for perverse ingenuity 
tUAy periiiip^ be awarded to certain Londoti bakers : w-h^O theit 
cu^utmeR brought dougii in to be baked they wtndd put it dow a 
in\ I he counter before maldng it into loaves, und a smaU hoy 
Ehddt^n under the coontcr wonld open a lit lie trap-dcHir imd remo^f e 
1 tiiiQiility gI the dough K^fote the customer's vciy^ eyes. Com* 
pari.d With such a irick f he iisa of false weights and bad materuils* 
pa&siug ofl glided capper lu gold and sdJing shoddy go<'«ls at 
night bv tJie dim light of flickering tapeis* wm clumsy devices. 
Tile oftenders iJaid the penalty «f their mbLdeedfi by and 
niiprisonment. or hud to sit with their feet in the stocks or stand 
with tlicir head ami hands in thi^ pillory, tspoi^ci to the derision 
ol tbo crowd, bomeiimcs tin ^tuempl would be rtuide to make live 
piinishmeni fii the enme : a de’alvrr who Jiud stilii had tviiie WiL^ 
comftelk^d to drink some of it and had the rest pouxt"! over ht5 
head: a m:ui who had tapped a public w’liier-^upply tor lib oivq 
iis^t was led thfottgh tiir street* witii a W^iky buckj^t* c^ijuitiintly 
refilled. On hi^ head i and the stiltr of bad ttieul ItJtd not only to 
&T[ind in the piUory but had his meat burnt in front ol hiuif where 
he would RCt the full bcactit of the smeU. Constant oflimdere 
were tlic bakers, whose loaves seeiu muaUy lu Itav'ie boca under 
wcii^hL and tho brcivcrs. who cansisiently broke the n^tibtlicaii 
5t3 to measures and piico of aJc. Almost ovirry medie^TiJ jjoem on 
town life bas some ailusion to the Iraodulent lakers atid brewers,, 
and in one of the popular rdigious play^a on The Hutto wing of 
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HcU \ wbcn all ibe $ou}» urc tie Duril btgs (a be 

tilloivei] to keep one ani i* futally given Ute jotil of a brewef—- 
a toocli of luujiocir which W0itl4 certainly apjwiil ro tie aitilijT if f 
So. also, liie aiithor uf Pim PUwtttun, tn tlit tvigu of Hfchard U. 
writes: 


omen that bake and brew, biLtchcrs and cookiSv 
They are tin- fieopk that harm the p<Mjr. 

. They harm the poor who can but buy in uconyivorthat 
And privily and olt they poison tliem. 

f 



A Pravdulnti Bahrt f f 

On hj" n puM^ftn s iHtiilt / On rt# fit it Iting 

rinrSTj -IjfrriT^I <iM u hufdft^ milk hn /iMP/ lutOJld! 

hu wtk. 


They ctow rich by retaiilwg wlaU Ilia poor aliuuld eat ; 
ilK'y tniy tiuiiitcs, they become IjindTitrda. 

I( I buy b&nr^ily thry ntn Iniild ewp high 

Nor buy thw tcimnn^jits. 

iij>d thulr offictiTs, the kiug^$ go-beJ-WiNTTis 
^at.t^yuuJi tlifl king Atid thu luttniiDtis^ to tlir: 

They ^haiild piniiih thust? in pillcKfics ai'rj 

Thir hjT:wt;r5j it may be oI«k.tvcm 1^ wric inosiJy womeii^ an J wt* 
mnit iiut ihink of great hn?wTTit'5j nii ihe ttiodt^m Uncs^ fHrndiiijj 
lltrir dmjT. round to the lav^jms. liverj^ lavum brewed its oviTi 
all: and afti-r wery brew ptit out iu ' 4il>^-stiike which was 
a p<*k with a branch or bush of kavs at the cntL Tht^ ale- 
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stakes w^Tc soniEllmcfi w long and heavy ilut they injuped the 
fruntJ! nf the htjussis t^J Mfhieh tli<?y were attached and were 
to pei^OTtfl riding tlirau^li the naitutv stnefit^, so that 
in London ihoy were nol tdlowcd to he more tliati seven Umi in 
In every ilivisitni ot the town there werv otfieuils knot\Ti 
Bi a]ft-0'»nneri or ale-tasters, whose duty U was when a stake was 
put ^llll to go and test the ale. H it was not good the whole brew 
wentid Iw foideUi'd and the tawm might even be elostd ; but 
ii ii was satisiacltiiy the Uvitm^kccper could proceed to sdl it 
.ind might well hope It* derive a thrivuig trade, lof there were 



A Tmrtm OrrtA if( ! *• lUo* 


alwavs plenty of fiisiuiiieR where tiie ah- was good. In the 
loitneentli-cennir>'poeTH ol fiVri we have a lit tie picture 

in words of a London tavem and its custoiners: Clnlton. 
repenting of his sins, starts oft to go to diureb.hut unfortnnatrtv 
meets Betty the hrovrater. who trlU him that slie lias good alo 
md a^j.ks him tu to^ic it - 


Then in guts Glutton, atui pitat oaths wotcotned him. 

Cis iho scTups tress Bsit on ih'; hs^lt, 

Walt the eatnekwfwr and bis w|ift' u^nk ; 

Tom the tmkoraod two of hta prenliccs, 

I!kk the hacknevman. Ho^ Uie ii|TdlL-r, 

Clarke of Cock Lane and thv pa^h dtrk : 

Pai^m PiflTVor PraV'tO'Ciod and rtretl iho Flemish w oman. 
Daw tho ditcher mid a doicli niuic of them ; 

A fiddler, a ratter and a Chcaiisidr scas'unger, 

A ropcm,ikcr. a lackey, and the 
A IV4.1 cH mu ft kUid ^ bcnniit anul Tybutn tiiingnim]t ^ 
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<^Odfrcy the prlic-stOIer itnd Qtiain iht \Vrliiitmm, 

AU rarly m ihe mfiming wuldomctl Gluilua eiadlv 
ijy iLe ijgiMi alt. 

Tticre' wai bugliiiigaRdxhfittrririg afitj ' Pafs Hie tup round \ 
ana tf>3st3 and songs, and sc tiny Hit lilJ tvcns^^iig. 
^yid t,hit.on liHil gulped down a caUgii and ji rilL 
He niniUer step inn- jianii till he had liis sinfl ■ 

Then lie gan walk hke a blind sAnger's drjE, 

T ii!! sumetinies backward, 

Like a jHjin wlif lays Jitujs to <atch wild birds : 

And when lift drew to the dixirsiep. then hbtfves errtr dim, 
H<i itumblwl eifi the llireshuld and fel) Cat nn^tJurCoor. 

Tim b not n pretty pktur^. but it is imc to JJfe. Wmiini 
i 2'^ ephra An ins aixnujil oi I.ondon, written in tin; twelftti 
cenliir>-. tinmis ' tlie ittunodcfate dnnktitg of fools ‘ as cne of H.r 
two pfnguca ire,,, which the city snffered. and the n^ords of 
coroiicT.^ uniui^ts show how many deaths occurred tliroucb 
accidents and ijitoirds arising out of slnintcnncss 
-nic account of Fitn-Siepiitn, jnst refermd to. b (hr eaiUesl 
Jiid flliTiott the Duly mrdics-al description o( a town. He bujfus 
by praising Ihr siuiatloti ol London and tlie ttrollcnco of jls 
c JtiM ft. London, it must be rernymbofed. in mcdievja times 

wd^^ev ^ ■ fhe City ^-the dktrict wdtliin tlie 

extendmg rom Ihe Tower an the east to Ludgaie on the 
west and bounded on tite north |,y Holborn and on the sou,It by 
the nver. At the ifjid of the fourteenth century it had a popula- 
ion o only ahmit 35,000, ^id even so it wm more tiian three 

Fn-l' «i‘h 6.000 were probably ttie only towns in 

Lnglmd wuh more that, j.ooo inhabitants. In Htit-Stcpher,'* 

w been rather less, yet Ihern were 

within [he walls 136parish churches. bciddKaSt. Taul'sCathedmi 

rLtm 

*<wn3; Xoiw ich had its cathedral and over 

f "^k^r'r tS. and even so small a toivij iw 

Lowes had dghL All rounrl the oty lay gardum. pasture*, and 

c com.ieJds. and bey’ond them die forest, in which the 







ilf A /Vfr^w; 15^^, 

-■f rWriLT u/ f j tfit iki a/r #14J fKif* ifulin. T 4 f 

ri^tri li kUfff Atfd Ipy If,ttAlVil pffr f^r# fn^ 

^ililf 'lo/iy ■ (lit Ac ifN tt^lVA A^vtflL^i A/p# ^.V *H*»*tti u/ 

^i'«i/'iiiftiTK AaJ ^ Pinrf«u;j-&(if f¥iui m nj^m^T^t/ f I^Vtf |j*#y 

lA# iui ri £ii/li«^ 
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Tinofi T/tfe 


Citiicnis fi3d tin; Tight tti hiindjig siajs twd hrw^ and lesser 
game, AMthia the walls eniftsmen of evefV kind had their sliop, 
cacii ttadf- k<*cping as a rule to iti own slrwt or district, in 
accordance u-ilh tin? ^ynsral ci«lom in early rimes, so that com 
was lor sale on ComlillJ, li-dj ht Fish Sttcet. the metaJ-workets 
congregated tu Lothbury. I be goldsniitlu in Clieapsiclc, and tbi! 

rape^ in wltal is nnw- Catinun Street. On tlic li^icr bank, tiear 
llic wint w'lmrves, were ll,e cook-shops, whero every varietv Of 
lish. flesli. and fowl. uiAst meat, baked meal, strtv. and pistv 
was ever iJre^tarini;. Hither ran tite servants of tbose upon whose 
empty Lndt-K utic-xijwtfd guests had defended : f.crctras store 
suffietetiL to satisfy ah army «>f knights or a 1)Eind of pllorims; 
11 If! an q;iiciifc CitlJ fnr filurRecifii ^vtwdcock, or ortolan : 

and here—as Fitj'-Stephsu does not t<l! uj, btii as we bam from 

^ mvat'pie ran n considenitile 
risk of being pouontd wi,h bad meat. Conks' Row must luvr. 

.eii a usj, smelly sane, and a noisy one witli tbt safeamen 
♦Trying tbeJr wjuw. for in PUn Pii‘n;„an ivc rend how : 

Owks and ihrir men were crying ' Pics, hoi, ^\\ hot, 

^CMjd (iurk, fitMwf goose; enmt, toine and dine*. 

\\ lute wine, red wme. to wash the roaat tntat down.’ 

Wiii a gay, bits)-, prosperoiii cily. with ships 
^ Iiiijimis IcMding and tmloading at the riverside, tratfffliHwri 

h.irsaiJimg at ihr 

strdfe imd ojiiin ilmp-wnidaws. From tiine to lime the crowd 
wsiod have lo w .ittcr to moke way for a procession of priest* 
or the moLuU' d fctiime nf some great brd. On ticcaaiu.ii, too, 
iiKiiieas would U- sttnpcndrd and riit atrecls thronged with 
peopk to watefi the king ride by in state, going to be crowned at 
Uelonroter Abbey or retwtofng frotn the war^. At sucJi titties 
ihrjiousi-. would be liiing with silks and bi ightlv coloured dotiis, 
in tin; would be built upsugcj, covered with decrira- 

tmn. 1,(1 which wcT>; fair Indies in ticftuiiiul dresses. leijitsentine 
irtue^.Scu-ntc^s nr isgmcs. who Huuld mi Iti 

■i m verses of a tjioral inlt otherwise unjntcnsling naturo for 









king s In the kpisg's prcKression ^vcrnlU ride lus naWts^ 

^Trn 2 i'tni& in ^Uk5^ and veivci, heir very horses covered with 
eli^lh-of-^old, the nia^^or und ^tldemicTi in scarlet, and four or 
U\'v liujiikcd ciiix<:ns^ aU wearinij ih^ same co tours. 



A Rxf):sl Prcccitnim / e. fJJS- 
PWM \ qr /ci/lkL-nirir, wifk 

' 01 triinnjdjnnt shtri'cs rnjidi^ fhe dtirens of J^oinhtn, ye 
may iwid ill the Andrew Elockii-dj then being Maior, 

huu- Udiajiur tkiiigliUr to l^ymoiid ILiiie of I^uviinc^, tidiits? 
ihrrpngh the Citie tnwardeis \Vestfnm9it?r* there to be crowiieii 
^UiXTar cif iLiigliuuU the Oiiie iiduTiied with dilki's, and m the 
nipht uiUi kmps. ert^'iets and oiliej Ugliti without ntindwr, 
lifsidt^ many liigeanis and tiirLiiingn drvi^ thoro picseiitc^!, 
fJiy Clliaens aJ&o rTwie tt? inwi the King and Queem^^ clothed in 
long gamuoiits embroidered about witbj ^o]d iuid silScfr oj 

F 
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coloun, their horses galliintlj’ trapped, to thq mirobcr of 360 
eyet^' man bearing 3 cup Of {jold «r «lvqr in liU liantL and rte 
ktiig s trumpet tun: sounding bifforo them.* 

Thaugh such a psifcant as a coronatif.'iTi occaircd but rarclv. 
lJi«r. was ever>- yc^ir the excitemirnt of * dio niaTcluiig watch * 
on tlic tttgfii of Midsummer tvf, svheji the constables and police 
riatrulsasiicmiblnl fully armed and marched througli the priaciprd 
stri'cts, htraded lij' the mas'or and oldcrnicn and attended hv 
tuncfi-Urareti. Kidt with a straw liai hearing the badge of hi--' 
company nr Wiird, archers, drums and (ifes. and morris dancer?; 
bun tires blajicd in tfio sticots and the iiousi>s were gav with 
gafkthb and bright with lamps, 

Ihi; Fill] splemloiir of the Midsuminr^r Watch beloog^, it Is tme, 
ft* the later {Krind ol the .Middle Agiis. but life in Loudon was far 
from dull eym in the twi'lftli century. Fitz-StqiLcn idls of the 
wviikJy excilenient of the horsefair held outsiiio ifie dty woIIh 
on the fliii fiehK nf Sraithfiuid: every one was 1 berr,come to buy, 
Ut iwli. nr to hktk on—and tlitre were hurecs lo suU alJ wants^ 
at lea^ if y.m tnnk their invnm' word, lien- wem ambling nags 
for pi'ii'its or lorihrs to rnie. unfirofcen colls, of whose Iw'els a man 
lintl bi tter finwnrc, slatdy chapfren,. sturdy pack-iif.rscs, mates 
with fill'll fnaJs, cort-horses. horses innumiTaMe. At a sudden 
fihoiiting the cmwii wniild hostUy pan. ioiving a t(i-ar ctiurst:. 
down wLicIi the chargers thiimlcrcd in a mad race, ursed on 
by the crjRi of ttnht Ikjv jockeys. On holiday? tlie boys and 
yotitig men Wnuld piny nr tilling, wrijsiljjig. fooilwll. or t.Hwr 
g^amts of biiU, not only in the iields but in tlw stnets, (luiugh as 
time went on effotfi! were made to siipjae-a stm-t games 
wri-yiling svws ffirbiiltlen lit St. Paul's chiodn-uid, 'lints'. «r 
prisnwr 5 baseand games that inviilvtd tbr nnnovance ol 
were pmlilhited in Wesimmstot when pcirliameiit wn., 
silting, .>tid fonthall was constamly dijimincc-d. wtlli gucHl n-asotii 
aa it wai not an orderly game with a lised iiujiibrr of iiliti>eti.‘ 
di litiite ralts, and n^lar goiUs. but a wild stiuggli! in iweea 
lipjKKiing ratites to force the ball ihrongli the sirect.s from <tiic 
end of the town to ttic other, frequently rtsulEmg in broken li-gw 









Bn^'h and riuoits, playtfd dowTi tlic dDubll^^S mUtve4 

lilc ai its btit <JC^:a‘iio|ially rtlicsTrd an unwitry 



p«?tk5tTbn of hli lifr .md svicrt, tlirirfwf?, not cn- 

cnnrii^id in My, iis. Sn 
ihi^ ivinlor* wIum^i ilit! 
niarsiir^ were ^ovemJ 

M'ilh ik^, tlie yfrttrig TOEiii 
*Aouid fLiiiten l^i iJidr 
(«.*( rough tnudr 

cif the Je^btmes at 
animals^ and* pTtrj^clliiig 
thtniscEves with iron- 
thnd pole$, $hoot across 
thfi ice, tiitirng at one 
another/to the ba>uking 
imny hrads i\nd 
linibs, Kgngh sport; 
but it ss'uSf ill our eytfs, 
a rough and brutal age, 
and we may regard their 
readiness to risk wounds 
and injiarit^s for ftm 
as some seiHjff against 
I heir readiness to inflicc 
cTiid t yon anbmif s |gr the 
biune purpose, as ^hown 
in tlunr fondtif^ for 
bailing biilJs and bears 

womang tlicm to vi^TiiUiHg - 

death with dogs—eock- 

fightingp and> Itic panicular amusement of sct^ocilbo^'Sp tliriVwfiig 
Sticks ni a cocl: tkrd hy the leg to a p^>t- 

VcE it muist not Ijc tbouglit our ancestors werw kisensihlcr 
to gentler inffnenitrs^ 


' In the mi>ntli nf May, namely Mayday in thi? mominKi 
every man, except hiipcdiriiciit/would waJke into the s^xxIja 
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and jpeeitK woods, thure lo rejoycc their spirites willi 
thu beauty and savour »( sweelo dawtre attd with the hamuuiv 
of birds praysi^ Cod in llieir kind And for example hen^of 
taw.inl Hal! hath ante that Heniy' the eight in llw sevetitli 
Vfrarc 01 Jm rrigtt nn Alayday in tlie uiomirig, with the Ouvene 
hatlicren hjs wife, accompanied with many Lords and Ladirs, 
n^Uf a. niaying fmm Cretnwieh 10 ttic high ground of Slujotcrs 
hi . where as ila'y passed by the way tht^y ^jpd a cotnpanie «( 
tail yixniuni. cloatlicd all m gtvenc, with grevna hoodcs. and with 
lMm« and amnves, to the fiumber of zoo. One, bcimr their 
Chteftamc, was rjilkd Robin IIo«de. who desired the King and 
Ouc^ne wtib their retinue to enter the gti'ene wotul, wliere, in 
harbours made of boughs and decked witii flowers, (hue were 
set and screvtl pli'UtifuUy with >iVtiison and wine by’ liobin Hoodc 
and Ills meyiiio. 


Nforeover, the Viirwns parishes had Itidr ninyings, * anil did 
fidtb in Maypoles, with dit*crse warlike sbewes. wilU good ait hers, 
Monet datincere, and oilier devices for pasUines all the liay long. 
And towards the cvcniiiq they had slaije playes and Iwoficts in 
the strcirteis . Of att Tticsc tnay pules llic greatest was the tall 
^haft set «p before the churcti windi to IIiIa d:iv h known as 
*^1. .'\ftrlr rw LJiiiL^.rahcut, 

Snrh, thcfip ^vas l.onduEi or any otliL'f ltl^*dl^£val rily ^ a 
fcnttcd i^omnmnity, suspiciioLis tjf a sLcaja^cr and ijuitfj ^Eady ig 
■ heave haU a brick ai him ' [in i.(Zi tlw ttuilnirilk-s at Coventry 
had to give orders ' that no mno throw ne cosl at tio 4iTnuii|!;e 
man lie skrwri hym % proud of its privUegci ;mil inclined io rale 
Its luftyor aoTncwhttl above llie king, anxious as a l»dy lu see 
fair piay for aU iis members, but quite i\ady as individuals to 
take ailvuntaga n| a neigliboiir; a liatti-winking CDinniiuiity, 
t«th no mercy for ' big U-ggars that will not work wt‘|| to get 
their living , but iblerant low'urds the impoivtit and MtvtiVi rtinl 
alw4>H ready for siniplfi enjoymait in tlie shafie of a show or 
« feast. The two great blots on town life which l•‘i^i-Stephen 
notiul were the moral one of drutikentuiss untl I lie physical one ol 
fire. The narrow streets. wiLli their lioiiatw built nf wmnl and 
covered with thatch, burnt with terriWa ease and coni|>lt:tcnes. 
In 1132 the greater part of Londtpn was burnt in a fire Which 
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^urletl in ihft <rf Gilbert Qeckot, fatlicr uf the fiiTiitiiw 

Thi)tiiii» hcckct : throe yeare !(«« atiDtlier fire swept IrottJ 
Ijititltm FlrirSge to St. Qenient Danes, mvolvin;;' St. Paul's, lu 
n"!! ixrndiMi, C,^tHL'rbfiJTi', Winchester, and Exeter were all 
di- vaslalctl by fi ro W iiiehc&ror was burnt a^iii in 11 So, Glaston- 
hury in 11S4, and Chichester in IIS7. The only method ol 
rhiKrlting a fire when once it bad started was by pulling down 
tnnjses—and in itarticular tiiatclied rtiois—so ui ti> present it 
S|ircading. atid.sp«ta| honks and rojay liad to be kept in even- 
ward, or division, cd itie lowti for this ptirpose, i'ri'eautioiiaiy 
tneasimts began ro be aniopled after a while, and In Lmtdnti in 
lt39 a building byd;iw was issued by which all bouses bad to W 
built (nirtly ot sione and roofed with tilts, and this was gradually 
adopted in otlier lovrns, lliough at Norwich tliatdiefl roofs werv 
not forbidden until llie sivtcentU comuty. Atiyi hiiig ju the 
nature of an efTcCtive firc-brigailc wa* tni{Hi$Hhk- without a high* 
jFressuro waitr sujiply ; the w'ater wouiJ liave to be drawn fixitn 
wiitls or a river niiJ eairifd in bucketit. 

The sysieiii gf collectlag water In ncfwrvoii* .jr from springs 
on hich crtmnd .‘iml dlstribniing is through pifus—of wowl, 
carthonwiiro, ur lead ^swuns to liat-e iKigini in ifiL- larger inunastic 
bouses. W'hidi also li.nl usual[y uiidiTgroiiiui sewnrs flushed by 
a tlow'ing stream of water- Tliero still e-\Uts an ebhorate plan 
of the waterworks of dm eatliwlral prioiy nf Canisrbnry, drawn 
in the twelfili ti ntuiy, and later [ilanv of slne^ o| other hn.j&,s. 
The ['list coniluit or w-aur-main in l.tiiidon was laid down in the 
thirteenth ccutuiy, xmd broiigln water Irom springs at Tybuni 
to a fguntaui in VVwt Cheap: U w.u only intenilwl tn provide 
water fur the (nHir to drink, and for th« wealtliier classes (who ilid 
not diink w-ater, rvgardhig it as tim last resource of thiraty 
jwvortyj. to CFXtk their hwKl with* .lud thtre wwe t^laiions 
constatilly made, and as constanlly broken, against its uae by 
brewers, eociks, and fisUitioneflre, Othtr eondults were laid down 
during the fifteenth and sixtconlli cemmius. and at the end of the 
sixiecutli Luntuty scmiotliing in the miiure of water-towers 
supplied by pumping apitcars to liavc btea introditcad. 
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No kind of ccniral drainage: s\‘sieni was dreaint of In the Middle 
Age?. Great house?, esfjediilly monaiieric?, then^ privaiic 
system of sajiitatioo. as been mentiEnsed. when tJowing water 
was availahte: for the rcst^ fiUh and garbage of all kinds was 
throvtn mto the streets and left there until the town officials made 
a fuss, when it was carted away and dumped mto the river or 
some other convenient placo^ The streets liven in I.ondon must 
have been noLsome, and when wc Sind Tiilwarti ffT moxerf to 
coinplaiit thfit the smells of York were worse than fhosc nf iiny 
other sawn in Lhe kingdum we can beilevc that that city iin 
hiMlth resort. In suiih conditions it is not siirprislng that 
outbreaks of plafjue sfionld linve been fretjUerLt and Sj^vctc. 

The town authorities reali/ed the daiti^er of msanitan* con¬ 
ditions and made constant efforts to improve flutters, hut they 
were haiidicapfit^J by ihv onentaL fatalisnt of the unaiucaipd 
clas^qs, w'b(i> like Turks or tndLans^ regarded dtwiase ns an art 
o\ Ginl and wTiLild make no efiort tt» avoid It. The tmt national 
Sointatinti Act, applying lo all toxvjis, was passed in by 
u pariiament sitting at Cumhri^lgc, and svem^ to have been 
In^liired by tin; iNxidiady fiJtliy condiHijn nl that royal and 
karniid burnugli. It consisted oi a gimeial pmhLbitlnn oI tlie 
poll nt ion uf rivers, dilchesand sp^Lces, and did Utile mor*- 
Uun givR poiliainiMitary snppon to the by^aww on tbat subjeci 
which already e.'tt:iLed in all Ute Im^o* towns, Nihssneo of a 
cbrigrtous kind werc^ als(> ^ml\ with in hydaws; unsavoury 
tr.iiies, as tile dressing of skins, tajinitig, and brick-hiiming^ 
were usually b.mishtHl 10 the oulskins of the town, a ml atteuipU 
wrm tnadt 10 prevent the uiio of pit coal instead of ch^coEii for 
bLiming lime, on tbe gioimd tltat the fumes wert^ unpleasanii. 
It is, indeed^ inturc^tirtg to notite that the polhttioii of ihe jdr 
with the ?moko al pit coali an urgent problem of tile present day* 
W'u^ aiieady subject of coTOpluiut some six hiindr^ and fdry 
years ago* wditw Queen Klr-aiinr of l^nivence^ tlie pinu^ Imt 
a^ihnuitic vinfo of Henry lilt w-us driven away frcitti Nottingham 
by the poisonous fumes td ccal fires, 
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Fs deal Eng wiili the dwellings of our ancestors the threefold 
diviiiion of wchit)' t)econu‘$ evident: wt have to consider the 
erntages of the labtiurers, the bouses of the middle class, and the 
castleii or itaJaces of tiic nobles, llir cottages oeKcl not detain 
iis Jong i in constnmljnn they represent the least that men musi 
have to protcel tlieio from wet and cold—four walls and a roof. 
The walk wero of iinjtl or of ' vraitlc-and*daub that is to say 
a framework of upright stakes interwoven with osiers or other 
pliable strips of woo<i in the marmcf ol a w'.irtlcd hurdle, coaled 
w-ith clay rammed wdi into the spaL-es between the wattles. Iti 
one wall a apacn would Iw |dt (or entrance, wliich might 
or might not bo titled with u door, and iticre would usmily be 
one or two stnall openings, windows, to admit liulit. roof of 
tliatcU and » floor oi trodden iwth eomplcta the picture. WJUiiti 
liiii single room, hiackLiied by smoke from tlic wood fire III in 
the middle of the floor in winter or when Hitr wuilhcr was too 
WTt to do iheir conking outside, Uvcii Ihis tollager’s family; 
thetr fumiinre a irvbtc anil a low rough stools, a ebejt, an rmn 
catildrrin vmil a few bowls, mugs ajtd pitchers of carllimwaro; 
their beds liea|K of straw or bracken covcretl wjHi coarse wirtdieii 
rugs. Yet we nerd not waste iitucli pity on I hem; one's ii 3 *'u of 
comfort ordiscoTTifurt b detiTiiiineHl wuialy by wdiat oiut is iisrd 
to, and partly by Imw nmcli worse or Imtter o'lT oiie viirlfililHAirs 
jsrw. The curse of sorrow is eottipoiisou ’—and comparison 
«ptciQlly wiili wliat the siiflcrer might nasonably euiJoct, The 
lot oi :i workiiig'tuan of the prestmt day who Iiaj to bring up liis 
family in n singt* room of a (Ireary ruienwnt-bnildlng or in a 
s/iualid hoviil in some milling viIJjji;b js embiiUrsd by tlw know¬ 
ledge that other men of hU own clu±s. bji^nr csunpaimivitly 
luxurious homes; but thenitHiiiwal peasant was link ww-w oft 
than the small farmer for tvlioni ho worked, and often not viniy 
far rcmovcil ffcrni the lord of the manor iiimjell, V\'aiMni Harri¬ 
son. writing ni the rtign of rrii7H.ibrtlj, after llie Middle Ages were 
over, says that old men m Uix vOlage talked of 
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‘ the great araemlmcTit Of lodging ; for, said they* our fatiicrSp 
yea and wt oiir^lvn^ have lain Util oit uix^ri straw pnllets, 
□Ji icrtigh mats covered only with a ahtici^ under covcrlflis made 
af dagsvvam nr hnpharlots tl use iheir owb term*)* and *i good 



Thr C^UA^tr T j^oes, 

rfiiind log iiudf-r their heails instead of u huUlcr or ptlloWT If il 
were 50 tlmt out fathers or the ijootl niaji of the Isoufe—intd 
wiiliin sc.vcn years nfter his meuxiage priTciiawd a matiTes$ or 
fiork bed, and" thereto a slack of chaff to rest tib litad ujkiHj he 
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thmigbf liimsdf to W as well lcKl|?i?d as the lord of the to™, that 
peradvciitiire lay seldntji in a b«i of down or wIidIc fcaihcrs, so 
wll were they content, and m-jHi such base kimj of fimiiiunf: 
U'liidi also ia not vtry mneh arncndcfl as t'ct in some parts of 
Rctllonidtjr!; and dAcwherii lurtlicr off frnm our KOithtrn parts, 
mows (said they 1 wen; thnugUt meet only fcrwomi ii in irhild-lwiL 
fiir iJ they liUil Etny sheer atiove It was nell, 

lot seldom liiid they any unilrr their bC'cLies to keep tbeTn fr^MTi 
the pnekinq straws that ran o(t tlirough flu: viuivas of llie pallet 
iintl iTucfl their hiirdenetj hides/ 

At (he oppiisife end of the social scale were the dwtUin^s ol the 
great ntibli;>. The Korniiiu noble, being by truiinlng i man of 
war nud by virtue of the ronriticst a detested ylk'u, naturally 
llioiight cl Mfety nrst and built for hh r^idvneo a castle. In 
Hlfitnst ewry tn™ of any ji^e siicb a castle wa,= Ldmstnicled, not 
for the pTOteclion of the town, but In order to overawe tTiu towns¬ 
folk. Kvrfi M hm the Sontian rule had becotnt' oji accejiicd fact 
and relK^J|jon$ were iio longer to be feaied, tJic builLlltig of castles 
went on, but now lor the protection of tjie owner against the 
violf*ncc cil rival lords. With the niilit jty- fcatiites of tht.'se tiistles 
WT shall deal elsewhere, Cwiistdrn'd as dwellings most of them 
would not haveapiKulcd to later, mote liucurions ugiw. A tj-pical 
castle consisted of two parts ; a courtyarrl, jiirmumkHl by 
a ditch and wall, and a keep, a massive ti>wrt, usiully standing 
on an artificial mound at one end uf thr courlyatd. bi the 
rarlicr and smaller cxanlj lts the Ilving-ruams ivcm io ifie keep, 
but when Ihu outer defences of the coii^t ivcre slnmg It wa^ found 
more convenient ro piaco tiimi in tl.e court, ciil»er built up 
a^nst the ositer widt or groii^icd os a supanitu liouive .standing 
within the pronjcterl area. In agy cose ilic chief riHmt wmilil be 
the great hall, where the lord of the casUe and all im hotiscMd 
and rclainers took their meals jind spent their spare time, and 
where inimy of the fipawliold riepl. This hull was oflni, as lor 
in.^tance at Oakham or Winchi'slur. where such hails still sLand, 
a wry large building, divided Ii:flgLhwisi.- by tow.'; of pillars and 
much rescndiling the nave of a cliureh, «trept tluil if ojie of it* 
walls formed part of the defences of the castle, I he windows on 
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tliat fide wfKtId be tiurnnv sKrs. At one cud of ilic liiill woiild be 
the kitchen, and ulsewticre tha ehapei and bedrooms, of which 
the positions would be detenuined by the tiitlilar^- ncrrfb of tin,- 
building. As lime went on lujcuiy and wcfdth incrcjisnij imd tlic 
power fjl lliE cenlKit povexnment ria trie ted prk^te warfare ; 
the castles eradtially lost their miiilan’ cliaractt-r and bMuimc 
itu rely forriJiiHl houses. stroEig enough to rcsiit a casual, raid but 
not built to witlistand a sifigc, mid so develop into thv giviit 
T(idor houses, sudi os Haitipttm Court. 

In the medieval hcinse, even more Ibrui in tlie castle, llm main 
feature was the hall. This ivaa n rootu, usually (nitn one ami 
;i half to twice as long as it w-as broad, ostL-n to the full In-ight of 
flic Jiottse. AcnoHj one tnii of the room, often on a, rnbeti flats, 
was the bjEh table, where sat the niuslt-r of thv house* hts family 
and gueais: white at right angles to this, tunning liiiigtliw'lse 
dow'ii tiko hall, wcie iIjij fables lor Hie svir-ants, tJii ^ ilujie 
hearth m the inidtik- of Hie floor wus tlu! fire, the smoko from 
which found its way out througii a ' louvre ' (a hole iij th*: roof 
covered by & little tumd with tJjjeji .ddesj, leaving a Idaek ilcix^it 
of soot on f ile roof beams, and, if the holuc wi fe that of ,i farmtT, 
on file llitcbt^ of bacon and sidi^ of vailed bwf banging in llirj 
roof. Originally tlu- food was cooked an well as f-aleu in I lie hall, 
and it wus prubably partly to avoid I be inii5t*. line! I, anil iieat 
uf tlto cooking operaliotii that a wooden {lartittoit or screeti was 
built across the luwi t tnU of llic hall. Sucli a M?rt‘n, with Iwo 
doors in H. hramc a permnnuiit fcaturu irt llm medivVLi] LoJI, 
even whtti regular kitchen uflicc* were bull I beyonil the low^t 
end of the Imtl; in the Jarei-r linu-ws it usually carrii-d a galltty, 
whej'e nii3.<Lilians would play during Ricaj.4. lnit» tbt intvsago 
behind the screen tipcned, in tJu- side wall, the eloor fnim oiitside 
(oflen covert'd by a porch), and. in the end wall, ihrrc Anars, 
that in I be centre leading to llie kitchen, Ibrnw on eitijer side to 
tlic bulim’. where (lie wine aivd alt wens kept, and the pantiy 
or bread store. Such w'as vJm 1y|ik'a] arrangemcni of tile loirer 
end of tlie hail in a large Iiohm', m diay he seen in niost of the 
coUeges at O.vfurd or Cambritlge, an aireftgvmcnt which might 
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Iw siiglitly mwlined i» smiiU houses At Uic upper or high i»hl* 
enti of (hr halJ a dtwr led into llic ' ciuunber ' or Bleeping-roum 
id the family, whidi alw served in the dayUme as ihi: ' bower' 
lit special ajmrtrneat of ths ladies, .After the twelfth century it 
becaniE usual to divide this building at llw upper end of the litill 
into two stories, the lower beuif used as a withdrawitig'room or 
parlour and ilic upper—the ‘solar* <' the sunny room', houi 


llnlL 

Latin sid)—reacliod by an outside staircase, as hcdmoin. Hutse 
tmims fumislicd with tireplaces buU) into lbs wall, with 

chimnevs, ard when. In ills sixtirefilh ctmturr, at the very 
cm] of I be lurdicval imod. similnr wall fireplaces Itcgan to lake 
I hi! pldo of I be ccittraT lieanh in the hall, the necessity fnr having 
tin- bail open tu tlic roof emsed : coiisctiucntly wc tind that fratn 
TiiUi-pr limts onwards ii dccrcasiiiB nuiiibcr nf hemws were bull I 
with opfiu Hulls , and more and more u1 such i-sfetiog It alls wire 
divided into Iwo or three stones, so that often the originiil 
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pbn of hoiujs is qnik lost, and it b CTily \ry dimbnig isp 
into thi> rriof anrl finilmg llit rafters hlsickrmcrtl by tht smnkc 
pf fotitiirr centril firt ihut wc be ^tinr tEint the hotis^ b 
mediPVTiL 

[n The houses of the ncblefi ihc windows niif;ht be fUlcd with 
stftined g|jiss> bnl In ordinary thej^^ould tie njid 

until the ^iNlecnth contury glass was considenx! a luxiirj. 
Soineljjues thu ‘^viiKlrm' iifn:juiig fvniild br fdlrd with a lattice <ii 
w^hhI nr metal,, (leeastunaJly oitE 2 d linen w~outd be stretchctl across 
it, hut mo^t often it wonid be open to the wind and rain, whicli 
eoTild, binvever, be exrindcd by closing the oak sliutiers with 
which The wuidowis tvere provided, TJie walb wtre plasrercd 
and paintrd with brigTii colours* someitmes with scenes from 
biblical history, rnTnances, legends of tin: saints or adlegotical 
s4ibjdeu such as ttie U hed of Emnune or the reprc^nintion of 
' with a sad and ciberitble face \ which Henry HI ordered 
(o be piiinied over the firepiace in one of tib rooms. With llic 
iiicreast of weallii lu the lifteentU century it became the fasfilon 
to hang the walls witli gorgeous tapestries and eastem cnibioE- 
di2TJir5. Even in earlier times it w-as usual to luing a strip of 
bright tiiatiTjal behind the benches ifi the h;il3. willi a paiiL:l of 
sume richer stufl, often earried up to fmrii a cnnopVp for the seats 
of the miiflter and niistre-s of the infuse at the centra of ^h^^ high 
tLihle. 

Hie I lilies^ w’hicl] wore for the mo^t part mr^vable constructioits 
Ilf boards on wiTf: always rovereil witli tiiten cloths^ 

t )n thme w'cre set out spoon!^, kniva^hjrks were a curk^iiv in 
r.nfjlnnd even as Lite as the time of ElbJitictli—cups and jnjfs 
fd wiKxl amt i.iirtheiiwarc. Among the wrjJlby it was the custom 
lo make a great display of gtdd and silver vessels—cups and salt 
relkifs and pitrrJy ornaumenlal pieccA, such as the ' mi\ an 
elalTi^mlc piece of plate in ihr ot a sliip; sucli piate as 

could not be placed ufM>n the table exhibited 4m lU^ shuJvca 
of tilt ctipliojj'd (a name aJlcrw ards Lumsfcrr^'i to the rvceptaclu 
in which the piatc was lucked tip). Huring the pTuspertiu^ d:tA^ 
of the Qftccntli ctniuty, iibo, j>cwicr — an jiluy of tin and lead 
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ItJt wiiich Eti gland was famous—lar^fjy snppLiiilcd ihe w<KMicn 
pLittci^ ui (jarller times. Earthenware do+is nut sc™ have 
hvvn used for plate*, and indeed vct>‘ often meat wdS eaten on 
Ueiichei^, VT Lblck slices of bread, which were afterwiLTda given 
to the j*Qoc ur. w’kb liir bnnt?^ off ^vlnch tiic dincj^ bad gnawed 
most of the meat, llntig ou ki ihe floor for the dngs- As the floor 
wvu^ eovt'ted with straw ur ru’^hes^ none too frequently cltanged, 
tlii‘ unsiWouw [indsmully stiUe i>f thfi hall may \n'il he imaguKHl— 
it xvai^ iiifh't'd, one of the features of Etighifi home ILfe which 
impressed Kiasmtii iiio*t ujiFavoufably. A great impro^iimu'nt 
in t.iblr manner* wa^ cffecl^'^1 by llie intrcxlnclioii of caffiets, 
but tliat ijtdy iCKxnrPHi in comparatively recent tlmes^ car pels 
bhing rvgardrxi tluoughcntt llie Middle Agi* ^ a foreign fasHuun 
and the <t3Etr«emc^ hvight uf lu,TU^^ 

Apidfcvi' Burde, a .direwil phy^idan in Uic Lime of Henry VI 11 , 
wrote r ’ Two mealas a iLiyic U suffycyeiil for a rtsf niaii; and 
H trthofiT may tatis tymos a iLl)* ; atid liv that doth eau^ 
nficr lyv^'th a Iw.Tcstly lyfv/ The two univi^rsol meals wrre 
lUnmo:. takm ^Imut id n in the nwiniing, and supper, lor 
which lb I' nstial hour was 4 u'clock ; hreakiast as a legitlar muul 
is little hoard ot. though prolMbly nmst tnt'i:i started tlie^ day wiHi 
p 1 dnmsht of ale and rtortu brrad. but the rnote Jujiurion* itiUldged 
in ' tcn,‘-3np|:ifTS ’ at tiightj wdiich were often dtomunccil as *^111 
occasion of dnuikenned*. ThniU'f and MipjHT wtirc 
tnt als. w hich ncitnnilly varii^i vefv riiiiclj accord trig to ihn w 
ot the honsebiJdtr. The Etiglid] jird-Hiinh urihkc those of Uie 
fame rhiss on the Continent. Iiad mc-Al—iwcon/htTf, or at 
a herring—almost c^, try- day, a- well bread and cheese ; ihr 
oriiifiiiTy geiitScfinan dining by hlmsrll wcphIeI have iwn ur tiirro 
di-sliEi of meal and swr^cts; the rmbkman. who was bound by 
tradition to kn^ep open houie and i^hfuv hi^spllahty to all txnurns, 
would have a dlntitrof two or tlm^* e.ach cmirui consisting 

of a score ol diflcreut dished* iTH:iLl^ flsli, game* and stveds mingled 
biilbrcriminalelyi rndinK with fruit mid nuti. In a grc.'it hiH^c- 
tljc serving of tin? dinner, front the laying of the Liibk^lolii to its 
rcmovaJi was a ceremony^ conducted widfc the solrnin precision 
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of a relf^'ntis rite, anil a tncmfetlK of tlie tnrrecl tnetlicKl of 
carviag rli« innumomhilc JdatU of ni*it was part of dio rccHsary 
■iducatlon of a gciitk'inan. fu itsj, joctifty, tvJiua the meat 
was pm on ihf la We for the dJner* to lielp th«n;irlve>. tfitiie t^cre 
not inlrwincntljr imsot-mly atmnMcs and p.i[nts of good 
mornififs 35 wsLihiug the fiaiid* Udore enraJi, twt putting mote 
titan a itmnib and two on ilte joint \vlu;n carting it mid 

nor picking the tretL wjtli a knife iv( n.- apt to Ik: diiiegmrdid. 

'\hile 5olid meats, such a5 b;ff and mulloo and the famous 
hoat*5 htsid nsswiated wUh Chtiyinai feasts, ligureJ i„ soitifi 
txtont a.t most dinners, medicvtil cnuke-iy was imioh more elabo¬ 
rate tfian is oUtn talked. A girat varielv of soups, stem 
pasties, fritters, jdlitt. und m forth, wotr m common use, nnd tlie 
neetpes that Lave survived from the ftftecitth century show thni 
many dished u-tm of wry elaborate coiupTHifiim, most coniainiru' 
quantities ol sfuces. As a single instance wr may fate the Kdpc 
for Itche lunihard ’, a very (avemrite rlislj, soinethtiig m riio 
nuturu of a saveloy or Ocmiaii tausagt; Take jiork and pound 
It in a mortar witli add sugar, salt, raisms. currants, 

jjuriccil Jatfcs, powdtted r^p|ser and doves; put it in a bladder 
and boil It: iLen m it in dicci. Tills was served w'ltti a ifancc 
made of niisms, red wine, almfiod-milk coloumd M-itli sadron 
pcpiier. cloves, diinamtin and gitigrr, Vish also pkvtd a vcn.- 
ifiiportsuii Twt in the nwdievd kilchm. uspecUilly' us duritiu 
Lent and on best flap, wlnrli included all FriclaU, no flesh 
migjii be eaten. Tin: berring was the hsh m greati^i demand 
citbcr iRjsfi, salted, or Mitcrked, but .WTiy known fuih from the 
minnow to thir whale hgiiml tl,r medluvni bill of fmt, Of 
fniiti sfvtral varkties ol pcims (of w hick ■ Wardens ' wem fauutl 
for tbeir excdlcHM in piirs) atul apples were grm™ m the eountrs' 
as were chmuts, damsons, and plums; pomegranates ar;d 
orangte. mtpurtvd fmiti Spain, wwr- luxuries for the rich, but 
strowbtuTks (of the |ittU‘, wild kindl and cream formed a eoii.biim- 
tlou da Biudi apjuwintrtf by all classes lu the fiddle Ages in. at 
tlji- pn^it djiy. SlrawljciricA. batbirrriLs, and other fnriis were 
also nmib; into ■ tomfits' or sweats and ‘ cojtamx'' or jam. while 
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* marmtltifk % firiginallv mndr nt qtiincw, lU^utiiLt Spatitsh 
]ii.\ury, Bdaiiy khuh of wiinr, from France, Sp^n, Itiily, ;mfl Hk 
y\'et^ in tLSc, lutt tht;^ conmion tltiiik nf aU 
of wkidi pjTMli^oii^ r[u^iiUt^ were COnsuJn^il. E^vi^' ho^isi'hald 
of any ake lirewii^ti its 0^*71 ti!e, nnd air w;us coiiplfrd with hread 
a$ njie of the two cmumoditir.^ of wdiirh thft qiiality and piiLio 
Imd ro be crtntrollrrd by tlic Jccal autlitrKnlii^. During the fiftemth 
century thr UnkU, of v^ hiTHit t herit wr ru a groai many in Loudon 
and the oa;;stem counties, inlTkxliiced hett—a form of Tnnlt hquor 
like ab, but made bitter with !iop^ At ih^ new drink was 
denountr’d as poLsoti^ (lUt it rapidly ficcaiTie popalar and by thi; 
end of thizr medieval period beer wa-v supplanting alu as tin? 
universa! drink. 

During cliimrr, which a lengthy as well as a heavy meal, 
there wonilcl often bo mnsic, fit her froiii a bsind of Trin^ckms in 
the gallery at thr: Iowtt end of the liiill or from aoiire wai^dcring 
minstrel or har^iCT, who would sing old ballads of Kobiu HochI 
or Sir Lancelot, find the latest topical song in mockcr>* of some 
tmpl^^pul^Lr niinister, or would improvise £k song in praise Of tlic 
m^isler of the house and his guilts. When ihc lahlcs tuxd been 
cleared the ladies would reiirc to their chambtrr vshM Itic luen 
ccmaiiird drinking Tlicn, if ihe w>.'atb^r were fine, there would 
be diincimg outside upon ihe grass, I he Hnghsh being especially 
la^]f^d lor their ‘ caroles * m which soii^^ and d.incse were com¬ 
bi n e<L More r| abora k 1 h an t bejse sim ptt\ graceful countly' dances 
were the morris dances^ supfiosed 10 have trccn mvcriEcd by thu 
Mooriisb inbibitaTus of Scuiihern Spain, in which llic dojiceri, 
wearing costumes covered w itJi Ittite belSs and Carrying staves in 
llieir hands, eseecub'd comphcaied figures. These munis d.uictiS 
were particularly associated ^^ith the gak^tic^ of ChrisUnas and 
the New Year, as were also iho * mummiug^in which those who 
look part wore masks and quaint oosiuiiu^ and pirfontied plays 
or grotcfsque ballets. The love of dre^ms-tip. which (ill diildnui 
and the w'rier of their ciders always Imve, ivns strong in tti£!dicvijLl 
rfa%-s,atid kings and their nobles often indulged in the prantke wbrii 
an excuse presented itself. Such an occasion was the smisod uI 
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Clin»lm:L5, when ihe hall wus a scene of galrty—ff-asting, ilanelag, 
(□nmining ani'j all kttitls of giinies, Ansotig tlleit! gaitim Irt'O of I h? 
most pojiglar wen?' hoi cocklesin wlikh out pbtver knrll (inwn, 
bliJidloldcil, anil was struck—mnic too ginf.li?—liy nrfief iilayvra. 
iviose identity he had lO guess, and 'hoodnimi Winti ' Olw 
mixlem ' blind man's Imft 'k in which one had his face 

eovnccd by reveiaiiiij hi* fiOod and had to catcli tile fit hers. At 
tlie of ail the ribtons fnn was' tlie Jcirrl of rniwiili-dtw ol 
llw; sewunlS, wbo w'ore a laniastic costume and held dtwoUilo 



swny as King of riinitinas, wliose orders even the tinuner of the 
hoitse must uIk y, tiimigh if he was wise he did not take icjo grrat 
teninmliering that Christum-S conies but once a yrnr 
and til At when Ins brief rctfin was over he would l)c again a servont 
iny rnucli at ihr metcy uf iiis roaster.. 

After dinner in the sinniner lUc liidiis would walk iiX ilie gamen, 
gathering flowers, and weaving thrm into garlands, for our 
anceilws wett fond of IlnWeR nml a garden was atiacliwl to 
every grvai house. In it would hr Brnwii r&sca, llhcs, gillilloweni 
fclove-pinksh marignlds, peiiwinkU-, sw«t and ammaiic plants, 
unci] iDT perfluniHg the rooms, such as lawadcr. tosemary and 
junipti, and an abundance of herbs for use in tookety or medicioe. 

c i 
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Vi**^re iir^t infmjutmily uki^'n in rhc ^rdcn^ niid frv<> 4 i 
picnics wtfL' nut unknnwii, tliutigh usually they wtre htld k-s# 
r<ir ihc pt^un: ol ^utiiLg cut of dLycf% rJiau. a liuniinj^ 

<?xpediti<iii jnhsic any oMitT kiitd of incal itiipiis^bk, Hunling 
and tiawkini^' weit clduf nf rim but, COiltraty io 

irirro-nt idijan, ilm fut was not wrth hunting, it 

IcHike^i iipf^Pi iVH %'ennin and with wild cats and woh■l^'^^ 

j which wert still nut uncuinmon in England at fbe beginning uf 
the thirtcemh t:entiir>'ip as an anitnal to hv. putsturrd fwir its 
d^nKUon mtluT than for sport, l‘he Ix^astSid chase wure derr 
and wilrl boars and harcs^ and these wete pK-scTTcd imdtt Very 
strict punc laws. I.adks took part in hnntinjij the deer and liares 
and alsri in hawking. Tho quarry in ihe latier ease would he 
wotn-Eowi— crariL^, and hrious^ * and sevriTnl varie ties ^lf 
hawks and falcons wTitc used, really good birds tn'iirg exceedingly 
valuable, i-alcnns often Tinirmg the presents sent by kings 
to thow whom thr^" wishi'tl tn honour, and pilgrimages worn 
rnade to thr sliriiies til sainfs for the recoven' of sick haw'ks. 
l^^ck 3 qI liounds wmi also kept tor sporting piirpo^s : sjianieb 
to put up Hv<h for the tiaw ks, greyhounds for the pursuit of 
hams and dwr, tmd noudescript dogs of the masiiff type for 
hunting tlse forniidnble boar. Judging IroTn pkiurcs, them must 
have been ctmost os many vaneiies of dop in thr fiftceuih as 
iherr are m ihc twentieth ceniui3S raugutg from tlu: great savagu 
w^atfh-di:^gs down lo the litite lap-dogs of w'hich ladies often 
made pers. The fa^'ou^Ile lap-dogs were Maltese spaniels; 

* These am iltllu and pfctiie, pi0]|KT and htic!, tuid Muight out 
far and neere to satisfy the nice dehcadc of doiniie dimkes and 
w^auton women"* wiihs : iiwtrnment& of loUic to pLy dnllie 
withal, in trilling aw^ay the tmiisuro nl timii, to wilfk^lcii^w flmir 
miUiL^ Irom more comnicndablE cxcrcwes, a silliL* pooic shift la 
shun their irke*oino icUt^rss. Ihenc puppies* the smaller tht!^' 
ibv the Ixititir they nn: accepted, the. ninm plcas^iru ^Jso ilicy 
provoke, as meet phdeft'lluw's for minting intisetcsscs to Ixrcirt! in 
thriT iKk^jorns. to sitcfour with sleep in bed .itid nmirish with meatc 
ill boanh to Ik' in llieir anti licke thvir lips as ihuv Ik- in llicir 
wagons add coches. . . . Mine of this kind of pcopk ckligbt more 
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in thtir tlint Jire deprived of all pa^ibilUie oi t^a^n, tbais 
they do in ehiliLr^n tlmt nr^ irapsiblp of wwcrfnmc end jutlgcment- 
Yea, they oXt feed them of ihr: bc^t, wlim the poore mans chihi 
at tiieir doare^ can hardlto coniE by the worst/ 





Up a^^gs were not Theonly pets that wnnieii k^pt. If wc may judge 
frr.ni the fact that in 13S7 ihe Ctishupof NMnclicfUrhad to rebuke 
Certain nuns fnr bringing to church with them * blftl«, rabbits^ 
hounrb, and such like ErivoUius thines, whefennto they give mdr^ 
lacd than to the uffitn qI the church ; Caged hkd$ 
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cerE^inly quite i:nmmon m the iritdicvtil : lark^findniishtin- 
gutr* w kepi ii^t lh«r ^:irtg, rn^gpi)^^ attd, * popinjays' {parmts 
—brtuigfil (mm tlic Iia^i Gfrigitmlly by the Crusaders; for Eht^ir 
powrr of talking : ^^luirfels samctmif :5 Jctptp liS wi-re abo 
monkey 5 , but cat^n tbough they were rmployTtl \o caldi mice, 
do not sectn to hove been legardcd as pets as a rule, 

llctiinjing to the hnll from I lit! gardim, the hun t pr rnore 
ardtioiES employments^ the household ^voidd partake ol a supper 
very' similar to their previous dinner. Ihe rneaj migtii be slightly 
leis sc^hd, but it vias usually even more prolonged^ tap^ciaUv in 
the niatltT of tlnnkiiig. When tfe; days wtrfi short artiricnil 
light ^vuiild be required, for, as a miislii'vol writer observes,' it is 
shjniu to snppe in dnrknes, and peiillous also for Byes and other 
tilth such liglit they wmdii obtain mritnly from caiidles, I he 
poorer sort made of fallow* the bet tec of puriued Ixeswax. 
tramps., consisting of a cotton w^ick floating in a bovvl of vegeHabk 
nr fish oil, were more v,ihmhk (or their ronaining alight f^r a long 
Time than for ihetr illumination, which was fwble, an<J torches 
of resinous wood, though bright, must liuvo been a sourco of much 
smoke and no I it ito danger. Early hours were tlie nilc ; even its 
bhakespeure's lime to have ' heard the chimes at tnidnight ' 
was a sign ol singuJitr dis^ipatlou, while in inediEii^'al days to hr? 
SI ill in bed »ft?T sbe o'clock in tlic luofniisg was tliii mark oj 
a sEuggard t except in I ho heigh l of sumniur, Jiii>st of Uic 
Comp:my would mlirc tu their tieds soon aiU r supper wn5 over. 
If there wa^ time lo be passed beft>re retiring, it would probablv 
Iw spent eithiT tii Ihf hall or in the winjilr.iwstig-roam playing 
gamea of skill, usually for luutiey. Of Ihyse chess was the 

nioftl uncEcnt and hunutis. sl^hcss certainlyorigiiiutcd in the lutst, 
but it liad been introduced into Europe hdorc thje end of the 
eleveiilh century and spread all over thiT CoiitJntuit, Stories 
fatal c[uarrcls over chess ate common in iiit^dleval romiuice?, ajid 
chilx^ratdy canned ivori.' cljcs^mcti of the tw'dlth and llUrteciitb 
centuries may be seen in tniiseunis, while Edward 1 is known to 
have fecciveAl a present of a set of chi^s-^meo of jasper and cr^^^taL 
Almost equal to chess In popuLvnly whicli was 
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practically a form o( wur liackgamtnon, bi'Lns playcnl willi ‘lu'c 
and dniti^'iitsmcJi; tp ihh are vi^iy TmmfTOi;si^ 

nnd li was iipp^UfUily sotiiGtiina!'* piuy^d with partncur^, 
King JiiliEi fntuiii on v^riDus nccaisipn^ 'playing \M tahif-s * in 
piLruidfiiiip with noUlet?^ sitch as Payn tk Cliawon]i or Brfari <!u 
Lhhi and with 4. wealthy Loiirluii merrt^h.mt. Jobfl Hncriiiiiit**. 
Draiighls, Lhtn km^vii ns' liuiUs '* was pipuiitT, but gnnibling 
wiih dki3 was cxtmufiiy coinnitm unil cum^ lo groat kiigthjv, 
whak £-ataUi;s bi ing it^ikM nn a liugle iliniw. Pla^infi-curds. 
whirh 4iro said, like to havr.^i^fEginated in the East, wen- 

iccitainly known in Htimiie by tin- tniddi? (if xlm lourttNctitli 
century, but tli«ri* r.nl niucli nvidtnrir lEicir ia KngJdnrl 
until alH-jut a liiuidfinl yean kitf r; by tiitr liitie nf lEclward 1V\ 
Imwevcr^ thry wetj- wi-il eitubiJellied hiiro mid tripitlly inirrrui»dfil 
in [opulurily^ but o| the cxaci iinture «f medieval curd graines 
verry little apfk^n to hr known. 

ih ideas nl pfopnVty wtte rlifirrent from oiir^, and it wa> 
uiuial Inr all ibe tmunliers of a famiiVi inclinling their gnrsls, tr> 
sleep ill miu chamU^—^it wiitiid [nikctl ii^\Q Usm dithrult for 
them to df> oiIuTvi'iik': when the nTdriuiT^' Imii^re only contiiinE.'d ont 
sli^^pisiy aimitnent. Tins saeiiu all tlit marc repngnimt to our 
idwi^ as uvorylioily sh pt tmLeik niglU-ctothES hoitig pucdicalty 
iinknovi^n btlurit I lie si KteeriLh c^iiitujy . The bedst^ds in Naimati 
limes wvTo I<uv* ^ulich-iike Jraiiiii> ol woofl; its time wt^nr on theSf* 
fratiien kcamo higbrir anil mrife clukrato, thu heail of the bed 
was t arried up, as a p;inr 1 , either ot car^i^l WixmJi nr more ofccn 
of enibmlilei’i^l iUijlf, and k«oi,vn as tha ^ tester* (from the old 
I-nmch «ii irridd) ; from th^ top of llie * tfc?ter' a canopy nr 
" vltr' stTirlchinl uv*-r ilnr Led and from each comer of this canopy 
huti^ emtains. which were kifpt luop^jil 0|^ in thctLiytiinj^ lint ctmld 
k pixtt^i SO iE toiiicli:^ tile whok bed. Tlie iinol deVek^pment 
was the welbknowti' fuiir-poftt b«i * tti Tudor nnd later A 

low ‘ truckk tied * was oJivti kqii undET ills? great Iwd and biroTTglit 
out at righl lor iJsi^ use of a ^ervaiil or other iiLtcnor* The 
ordinary mattr^s wus sUtfled w jtli stniw, but the mom limnious 
sdcpl uptin feather-beds^ linen shtets w'crc In use Ifnm very early 
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tiinci, but as^vt^ bav*? already fur servants: bbnteta 
ciTid TTi^ were pliiniiiiit, and ^vtr ^01 bt a cuverM. quiltf:4 

nr cmbnsicfcKd, nr, m ^^in^Er» mndi! cit fur Tlie cnibraidcries 
irefe erf great iKuiuLy and * a lw?d^dikli was m^nt 

a complct* &et of hangings, waa a conmioii be(|ucst in iin!dievpt 
wills Qfid by rvf) lut^Ans to be despised, see^ctg tlial such betb in 
tim rtftmitb ceninrs' wvce noi inlrEqucnUy vofued at from iJty 
to a himdnxi pfmnds 



n't i^f^frJtrijn/^rrf : f. 

riEff /iJrffM S'lrjr^'p -PppKoriwf Tit d irfsiia# ffl J 

Tlic walls cf tbe chamber Tnighl be fiojifrlJcfl in tvocKh but luc-r? 
ohoii tlkcy would be liun^; tviih tnixstrj- or Fimtcil canvas bnr 
furniture there would ht at ieast one chair by tht and 

a chest ; there Tnipht be other chairs or stools, bnt itie besl UscH 
was iificii as a seat (U tin: dayt-imf:, Ap English w'ritcr of lhii 
iwdfih century say^ that there Bhoulii aUo be twurc^is fvroj«tin|j 
from I he wall* one as im perch for the haW’k and the other to hang 
ebthes upQiu The laiier was certainly usual, bill: it icems douHj- 
ful if many persons carried thrir fr/ndne^ for Ihrir hawks to the 
point of keeping them in their bethofims—it was junbably 
considered health kr for the hawks that they ihoiild have a place 
to thtimsfiives. 
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In thi: lioUfT-riasd bnlrooms ihcre wonIJ ti$uiill}* be a ivujUj- 
«amU (If rather a ntplward on which stood 4 metal basin ,md 
J^ae M'vlieval hty>ksof etiqntite maist up.jn the dutj' uf waitiinij 
lunds, (acr, and toeth every morning, but say nothing on the 
subject of an occasional bath. An early English writer refers ttt 
llieD.me>- habit of tiiking a bath ™ feilnrdit^ ^ an itistjuce of 
liieir fnjipisbiiess. and the monks wm even further in laving 
down tJie rule that a bath slimild only be taken for reasons of 
benith when nrdmfcl by the doctor, nio dtlalled acccnint, of 
K«.g Johns hoiisehnM sliow that Uuit monamb indulged in 
a bath about uiiee in three wi-els. Oji the other hand wc tend 
11. iniiinnmbk romances that It uns the first act of tiosnitnlitv. 
on Ihc amvfll of a visitor at a casUc. to proviile him with a bath, 
aiitj tlio mus^ahens to these romanoss show that great houses 
often had a kmd of bjiihyraom. 4 eurraitiod alcove cofitmmng 
H large mb. Whether soap was used f„r jwcsonfll washing is nut 
cert am. hut it, and a lye mad*, from ixixk] ashes, was used for 
WMshmg clothes. In uh.di cmineshm it is t.v]m inlerustmg to 
notice that 1 anndr« 3 « were in the liabit of losing tlnngs and 
sendnig back the wtrma clothes tvi-n iu tlie reign of Fdward V’^I 
as tri mi mventory of the E^rl of Wamick’s ivurdrobc in* 
1550 niBniton 13 made ol two shirii which ' were lust ,11 the 
hmdo' at IJy Elousn ■ and n| another which was ■ changerl at 

.\lt bough, ru we Lave seen, thi- ordinary house during the 
greater part of the ^LdOJe Ag,.s had only one slnerittg chaiibcr. 
this WM not the L.iKt wUii thi! paUcB of kings and noblis ■ vet 
vve„ ihcre the nmubcu- of rooms for giirsts was limiiod and the 
accommodation for the hoiuehold was far frmti Jnxiinous. riie 
^cjwcrsenanis, ulmn tUtiy did nut tfleeii m ihe hail, sk-pi in tlie 
kiTchcn. ouibousrs. or wiierover rhey coidd find a place; those 
of bieh^ rank probal.ly shared a coniinrm dormitory and ccr- 
^mly shared bwls. Even id llof huiiseJiold of the great IV-rcy 
family. Imrls of XottbuinberUnd. as Jato as the Ijegiiming of the 
sixteenth century ticcbaplains Jepi t wt. to a b«l, and cite children, 
or clioir-Uoyi. tlirce w one bed. In fact m considcrinE home life 
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in ihc Afjes oiie is struck by tile curicins rorabinatioii of 

lujitiry nntl dbcomfort, and by tile lack of pn\'acy. Tlion^Ii 
man ftf r ank had legal privilePts against ilia poor man wliitli 



A ttath; C, 1415. 

wovdd Iw considerod intolerable now* ilir^ two wciic tti rto-rr 
toueb than tliey arc at ibe lime, I lie procesi of dravrjn^ 

apart began willi the increase of wealth at the end uf the four- 
tccotb Century, when the auibur of Piiti Pfwttwint* writing 
shurUy before the Pcasams' Kiiing oi 13S1, commeals on Uie 
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growing cuatom of gcmlEincn tUning apart from iheir bousoholds 
(n llicdr private rooim. 


WnetrliMl is the hall where ford and lady wiU tiol sit 
^oiv have the rirb a nilc to eat by thi'inselvcs, 
in a private paikur or in a dutmber uriih a oldmnev 
Because of uie poor in Itic hall. 


Tile change in the design of liDnsea when the great hall div 
ap|)eared and rooms bceonio more ntnneroiis, maldtig it easier 
10 «panite the servants frotn the famliy. favoured the prows*, 
^ did the nw of a ■ hcw rich ' class, without the old tnuliiion*, 
in Tmita times; and ft ended by prcrtlticfiig a race who kmp 
IhMsdves to themselves and boast that * an tiBglishraan's house 
t> Ins castk 
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THE C II I* K C n A N I> 11 E L I G I O N 

The nicdiesal pCTioa might callni tlic Ag« of FidllJ and th« 
modern the of Faithi. In the MiddlL* Age$ there was (or atl 
Wciiicm EnTope only one form t)f religicm tliat taught by ttc 
Cafholu: Churrh. of which the arkituwhaigcd licad utis iJic roiio 
of Kome* No man might think for hititicll in mutters ol religion 
or hold any views dificrent (tohi thoie laid drrwn by the Church . 
It lie ciid he wns a heretic and ftctc^l at the peril <if lit* b^y in 
lliis world and his soiiJ in the next, ’tin' Ki-fonnidion being by 
nature a l‘fLU«taiit movcmiuit, it W'as nutural that vafioua 
groups of feformc-rs should pig test with vneying vigour against 
particular beliefs and practices nl the lioniBU Cl jure b, and ^muld 
go oil to protest equally strongly against each iithcra attitUide , 
so tluil: while the TSoman Church conlinucd united and unalter¬ 
able. tlw Rcfortuptl amreh rapitUy split up into innnnwrable 
sects, which have gone on multiplying down to the present lUy. 

England tlnoughont Uio MidtHe Ages was dcttnitdy part of 
tile CatlioUc Huntau Church: but the English did not accept 
the hiturfvreiico of the Pope in their affairs ipiitij so readily as 
did tliccflttthicnlal nations. WiUiani tlui Coni[iiiTor bad dci'milely 
reittsed to ailiuit the Pojwj'a claim to be his ovci^lord ; Henry U, 
in his struggle to ninke the Church submit to the State in malli-rs 
of law, had the support of a large part of the nation, until tire 
tmirdor of Hecket put bim hopelessly hi the wron? t King Jdm s 
Bctiun in ncknow-ledging the Pol« as nver-Iord of En^luniV, 
though rttoeiiixed as a clover stroke of pidicy, mnsed a gwKl 
(kal of resenttiitnt: miLler Henry' HI the English clergy 
tiunr ininil very freely tin the subject of t«ipal interfernnw and 
(asalbn. while in tlw next reiini, when the Foi« claimed to 
d»pu» of the Scottish ihrono. the Barons told him hUinlly to 
mind Illsow'Ubmdnesd. from the time uf Edtmrd HI the Eriqlish. 
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dcrgy Eu uiJl as laity, grew more anil mort itniiaticnt of papal 
conimL But this did jiot ihiiir belief, and urtil the iiiiddbi 
of tliu fuurteenlh century- tit. one in ilib copntry doubted the 
trutli of tJie fdigftiii of their antcstori—exrcpt such 
as stoflcd at Jill rijltgiou-w the f'csiticm cf Urn I'ope as head 
id the Lliutcb. TinrJi, iti cantn the tiirriblt? Black. Death, 

which liad tivo opjvejie upoti the iiiiuiis of men; some 

hec4me reckli’ss and ahjinduticd themselves lo everv kind of 
wfckediiefis, but tuajiy tunu'd ntarc seriously lo ttioitglils bf 
religiiiti. Tiic (.iitiirh at ihat time had become ven' worldly 
and ccirrnfil, .tiuJ the liapal court in particular wiis notorions 
for grted ami iminniubty; added to which. iLere waa a ’ w-1.i.=fM ■ 
ur spill ill tile thitreb, that there were HCiuath' rival ];H>p(=i. 
eadi dairiiitig lo be Hie head of tJie tlhureli. Wlicn jolin Wydiffe^ 
of whom some ttccoiint will be given in si Uter chaptrr. uitocked 
the oimiptitin ot the Chuirii, he ai once receimi Uic support 
of A targe jmmher oi cnrtiest men—biu not of ilje Pope or bislitiiK. 
'Mwn lie Wi‘nt nn to attack the doctrines of ifie Church, luu- 
ticiiUrly * transutuiantjation '—^tbe bt-lttf in Hiu convn-sLiiri ol 
the bread and wme, when coiisectatcd in t]i..- scrvke ol the 
Mass, into tiic actual l^xty and blwal of Clirlit—and iJu* worsliiji 
of sniflti and relics. In- and Ins followers (w[io went furrhiir than 
lie) ag.-.ii) found willing hcarcrsi and tluriag tlw firvl half of tlie 
hflwnuh ftnttiry KnBland wjis full til the hurt-sy of ihi' LolliirtU 
But the titufi for II Promstam ruhirmatioti Jiii'd nut vet come; 
the |nrtvtT5 of thM Clnirch and the State were unltitll to crush 
inn heresy, and the Engiish peoplecotitinutd to Jiuld the Calhollc 
faith and lc- look lo Home fur giitrjiuice, until Uoiiry VI fl, for 
punely rKrraonal reasons, sevtnid ihc EttglisJi Church tfnm the 
cmitiof of the Pope {wimreat many rejokedl and, mine nr Icus 
accidcntutly, tut luoso ihe IIoikI of rtfunniag Protestatitlsni 
jwhrreat a few ckuIuh}), 

Dnr o! the doctriues of the LiiHards was liie cquaiily of all 
men, and tJiis mus also upheld by the Church, in theiir}' and n> 
a large cytent m fiMCiicc. The ChufeU Was in thrurv a enm^ 
plctcly dnTu.Kraiic body. The son .rf a peasant, if he became 
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a priest, might rise nm be a bishop ox even, as Pope, become the 
supcTior of aU the Jirngs of turqpeL The only Kngliibnxiin wlio 
ever hecamn Pope?—Nicijqlas lirakespere (Pope Aulrian lY]— 
wfiE the ^11 ot a Itnmble tuvmsinan oi St. Albiins, ami Cardinal 
\^'ohp)' was tile son ol a small (arrucr. Even %-i]!uiii5, ^vlion 
once they had obiaiiii^ leave from their lortls to take holy 
orders, had a chance of rking to these hciglits. la tlT^.-ory^ 
also, the Cliotcb looked upm all laymtLn^ rich and poor alike, 
flis emial, and piiniEhr.d Iho sins of all alikt, but the aettud proctico 
of the Churfili cairrts is sJunvu m |.ljcir pfocccdiligs lU Kent in 
u'heu SiH'cre ji^nanccs wete put ij^Kin persons of Initnbli: 
pj^itbii, bid Sir Tliomcts ilt Mary^nes was aUoiveil to pity a fine, 
as ' Jl was not seemly fcir u ImigUt to do jmldlc pErniniEMi \ Still, 
Uie t liurcb could ^tand up agaiEist thtr uobks mid ilid fnrin 
a Ccrtaki restrainL upjn ibtir i>owur over the pHir. And h"wovcr 
fnr LtiB CliurcU as a wliok* fell sluirt of Christian idral^, there 
woe alwaj'^s many g'oo^l priests to icacb ilii>si! ideak, by wnfd 
and exatn|j]e, ami to uphold truth and jiiEtiee; 

Anolhei ptunt in whhdi practice Idi fax sliort of thiJCiT>“ was 
in tlw religious edncatifiEi of the people. Every person was 
sitppoEOd to know At least tlie PaTvnitHiicf (Ijord's Prayer], 
Cmrd, and Aw? Ai^foVi (or .Angdic SaliJUtloii}, eiiho m Latin 
Of in Eiiglhih, Yet many grew up ivithfsui *^vm set mueb know¬ 
ledge of thi'ir services^ and many more knew noibing alKrtit the 
meaning inE the Latin K-rvnees whitb they Jueard in tbdr cJlurdirSi 
Nipf was this sntprkiEig, when ofien the priests thtnrutdves were 
llttk wii*T than tiurir [laririiiontts. p^II through the Mid^Ue 
Ages wo bnd continiiiJ complaints of tbn appaUiiig Igmu^nee 
of many cif tlii^ cIcTfy. ‘ Sloth/ in the FtWufl Pirn 

Plpi£7min, conf&spsr 

I hjivo fiecn prit5M ami f>arM>n for thirty winters p^st, 

Bin I cxoinol solfa or Euig, or rend a Lathi UIc uf saihti ^ ; 

But I can find a harc^ in a tield or in a furrow* 

Patter than roustnn? the hi^i Psahn or vsepkin it to the patish* 
1 can hohl h friLTiitly meeriiig^ I can cast d shire's occ^»util^* 
Bui in tna,$>-boQk or Pope's cdiizL t canrtot read a lint^ 
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Tfiis might be tbotiglit a poetic exaggeration, hut viainitiqn ol 
ikiventcen parishes in Berkshire m shnwed lUat hvy uf the 
rigrgy cauld neither constnte nrjr sjtig the llaSo, and oilier reconls 
shqw that sLici> a state of fliiairs ^^'as not TOucoiniiitjii. HtsJiop 
Hooper's visitation iii have sliutvn * scotch of 

\t1io could not Mi who was the *Ltit!ior of tiie Lord s 
Ptaj^er, or where it was to Ikt found *. \Vjaeti Loub de HeAiimorit 
became Bifibop of Durham ui 1310, ii U said tlmt' he 
not Latm. and coidd scarce prtmoimec it- \\ htn, tliereforc, at 
ccrnsccrnitioii* lie should have niad*.' his formal iiraftiiicm, he 
could not lead it, thmigh he Imd been instructed thereju lur 
luany days beforehand : and haviiic at last ardved, ith many 
promptings frojii otliers. at the word difrro/flfihui, which after 
tiiany gasps he yet could noi proucmnce, at Icogth ho saJil in 
itic Vrench tongutv " Let that he fakcu m readf'' M\ the 
bysl-uotlrre wore aimiicd, mminunp vhuT sucli a mun siiouhl bo 
consecnitLd bishop. Anolinr time- when he was conferring 
lltdy Orders, and- could not jiroiiuiitico that phrase, jw lu^io/ep 
ho sdd in Freticli to Uiosc that stood by/* By St. Louis, the man 
waa a clown that wruU? this wtsird 1 " ' 

The use of Latin ^ tlio universal lauguuge Of the Church had 
this ml vantage, ibat a mim whti knew the service could join m 
it wherever hu might be—-an EngUahmLm would tK? as much at 
liiime in a Gemutip Frencln ^id liallaii tibureh as m the church 
vl lu& own parttln But it had the obvious disadvanta^ge thui if 
he dkl nid hnow Latin and liml not been pro^jcrly in^tmcied he 
would Im: as little at in liLi parish church ^ he uonid bo 
in 4 foreign land. A great preadirr of the iliutccnth century 
pkiURii his caiigTcgatkm saying/ We underslatid not the -Mass, 
4 ml caunol ihcfcit so will as wc sliould^ nor feel so great 

ruvirrence as if we utiikrstDOd iL We understand every word 
ol rhti 5crmun. but the Miiss wc understand not, nur know what 
li being read orsniig I we Cannot comprehofid it/ Such ignorance 
o! prit^uamt jiiiopb led to sIove. rilineiS on the pttrtof the 

clergy -iTid ntevtirenco on tfie part of tlie cotigrEigation, who 
Uughed and dial lined duThig Hie s^inicis, hardly troubling 10 
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doll thftir caps and kn^d at tin; supr^iin? monu^nt of the 
— tljc consircr^iicin gf Uie dcjiiynt*— which vc^ annoiuiciHJ by 
the dtiging of Uie italiclu? beLL St* Bfrnardiau said : 

' Tlu-re ato many i^crmnl fn(k ftbo, when tiir prit^st is 
bra ting, cfime tlriuiki^n from the tavemfi wait ciitside tlir 
dnirch. tidkinj^ nl Uteir oxun anti worldly inalter?, anti even ul 
ob^enilL^ ; nor do tliey inltcr tfit; chiLrch iniiiJ the clcvminn, 
at u'lticb they gim' in titter irtemenci-p with flH.ir htiadi* partly 
or wTkoUy covctcil nnit their jf>t iff knees staroely bowed ; and tlm^ 
—after running noisily to sttr Ihe Bgdv of ThnsU. hflli inidJo aitd 
lidf outdiic ilk church—^uildk.'Tily. aflrr llie barest gltm|w of 
linn, they run ufl again as Lastitv ds if thev liad s^ri tioi Cbrbt 
hut the Devil t * 

Ynl wlif^ra Ti {>arish fortunaie enough to have ^ndh a parson 
fis CtiUTici^r pkturn^ for we may be stiro that alt were taxight 
io hninv anil undeistanii auil love thfic services, Tliere the 
majority would si art the day by a trending early Mass ai six 
o cluck. Oil Siiudiiys and feiftivats they would also come to the 
High Mas? at ^ or to* in the coarse of which iherc wouJd be 
a. ^niUMi ill English. I'h* imlurr: of tfctc srrniori would depends 
ris It still dn», uj>nn the nature oi tbtr preacher: iht Inzv cotitd 
buy volumes ol scrttuTus ready-made, the ct^nscicntioiu niigliT 
deliver learrnatl discmtirscs, but often the sermon was more of 
a jiefsotinl taJk, enlivened with stories, frctjuaiUy humorous, 
falile^p or compaTisons dra^vn from popuiar Ixwks of natural 
]d^toiy\ It w^as from The pulpit that the pcopio received ilidr 
religioui ifiiplTuctiPUi and although preaching never in pre- 
Kefamiatkin days held surli a place in tin; services as it did in 
Puri 1 an limes, it did ptay a very iiiiporianl {wtL 

Siuutay waa a liay set apart for worshipp and all work w:as 
ftitbjddfm, except what was really nccKsary, such as ihc cooking 
ul footl gr the shcM^ing of a travctlor's horse or the carrv'ing of the 
liapp'«-t. Buying and s^rtUng were also forbiddim, but in spito 
of ooruitont prohibiiicms, markets conlijuicd to be beld uit 
Sunday'^ in some places^ and similarly the Courts of fjaw sonio- 
tiiutt sat an Sunday. TTia greater Saints' days w^ore also ilnys 
On which no work might be done, and in particular the day of 
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(lit? saint to tlit polish diurch wa$ dtidkAii^d but in 

tliL^ tht fact that oil ihc of ibe parish would ht 

i^ollcctetl, in hniidoy mood, in thtr ndgbliourtioud of the church 
for pi sjwiat servicr^ liid lo the erecticut of stalls, tirsi of all to 
supply iJiirni w'ith food aJid cjzink and then for the saJe of less 
nocrsary articles, tlius dei'eloping mto a resular fair. So much 
was this llie cw; iliat where, as has often happened in the 
CT^muries smee the Kvformaiton^ the dedicalion of a churth has 
Itetiii foi^Ultcrii it is often po^ihlc to recover it by fiodiii(| the 
date oI I hr village fair and seeing what saint was commctnoraied 
on ttuit day. 

'Hic Centre of religious fife was naturaJly the pariah churcti- 
t/stinlly this vras built in ihi? fir^t place by tlii5 lord of the enunor, 
who therefore had the right of p^e^ientJlsg the prim to son^e it 
Thh priest was called the rector (**rulftf] or panun ( «t!if; chkH 
pcTstin) of tlic parts]? ; he was given a house, a certain atnutmt 
of land (calJod the glehe), and a 3early Sum of monc}^ clikfTy 
dcrhtd Irum titlics. I roffl a veri' early penod it bad tlic 
custom for idl atnsliiifls to set aj.?art a tenth part of llkdr goods 
^tlieir crops, cattle* or the profits of their trading—for tJip 
Service of (xod. When tlic country canu: bi l:>o divides! Up info 
]?:inahes ihese i;cntti$, or LEthes, were naturally aiizLgnod to tlic 
cliurch of tite parish m Out of this sum tUc rector had to k*.‘ep 
the cUnrcIi m repair, 4^tst tlie [Ktor. and shenv hi-tspEtuiit^’ to 
’^iTSitors- borne rectors could hardit^ live on the iTit-fntiv tliev 
TCCftIvcd, Vi in many ebtinihes were worth hirg£ $11 m* ; tin* rectors 
of these wealthy chiucbes usually tOfik fJjc grrater pAtt of tin: 
iTioiiii\v and sent a vicar [ substitute) to do all the work of tlir 
parish for a small sum. Tbo b>rd of a muTwr would of ion give 
tJie advow'jhun of his church, tliat is to say the* right ai pre«4?ntijtg 
a rector, to a fimtiaslcn,*: ibcti, if ihn Jiving W'as wealthy^ the 
monks VLOuid get brave froiii the bhJiop tv ^ ji]?| 7 TOpnatf ’ ihr 
church, by w hicb they became rectors and eould appoint a vior 
to $erve tht parish. Lisiiully in these thi: rector kupl the 
' greut titfses" of cijm and wool, and the vkar liad the ’ r 
tithes of I^ractically cver^' tiling eUt^ from cabbages to cual-mlikctA 
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Kveiy ihutch oitisistcd of at tivo parts: a clranceL ai 
the iiasi eijd.‘ in whtdi wai thtf IsigU altar {lire cutMmunion-tflble 
ul I'nileataiit chur^licii}, and a riave to tliu ^vsl. Tlifi chancel 
waa the priest'$ portion and had to he repaired by the rniclor 1 
the nave was used by the paiishioners aiid they werr reafxrnsible 
tor its up-kcup. Thts when Biwlrniit church was rebuilt in the 


/’ffliirrtfi p,ytJi$ Tilhii m iinrf ' ««« <■ Mrri'iJ'jf 

j ^^Vf^ : l^JS’ 


Tit teen til Lcnttinv practically everybody in the parish sernis to 
fiixvc contribulfi tO the rapense, and wlmn a new lowir 
Imtlf at Tomes, all the lovvnsmen wxyre called upon lo help in 
brinsfin? Ibe stone front Lhc quarry to Ibe elmreh- Tlicri. is 
pleiJly of evidence that the people wv-rv proitd of iheir churchy, 
iifld tave liberiJly lo make them lieautilul. 11 is to i hLs pan>chLul 
palrioLiam that \vc owe the splendid clluTches of Jia^t Anglia 

* Cliwtlie* biillt lo 119 oist attil well wlr«i> pnrttWe, |a|l *n 
itinr poiUkn qejicHdod on ll» (pfc* *v»iUUe ‘11=^ «"6ht fveo he 
m\tth Rnt\ 
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iSic V\ est ttmuiry. baiil in IW- cctimn- wtu n 

\vxTfi rliif cemris uf tin- floarisliing chib tn^iustry Snr 
ihL^- wRient lo liavc splendid buildingv, tiut ewry rhunrh 
r.d; m pnjarimms-m.br«idcrcj.t v^Tmcni^ fttr ii,c 
altar hayn^. banners and di.ilictfs and images. Tlie 

wealtK of even insisrajftcant j-arkli chiirrhe. Inifntr tJ,c'k«fnnna. 

(ton ti..iu7Pn6ing, wiiiJn U ihv nf ,ijic of the Krtfiir.r 

dnnrchis* Imu survived uv tUc jirtsirm liinr tbev would be wortli 
A king 4 rmisatn. 

Jn most chinch® tbe dialled wai. slricturailv snparaied Irom 
hr n.vn bj the di.incd-an:l. ; but in ,«iy cn«’there ^as across 
the ijhiiR hue a vcoutU-n Sne«i carrying a RaiJerv, known as 
c rood-loft. !x:ca«se t]|»n it H,, rn^rntx ; fnrm 

tills galiMry the priest wasi sui,ja»«J to n;ad the Tspisilc and 
^t.s|Kr|. hat [Ins ivas unly tione in tbr. str^dcr diurdifs. TIic 
o( an most of the rtjtxl-lofis have Iwen destroved. hut 
nnmtrers of sentnns. some Inmuliriilty canLil and pam'ted. still 

disappeariid, the slu[» 
Icadlttg tv the bft ran oficn be setar ia Lho ttall 
Msiilr ihc chancel atch, 

K^Ula the luKl. altar at the East end of the chancrl, there 
^Id bL a ntinib^Tuf mlu-r altars m the nnve and side chapels 
m hoaonr ol saint., and in most cbnr^lnis some of these 

w Oual be sissoc,ai^i wii h Rihb Tliest: gilds, tvhirli Were ^ujne- 

ivomcn Wlcttca'. were assoeinl ihihs of nipn ainl 

H.ir religiipiu and soinal purpose^;. Tinjv is-ere Always 

^ 1 i'*h *^i ^ iinuge in the V“ri't!i rhurrh. 

a clmifiuf i v t'uniing ; often iliuy mauitaincd 

Ot U e R.Id, m winch ca«: the cl.npbin wotihl also, as a rule. 
^s«t llic parish priest; but the man, pntpH>se oI tlie gild, was 

lot tiTir; ^ health, and 1 . 

honour thnir f„,u-rals when they di.tcl. Sudi eiMs caiated in 

Ttl ‘l‘r«»«'>-utnwalinv-al England, as many as iwrn.J 

for "* “ ’^*”***‘^ pifMi, and did inuiiJi 

for tfic prevwittoi, and relief of iroverty. 
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Lwkinf; at the church irojo the QiitsitJc, the feature modt 
likely to catch one^i attention would be the tower, built iirin- 
ctpaily to hold IkiIIs, Evm where there was no tall tower with 
a fioal of Whs then: would be at loait a little wondeiii tiirrct with 
a SLiiigk* hell to aununoD the lU'Oplu to scji’ice. Kor was this the 


fltJfifixtn ? r, 


only puqiow that the tnedieval bell expected to perform ' 
lor acci;}rthiig to Ihe sti|>eTxtiUori of those tlayi, bells which had 
duly been clui^teocd and lilis^cd by a bisfiop^ by their rin^ng 
uwav dt:vii!i and thundt^ratuonii. On tlic south side oi 
ulil be a fjnpjecimg {Huch, whicli pkyed an imponant 
.dll lives of the parislniirters, as it was at the eburch porch 
that ttie chivi part of Ibo mairtagc ^Tvice tuiik pluce^ 
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In^^sdc the chtiJ-ch. at the west onch wuultl Iw: lUc faoL Ek-liev- 
ing as they di(i that [he saiits of infant!^ w1]l> died unbapLiicjil 
woyld lie cifcst into htlL it was tiaiuml that our lUice^tots sliould 
adititnisief ttie sacraniL'iit of baptism at Hue caxliest possilile 
opportimity, and it was therefore the ctbrioni for a fiulil tu be 
Laptizt'd on the day after Us bixth. Cojifirination, il riiay h*- 
obBer%x^h fi^'lloivcd .it a vety mtieii Jtariiei' age than h nrnv ustiiil 
in the Cluircti of ErghiDd: dhiidi^n wiin^ exiKi'trd lo be cciH' 
hrmi'd by the time thrry were l!irte yoirs old ; but aUlmu^h 
conormation was a necessary f|uanfiC 4 ti£in for nrcerving ilw. 
sacrfiinent of the Euduirisl (or Cajuntitiijicirih il ns probahk I hat 
cl 111 life ji btJow the age uf (iwcive did not ret id vs. All abovu that 
bound to comm uti irate ottee a year^ al Easter* and 
were expected to do so fn^-quenily. Tiiey wen! also litmniL 
to m.ihc tiiEiLf Corilession at least once a year^ at the tjegiiming 
of i.cnl, at ivbich sca-^cjii the prii-st, at priests if there Were nifire 
than ime, sat iti tiic nave of the cimrch to lirar the canfcs^i-i.ins 
of the pemb.-nts. who caenc and knelt htilut^^ them. 

Mixed wstli Uie rtllgitin id our ancestoi^ was mnuh superstition. 
Xor. induxl. is 11 ever ^^asy in draw £i df ruttir Une lierwci'n rohgSun 
and ^ b-^licds and prriiitice^ tiiat to one |Tetw>n 

tnaj and liLipfid wJJl app^mr Oj ajinthrr iiH-ftily swjNrxi^iiliotib 
linmbug, but io I'HiLlidni l]n»m sucli mllioul rirgard to thn 
h I’.ltags oJ ihoso tlial t>eUeve in thinti is no rrol proof of the 

dlslrt lJei.-er"5 siii^TtnrUy in Christianity of manning Tih 
diiiLliitdly supcmithiu-^ \vtL\ ihe u-tr of aatred objects for tiia^iciil 
pnifKjiftr®, Some tiling ha» alnsidy htTU fMiiil ahiiut the |«revaknci: 

i}i ma^lc and witclicrafi ; lhos<! wioi pmetised thc^sc wteked arta 
tiatl a great Lw-dUl ip {hi* ja^wer of the ffirst^ or vh'iikr confecralod 
at Iluj Ticr^ice u| the to protect tlu'in frain titr tvU spirit:! 

fhal lliey tried lo idh up* and llsf ire of such waters 

lN.^iJti;* stolen or luitiight tfiiin unworthy |rrit5.ti. Many who 
Would nut iro iiij far tlii-v, would steal wialer from the font in 
tile Ifrilid Lhul it luid all kinds ol I'trimr?.; and so ironimon was 
ihi5 ofTtJice that evrr^' binl had lu bn 5,Tipplic^S with a lock^ rl 
cover. • Many of tli- vilbgi- fulk ** wys Berthold of Kati'^b.^n 
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iQ the thirtcffllb ceniury, ‘ wfuild cfJtnc to hcuvi^n, w^rc it not 
(or l-Ueir wiidiciafts. The woinan has speU* for getting a lm»‘ 
band, spells for her inaxriage : sptHs on this ntle and oti that: 
Sf*]|s bL'loic thfi child U bdrn. before the chrtsieuing and after 
ihc cUmtcniBg ; and all she gains ivith her spells is iluit Jior 
thiUl fares tire worse ill its life long. Ve men, it i* much niani t'l 
that ye lose not your wits for the rnonstniiis w'itchtraits that 
W'lmcfi pracrise on you 1' Priests were eweii known to stTip 
tin: altar of Us omimrnbi and say a fonii of Mnss for the d«ih 
•if tlit'ir rnctiiies; and on one occasion the nwmks nf Winehtster 
Catlii-dra), who lial a t^Uiitrcl wUb ilwir bishop, detnonsirated 
ugaiiisl him by (ioing in procession the wrong way riwind the 
rimrcli.^ fanyiug Iheir crtisfcs upside <li>wn. The ignorant alstt 
nndmibledly regarded iniag<w and reties of saints snpcistitbt^ly. 
To admire incu and womeu who have liwd good lives itid giwn 
lliHr livrs for thrir faith is ati excellent thing; to commcniimilc 
ihern by statiiw is tpafonabh—we di.> the same in the streets of 
our cities for tlic great men of the world, without rven the excuse 
tint the results are beautifuL The Itoman CliureU taught, and 
si HI teaches, that pral.'vfs slioidd he addressed to iho saints, but 
nithmigh it also might ibat prayers made before a cmfitfix or 
image wfrr not made to Qwl Iddcss objetit but to the holy being 
whom it (cprwcntwl, U is j'eTfec.Hy dear thnt iimny jgnonint 
ptrsons ccnsidfied the Image itself holy, ami worshipped it as 
4 hiMthuii hh iilul. 

fliifstUm of' in(iulgr'n«s which led to l,uthcr-5 fateful protest t 
the IhHve. as sueveswr of Si. Tetcr. dairaod the power to remit 
th.' wlmtc Of s«irt of the imnidimcnt due for sins, provided the 
sinner wus truly prtiilent. and the necessity for true ni’entantc 
was tmpliasucd in mtiny liooks- But m actual piactice the 
BopcS ‘ letters uf imlutgcnccwhich wm hawked about the 
nymiry by ' j^nidutirm*. men, u-'nially of CvU life, who would 
yll tbi'ni to tiny one or rwen stake them on a rlirovr of the dice, 
were regarded ■pmetically a* Ucen«s to sin wiihont ifot of 

■ lo J-O ' widJrnUlmi.r. ecHtrtrir to Iti^ conrre of lb» ttin. wm o 
Tts^Ur practtco In biick nnigiri 
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pmiiilmimt Ja th^ n.xt i^ioitd, Tq put Uie wj.<*]e mitfer briefly' 
n dajra before ihv.a wrn= printed bookj and cojiip.i]»ty educa¬ 
tion. the bulk of thr p«iplc ncctssanly depcndcf] upon tliefr 
priKfs for r-'hsious instruction, and as xhe Church did not iaskt 
upon u hi«It luwul nr mtcUcctiial standard for her minUter. k 

ifaded to urjderstand lliee 
ifhculi sjiirjttiaJ riialtws, and intDjpnetcd thcni in the way that 
made lifg easKiat (or tiuTii. 

Li additirjiv tr> tli» onliimTy clergy there w-aa a daw of what 
e may jird^mnal religious man and WTjmtn^the niunkt 
rd iitius. who wittidruw thumsclt-es from Lb- world to devote 
thfir to pruyw and nicdliatiori. Tlie mwiaitk ideal cl 
a ft^Hgiuus corniniinity wparared (mjin tlig leorfd was not pecitUar 
to Uin^tiarmy ; it was. ,mle«i. eastern iij origin, llunigli j| ivus 
introdmed nrio Litrop,, ai»ii[ the fifth ctmmry, |t may be said 

bvtvliJr^ I ‘"'T mt-ittbers 

® b^ptations ol ihe world, to serve Gotl by con- 
Ti ijJ r«.iytfr, and to em c the ivorld by prayer and b>- thebiUe 
of b«k.> di-ahiig with leligirm. Kverymonk took the 1 line Vinta 
^ tMvwtj--none might possess pfapiTty of their own; diastjttr 
they might riDt many; anti ob-dknec-to ihrir superin^ 

niutii order m western Europe si-as that founded by St, 
mi^IIri 52y and introduced iruo England hy St. Aupisline 
l7r ^ f '"onasccftes. which already eitisted at that 

T l u England, wiirn collections of rriigioui men hVirig. each 

bit not under atiy (k-finue rule. Tlie BriiinJktm.-i lis-ed together. 

Ob*-r\Hife the njl« drawn up by Utcir foiindcr. iJuriug the 

tJr?«r . ^but when once Chrbrlanitv had 

( TM '^i ff'i'ntry was ^vril su;^ 

plied will, clergy tlie Ecmriirtinr order confin«l thdr memhert 
tu ibis jjfetincts of ibetr 
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Moma^tirria wt-rj? built on 4i pliin at uhkh ihs main 
UanUy evor ViiritJ, Tb<r chitf btuldlug was tht churchy wlikh 
wu^ cmdfmTti^ the long limb nl the cross li/’.ing formed by the 
navr, tlie itjorler itppirr Ihnb by the chumecl^ and tb±? side liinb^ 
by tht! north and ^juth trau^pts. At tlit p<kmi where tht 
Iransepis mk^t the nave and chancel was ^ towrer. Tlic ntive, 
sejmratod from the rest of the tlniia-h by a wxkudttt semm, wa+ 
Open lo the pablk,» and ofirrt fomst’d the clnirch of ihr parish : 
the parts east at the icrtcii formed tht moniistic charch. hut thr 
piihlk s^tirEj Jilmittfd lo special altars and shrines Tfithin ^hi^ 
portkin. 1 he iiiifrior of the churrh wa* pbnned with spcnal 
TifcTCiict to thr jiTOces^ions wliich were a panicnlar feature £>l 
iUE)tiastic scrvicis, Wfjtii the permit ion nf the chnreh permirted^ 
the hiiildirigs nf the monastery lay to the south, so ;is to get the 
sun apd to have the prulcrctiiop oi the chmrh frotn the north 
wind : but if Wrts n^it a\^ilahle on that side they T^vould 

be placed on the notth. Tn any case thi.y were grouped rourKl 
nn open aniri H iht * cloister garth ^ surrounded by a coveri'tl 
walk known us the doistei^. Most of the tjone nf the monli:^ 
was not spent in the church wns spent in the ctovsTcrSp and 
it fcTT this reason that a suiiny and shekcTed aspect wus 
dei^irablc- 

Opit stile of the cloiatrr^ us wo have seen» was occupied by the 
chundi; on the nppo^s^^e side lay the rciectnry or iliniiigdtall^ 
Against the w'tJl in this cloi^iter was the lavaiurj' i>r wjehiisg- 
treuglig nilfd fmm a well in the centre of ihe court, or supphe<l 
by A \\ipisi if the Tuiin&slery had a sj'siem of u-atenvorks* a$ the 
larger houses had. Inside* the rcfecior^' tvas much like the griaT 
hall of a private house; nt one end the high labie for the seniaxs 
and guests, and »icrwii the sulcus oilier cables for juiuor monks [ 
bul instead oJ a Tnnsttiaits* gallirry diere was a pulpU. from wliieh 
passages of the ilihle nr other rdigious works vvxrc read during 
meals. 

The liast sidu the cloisior contained the traiiEKjpc of the 
church, ihc chaptex-hoitsep in which most of the busiiicsij of tfie 
monastery was tiansaetcd, and PsualJy the parbur, a room in 
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which nifmks were allowed to meet at certain times for 
conwriatiofi or tort^eeivis x'kitors^ tH^erthe chapicr-hciuse ami 
parlout ^v^ the donnUory dt coramOn Blecpin^-rotmi; tins led 
ixi one end into tiie dburdi, by a Of steps in the transept* 

and at the othnr ^md into the ’ rerc-dorter * or latrines. The west 
cloister consisted of a tango of rellars ihe ^fround-floofi with 
rcMjnis above them, irsually set apart for the reception of guests, 
as ilnr monastery' was ofitn Ihe hottd ol the medieval traveller. 

Neat these maiu buildings w^as the inrinnary\ a large roam 
with a diapel opcnuig out af it. JIltc were, tlic aged aiwl infirm 
and sick muiiks, arul nJ?^ those who had liem bled. t>uririg the 
MlddJe Ages docuirs nttanhed grciat Importance to reg^ilar biee^i- 
iiig. Meals were lieaipy , much meat W'as eateii and gri^at c|naji Li I ics 
of ale otid wine dnitik^ and Hi tie regular eJSerttse was taken; 
mnh thcrvfore Ijccame t<JO full-blCHided and llabltr to apoplexy 
n&d the (Itliar diseases wUieli arise ftotn sttdi a eonditiou, unless 
a certain anioiint of bhiod W'ls drawn from lime to time. 
This was particular tv nvccssary in the case o( moniks, who were 
templed to cat and drink more than the average and took even 
\tiA eKmcbv> mo&l dtiing no ph^cal work bcyoiid pottering about 
ill ilie garden. Anctsrdingly, all ihe monks wt rn bled, fn regular 
rotationi some five or sbe times a your* and a* the pn^ecss was 
we^ikiTnitig. those who had been bled wen; excused mtMit of their 
diitic:^ for ibree days and ^lllowt^d to ffliris lo the iniirmary, 
wliert thry liad lighT and noum^tiiiig focMl. TJie of 

biccdiug being simple lUid well knowm, one of the bretimjn could 
|W3rfonti it. but in the case of more operations nr llliie $3 

a doctor vratilil almiMt always caJhd in from OuIweIc* and 
cvpn whiTTi a great tnoEto-'ii-i.erj' kept its own ditetor, he would 
very Torrjy be a mnnk. 

^=iiki the monastic liiiildings there be kitebrn, bakery' 
and bnjwhiinie, and the servants' <]uurteirs, slablios, bann am! 
wash-house. The larger hoiis^*^ woirld alsii have special apart¬ 
ments for the toilor artd oubldcr, and possibly a tanniT>^ where 
they prepared their ow’n liiathcf. So that a ^rcat monastery 
almost a village b itstdh 
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Tlic ebiet gbjed: af monastic Ufy was wor^hiji. At iliitlmghl 
ilnr- nignlL^ wgre rgi;iWi«l by I he durmilory heU ; tiicy at one*; 
jroe, their privalr (jraytr** ami cm fJiu ringihg cif a secimd 
bell, descgnilwl iL- tlie dunrji for the aifn k^: <>f Matt ini, fuHwed 
immediLUdy by Laiidi —mi entiled i>e{!ainig tlii' ibrec |.^A^-lhll> uf 
pnil&ep cxJvtis—cl (vJUzU Wgidoing %vjth the ^iini were 

tlien s.un^. Alter i^hkh the bivilmm Tttnmed to Ehesr berdfr. 
The muiiastk day wa^ reckunc-d irooi iunnr^- to sunset, that 
prriiMl taring dh ided Mq twelver Itunti. which thiirefort mried 
in len^lKt atcorduig lu the so that the aetuni ximv of the 

difhterit diariged with the length ol the 4 a>\ At day* 

briMk ilie bell rang ngalo; the brethrea went to tlte cloister 
htV4toty' lo wa 4 ili thdr luuids and cennh their hair^ and tliro 
inlO the I'liiiirh fur the ssrvite of thrEme^ wliidi was fgJlERvcd by 
ihr iiiorning Mass. .After the Toonks went in in the chayier- 
lK^ui?e; certnln ^iraycTS and parts of tlie tnoTiasTic rule were 
f Ciid and $^1me I imes a setm oti preach ed. Tise n the names of those 
f^IK^Jisihle for varSnns duties and a list of the services for tbo day 
wtrt rtvid out l alter this thosi^ whose conscicnci^ aceitsvil iht^m 
of hiiving ntgln^tecl their duty cunfesscKi thetr faults, and those 
Hdu> had detected thvir bretJiren in wrongdoing brought their 
ttccuHaliotti; ihosc adjis^lgeil w'OTthy of pmuslirncnl were llogged, 
or assigned other pmidties. Alter Chapter, I ho monks ciUier 
crJehTnted private Masses or sat in ihecloisJcr, nrading or working, 
until the third ht^ur^ when the tielj ning for Teroc ; this serv'icc 
wns frrhowgd, aftiir a simn interval. by Mtgh Mass. tUrecQy 
which camu Si-st. It bcin^* now tht; sixtli hour (L«. miJday) 
the brt'ihuin wvuK into ihe refectory for dinner—their lirst meal, 
On i>nliiiary iliiyi the meal would consist, in a strict house, of 
brtsi .1 iiiitl two courses liudi as aoujt niid mial}, wiUi Ireii when 
lit season. <Jn fasr dal's, winch included evrry' Wttbit-sday aud 
I'liitay and all Lcn(. Rail and cg.s;s W'ctb L-ateii in^teail of nicat; 
wlule nn feasts ihore were aOdhioiial courses suid eistra allow- 
ances nf wine. Few' of the wcEiltiiier houses kept strklly to frugal 
fare, anil fn many, especially at Lhu high taWe, the lecaing was 
luMirioie. 
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After dinner the mordts either went into Ehe cloister nr, in the 
siiniineTi feiirtd to the domn story for 3 re^t until the ninih hom^ 
when the bell rang for NaiiL^ a short screiqe which was followed 
try W'oik in the doist cf ur garden, Abflu t the Tenth hour Evensong 
was sung , thrji Lame supper, after which the htcihrgn sat in 
the doistci till sunset^ when they ro-eniered tho refectory for 
a drink of wiiiep and then w'ent mio the dnireli for €oin[i1inr: 
and ibunuu to bed. 

Suds, jn nntUne, wa? a i^'pical in i\ nionasteiy^ bnt ifin 
details w'onid vary according to the part kill st Order to whidi 
tho tiouse belonged. The Benedictine I’lrder^ as we have saiil, 
WJ5 the earlies^t nnd most Impartant, but in the conrst; of four 
liiindxed and lifcy yciirs the strictness of th(r rule t^Tis a 
deal relaxed. Tijen a v.‘rLve of roUginus i^tithusiasni pacing over 
L.urope in ihe tenth cciilisry resulted In Urc e^talili^hin^t at 
Chiny ill Finri^undy of a rcformt^il Order of Beiueiiic lints knowo 
as Ctuniac^ fii sjiiieof tlsc striiTlness o( tlieirrulc the CUtnhiCs, 
who h^-cJ pnories in h-ngliiDtl at Bcfmofuliey* ainJ nlsc- 

vsiierc, soon fell away Irooi their iUi'iils^ and lu'canie notorious 
for luxury. .\notlicrrefc!ritjL^ Order, tIicCJst er^rhins^ ijHtituied 
bV llajding at Chcauxin m=i. and, by ihv irdhk-nctfuf 

bt. Bcnmrrh spre ait rap idly o^^l^ Euros^i: , but deUrit?rate<t 

In their endeavour to avoid the tmiptatiiuiir of the world, the 
t.isiorciaiis settled far from tuwm in harroii moorland districts* 
which pro veil cxctihiiii for $hcep, and resulted tn their bccoiniiig 
very wealthy through Ihcir dii^lings in wool TJicir fnitudm had 
forbidden tlicm tn have staliied'gluss windows or any iidanty of 
architetlitrc in their chuirUts, bu t the mbw of I lie mtignificeut 
Cistercian abbi^j^ In Yotkshkie—h<jtuitajnA^ Kkwaulx, Jervaia— 
sho^v fsc>iv completely tliey dl^ibtyed hfs commujid^, Wt 
another ndurm ivas made by St, Bruuo at lliw Ciaiide ITimircnse 
in soutloeusttirn l^ran-ce la joSo, This CarthiL'iiau rule the 
smttfiat of all: Ijji monks kept jitafitkally i^crfsetuat ^tlnicc, 
and instead of living Epgethvr as a camtuunity thtiy ujet only 
in the church ojuj itic cluiplirf-liDibii'^, each itioiik liivving lii^- 
own tell to himsclL ITn? Carthusians wexe never nuin^r-ous Ln 
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Ehi^Llqi], liut Llicy Ltavo [di iJidr twnt: in Uic Lon^lofi Ginrtor- 
lidUS€, u’hidi iif(ef ilie of the iiiodastcrits liccami' an 

□Jimlioiise add a public scIiooU Tlivy atom wf the moniisik 
Ordt!xs seem lo have kept I heir rule utibk'mL^heii 
The Beneiheihici? and thiiir hnmdiejs virerc wliat known as 
^ cldiitereii' Ortkrs, their iistnitwiia ln:ing coniined to t!ie prv* 
clnclH uf their doUti-r ar mnnaslfirj' by tkt.lr rule—{hough in 
act tin! (jrarlkv llu^ mk was cocitiniially brukfin. Thm wajk 
liou«>vei* .iniitber Order. KluiX of St- Asi^tu-^tine. in vvhidi the 
brethren wtire not strictly vonfinM, but allowed to act 
a- jwrLdi prk-^U and in othvf irays to uM wfth the nuUide 
woiitL Thu luiu^ ol till' Angosriniait Order wi^re hiiLli oti Mie 
siiino gcnirivil plan as tli«4t of the Benedictiiirs; Lhe teligiuit^ 
hfc war practicully the safiit?, they in tlir saiiie way governed 
by Aii -Mibol or Prior, but the Invtlir^n were irdled not monki 
but canons. Many of thei^ houses oS Au^iibLinian, nr Austin* 
canons wnc snfciilh and soinr were r^llirt HospiEab than 
rtiorics^ 

bospiiuis wrre of tlirvc LmtU^ Sntne were ^ iuzat^ 
linus^' or Ie|)er lic^jniak, for [lerson^ atiffirtng fmm leprosy— 
a name whirfi included many bkin libeas^. Such diseases were 
comniDii hi thrj^' thnrs. meing la the lark of p^^r^onal clcojilines^ 
and the ust- u( siHJi:li uU iisral and ibJi, wilh enmparathely little 
vr^ctjlilies : leaJ lepiosy was als-o not infrcqiirnt during the 
l>eriiKj of thi; rnisiidrs-. Ihring hmii^ln back from tliq East. 
Lepers were ruit aliowcsL to Jivti ih towii=^, itnd if they w^ent ihroogh 
the sItctrL^ to cotleci fcKnl and money the^' had to cany, and 
ratilu, % wutKien da|r|^ tu wurii of thdr criricUlJoii r 

consettnenily Itjicr lu>:>pit[its are coinmonly found ouisiiic tfie 
gales of iriwns. Olhrr liu:ipiLiiii wer^ what wc aihuiilcl call idjiis- 
hnuses. placvs ffff the aged and Iwfirm jwr, while others wtirc 
nursing homes for tlie sick Such was the famous hi^-pital 
Conncclt-d with the Austb Priory o( St, Harltmlam™ at Smiths 
which liiis lusted for eight huiulreil year^. It must not* 
however^ be suppo^d that ritt ancient hc^pital of St, BarilLolci- 
mew in any way rci^tnblvd the modem ' Bart a \ The sick were 
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provided with beds and food, and iheir spiritmL wants were 
looked after by ehapfainSp hut the attendance kindly rathrr 
than skilled ; no donbt the hTetlirtJii in charge obtained a errtain 
amownt of practice in lEvating the simpler disca^eSj, but ao 
provision was made for mcdicral attendamre, and even such 
a hospital as St. LcimarEFs at York, which had two hupdred 
bedSp did not keep a resident doctor. 

Another religious Order who are const anti)" confti&tci with tin? 
monks are the FriaiiSi I t b difficult to say whether the friars or 
the monks would have been tncire annoyed by the confusion^ 
as tliey were ri\'a1s w ho disliked and abused each other heartily. 
The Iwt^ mam Ordera ot Friary wt?re the Dominicans (Friars 
Freachurs or Black Fiwsi and the Franciscans (Friars Minors 
or Urey Friars}, both of which wore intrcduced into England 
early in the TL'lgn of Henr>' III. Their ideals w-crie in many ways 
diiTcrent from those of the monks. Tlie early monks witiidrew 
themselves from tire world, and their haulers are, thenefore, 
often In the cqomtry, aw^ay (rom lomn: the friara went into the 
worlds mixing with the people and pmuching to them, and ihcrc- 
fore l heir houses are always found in towTis, llie monks, although 
tht^y might not private property^ w'erc allowed to own 

land as commiinitics, and received so many gifts of cstatL-s that 
about a quarter of thii: land of England w^as mvtivd by monjas- 
tcries; the friars W'ere not allowed to receive more land than 
was actiuiJIy required (or their buildings. HiivLng no estates to 
bring them In a regular ijicoine^ the friars depended on the ajms 
of I he charitable, and when the firsl enthusiasm for Chrislbn 
poverty bad died out they neglccled their religioiis duti:^ for 
the puTsnit of gain^ and thought more of wheedling mcmey out 
of old women for the beneftt of their friary than of gaining souls 
far God. There is no bgnre in the Middle Ages more attractive 
and Lovable than St. Francis, and the first niiSiiioiia.ry friars had 
much of hta spirit, but then? aje few Ugures more imp]caring 
than ibe later iiietlie\*af fnars. with their greed and cunjiing, as 
depicted in comcenporary Uteralunc. Without dcDinng that there 
were at all times good monks auid friars, one cannot help seeing 
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that both Orders luulfallcn & loBg way from iheir onginal Idirals 
by the end of the Mtddk Ages, and thdr iipiritua] fadtuc^ had 
been targiely due to thtiir worldly sucjcijss. Wlicn Henry VUI 
iitmed the fiatne of pcrarcutbn upon them, the courage with 
whkh a few TOQtJa and friars faced imprisoninimt and death 
for their faith went some way tow^anU restoring the failen 
reputaliuD of the religious Orders. 






VI 

EDUCATIOK 

CLatiitB lias chmintd vm' little tUc earlksi times 
—Uiii L^f ckUdmti as little as that of their elJaRs—tliooRb 

Ujc meLliutla yj djealing witlt It. twoura^'ini^ jpctd anil reprussiiig 

cviJ itf^ikncjES, which U the j^tirpoiie 
of liitve AllenaJ. Ik' 

^nni[]|; vnili llic Eir^ of Ufi,v 
thob:Lbj.% amedii^viil writer'^? waniing 
m3iTii^4 lik still hnld^^'O^Hl 
' tfiiirc currii'th from ihi! child tluu 
Ifoni a waiiiij" driJ weeping that 
muiit ahnut midnbiht fnake thee to 
wukrn *; and a still earlier writet jj 
[tinuli^* lip-ID-date in atlvisilig tiuit 
a baJij’X Iij'e,^ shfiuld Ih: jirnttrclcd 
front the iLKht, ill insii-tiiig oil thv 
daiigvf nf imptn^ milk, und in 
poSxiiing mkt I tiat a small dillii's-littibs 
on? liahlr Id ln^iroiiie lKiW<l niiil bent. 

Hi% nietlKiil. however* of ikiilLjig w^ltfi 
this last riskp which tin; incihixl in ciuninoii uie for centuric;*, 
would U' njndi.’inned liy any rnodrm riurs^ ur To 

iiii^Lins that its litnhi^houLl grow straight thr WLLsswaclcUctl, 
or nwatlied vdth wtupped round abJ itnmd il:> bnly 

until jt nfsii:nibhd 4 innminy or a ciKOtin^ imnbk to move 
anytfiing Init its bead; wlKrcas now e™i ilu* t^mlni of long 
dotlms is ahanrlonivl as tar at [Jo-slblCp and the baby b cnooiitugcil 
to fling its arms and hgs id>ont. Thr same b to bv fouml 

l^’twcen i^st and present rncthoils of vdiitatintt. Tlw medkvaJ 
idiaJ uf fxtiicatian wo* So hind the pupil wifli mJesiind pcnalttrsp 
3ujd to push or cany him along the itairow path nf teaming^ 
scarcely abk to look* and ijuitc unabLc lo stray, to the right or 
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I fit I th€ rncHlem ickal is to gWt ibe d^M as much frnc^om as 
pcs-jubli;, to f’.uctj'Qra^ him to* ii&c his oivn btain and to love 
Jeaming for its own sake. Owing ip the imchatiging mtttm of 
Iwys (and girls), oeilhtT ideal has e:ti'CT bud much clmnce of 
being attained very fully. It is as troe tirw as in the twelfth 
contury ibjii children ^ lead tlicir lives without thought and 
and their courages only on mirth and iikbg, and dreud no 
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perils more than beating mt U a rod: and they tovff an apple 
mum than goh.L they bo praised,, or shamed^ or Wainedi 

llicy set littU: thereby* - - - Tliey desin:: much meal, and so by 
of sutMiriliiity of meat ami of drink they fall olt and many 
I trues Into disxrs sicknesses and evils lint it Is no longer true 
that ' the tturre ikc lather loveth his chiEd^ the more busily he 
t-Laeheth aiiid clidsfiseth him, and when the child is most loved 
of tlur fatlier tt set;moth that he luvetb bun not, for he bcatetb 
arul grieveUi Mm oft lest be draw to evil manners and faults \ 
Severity was the key-note of medieval cduciilion ^ scvciity in 
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the honiif and sev&rity Ln ^dttoal^ Ill-futed |_ji.dy Jane Gnjy 
dctilared Xb^t her parents expected her fo do everything ^even 
^ Ix'rFitely as God made the world' and that if she faQed to reach 
llxat high standard they pimJshcd her * with pincheSj nippes and 
bohbes' I and Xh^m was nothing ^ceptionaJ about Agnes 
past on, who used to beat bnr daughter Once ct twice at wcfik, 
aqd expressed the liope that if her son did not do weU at school 
his master wcruld ' tmSy tre-lash him till he wiU amend", Ii 
was significant that at Cambridge M'hen a student took h:s 
dfigree of Master of Gram in at lie was given^ as th e s™bols o f 
his office* a birth and a jaalmer (a rod with a flat wooden di^k at 
the enthused for hitting boy^ ou the palm of tlie handh mid 
proceeded to show his fitness to act as a schoolmaster by wbippktg 
a boy providt^ for the purpose* who teceived feurpence for hii 
pains^ OccdsiqnaUy a man of greater sense or hamanity pro* 
tesHd: Si. Anselm^ the great Archbishop of Cantt'rburyi pointed 
out that such cruelty and vioLence only made the Intyshate thi^ir 
niftsitrs and every tiling crnintMited wilb lijaming ; and Kogef 
Asthanij the famous schoolmaster^ when Cox ol J^toti was com- 
nicnded as the best schoolmaster and iLo grcatcsl beater Oi his 
time, suggested that the succor of Ills pupils w*as due talbcr to 
ihcjt ability than to hi^ locating. In private households tUm 
the miiThod of Towards was somotiTncs tried instend of punish^ 
uicntj as we find * sugar plala and great cotufcllcs. (sweets) ^ 
provided tor Httle Francis Wiiloughby In E550, " to nmke hym 
Lame his book \ But 3iucli ca^cs were exceptioUnL And ycL 
this reign of Lerror neither broke Ihe spirit of mcdicvil boys 
nor retluced them to iiiigellc goodufiss. llie poet Lydgate^ 
writing of Ills boyhood in ihe mirldic of the fourteenth ccnlury. 
teUs liow Lie hateit getting up in the murmng and go mg to 
at night, w'ould not wash bis hands or leam his played 

and fought with his conipanionii, robbed orchards, mocked at 
hbi elders and betters^ played biiont of came to schcxil laic and 
excused himself with some mgemous Ue. Po&sibEy, hke the hert* 
of an amusing fiftecnrh-ccnitiry poem, he said Ids motlier had 
sent bun to tniik the ducks ( 
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Mv piaistcr Iflnkcth ai he were tnad: ^ 

* Wliere liiiai than been, thou sorr^' lad ? 

* Milking ducks, a& my mniher bade.' 

It was no ntars'd tliat I were ; 

What avaUeth U me tUough I say nay ? 

Over the niastcr's pToceedings, against whicli he thus lUmvofl" 
itig protested, it would, |iefhaps, be better to draw a veil. But 



ffkjvtajr af : m * ^ fiitlmtr f 
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it h sLurprising that the boy. 5orc st ln?4i1—ami tLtj\ only at 
ht5nr[ — give vcni to hSs lireUngs; 

I wtjuld my mdslcrr xvtit an 
And ivll his lKX>k^ boundfe 
AT}i\ 1 mysrif jnlly hunter* 

To blow my horn I would not ^piire 1 
For if he weni di^d I would nut 

Ednr^tifKa l> not a nmittr soldy of book Icarnmg, \yinclu^^Tte^ 
CdUegc^ iho fits! of oar grc4t public scboolsi. tdolc its its tnoltOi 
* Maniuvrs mstkoth man and ^ tniining In courtesy w as rccog* 
tUMwl as a ntciisssry psr t of cvtry^ gcfitlcmaii $ education* The 
tinusfs of the nciblcs WTSft the schools of maoitcrs, and lioys were 
sunt at an early age to the r<jiya) court ur into the housi^bolds 
of the hishops and noblci to leam bthavionTi and esfjecljilly oil 
that was implied in " Uble maiui4?rB\ both how to behave m 
a guest ^Tiit how to caox ami serve tabici For lo the uiediev at 
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ttiinti there \v.i5 nathing undignified in waiting ufjon nsuperior; 
indeed the right tti act as butler tn the king or to hold the ijastn 
in which he washed bis hands was a privilege over wliich nubtes 
Would (juurreli and men of good family were proud to serve 
lesser lords than the king in similar w ays. Carving, in particuLir, 
was a fine art. and Chaucer names as one of the accumplfiiliineots 
nf his Squire tliat he ‘ carved before his father at the table 
Books of etiquette for the instruction of the young in all branches 
nf behavioiif were common, in Latin, l-rench. and English—one 
of tho host known being that called ' Stans pner ad roensam 
which Ciuiurer quotes in his description of the dainty way in 
which fiis charming ihiloress was wont to eat 

ITiese hr.Kiks of etiquette give us a vivid pictuio of tredieval 
life, os they go carefully tfirough all the mcjdc’Uts in tile course 
of a day in a hoy's life frum his getting np to Ills going to bed. 

Ri'sc you i-iurly in the mcituing 
Tor it liuth pioficrlvts tlirre, 

Holj'ntssc, health, am! happy wcith, 

Ai niy tVitlicT taught tnetrl 

And whrti Ujcv say 'early' (hey mrap sis o'clock at In tat. 
Iking up. the thlid is idd m comb lib hair, sw that hU shoes 
und clothes are cluoa and pnijKrly dime up, and not to fiWEtt 
to wash his iLaads and foot and say hb iTravers. Then fnmt 
general instructions as to lM:1iavinur; {| !ie is qx'kcn to by a 
Superior he is to unsw'er mudestty but rht'crfulJy. not hartgiirg 
his heutl ' lufunishly ' nr scowling sullenly ; he i> "not to pufl and 
snort, nor to scratch liiuiseK. 

Mor imitate with Joerntes 
To wipe thy mu veiled nose 
L'pou thy cap. as be would do, 

Nor jTt upon ihy clot ties. 

But tlw greater |K»r( of the warlt is concerned with behaviour 
at (able. Much of this shows ihat good mannem have ajw’iya 
and in all placrs been tltc siame, and may |>e Mimmeii up in the 
idea of ctmaideraltun for other?: tor^k after 3^10 nidghboum. do 
HOI grab iilj the best food, avoid doing anything that will ofieud 
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or fitlief peopifi-. That there wnis Ei c«rliim kek of the 

higher rcfini-meftts of bthaviotir wf? tmy gJitiier froiii its being 
cen^iden^d rscc«taiy to give stith Instmctioits ^ ibc&a: 

Burnish no banei ivilli Iceth^ 

For thsit ii uits^mly ; 

Rend not thy tnt;iE a^ndtr 
For that swerves from cuiteav. 

Dip not tliv iiKil in thr sidtstfUer, 

Rtit tdke it with thy knyfe. 

And sup not bwile oJ thy Pottage, 

S^o tyme in all thv lyfr- 
Defyk not thy ^iin tating much, 
a iiiggo fjrafie; 

Rate soitly and *ll:illk^^ matnirfly, 

Talw Iu:l*U j^u Uo nut ouiifiL^ 

Scnitchc not Ihv head with thy fymgcrs 
thou arte at thy meate . 

Xor ^pytte you <^ver th^* table Ix^ard: 

Sec thoii iluegt ml this forget. 

Pick not thy tciitb wltXx thy kiiyfc 
Nor wiih tliv ftngerj inide. 

Bill take u stick or some dcanci tiling, 

Tlicn cIek; ym not offende. 

Turning fnmt the efincation of mtUiUecs to the cducalToti ot 
kanibig^ we in List fird fiutke ibjif tl>ere wem ntanj' more schools 
in ftiedieval England than h generally risaii^eil: in pfo|5ortjon 
to I he population lUerc were more schools at the hcgJniuiig ol 
i)fce fourletmth esntiiry thim at the end ol the eighteenth. Ilic 
Romans^ a veiy* pntttical facen had a full upj.aeefation of the 
importance of lilucaliixn ; iindeF the Inter isnipcltsrs scJiools were 
numerous and whi^Hilmiuiitir* lughly paidt a«iyittg Irani twdvu 
to twenty times the wiige^ of .m ordinary lal>oiircr. Wlien, in 
the fibeth centiiiyv tlin Chundi supplantoii the Eauplrc, t\nd llie 
Pope as head of Cijnsttndont. nqilaccd tlie Emperor as head 
rjf the civilisced Wijrld. tho idea ol the value Of cdunatiou 
remained^ and cense?jiicfilly I Its early nussi unary hishopd were 
leachcTb as well ns preach er 5 + A schtMil was a nfice^ary p:irt 
of the irstabikhmeijt uf ev^cry * minster or gr^t chutchp whctlier 
served by monks o^ by ordinary clergy* in eaily times. Wc do 
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nol ImovF lor certain that St, Augustine tael'll t in the school 
which he founded at Canterbury, but the groat Theodore ol 
Tiireus, wiio became Archbishop in 669. and his eompaiucjn. 
Abbot Hadrian, w-cre fainuus as teachers, St. Aldhcini, iJishop 
o-f Slierbonic, and probabio foun^ier cf Shcrijcmie School, seems 
also 10 have tau{,'ht and was certainly a great sdioJar. with a. know¬ 
ledge of the classical authors, such as Ovid. Hyracc, Juvenal. 
Ttrence. and Seneca, and of a large nutobsr of Latin writers 
w'hose works arc no longer road. Even tnore famous wirnj Etode. 
tniistcr of lire monastery school at Jeutow and vuiter of a Cbtaeh 
Historj; which is a ettief source of our knowledge uf tile early 
history of England, and Alcuin, wJiy was sclioalnvasler at York 
from 776 umiJ 7S2, when he became master uf flic Emperof 
Chartemngne's Talaco School, 

Yet, partly owing to the diaturbance of life caused by tlie 
llatiisli raids, Alfred the (jreat in 89J tiad to Lmtent ihu lack of 
leuniing in England, declaring that there was hanlly a man in 
the South of England who could tmnslalc a letter fram Latin 
into English or even understand the Church jervite. To mnedy 
ihiSi AlEcd issucil a number cf Engiiali translations of Latin 
books and did all be could to imcourage icIuxjIs and kaming. 
His example was lolknvcd by hia successors, and schuuJs grew 
up ah over the country. Towards the end ol the lenth century 
.'Elfric (allcrwarda Abbot of Eyaaham. near Ojtford) wrote 
sei-i-ral school books, of ubich the most bteresting fa a con- 
vcrsalioii in Latin, with an English trandatiafi, between a achooh 
master and his pupils. Although only written (like mcrfltm 
French phrasO'books) to make schoolboys familiar wiili eomincjn 
and useful %vord 5 . it is now interesting to us as showing some- 
tbing about an ondent sdiool and a good deal about the life 
of die tunc* Tito pupils assume the ports of & young monk, 
a ploughboy, shepliml, cowhrrd, hunter, fisherrmin. mctxJiaut, 
seaman, shoemaker, cuak. and u fatib—and each in lum gives 
a drscription of hk daily life (tJius bringing in a great variety 
of words anti technical terms}. Finally, there is an argument 
as to whoso work k the most valuahk ; wLuch the master decides 
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in iavow of the plotj&hmaji, as hfi providea fodd. When the 
others protest against this decision, he ends by advising each 
Id do kk own work as wtU as he can : ^ Wliethcr you are a priest 
or a monk, a layman or a Soldier* apply yourself fo that and be 
what you are ; it is a shofue lor a man not tu be what he is 
and wh^t ho ought to 

Tho Norman Conquest afEccted education in se\neral ways. 
Slost importaiit was Ihe subslit ution of Korman-Frcnch for 
Hnfrlisli as the language into whicti translaiion liad lo be done i 
with the c^ect of tins tbange upon ibc English Inxiguage and 
literature we siiaH deal in another c 1 iapter:p but we may note 
Jierr that it H'as not until the middle of the fouiteenih ccniury 
that Eiiglkh (hy that tim^ very much altered) was r^introductd 
Into schoc^liK The Normans also favoured the: monasiit 
and many churches with whklv graTimiar-scyiiXjlg had been 
connected came into the hands <i! Liie monks. Tticre w'cre four 
types of schools after the Conquest " tho elcmenlary song- 
aohcKih tin: monastic school, tlu? grammar-schooJ, and liie uni- 
vcrsltyn A typical song-school is alluded to in C hauccr's dellgh t iul 
Taii, wfiere the * Utel dtrgeon, seven yeer of age’ 
is dMcribed as Itsamtng ’ to singun and to £cdi% as ^ngJc chilckr 
doon in bir cllildlledo^ At tbeac dementary sdnxils thr: beys 
wett taught to sing Latin hymns and songs, ivithont neoess-irtJy 
understanding whai they meanti and learnt ABC usd 
madieSgp und possibly sometlmcd writiag. So far os spelling u-us 
ecuictmiil, Latin was the only tangimge that had a kxed aysietu 
□f ^pehing ; French and English were wriitvii plwnotically (thal 
Is to say% the words were ^p^dt with such groups of letters aj 
Eceniei] to the Individual wTiter to repre^t iheir soundh 
The moniUitery school was intended for tioyjj who wdjt g^^jng 
to bcctune ftionhs* and was iherefone almost mtirdy concerned 
with religious Instmctloiii The nmiiber of pupil^r cvtai in the 
largis mona5tcrre5, was small and thp dkeipline very severe; 
the boys were not allowed to speak to each otht?r or even to 
touch each other; one of the older monks was assigned to each 
pair of boj^ as a teivclicf* and practically never let them out of 
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Jiis siehl. tlay qt nighl. Such insinicifciti as thev received was 
ifioMly given in ilic ^he covered walk ninning round 

ihc four sidi^ nf au ii|)cn court siirmiitided by the monosttic 
buildings, whitlt was a rvatiito iif cyerj' monasti'jy, Occastoiiiilly 
the geniiy v?nt lliMr sons to bo4Rj to a motuisterj’ and to be 
educated with tJu* youi^g iiuink&, or ijovicfs, usuaJiv with the 
Idea that thtw should tlu.‘tiii<!lvcs bwcujic muiiks or clcrgv; and 
some houws aLw> k'-jU an ‘ ujmnnry ' or charity school thn boy* 
of wliirh, in return for tht-ir clemertitary tyltittiiiorii acted as choir 
lH>yrt of setViiHt-s, 

1 lie Tva] Work of cducalion in mcditviit England wa^ done bv 
I he graitifnar-^IUHjh. As thczc {iniue imptifS, their business 
was to teach Litlin gt-nnnnr; tarin being th: universal LinsuaKe 
of IvarTiing throogliout wTestt.Tn EiirnjH,'. ami graminar hdiig 
defined as ‘ the art of speaking and writing correctly, as umiI 
by the wrilvrs of pnsc aad portry As wo hxvc already seen, 
stlcJi schools wcfp from itie earlitst tinics a noecsscory part uf 
es'cr}' eathediaJ dnH rollcidiitechigrrh, bj'whicfi is nii’ijni a eburei 
sorved by a number of to nous, who ivero cahed, as utire (he 
ordinary iniri-di priests, ' secular' clergy, Ijccaofir they mixed 
with the world {Latin, sitfridifiM *tht world, as to the 

Gturchl in font mat to the ■R’gnlar* clergy who iivtU undvi 
a tntinn.-tic ntlr (Latin, regti/d*<a rtilEi, In many casts during 
the eleventh and twelfth ecntiirics. tis for instancu uf Cunterbuiy, 
btdforil, and VV.i]lhnin,ieLuhir canons wvre ftpl.iced by regtilais; 
the gTumtnar-schooU, however, conimocd as bcrorc. Llie icat lirra 
being almoat always si:cukr clergy apjjoiiUctl by Ibo ntonks. 
In many other towns, such as Sr, AHums, Ilury St. lulriiunds, 
and L» w*cs, them wvte acbrxds taught by seculiirA, but under the 
rttmirol of the Jocaf nioiiasterj’: iht monks, houx-vtr, hml no 
more to do with iln; actiiaJ lenchmg than iiavo die govemons 
of ii tn^di-rta ptiblic 

A ^at event in the history of ciluciilion was tlie (uimdiiig 
by William of Wykiduiin, tlie wealthy Bishop yl Wintluester, 
of New College, Oxford, and. as a place to wtiidj to prepare 
scholars for that cuflcge, Wincheii;tr ScJicieil. The school was 
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fanniilly founded on tluc 20th Octi:>ljftr, Ukjougli it was tiot 
till twelve yeais kter tlnit the present buildings were ready for 
Use- Tiicre wen? to be seventy * |Kior and fiL=edy ’ scbolats^ but 
iinm lire names of Lbe carJiesl scLpkrs, wlikb infludi.' Wykebam^s 
wm nepbew' and many membera of iiunous il ckar 

that llicir puverty was only cotnparaUvt, and that the founder 
had no Idoi of providing education specially for Uie labouring 
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cksRcs. VVinchtstcr wai tint only tins largest grarnmar-sdimd 
of Lt^ time, but it was ako tha^ first scJniol founded pureJy as 
A school and nn^ as a braucli nj seme c’CcIeskstirLd eslahlbhcTK^fit. 
Sixty j-eara laicrp on the itih Ociobrr* 1440, Henry VI rtillowed 
Wyki^haiiVs examt ik founding * thfi Kbg'±k CoUrgu of Our 
laily of Eton beside Windsor", which ho afterwaitk connecltd 
with his ntkiT fonndatiou of King's CoIli=ge. Cambridge. At 
Eum* as at Winclii^stef, ihetu were 'ptxir and juxd3^' sclrokm 
of gocH] family, htit Eton k tiie hist grammar-schi^oll io Ik* given 
the title of a' pubik school V the inranhig of which was simply 
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tha-t BcliDtars mijjbt comp from any pari of Engliuid, and not 
only, as w-as usually tliu case, Irom tJie immediate ndghbaCtrhowl 
of t]ic scliouL A thifd iDundaltrin of the same kind was begun 
at the end of oui mcdii^ta peritid, la 153^* when Canlinal 
W'oiScy fauinJed a colltige at Oxford and a schHXjI at Tpswich ; 
but in 153d' Wulst'V feij into difgrajcc, lit* property was setze.^! 
by tlic king, and aUbuugfi Henry VIH completed Ibo Oxford 
Collrfi<T of Christ Ciiuii'li, the school was suppressed, 

A few years before Wolsey's odueatioaa! plans were made, in 
^S'Ti Colct, Dean of St. Paol'si refounded and endiwcd the 
gr aw i mnr ^sclioul which had Ln'en cuiint'Cted with tfiat catliedral 
for probably iitne hundreri years. He fir»w Sf'paratcd it from, tlie 
eoDtttil of llie J>eaa and Chapter and put it into the of 

flip llerctTv' Company, so Lhiit the largest school In London ivgs 
now no longer uiiLkT drrical conttnl; moreover, the head master 
wjis a luyiiiiui, fttid whiis ttiis M'as nut quite n new* idea, seeing 
that oi early as 143a it was expressly ofdrntd that the mitstcr 
of Sevenoaka SchorJ sliotilnl not be a priest, we inxyr^ in this 
a kind of chaili'ngc to flit mrmupuly of ediicatinn which the 
Church had clainw'd in tx«l timt-i. Another mark of llie growth 
of ' the neiv learning ' at lhL\ rimi- was that Colet ordotud that 
not only Latin but also Greek shmdd Iw taught. Grt^ek had 
only bcfn introdticrtji ul Oxford in 1401, and although il Imd 
l>et-ri taught at Winehi-sli-r and Eton i>eft.Tre the rcfcitmding of 
St. raul'a School, its inclusion by Cotel umong the tegular 
subjects to hi.' studied jjwy he said to tnurk the bcgimtlng of 
a nnw perUni in thr hktory of rducatiuu. 

Colet was rtlsst [urtiy rv^jionslblc for ilte issue in 1513 of Lily's 
iMin iitumniitt, which war made compulHoiy ff»r cjl schools in 
1558, and w'iih Vi'r>' liitJe ulti-radon, T^rtuinerl withum a rivul 
for the lu xt 35!i vi-ars Earlier medUvql (i^rmiitniirs had mosGy 
biien writtcti in Laiin vets*?, full of strange words, and must 
liai'e Ixi’ii vety rliRicuJt to Risisler tfven when Latin was still 
a living l.mpiAge, as il wns throughout the MirldJe Ages. Of 
Ihi! ollter bttoki in u« it isstifiicient to notice that Ae^p, Tcreucc, 
and 3 ugil w etc u-itijd ni tile lower forms; Ovid, Sahasl, and Ciceio 
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in Ihu upjWF. Ill mtldiijjQEi to Lransliitiou, essay's, repctitican^ and 
prtck-wfilirtg |aJl, of m Latin’' '■vtjfr rtqutmJ. hours 

wi^re lonf^: at Elon^ sciiuoi began at 6 o'clock in tht: niomUig, 
and wtail on till i), when ihm wm? prayer^ and qiiartur of itii 
hour's intcr^^d for breakfast. Dituitir was at ii: altiiiuc^on 
^Ivny] from I to etccpt tliat In summer they rrsti.*d until 
3, wlit-n thtiy had' —a drink of beer, wlddi took tlio place 



Th* SfVfiM M^tSi : (Trumpirfl-r^ .IfWjSira^Jjf. <riu:Fic, 

Gr ^tid , 

of our aflemoou tea. Tlio ivork on Sundays wassuiidiir to that 
on weekdays^ biu cenKti at dinncf-Time. OnJy the bigger sclux^ls 
woM have had tiiorc than Oni? master^ but there >vero assistant 
ushers for supervUlon duty, pupil-teachers, chosen fTOin the 
more atlvanccd boys> rtnd prefects who hod to re[^rt their 
fdJows far fighting, unwashtKl fnces* ditty clothes, failing to 
talk Latin or other fiiteli breaches ol disctpUrEc, Against the 
long school boars hys to ]>e set tiie great frequency ol holy-days^ 
feasts of the Church, on which there was either no- work or only 
in the iDoming. Tlie sunimcf holidays at Eton, and pxobahly 
elsewhere, were fram Ascension Day to Corpus Cluisti (tfae 
ifS 3 K 
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Tliursdskv after Trinity Sun'Jay)' there were also holidays At 
Christmas and sometimes at Easicrj and duimg the harvest 

Though there were no organized gainea ag m modcni schools, 
there were pU^ty of i^atnts of one kind and another. Bdl games, 
rescinbting (mare or less) hockeys fives, tennis, and rounders^ 
wure played, the walls of churches being often chosen as fives' 
courts, to ihe considerable injury of tho windows. Football was 
also a favourite gamc^ and the three schools of London^those 
of St- Paul's, St. Mar\^-Ie^B<jw, and St. Martin-lc-Grand'^used 
to Assemble on the open ground of Sniithfield to play fooibaU 
in the aftemoon on Shrove Tuesday. The morning of Shrove 
Tuesday was given np to coek-fightiDg^ the hoy^ hnnging their 
gamecocks to school and matching il;n:ra against one anotlLcr ; 
this amuserneftt, sufhdenUy haxbarmis in itsell, degenerated tti 
Inter tiimis into tlic practice of tying a cock Lo a post and throrw- 
Ing sticks at it until the unforluiiale bird was killed, and sndi 
Shrove Xuttsday cock-thriwing waa practised, with the eacourage- 
ment of the musters, down to Puritan days. Bui il medieval 
boys mdiilged in brntuliiy for which a modem boy would bo 
deservedly kicked by bis compAniuftSp lliey also indulged in au 
intellecluai fonu of amiiscment, for wltich, one cannot help 
thinking, a modem boy would mn some risk of being iindeiervedly 
kicked ; this was t he pracllce ol assembling la somn public place, 
in the stmsts, on a holiday, to dispute in Latin with rival scholars 
on points of graimnar or of logic. 

This irneUectinil kneniie^s WhJS due to tiie fact that the ^ciiools 
laughi not only grammar but alsn logic {the art of ariguing) and 
rhetoric (the art of ptiblic speaking]. The^ llime subjects 
farmed the TrinHin. m threefold path of loiming* with which 
most educated people were con lent ; but scholar^,, who despbed 
such * trivial ^ karniag, would go on to ihe fourfold 
of arithmetic, gcometrj\ tnysit, and astfonomy. It may ««ra 
strange that arirhinctlc should be regarded as one of the more 
edviinted und hrsa iit-ccaary subjects of eduiratioii. but it must 
be teineniliefed that it was no: utUil the fourtfvnth centmy 
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tliat Arabtc fiumeraJs beg^ to come into and lh<2 processed 
qf anthmetic with Roman mimerab were iar (rum simple, Tlie 
leanied Bishop Aldheiiti, when he 100k up mathematics, wrote; 

* The despair of doing gums oppressed my mind so that all the 
previous labour spent Oiii learning seemed nothing. At last, by 
the help ui Gud s grace. I grasped, alter incessani siiwly^ tliat 
which ites al the base al reckoning wfiat they call Iractitms.' 

Daring the twelfth centnry groups of advaitccd schools, where 
IfOturei on the more difTicult branches ul learning were given, 
began to grow up in many places, as lor instance at Faris and 
at Bologna in Italy. Tliese coinmunities ol scholars and teachers 
camt to l>e known a^ ' Einlvoraitifra For some unknown reason 
6 ucb a university grew up at Oj^ford, ajid by the end ol the 
reign of fTeujy' I it had become sufTiciently iniportant to attract 
IcLLurers froiti Paris and Enlogna, while by the end of the Lwdhli 
century Oxford hud becomt: I he recognized centro of learning m 
EngbniJ. Cxnnbridg^ followed a UlUc luttETp and by Ibc middle 
ol the lliirtetiiith century both ujii%'emt|dS were ftrmly t^tab- 
iislieij, with a sysiem oi laws and uBietals, ol tvbotn the head 
was tbe CJiancclior- Tlie Etqdents at frmt Jived ta sudi rooms 
ns they qeitdd get in Uie town, CruiliiMlIy the etistoiu grow up 
ol a number ul students living toother In omi Jiqusc^ or * liuU 
under tlic control of a iiiasti-f or prindpal. llie next step was 
for some o! llu^ ludls to be e ink wed ; tliat is to say lor some 
weallliy |«.'rsoti to gnmt lands, of which the rents were used lor 
iht support of the liali and lUc students livinj; In it, the grantor 
at iJie sanur time laying down c^jftuin rulidi lor tlie goverrumcc? 
ol the liuh- ^ucli ail endowed and rogulatcd ludl woa knowTi as 
a ' collctgo', the first coilrgo being thnt fonnikd at Oxkrd by 
Waiter rk Morion in izhj. 

Tlicrv was no very distinct linr brlwcim the grammar-school 
and the utiiversUy. might come up to the luuvcmty at 

Ihe age of thirteen or fourteen, though seventeen tvas a more 
usual age, and the Jtrss advanced pupHs could coniinue to study 
grammar there. The ti!aeiiutg u( the tnote ads^anced subjectSp 
of which the^dogy and law were the mmx impuTtaut* was by 
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means of lectures given by ilasti^j's of AitSi anfl the cantlidate 
for the degree oi Bachelor of Mts did not* 34 he t[<x& now* have 
lo pass an examination^ but only to produce ccrtihatles that he 
bad attended a certain number of courses of lectnm and that 
tiis teachers considered him worthy of a degree. It he wished 
to go on to the degree of Master of Arts be rnust study for another 
Uirce years ; at the end of which time he displayed his leaming 
by ca^ang on a iJisputation with other MasteFa> gave a banquet 
Iq the other Masters, and was duly invested with the degree. 
Every Master oi Arts was dediutdy a teacher, and as such was 
bound to gi^as ecrtiCMS of lecture : and this, it may be renmrked, 
w*as not al\v^v 4 a pleasant ta^k^ as the medieval snitlnut was 
Livdy and Ul-ruamitted and had no scruples about ragging and 
howling down an unpopular lecturer. Lecturers were not the 
onlv suflerenj frnm the tugh spirits of the students i the un¬ 
fortunate freslinian, kno^vn ^ a ’ bajan * [Frencln = 

yehow-beakK Lei taUow bird), bad to submit to all kinds of 
Indignities and horseplay at the haiids of his elders^ who pre¬ 
tended lo regard hint as a horrible wild beast with lioms and 
long beard, w^hlch Jiad to be cut otf. Nor were they content 
with sneb cotiipaialivcly harmhtis displays of unmlnicss ^ in 
spite of fr^uccl prohibitions, tiie students often vrore swoids 
and dfigger^j and had no hratation in using Liicm in quarrels 
lictween rivjjl factirms {the siudemis frotn the tiorLh and saiith 
of Englaiid Were constantly fighting cadi otUerl or against the 
townsmen in * town and gown * riiUs, in which tiie castiallies on 
bi^ih Sides were very heavy. Altogether, it u clear that in tJje 
Middle Agt^ a univtrrsUy education may have kd to an Inciciiso 
of jaamrug, but did not tend to mildness t?t tiiMUicrs. 
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The language of tho Anglo-Saxoag was wlmt i$ eallM an 
' irifiected' language, that ifi to &ay a language, like Latin or 
German, in which the case tii a noun or adjective m shovrn by 
the form of its ca 3 tiH!ndmg; whereas m tnodom English the only 
case-ending is the *i uf the genitivc—wt can say either ‘ th^; 
king's land or ' the land oLthe-king \ but for the daUve we 
must say " to-the-king * and w^c cannot tell whether ' the king " 
is namiELativc or accusative without [ooking at the resl of the 
ScntEUice. Anglo-Saxon nouns also had genders with which the 
adjectives Imd to agreCp and altogether it w'as much like German T * 
the two languages In fact, dosely reJaled* the Angles and 
Saxons being branches cl the great " Teutonic * race, of which 
the ancestors of the GmtincLS w'ete also branches. Yet another 
branch were the Scandimvians of Denmark, Norway * and 
Iceland. Nor it only in the fonn of ihdr Lmgujiges thal 
these peoples resembled each other: their ideas and tradillon^ 
as sliowii In i licit pewtry, were wry skiiUar. The one subj^^ct 
which Ihty thought wosthy of the poct^^ attmlion was war; 
their hemes were fierce trarriorSp who fought iind piundered and 
feasted ; their speeches are usually an exchange of lusidls. 
and the scenery in which they are set U pictured as bamm* 
desolate, and grim. Thu earliest and fiiost famous Anglo-SiUion 

* mn ilitHtrailQii at Aii^ar^xxtiii wr inair lake a. MiTitunce from tlH= 
Will of Alfred Lbe Gient: " nuiiuu! iwnm iflunum axi thuioad pnml^t 

ne^hmiA fd liuiui pancU; 4n4 mlUTe yliUtaa dehter, aed ikizfc mede- 
mtr^tan^ end dLucre "isgitrui [md Enltu^riliiep him lAOwrmia feowet tamti 
pnodi^ uikuio 4iij hcLQj to my tu-ff vims a thjauwui paucidfi^ 

ta cltfict iiwi hundred pouttdi; and to ray fideiit d^ui^ater sad la ihs 
imdnii?4t und to the yoaujfst *od to Hmifavwtih, to tbt ioat of tiienL fmn 
Imndred pO(illld». Ko e^iub a limulred potmda ‘ . It tMi Hfitclsfu ia teiuf imt. 
aUiitUng the cq^e-infiectiem^ At itir izAdl ot moit ot tbe wordi. it will Im 
louod ta the nLodcfti Euptliib of the tra4isljiiHin pretty closeSy^ 
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poem, * BcowuJiis a story concerned not witii England but 
r^'ilh Difiunark, and its Irero's combiits with half- human raonstvrs 
.ire veiy like the slniggic of Grettir and Giam (one of the finest 
of 4)1 ' ghost stories '1 in the Scmdinavian saga of Grettir. Even 
when Uler Aijgl9*Saxan poets wrate on Christian religious 
subjects they kept much oi their old gloom und ferocity ; their 
saints are God’s warriors, bent on punishing sin. and storms, war, 
.ind the lerntts of hell arc the incidents most vividly described. 
.\s itieir language was unaffected by that of the comtucml 
Britons, so their literature was uoloudicd by the Celtic love of 
brauty und roinjincc. 

Anglo'Saaun prose is closely a-^icialcd with the name of 
AUted tht Great. In the last chapter wc have seen tliat he 
lamented the decay of learning in England. He was only a 
modetatcly good littin sclioleu' himself , thLs was fortunate, as 
instead of writing liooks in Lath) and helping to make that the 
only literary language (as it was in rrantel, he encauraged the 
use of English, anil himself issued wi'cral tmnsiations into tliat 
language. His translations, as a rule, were very free; with the 
aid of Archhbbop Flegmund, Bishop Asser, and other learned 
iTji-n, lie got the gencr^ sen sc of his Latin author and then put 
it into hts own words, omitting what he considered utiurcessary. 
iiTid occasionally adding matter of his oivn. Most of these 
additions arc (nonil leHecticvns, but into tile history text-book 
of Oroaiiis he introduces the earliest account o 1 an Arctic expedi¬ 
tion, as hereemed it himself from Ohthefe, a Norwegian ejcpIatiT 
who had sailed as far as the Sen. To Alfred also we owe 

the great Anglo-Saxon Chronicle ; in iliis were collected the 
traihtions of the Atiglo*Sasons from the time of their landing 
in Britain down to his own time ; copioa of the Chronicle were 
apparentlv given to the mofe important numasterieaand were kept 
up to iiate. the I'etertxfroogh copy being continued right down lo 
the accession of Henry II in it 54 ' a Chronictr, written in 

the language of the country, is uiiStjue^na other nut ion can 
show anything similar ; for the most part it consists solely of 
entries of events — the death of such a king, tht ravages of the 
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Danish Jiiratcs, records of cx«ptjonal frosts mid U-nipQts, and 
So on wii.hout oominent, atitl is history 'ra.lhci than IJleraiui^, 
hgt occasionally the ebronickr is movid to greater effortji ; 
Athelstnn's great victory' of' BnuianiJUrJi ’ in 9JS is ittsorilwi in 
a long and spirited battle-ctmnt. not unlike the Song of Deborah 
and Barak in tlio Old Testanient, and tlic deaths of Edgar anti 
Edward the Confessor are both Lreattid pociieaUy. There is 
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iLUfp a fine Wijrd'pkEtiri: of Witliam ihc Coiiqui'ror, conliiitilng 
till; <rft-{iticpud * he loved the lalt deer as il he were theix 

fAthr,T \ iitid il fammis dniriiatic deserifJiion ol! the Iciriblc dayz 
of Kinu Sleplipn, uhen ‘ irEcn said opeoJy ihat TltrUt and liia 
sainli w*:re 

Tlic Nommn Ci.7nfpie5t had a very great influLiiei? upon EnglkU 
tiU-ratiire. It ;iffCT:ied LuiEuajic, idcaa, and tnilhofls of espre^- 
sion. Die ^ormEuia were by di^Sf^nt^ tliidr imtiic iihj}\y%, 
NcsTthtnen—Srnnritiiiaviiitiij* fnim lii^ san^e Tcotdnic stock as the 
S^ixm% \ they had bevn estalittfhed in I'^ranoc hnrrly two bxuidrdd 
ycare at rhe time of ibe Cc^n^JlJe&l, hut their langiiinge had 
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pnicticitUy anil tti&y nov^ spoke the langriage *1 

the conqiiered Fren.ch, while the Anglo-Sa.Totis ^till spoke the 
Ungitage of their ^nce^tars, vcr>^ little chcttige^ during the hv^c 
cf^rtluries that Ujid pasisci;) since their airi^^ iit EngL^nd. Under 
the Norman kings Frtnds became the poliie langTiage of Eng- 
land ; Lattn was, as it had been it continued to be tiU 

the end of the Middle AgeSp the Ungoage of the Church and of 
the learned ihroiighciut hnrppej, but Engli^ w'as spoken onh^ 
by the poorer and uneducated people. One truce of this fact 
can he Seen in our own speech ; the live animiits of t he famiyard 
are called by the Saxon names given them by the peasants who 
had to look after them—uxen^ sheep, swine; but when cooked 
for the master's table they take on French names^bcef, muttoiip 
fwk. And the fact tliat modem English is a blond of words 
dtrived mainly from Saxnn and French sources is chiefly due 
to the Conquest; st> also is the disappeamnee of ind^cions and 
genders. ConvcrsaliQu fcHitween the Normans and their Saxon 
subjects w'as presumably carried on in a blend of broken English 
and French^ in which the inflections of both languages would 
bo maltreated or ignored: and as, c\tJti among the natives 
inflections (ca3^endii[g$^ ficcj varied in the diffcrenL dialectthe 
imdcncy would be to drop them. So, too, in this confti^iocL of 
tongues, U w^as not easy to be sum of the gender of a noun wliEm 
the gender had nothing ti> do W'ltli the nature of the thing * 
consequently tnodem English ts the only l^vnguage w^hkh has 
a reasonable syjatem of gejidcrs^ In Anglo-Saxon * a wife’ was 
neuter, tti German it still is^ but in EngltKh sbe is Ic mmi ne^ and 
w'lule a Frcficlinian has to say c^mpeju whether lie is talking 
of a man's top-hat fJrof his wife’s latest creation, the Englishninji 
does not wony* about the gendcf of ^ liqt \ but t hinks of ilie 
much more impartont question of its owiun". and saj's ^ his* or 
^ her hat \ 

This blending o( English and French into a suigle simplihcd 
language was not a rapid process^ For somi: Ikree centuries 
alter the Conquest the two languages continued in use side by 
sade^ each absorbing more and more words from Ibe other, until 
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aboux 1350, when, partly owing; to th^ growl Iv of a iiatiiitictl 
feeling of patrioti&TTi a( the bcgifiniug of the great stniggic wiih 
rranct: (' The Hundred Yeani^ War Enghsh btgaii to gain 
the tipper hand and te-appearcd in the iichoots, the law-courli* 
Sind tlic houses of the gentry, Trtvist, wrritiJig at the end oi 
the fourteenth century', days : 

' John CornwadCp a mats ter of graTnnicfp chaunged the lone in 
gramnr scole and conitnuxioun of Frcfistbe in to Engltschc ; and 
Richard Fencrkhe ierned that manere ol tcchyngc of hym. and 
Dlhcro tnen of Pi'acrieh ; so tliat now* the ycfc ni our 
a thowsande tbre hundred and foure score and in aile the 
gnimere scoter ol Englund children leveth Frenschc and oon^ 
stmtitU and icmtth in Englischc^ and hivelh thereby avatmtage 
ill oon side and disavaurilage in anolber sidir : here avatmtage ts 
that they lemctli the graittcr in ksso tyme thati cbildmii wire 
j-woiHil in dno; disavauntagG in that now children oi grumer 
scok coiinoih no iuote Erenschc than can their left heele^ and 
that is harmc fot hem and C thi^y achtiltk* passe the see and 
Iravaiile in straunge lands and in many other places. Also 
fleniil tnen haveth now moclie i-ldt tor to itcht ihcir children 
T-rensche/ 

Ttuee great figures stand out in the literature of this period— 
the author of P/rfi PisK’fliJiiip Chaucer, and Wycliffe. 

TJie author of Th^ con^mimg Pkrs Plmman is usually 

$aid to liave been Will Langlaiul, bom in the neighbourlujod of 
Malvern about the br^giuniiig of the reign of Edward HE but 
nothing is really known about hini. The poena, howev'er, is 
extremely interesting in many ways: tt is a long* and rattier 
confuted, allegory ol nian's search hir TniLh* not unlike Bniiyan s 
idd in a scries of dreams, which begin ‘ un 
a May momitig on Malvern htik *. In hts visions the dreamer 
pa^es contluiLiliy through efow^ds—such crowds as rnighr be seen 
at a fair or in a market-iowji—and his pictures of tin? different 
«cene£ uir wt^uilcrfully vivid ; his deicriprioti ol the company in 
a tav^m w'c have already quoted, and the wliole book is lull o( 
sudi picture:?!. The whole is a satire or a ¥<riiion against the cor¬ 
ruption ol the courts the govenunent, and the Chitrcfi^ond social 
■'.undithins generallyi as they were at the end of the reign ol the 
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c^ld Kifip Edward III and at ih« b^^Lnnisg d( t\\n reign of the boy 
Kirip Rjcliard IL H?? denounots die prevalence of bribery aiifi 
gree-d of monty, thp lawyers who will defend the wealthy evil¬ 
doer and oppre^ the [k>or, good man. the deiigy and frbis 
who are mof^ aiiMious to exiori nwjncy from ilieir dttek tlian to 
Kivr^ iLiiir and above all he dcnouEioe$ bdleness, whether 

in the rich or the poor; his h 4 ."TO h Piers tlie Plowman, whii 

hone^itly to cultivaSe tlu^ land and grow emps. not lor 
hia own enrichment but to feeil the people^ and it is in the guise 
ot the Plowman that lie portrays Christ. Although he was 
&c\nere towards ihe idle poor, who sit about and sing rnigar 
songs instead of workings his demiriciatiuns of Iheir oppressors 
caused Idm to lie hailed as the champioTi of the labouring classes, 
and diixidg the Peasmis^ Rising qf i^St quolatiuns Irom the 
pociii are foil ml in the mfjiiths of the leaders of that revoJL 
Umugh it Ls clt?ar that he wntild not have apppovixi of that 
rising or of the socialist and heretical ideas qf the Loilcirds. 

Apart from its subject^rnatter, Pirr^f Plowman is uiterestlng 
for the maunet in whidi it is wrilten. The poetry is ol the Old 
English style—the style that was used in Tbo early 

Angld-SaiGits nw-cly made use of rhyme t'^hicb is the repetition 
ol simiLir sounds at the end of each of two or more lines}^ but 
used * allitcnition * {which b the repetition of the same letter at 
the Itegmning of a number of w’ords which ctunc near together). 
!n iheir ^mkhis c^4;h line w as divided into two liaLves: each half 
eontalnetl twxi accented sy lb hies—two syllables on which, w^hen 
they were recited, more emphasis was bid ihan on tbo others— 
and of these, two in the first half and one In the stLond half of 
the lino bad lo begin %iiili the same letter* As itlustratlonji we 
may take one tjt two tines from Ptrrs Pi<yw^K*iri *. at the beginning 
of his i4sicT^ the dreJimcr looks out over a landscape in which Is 

A kji [yr ffaJo benclhe^ I a Joiigeon thcre-tnne^ 

With ispti ifythes and ifarke f and ifredTnl of s^hL 

Beyond this is a great plain, * a held hill of folk \ w’here he secs 
trow^ds 

Of alle inaner of wren, [ the mean and the riche. 
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Of Ibis pTifcly Eii^lisli form of Pi^n Pfcunuin b 

&riir nf the iflierestijig pieces. To about the siuins period 
belongs a pa4;m caUed Sir GaTvayne and th£ Gr^n Knight, in 


King Arihur and Rotini TaUe. 
TA* V^jif7K Af tAt Hidy Cf^U. 


which a romantic ^i>ry of King Artliur'!! caurl is told. 
mucli grace and vigour, in this Mine alliterative veraej and 
yel h can liariJJy be considered so pimply English p frjr tin: 
subject ia foreign^ the Arthunan legend liad letiinnul Into 
HngLmd Irani France, The very word "romance" with ita 
douhlt: iitcaning of, firat," one of the Ungnages [stich as Freiich, 
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Spanish, or Italian) derived frum the Romansand then, 

' A picture^ue ^toty oJ the kind popular in rDuiance-speaking 
countries', miirka such d hUvry as dLRcneiit fram those of the 
Augio-SaxoTi^. Moreover, Sir Gattayn^ Tnake^ a further break 
away from the Rngliih tradition, aa ai the end of eaeh titanra 
rif about twenty lines of alliierative veise there are Icnif aliort 
lin^ of rhymed ver^e. Another poerr^ probably by the author 
of 5 ir 15 The Pearlf a beaut if u] and toucliing Lamefit 

of a father for his dead daughter^ which is not only French in 
its loving descriptic^n of the beauties of Naiitrt, but is ontirdy 
in rhymed verse, though it contains much alliteration. 

The Battle of Hastings is satd la have be^n with the Nonnan 
knight TEiilJefcr riding forward alone, singing the song of the 
Death of Roland at Roncesvaux. Tlie incident was signifKant 
ior the history of English poeiry\ The Chuns^n d€ Rolmul was 
the greatest of the French romantic poems; and as the Englisfi 
went dow'n before the Normans on the field of IfasKngs, so 
English alliterative verse w^as destinf^d to give way to the romance 
aiid rhymed verse of France ; but in neither case w“aa the victory 
lightly w-'OJi, Rhyme had originated in Latin songs at an early 
date and had soon spread to the French language; It is eveti 
found Ie> a siiiall extent in the lalei: poetry of the Anglo Saxons^ 
The latter also upon occasion used ' u^nance', ^ incomplete 
furni of rhyme in w?hich only the reanff sounds of the words tliat 
end tlifi lines arc similar. ' Assonance ' ho^ continued in use in 
the popular poctrj' of fulk-sorigs and nursery rhymes, and may 
be illustrated by one of the latter: 

Liltle luminy Tucker 
Sang for hla supper. 

VVhat shall we give him } 

Brown bread and butter. 

Tt was, liDwtvcr, a result ol the Norman Conquest that rhyme 
became Ihc rccoguked method of w.riling English poetry^ and 
it w'Os in Chaucer's liands that medieval English rliymcd veree 
rcachi-d its highest point. 

Geoffrey Cliauter, bom about i34i>, was the son of a London 
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ivitiu dJcrchaJit, anti was in the medieval equi’i ait nt of the Civil 
Service; lie ’ftiis at various liniea controiEcr of the ciistom$, 
clerk of the works^ commissioner of 
roaiis, n tnember Pariiafnent* and 
sevurai times employed on diplomatic 
intssioRS to FlandcTS* P'rance. tmd 
Italy; in addition Lo which he served 
in the army in France, lacing on on.? 
occasion taken prisoner, lie was, 
therefore, e^dilvntEy a capable man of 
bii5incas„ who had nibted with all classes 
of society and seen something of the 
two romance laiulsoi Italy and France, 
both or wluch were adinitteOly sui^rior 
lo Fnghmd in Utcniture, Mor^ver, 
lie was bom just at the time ivLeii, -is 
wo have iingUsh was making good 
its iiosUbn as the spoken and written 
iangunk^e <rf aU The clmim- 

stances of Ins life oml of im tinies 
cDmbine<l to assist the poetic genius ot 
his nature, and he became the grcatcEt 
literary tiguro Of medieval I:nJ^tartd 
and second only 10 Sliakespeate in the 
toll of Ftigliish |MicU His t^xly work 
was very much uitdof French Infliieiicc, 

Sj^Tiie of the pieces, such as the 
oj th^ Rosf* being actual iramlationit 
fruin the French and others being 
adaptations. He next fell under the 
spell of Italy, enpedally of Boccaccio, 
the bnibaiit wntnf of tahrs anti 
of love ami tuinance, The chief |MHmt 

o{ tills secand j>«ri«d is TrOJ'/wf -tnii Cf baiiJiluti >1 poditri of 

Boccaccio's wlikrh toils the love-story uf the Trcjjmi prinoo Troilus 
and tiiE tickle Cri«!>'<Ic, a story which lud been used before by 
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several wrilcrs, anti was used by SttakespeiTe for his play,. 
Troilus and Cr£Aiidu. Hit: way in which botJi Engllsli points itilro- 
duetd fresh beauli^ and particularly tins cliann of hiinsuur is 
a proof that what js essmtial in a pgem is not th^ story hut 
tlic telling of it. A^iart froTU its being delightful to read fwltli 
jtiflic:iiiu 3 skippiDg, lor it suQers Irojii lli& modi^vnil failing of 
longAvlniiiHlucss)^ TrmJu$ atid Cnstydt} is important as being 
writ teari iti ' rhyme royal'—possibly so Called fiooi its afti’twords 
being used by iho royal poet, James I ol ScOtlarwl: m thb the 
poem Is built up ol siauzas or sectiofis, card consisting oi sev^ 
Hues, each conkainijig ten syUaliles, the first ikie rhyming with the 
thtnl, the second with the fourth and fiilh^ and llie sixth with 
ihe Sivciith {tho riitTncs may be represented gmplikaily by 
a if a b b c c). To take an instance hmn iho bL^inning of die 

And so bifeh when comen was the tyme 
Ml AperiJ, when doihi'id is the mede 
With ni:w'v grene, of lusty Ver the pry me. 

And swE:t^ siriLlJen Ojourts whylc dnd icdtv 

in soiidry w>-5es shewM, as t redcp 

Tlie folk of Troye litr [ fc-tlicir) oby^rviiuncea oldCp 

Falhidkiina festo for to hoLiJjLv 

Chaucer had e3^pe^l!tenle<l with * rhyme royjil ^ before, biit sve 
may say dtat it was front tlie time of Tfi^fUus that it took its 
place—a place which it licld for the nest two hundred years— 
as a tavourite mcrlrc ul English 
Chaucer's fin^^ purely English, in-riod is that ol The Catdrrbt^ry 
Tahs, In diis wurk he brings together, Irom many diffiTcnl 
floiirciSp a Aiitnl^rtif stories of w'iiidy varying kinds. As □ frame* 
work to hold these stotii^ together h« brings io the Tiihard Itux 
Sit 5f)iithwark mntS'.tnd'twenty jtersutts who are piepaiiug to 
ride on pilgtitnage to the shrine of St. Thumas Becket at Cantor-^ 
bury, and makes Lhein agree tu tell sturieft as they ridCn 10 pa^ 
the time,. The PfulDgiie^ in which he describei all the luombcrs 
of the party* is a seri^i of character sketohts tluit for vividneH 
and humour hav« never been surpassed in English hierature. 
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Till* ci:impajiy are of aU Twits of society—a Knight, ilie vwy 
tyiH: of all that was best m chivalry, his gay lunl gallant son, 
a ddightful Prior«s, damiy and chaiming. with three priwlf 
attoiniing her. a lat Monk, morf; fond o\ sport limn of psalm- 
singing, a wily Friar, a Merchant, a It'amcdi Ckrk of Oxtord. 
a dntnkoia took, a Shipman willii a taste for piracy, a in>tir 
Paniori, who botli taught thrists law and follow^^ it himself, 
a stnfdv. ftd-boajTled stiller, a Keeve, and othei^. incliitiinjj tire 
Host id the Tabiird Inn. Cltaiicer liinisclf, and that wonderful 
wciiiian the Wile of Hath, only does Chancer draw every 

one of these with unfailing shill, but bo makes lliem act con¬ 
sistently throughout: tlto tales the>* teU and their cmninmU 
on those told by others are absolutely m k«pi“e 
chamclcre, Tire Knight begins with one of the reuiancM sc- 
{lopiilar in courtly dioles in the Middle Ages 1 the next should 
Ire the Monk, but Hk Miller, being drunk, insists on teUme 
a coarse and vulgar siorv, of which the butt b a carpenter; 
this angers the K«vc. who wa^ a carpentw by trade, and he 
retort* with an equally vulgar tale about a milter, Chaucer 
apologizes for tire courveness of lhe#c stories and of some of the 
others, laying the blame on tlw coatsc nature of tbc tellers, and 
makes amend* with such dtdighllul stories as that which he puts 
into the moutli of the Prioresj. Chaucer's ow-n conttibuinm is 
twxjfold: when called upon for a tale Uc begins with Mr 
Thopas'. which i* a neat iwredjf of popular nJinancos, druRging 
on mtcrminahly and full of wordy nolhingiues* : at last the Host 
ran Stand it no bfiger, and bids him stop his silly rhymes und 
t.'itk sense: he complies by lelling the * Tak of Mejibcus in 
prose i apparently it wa5 aiipreciated by his hcmeK, hut most 
modem rfadeti Itnd it very boring. The Jlook follows with 
n whole series of hislorit instances of the Way in which the 
iniebty have laden into mKlortuno. from LucilET down to King 
Croesus—verv edifying but deptrsing, so Umt most of I lie 
company are rednceil almoit to sleep, and the Kntghl politely 
but firmly insists upon his stoppitig, TJie Host calk upon one 
oi the rriorfcss's ptitet*. and he respond* with the gayest uf all 
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tlic tdea—thill of Chauntecltfre^ Ihc cock^ Datnc Pisriilotfl, hL^ 
^vife, and the fax, which k a ped^tLy ddigblM vi[j::£tDn of 
a very Md jitoty. 

Of Ciiauc^r*^ cantiitnpqrams, John Gower wa* the 
iioUbJe: he wTOie, wirh ability«Ihree long poeni,^ one in Lalin. 
one in French, and one in English* a fact whicli hi:lps us ty 
remember that literature in ErtgLtnd wa* still tri-lingual—ijv-trty' 
one with any pretence at education th^ three languages. 

John Lydgate and ThoTiias Ofcleve were indnstricm^ poets who 
wrote a little aiier Chaucer in point of lime, but a long way 
after liim in point nf Toedtp and the Chaucerian tradition 
l>est kept up by ilie Scottish poets of Ihe hfieentli century— 
King James Rohen Heiiry'son* WtUiaui Duobnr* and Gavin 
Doug [its—alt of whom i-xhibit a vigour und origin a Jity which b 
Ucking in the contompordry English poets. 

As Fkr^ Plowm&n represents the old English allifcralivc^ 
jKKlry and Cfiaiicer the new EngLbJt rhymed verse, $o WytJiffc 
may stan<l for English prt>se. John Wyclifte. bom in Yorkshire 
aboiil 1320, went up to Oxford, where he soon became prominent 
as a lecturer on tlif^log^". Like Langlund and Chaucer ht saw 
and deplored the gi^cd and cnrmplion of the Church< but he 
was not content to meet it with saline or ridicule; he aimed at 
its rrlormatiijn by placing the Church more under ihe control nf 
theStale^ lemming the pcTwa^ol ihe Pope^ removing ihu ttimpLa- 
tion nf wcallh from the clergy, and abowc all, basing religion upon 
the Bible. For this purpose he iindcitmjk t\m translation of the 
Bible into Englbb Up to this time ng complete version had 
been issued, and es^cn such parts as bad been translmcd wero 
only grudgingly allows in the hands of the laity—nor did tbo 
Church support his schenii'! for makuig the Scnpiurts widely 
known: the con Ira ryv such knowledge in a layman wms 

CouBidcrcd almi>st :i pmjf of heresy. From a literary ikiLui of 
view the importance of Wydlfle s w^orfc lies in its bang the first 
complete veraton of ibc book winch* more tkun any oUitr book, 
has tnIfueTiced English literature, and in its Oiiirainlng the germ 
of that Autborkud (oj 1611) in which Englbh prose 





OccUve 

pffLirUtng hU w&tki fo Pwiuid ilil 1$4^0 

























164 


LIutature 


reached the very highest point which it ever attained To &[iOw 
how far the WyclUfitt and Authnnzcd i^efsbos nscmblc one 
another, and in what wap the language of 1360 differed from 
that of we may taiJce the wdl'known passage at the begin- 
mnij of the Gospel of St. Mark : 

* The big^'miytigc of the go&prl of Jlicsu CrUt, the sono of God. 
As It h wntun in Ysaie^ the prophete, Lo 1 I setidc myn angel 
hi fore tJu face, That schal make thi wev^ redv bifore thW. The 
voyce of oon eryinge in ^fakc 'ye rtnly the wm of thie 

Lord* mate ye his pat his nghtfuL Jhon was in deR-rt bapt Lsvngc, 
and pnechiJige the l>apt]^tn of penauaev, in to remiscioun of 
synnes. And tiillc men of derusalem wen ten out to him. and a] 
the cuntre 01 Jodee ; and weren baptbid of him iij the Bex^d of 
Jordan, knowk^hlnge her synnes. And John was cloldiid wilh 
heerb of canirlb, and n gLrdil of skyn abowte lib le^auiis ; and 
he efi[ lociistus, and liony of the wode* and preclude, seyiiige : 
A strengcrc 1 han I schaj come aJtir me, of whom 1 knelingq am 
not worthi for to undo the thwnng of his schwn/ 

The period at winch W'ydiffc and liU assistants (for his traniv- 
Lit son of the Bible ivas not undertaken single-haiitkd) wtfc 
w-orking was one in which other tnuislatm flcnirbhrd—notably 
John TfesiSiii, a Combfi diaplain to Toni Berkeley, by 

whose! cncouragrmrnt ho was pcraiuded to translate Higdenb 
Po/vc/iroMfVon. a popular lu.st<iry at the ^vorlcl. Whim Trevbn 
suggested putting iL into verse, the favourite medium for such 
weirk$. Lurtl Ih-rkeley very sensibly msii^ted that it should be 
‘ In prosK, for coniynlich prose Is more clvre tlian rymt, more 
esy and more pleyji to knivwe anti itiukrstonde ", l"he tx^suSt 
justified Lord BeAdey, as it b a lively ri^Tidering in vigomus, 
cullc<[uial Eiiglbh. Trtvba al&o tr#intibUil Bartholomew's tjor-k 
0/ ih€ Niihfr^ 0/ a famous medieval encyclopaedia of 

mtur^l hbtffly. A5 an example of hb prose we may take ht* 
descriptifJti of the Cal : 

' Tilt cattc b a beasto of lUiiajrlen hearfl ( =fiair) and colour ; 
for suiJici iLattrr U ivbitd* s^ime rcik% &t>nie Idacke. s^ome viewed 
(-^piebald) and speckled in the lele and In the face nnd in tins 
tai^. And he b , , .in youth $wsTte, plyautUe, and tnerj', and 
kpclli and resetb ( =nishcth) on all tiijmee that is lo-lere him ; 
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and ti l<?d by a struwe and playnilh therwitli. And Is a right htivy 
i>tu 3 i bi age, and ixd sJtrpy, and Iklh tlily in ^ait for my^ . 
and wliL-n he laktith a mous be playdth Iher^viib, arul eatcUi 
him after the play. . . . And he tnaketh a nithcfuU uoy^e and 
gasitfull when one [TOffereth i* iyghie with another/ 

Frojtti wMcU we may sec that cals huve changed not at tdL and 
English prose fapart from spclliug) not greatly smee ty^j. 

The de\Tlopmcnt of Engil&ii prose w^as earned nji during the 
iiileeutli centtuy by such writers as Reynold Fecock, Bsaliop of 
CJiidiester, whos^? logical defence cl the Ciiurcb against the 
LoLlanls led to his own 
contlcmnaiiun as a. heretic; 

Sir John Fortfsciic. Cbicl 
JiLhtiix' under Henry VL* 
wlidse a 

in praise <if con^thtilianal 
nmnarchy* was the hrst 
w ork of I he kind * and 
Sir riu»mas Malury. 'flic 
last named wrolt in t4t^ 
the XLytl^ dM/f/iMr*an Eng- 
lisrli version uf the French 
fi'getids oi King Arthur ■ hi» style w extraordinarily simple and 
sUuiglitforwanh proh^bly iiu writer -ever Uacd fewer adjectives* 
and yet be is wonderlully successfol in felling his s^^tory and Itoldkig 
his Ori*drri’ attentififi. -As an e35.unplc we njay take an advetiture 
ol Sir Lancelots when he rode disguwd in ihe armour of Sir Knj^ 
tilt Scnc^hat: 

* Sir Lauiicclut ri>dcr Into a deep* forrcsT^ arid there by a glade 
lie Saw foiirt knkhl* iioving (*iiultcritig} midtr on okc, and they 
wvrt ul king ArtUora court: that one was Sogramour le Dcsiions,, 
Sir Ketor dq Maris^ sir Gawaine atid fiir Evraiiie. Amm as Uiei^ 
fouie knights bad spied sir I,uuocelot, they wcud by bis arms it 
Jiad been sir Kay. l^ow, by luy faitli* ‘ said sir ^Taniunr, 

I will prove sir Kayms might^*: and gilt his speare in his hand 
and came luWiud sir Laniicelnt. Thereo^ was sir Laiiacdol ware* 
and knew him widl and fewtred bisspcarc against him and dilute 
sir SagnaniQur so sore that hots* and man fcl ti) the cartb« ■ ■ * 



' Lid II itfAisf." 
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Now I well see said sir Gawiine, " 1 must cneoimtcr with Xlvxl 
kniglit.*^ And m he dressed his shield and got a ^ood speare id 
his Lkand, swid dr Laiiri-;!'lol knew him w-ell ; *ind th»?n they t*^l 
theif horses ran as fast Ihey m^hlj and eitJter siinote other fjn 
the middE^t of their shields ; but sir GawalnifS $peare brake* and 
fiir LaunceJot chartted so sarp upon him that Im hot^ reversed 
up-so-dotinp: and much sortow had sir Gawaine to avoidc his 
horse ; and so sh ^^ujicelot passed on a pace and SDiUed^ and 
said : " G<h| give hitn jov that this speare? made, for there catne 
ntm a better in my liamL'' * 

A conlrast to ^faJo^y may be found in Sir John B^iurcihier, 
Lord Berners, who LransUled the pkturtsiiue Chrenkhi ef 
Froissart mto a florid EnglisJi which suits these mmantic lalc^ 
of chivalry. Take as an jniitanci! the opening of the battle of 
Crecy by the fieaoese cr(issibf>WDien r 

' Wlmi the French kyng sawe thtr Hnelvsshmrn, Ids b]^>de 
chaun^cd and hi- ^^yde to his mershaJs : Make the Geoowayes 
go on before* and lM:gynTie llie batyl ki the name of and 
wcfe of the Genowaves crosboivcs about 
a Itftene tiiow&and, but they were so t^rty of goj-ng a fote that 
day a six leages armed wpih then Cfosbiwas, that they h^yd to 
t lie cons tables : We not wet ordred to fvffht iJiis daVp for 
wc be not in tlie cpfl to do any great dedc oi armeSp wt have 
iiiDre mud* of rest/ These wurdcs came to Uif erk of Ahmson, 
'wm saydh A man is well at ease to be cliargcd wilhsuche a ^rle 
rasLafkSf to be faiitii and fayk now at moo^ nede/' At^^ 
the same S£a^n there fell a great myne and a clyiis with u 
thomtrr and before the rayne there came flevtig over bolhe 
batayhf nombrt of crow^. for feare of tempest com- 

inyngCr Thun ;(nuoc Mic eyre beganne lo wa-xc clrre. and tlic 
^tine Iti jfjync fayre and bright, tile which was rklit in the 
brenthuuiiis ej^en and on the Engiysahmens backes. AVhen fhe 
Cknowayes were assembied toguv^r, and Ijcgannc in aimche 
Gir:y made A grea! Jeape and ctye to aba^lic theiigksdicmen* 
mi Lticy stodi! styll and styiedden not for aO that. the 

L.ennwayes agajme the secojuk iymt: made anotJier Ir^ipc and 
a frll and stepped forwards a lytell. and tbensSi-^Iimpn 

went forth tyll Uicy came witbira sliotb, ; ih^ they shoit’e teersly 
with their croitwes Then ihenglysshc aTclirw slept krthe one 
pase, and kite flyo their arrowes so hofiy -.md so ihyckc tliat it 
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^jTifid snowc. WUiin the Gcnowm^ fdte the arowes pt^rsjTig^ 
Ibrough heads, amns and brestes, i^ny nf them cast downe their 
crosbo wes and dyd c^t te t heir ^tryng« andTetoujned dysconfi ted/ 

t hn skfC-ich of English puiEse may ctiti i.nlh William Castem, 
f^^iabliShed the hrst priming-press in Engtand in 1476, wd not 
only printed se^^eral of tin- books we h-ave mcntlontd but was 
also an author and tran^l.Utjr liimself, and in on^ of hi:^ 
liis transktion of tbeAeiscid 
—allndes to tba way in 
which English had alt^cd 
even in his own time ■ 

* Certaynlj'^ oiir iangage nc?w 
used vary^cth faiTC from 
that w'luohe w'.is used and 
spokon when I borne/ 

But. thanks Largely to the 
invent ion of printing, by 
which idimtical copies of 
books sprj^ad all over 
the country^ so lessetiing 
UkoI cccontticiUcs of dialect 
and producing utiifomiity 
uf language, the chitnges 
since Caxton^s days. biaT3 
been iTompLirjliv'cly sItghL ; 
four hunilred yc-ars bcfociJ CaKton the natives of England wtTe 
speaking pure Anglo-Saj?ioii. lonr hundred years after \\ha time 
they ivcTv lining a language which differtHl little from his nvvn. 
t-xcepi in pr oiiundalinn. 

In tills sketch of the development of English litcratirre wc 
have only bem able iouch on works of oiilsunchng impor¬ 
tance, ^‘hind this thera is a great mass of popular liic^a- 
tuTq—stori^i#, hallitds^ ]ove-song5> carols, tiyiimsp comic songs, 
pcjlttical skiiAp sermons-^much of it imeresting, biwlifol of 
ainusing, witli winch il 1^ iriipossiblc to deal hiae, Bvit a few 
words must bo given to the history of the dnuniL The dramatic 
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Jirtfc which had risen to irs height ir ancif-Rt Greece, and Imd 
Contininsii to exist undet the Eutnans, was ^iwtpt away by the 
barbamns ai the break-up nf ihe EomiiR limpiro. When it 
again it w^, ^ it had b*en in. Greece, in cinnnexintt vdlh 
rdigion. Ihe reprc&entation m the chvireh& at Chriiitma$ or 
Easter o( Uir KatUity dt Hesurrection, at first in dumb shciw, 
hut sonn with a certain .unnnnt of dialogue, devcinped into 
regular plays, and other scenes of biblical huitory or frnm the 
kgeniis of tilt: siiints ivere aeled. Sn pTpalar wem the pJ^va 
that more rooni wa» ref[uircd for the audience, su they wen? 
acted on platfonns In the cliunrchyard- Frem pious ri^presuntii- 
tions of ^racred history developed into cnidcty realistLC 
drajiiaa, enlivened with entnic relief, often vulgar and CA'i^n 
indecent; iho diguitaries of the Church denoiuiccd thum in 
vain. Thr nosl step was. that in the towns the plays were taken 
over by I he gilds and were acted in the sireets and open spates 
on thr feast td Corptis Cliristi, For Uiis purpose ' pageants*— 
rnDvulilt pliitfntrns on wheels—were employed : these were 
often i>f two stories* the lower hung round >viih curtains, fonni-dg 
a dre^ing-roiinii for the- actors, the upper being tlie stage. Scenery 
ihrir was twactlcully none, except occasiondty a painiwl back- 
clutH, hut tlicrR w<Tfc \^naus * praperties', the most ireiportajil 
lielng " Hell mouth \ a huge painted canAias dragon's head, Imm 
which iystit?il smoke and flann^ and comic devsts^, and into which 
tiir wicked were thrust. I'he plays, which lEmgcd through 
JStCTfd InsiKuy ffrnn the CreauQu of the World to \M Day of 
Judgement, weio assigned to dehnite gilds, often wJlh some 
u|i[iTCipiial<Lnc^ : the shipbuildm would phy Koalas Ark, the 
golilMnillis the Athimticm of the Magi, the winc-nierchanLa tlie 
Marriage at Cana, ntid so on. A good many qf ihc plaj^ luivfi 
HTTviycil, Jiitd some fil them show considerable drajiiatic power* 
i^xiilly wh^ tho charactiirs are peasants—such ns the sliep- 
Uiifili in >^u^ivhy or St. Josephs Joseph.^ it may be ubscn-iid. 
w« usually treated with scant re&|H:ct : in fact the freEdom 
with wlilrh the composei^ of these pbyi trraied their subiecLs 
sui,d lilt ir characters is asion'tshuig to the modern nunrh Onf^ 
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Nativity play cpcns vdth a scene oi rtal comedy in which one 
character iiteals a sheep, and when the shepherds come to searcli 
Ids housep Judes it in a emdJ^ and pretends il is his Jiew*-boni 
son ; in another, when the angels have sung Gl&ria in 
the shi-pherds bmlesque their ringing : Herod and Piktc wer^ 
sloch comic characters—btustermg, ranting^ swaggering buUieSj 
und Noah^s wife caiii^ed roars of laughter by her condniiaJ 
refusal to come into rhe Ark, and her boxing Noah's ears when 
tie drags lier aboard. Vet mi^ed with alt ibis low comedy weme 
pn<sages of real palbo? und simple beauty, and behind it Lay 
a nati^al feeJing for Ihu dramatic which was to find its e)cpre$- 
sJim in the Eiixahetlian dramauits^ coltrunaticg in the genius of 
Siiakespeare. 
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art and sctekce 

ARc uii E CU ^iicE msy fibijit to be the ilrat of tbt arts, as Krme 
kind of a hous^r is the fei reqiiircm«iLt of civUiml man* at Jeast 
in $och a climate as And tbi: hrst pTohleiHi of archUtKtor*? 

is tbo coYerbig^ oi opem spuce^ir II is a siinplc maUtr to build 
fottr wails with mud or w‘<Kjd ct hut not i]uiic so simple 

to roof in the space so fincloKtl: it is easj* cnotigb to leave 
spaces in walls for doors and windows^ but not quite so 
casv to carry up the wails above those spaces. If the space to 
be bridLeed is smalt find there are lon^ pierces of stone or wood 
avaibiblc, one of these long pieCe$ can 1^ put acitj^is the lop of 
tbe Tivindow, or in the caise of a roof a number of tJicrn can be 
put across the narrow^er way Of the room at intervals w^iih 
shorter pieces laid across ihiuiL The disadvantages of this style 
of building arc^ first , that long pieces oi stone or wxwd are Uard 
to get and heavy to handle^ and secondly, xhut if they have 
much weight lo carry^a high wnll above the window or a heavy 
fall of snow on the roof—the tong artr liable to break in 

the middle^ where they have no support. It was soon foitnd 
that by cutting blocks oi stone slightly w^'dge-shaped they 
could be fitted together lo form a semi-ckcuiar archr if «uch 
an arch were placed over a door nr window thu weight of ihe 
wall above it would ptess upon the centre stone of the arch^ 
which wtnuld pass on the pressure to those on uither side of ic^ 
and they in turn to tlietr ndghboora, until tlie whole weight 
came eventually to rest at the ends of the semicircle, which 
were supported by the :^ohd wall on either aide nJ the window. 

By conslructmg a continuous aeries of such round atclies it ts 
possible to roof in a murow bmlding, and such ^ barrel vaults ’ 
(so called from their resembling a barret cut down the middle) 
arc found Ici some curly .Norman churches and castles. But tl 
a broad space has to be bridged the weight of the barrel ^■uaJt 
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13 SO great ihsl the walls tmve to be oi enormous thickness 
to support it. Hix>f3 werc^ Lhctolare, lUimlly niMe of wood. 
The principles of constructing a. wocjden mo( arc as follows : 
at each end of Lbc btLikUng and at regular ttiterrak betwWii 
tljc ends arc set pairs g| beomsT ottft «iid o| cndi beam resting 
oij the Side wall and the other end5 mccilng at an angle above 
the space to roofi.^ in ; at their angle of cnecling 

carry'* and arc coimeco?d togoihcr by* * a ridge-beam \ nnmkig 
parallel to Lhc length td tlic building ; acros the beams are 
n.^ilcd pihinks or kills (strips ui wood), and the whole is then 
cove red with $onie wet rating substance, such as lead^ tiles, 
or thatch. Tlw weight uf the roof h tluis carried by tbse pairs 
of b ej i ms imd tends to thnist the end$ that rst on the walls 
outwards ] there were two ways to prevent tills; in small 
liunses Uie bcanis+ hist cad of icsiing on the walls^ were mnAn 
out of liugc pifcos u! ctirved limlicr, of wliteh the lower ends 
itsttd ott the gfouiul and wen* ciuite independent of the walk ; '■ 
in large building* the ends of the beams leere hdd together by 
a massive * lie-btam * runnitig across from one w^ill to tlia other- 
Further solidity gjvert to die construction {us can br.- seen 
by u glance at tlie roof uf almost any chun:h} by an npnght 
' king-po^t ^ $t!L m the middle of Iht lie-bcam and giidng off 
' braces ^ to the beania ; sometimes instead of a central king¬ 
post ilte tiii^beiifn carries a pair ol ^ queen-posts "* eqnidistiint 
from tile Centro. Many additjonSj sinicturaJ and omamentalj 
Were mAtlc to tlik design, w that a medieval wpoclen mof was 
often a vitj' ckhorjite and 1>cautiful struct iircj but under all 
Ihe carving and degottuiini the csseniinl principles rcTnaincd 

tiie 5amc. 

Til IT whfdc ckvelopinnnt td aichitcctmc may be said lo havo 
been duv lo the law of gravity, iliat kw of Natut^ that make? 
unsupported ubjetts, 5iKb as applet or stones, fall to the gromch 
rhe round ardi, as we Itave setai, was invented in order to 

* Th«£ pun ut EZB-TTcd liinWr? vrtrr called ^crcoki' and medieval 
buSMtos cftcimLtfl oJteo ilu^i n. tioiiie iholt ' of u muiy cjtidks " I 

th« corrnpiHiEJliig tenu for tiie ipojc^ between beamt li ' bay \ 
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tnm^fer wdglit (which is nothing but ihe pull of f^ravityj on to 
^Ud or pillaj5 (which axe practit-ally isoEatod pieces of 
wall). These toimd amhes were used by the Saxons and by the 
Somiuts for a hundred years after the Conquest, Experim&nis 
in the coustniCTion of stone vaults proved that insTcad of making 
one long. Continuous barrel-vanjt* it was better to divide the 
space {whether a room, house, or churchF into square sections^ 

■ bays \ with a suppsrt, which might be either a pillar or a ^vaH* 
bracket, at eaxth comer, and carrj' arches across not only from 
side to side but also diagonally from comer m corner, a " bnek^ ' 
or large block of stone beipj? placed at the point where the 
fiiagonal arches mss one another. It was Also found that fox 
this purpose round arches were not &u good as arches wMcli 
were carried up tiigber ip the centre; in fact the pointed arch 
was found to be stronger and letter for all purposes, and rapidly 
replaced the rcund arch ; so that by tlie end of the twelfth 
century tlio pointed style of architecture ivfaicii we cah * Gotliic * 
hfid taken fhe place of tht round style, called * Romanrs^ine ^ 
from iis having been used in Ronum times- By the skilful u&e 
of this unproved type of arcb the weight of the building was 
distrifauicd to a limlled number of points along the walU, and 
It Was therefum possible to build thinner walls, stretigthi'tiiiig 
them at thes^ points witli buttresses. So we find that G< 7 thlp 
buildings are lighter and Jess massive than Rdmanesqne. Thi" 
buttresses also became a decorative feature of these building?^: 
cifltn they are carried up into pinnacles, whldi are nul only 
for oruament but by their weight, p.res£ifig dmtw&ards, help to 
counLeraCE the mdirutd pressure of the roof; some rimes fiie 
fautlr&ases are built a little distance away from thtf walls and 
only connected watli them by stone arcbcg> and tlic$c * fiying 
buttresses' add greatly to the beauty of many fine churches* 
such as Westniiii5ler Abbey or the Fninch Cathedral of Clianres. 

TIu: reforence to Chartres is made because it is impertont to 
Tiraliie that English orchileclurc wai in early ilajns much in^ 
fluenced by that of France. Tlie original Abbey church of 
Westminster, built by Edward the Confessor, was mcMfelletl m 
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the Xormaji clitirdi ol Jtimifgiis, anti wJiun the Abbey 
robuUt by Henry i U, it$ di^gn wa3 miliienc*d by that of 
Cathedral, Even after the ims^ q( Komaiidy, France and 
Englimd wuro do&cly conn-ected ; French p as wp have sefin* 
the oi polite sndetyp and as ladies in recent lime^ 

liive taknn ihdr fashin^ns in bats and dgthes from Parish so the 
tnedieral patrons of art in England took their ideas in archi- 
tecturo to some extent from France, 
lire aiehitects ^-cie sometimes 
Freiiiihiiien: hut the medieval 
arthitccl was not a geiitlLinan wdio 
sat in hif London dfhee and drew 
out elaborate phm^ with drawings 
of every detaiJ, to be carried out 
with mechanical accuracy by un¬ 
intelligent wwkmcn — ai i$ too 
liften the case in modem 
he was himself a master bnilder, 
who superintondtd all the opera¬ 
tions ; his plans were rcjughp and 
the detakts, especially of decorative 
features^ were largeJy left to the 
acttia! workmen, and, as they were 
Englishmen^ evfn French designs w'ere (jiven an English flavour. 

h IS ui the carving of ihe tapttalB of piUars, qI the bo^ises o( 
the vaulting, and of the ' corbels ' or stone hra^^kcis, ihai English 
feeling is moat notireablCp particidarly in the quality of liuinour 
The English ivorkiuan was alwaj's ready (of a joke; the French¬ 
man iCH>k his art more s^^riously and joked with dtfliciilty, Tlie 
tTcnchiaan would carv^e a gracious saint or grun devil, the 
Englishman's saint would very likely be less gracious^ his devil 
would he mcr^e comic^ and often instead of dthcr saint or devil 
he would cofv'e a fox preaching to geesc^ a sehoulmaster lurching 
a boVp or a contoiiionist with his head between fiis legs. In 
serious sculpture on a krger scole^ although England was iiifmor 
to Francep wc can boost of a wonderful scries of toinbs^ of w'hich 
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the toy ill totnl?s at Westinin^ti^r fonti the finest gmup tD be seen 
m any jingle church. In puticuLir two srhcwls i-i( Imglkh 
carverfr cxiisiqd : from the twelfth to ilm foorteemh century 
thwc 3school of sculptors at Purbeck, in Dorset, who wmkcJ 
the local rnpjhie and carved monnmentaJ eih^ieA, of which 
nuinbcTS remam. such as those ol the Knights Tfunphtrs iu the 
Tcmptc Church at tonqon, Duticig the fcurioentb and fifiet^nth 
cmlurics mi more re m arkable school grew up round Kot tUty- 

iuLtti, where alabaster was worked. The Nottingham carvers 
wwked ditedy oJi aUar-picces—slab5 of alaba^tcr« carved with 
sacrcrl Subjects, to STMid bebinJ an ;Utar; these varied from 
a small pant^l with a conventional rcprifSentatioti of the Holy 
Trinity, up to great pieces representing scenes from the lifo of 
samv saint and containing^ scores of figures. They w^ere not 
otily distributed al! over KnE^land* but were in great demand 
on tlio CoaUui^nt, and Iho finest specimciis that have survived 
ojT now to be found m Francc- 
Hughitid utis siiso famous in the ^Ijddle Ages for artistic metal 
Work, tS|Kichdly in gold and silver, but nnfortunately very little 
ul ttii$ bag come down to our own times. In one brunch of the 
art WQ are ablu to see that our ancestori were superior to the 
CTultsmen of other nations, in I be Middle Ages kgal di.KUinents 
were sealcil, not signed; so everybody of gcnik Tank 0wilt'd 
a !s«aJp uaiially of silver or bronze. Many of these sLiB exist, and 
€>i thuu^ands which have disappeared we Lave impressions in 
wax : comparing thi^^ with couiemponiry examples liotu other 
loantries, we are able to see not only how? beuotifiil timuy of 
them are, but also how nmcli finer the Eiij;itih work Xlu? 
irunwYjrk on many ancient die locks on old dioiis and 

sirniiar objects also serve to slunv us that ewn tlte vilhtge bfack- 
smidi had a sense of dsign and mi Instinctive lave of art, 
AldNmgh painters were tiovcr liotinurcd in niedieval England 
as they were in Italy, so that we Jiavc no r^ord of tlieir lives, 
and can hardly |Niint to any picture as the tvurk td any particular 
artist, their work was in great dimtaml. Praetkaby ev-er)' church 
had its wads covered with painthigs; over the chaned ondi 
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was tistially a picturi^ of thf^ Last JiicJgcniBQt—Christ m €h>ry 
bi Lht Gcntrr, inflow ijjm St. ^rkUaiil ts otieti ^oun holding 
a pair of scsJet^, in oqo pan ol u hidi knu^H a. UtUe nakiKl soul, 
whDu a dtivil haiie-i till to Lius otiufT pan, trying to drag it diijwn, 
and so get lli€ sou], condf^miiGd; lov^er stiU a tTowd of nakni 
souls rMug froni tbdr gm'^, the gwd rixdvcrd into 

ParaiitM on the right band of Clirist, tbii evil luring carriiwl off 
by grotesque djciiion^ it> tlu; dames and tormertls of Hell On the 
OLhdr wore scenes from biblical hUlory or tliit legriiiib «,'{ 
the saints or ullegoriciil sybjcoisH sncIi ^ thi? Seven Deadly Sins. 
Those spccimcii# which have lietii recovered fronj the layers nf 
whlteW'isli uilh which they were covered by Pmiians, who 
tliuught thijni ' po]u.^h * aiul ujckeLl, and by church wardens* 
wlui thought ilitm ugly, are for ihv part interesting rather 
thrtii Iwautiful Uni tliene are a tmuibcr td ejtainptes in Norwich 
Cjitliir'iral aniJ ebarwherc in K or folk that show that there w-as an 
East Anglian schuul oi painting which might have stood coiu- 
pari^iitt witti tho I'lemLsh stihools if not with those ol ftaly, 
Inluckily the Htiglish pHunloi^ did not ohrm paint movable 
picturti on Ciinvas r>r woihIeii pandSi and hardly nny esamplc^ 
oi such w^urk havr survived. UV can^ howev'cr, judge the 
pictorial iibUity ul medieval Lnglkhineti by ihvir decoration of 
maiHEScripts. Sctire^ of bookSn frcipi the tenth to the ssslcenth 
cimtiuy^ trsoti lirmiiifnlly illustrated, show that in ibis branch 
ril ,trt also tilt: Lnglish wiao not infeiiur lo llieir neighbiimrs, 
-Before the Lorii|iie:frt the great centTV uf thi^j art wm at Win- 
Chester; rhtring the tw'dfth and thirreentb centuites it was at 
York, and later at L’anterburv"anrl St. Albans ; in tlie fourteenth 
century tlir Ei^st Anglicm M:hnol jircHluccd a numbfir of ^vorsdeTful 
psalters in w hich the wniing is suirouiided by borders hlied with 
quail It and e^^qnUito groups of aniinals and Immmi ngnres, 
ilifcH again, the Lttglish artists sliowcd their sense of hmndiir 
aitii full llic margins, l-vch of church scj^doe books, are fall 
of spirited dmivings of cuirntry dances, cliduron dding hobby 
or w'hlpping tops* a tournament bciwx^on knights rnoouted 
on dimih, a fox nmning aw'ay with a ^ 00 ^ and pursued by an 







old woman her distaf?, iiarea [^looting at dugs, or dressed 
in priestly vestmenta, conduf^ting a funeral »A'kc, munkeyit al 
sdruol—I lie schoolmaster metnkey beating tme oi die pupils— 


MS 13/fA# n'1 nriitFT/ 7 r stA^kJ, c, 
vi$it ihrrM 

ami 130 On. The hgures, both human and aniiiial^ are full of life 
and tnovementp and in one splondid mis^ pEunicd in Sherborne 
Abbey is ^ siiTica of pictures of bircb which would put to shame 
many modiini books of natural hisrory* 

In another branch of art, Music, we may also look back u|Kkn 
PUT ajicestor^ with respccr. In the Middle Ages nrniie was 
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a necessary part ot a g(jod edticatbn r ^yQvy knight and lady 
wa* ci^pected at lea$t to be able to join in a song if not to play 
some ffl^UTHTtCTit. ETi'ery noble kept a number oi miiistrei^i 
who played durtcig mejJ^tiint’d and accompamed hwn on hi& 
intemep, so tliat the royal court m great occasions must have 
tKiin full qI musicians if not o( melody. When Edvvard I kept 
Christmas at St- Macaire, in ihc sowth oi France, in 12S7* he 
di^tohuted £50 Lsay £700 of modern money) w 3:25 mujiciaos. 
and at the wedding of that ktnq's daughter, ^largaret* in 1200. 
no tewi-r than nnnsirels meived gifts oi nioiiey. Tlie towns 
also kepi their ' waits \ who combinwl the duties of watchmen 
and mnstclans, and bagpipe secni to have been a necessary part 
of a shepherd's eqmpinicnt. The instnuncnis n^cd by Ihe 
minstrets w-cre varitid; strings, such as the barp. lute, zither 
or guitar* several typfcs of violin* and a curiosis sort of btirdy* 
gotdy* played by ttinurig a handle ; wind mstniineiits* sqeU as 
tiuuipet.s, bagpiEM* riiouth-otgans, and several varieties of 
pipes; at&i> jK^rtabk organs wiueb worn appareutly blown with 
one hand and played with tho other* Kegular orgutts wvrd 
comm on in churches hom Sa-von times, aiul wwe bimvn by 
hand or by men sLanding on lire bcUowi^: St. Duitiitan is said 
lo have made emt with bmnze pipi;= for Malmesbury Abbey * 
and an ancient writer dnclazcg that Bishop Alphage made one 
for Wiucliester Cnthedfal, in the lentil century, which liad 
40U pi|>e5 and at Mie blow-ing of which 70 men lalKiuia^i till the 
sweat pourktiE ofl liietn, W'hile its [igi<e couUl bo heard all ov?.'r 
the ariL'icni. city <if WintJiesicT [ 
licsidcs [nstnuncntal nnisir, suiting was much practised, sind 
altbnugh the Etittltsli liad ijyi tbiil skill in pan-ringing fur wliieh 
the Welsh w^cfT already famous in the twcllih century* they 
were considered a musical race and had a roputailon for ‘ rarote' 
or folk-songs In whJth sing big was combioinJ with iluuciiigH 
Many of our traditional bj Ik-song tujii^ descend from thir&e 
^ caroltri and from the bolktils sung by wandering niinstTcls, 
Apart froiu tbtp: mu-^cal abiLiiy ihrse tnJnstrcb played oil 
I mportant piurt m mtsJicval life; they were U> the villagtcs 
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mucli wliai htwijpjiptrs are now ; going irti:!}' inio die |:i(iii£e< 
of tbti gTEiat and ih\2 tavums of the poori th\if piiriteU up aU 
kind:s oT nt^ws ojuj passed it oti^ olten in the lorn Of a ballad, 
and ev-2ry great [xilitical rnovemctiL must have been accompanied 
hy a flood of suck rk^*me!: and ballads, 

Tiimiri" fmm Lke Ans ta ihe Scbifice, the di!fi^r%-nce 

to Vse observed bgtv^^een medluval and mthlem S^cioricc is that 
noxvadav^ cverv^ sdentific thetjn^ u upon, and tested h\\ 
tixpetimimts, mhile in early djiv^i there vra^j vcr%^ little «xperi- 
mcuung, and s^krice was based almost eniimJy upon tradition ; 
any sLatenicnt tLiit otieq got put mto ivriiijjg vrunid be iciNratcd 
by authur after Hitillior. ^vm when a pcrfectiy jEimple test would 
ba\^ shown that it wr+ij untiriiu. Tire arigioal source of tnoat 
scientillc iitumture was the ivrirings ol the gnat cLiissical amhoT?! 
particuliiily of Arestolle, and a-* the Latin trsmsktions of his 
works wnru- incumplete and shrxkiRgly uiacoiratc, and thr 
addition^ made by cointnentnipr*; wer^ fantastic and wild, thc- 
genuin-f? student w.is bailly tuinflicappcd ia Id* &e:irch fot itnih. 
Roger Bscnii of OxUmi, who lived diniug the rdgn of Henry UL 
waa the one griTat origiind sliidEmt of sciencr who saw the neces¬ 
sity of and of studying the actual works of the groat 

w'literSi nnd lurl merely olher ineo‘;s cottimintU on their writiiigii; 
Uc hb life and a great foTtune on sncii research, and his 

reward was ttj bef cast into I’.ris-on by the authutilics of tlie 
Chnrthp who xvKm too uftiin the i*tieiTiifr5 of origintilitv in thought 
and kMTnipg, kiven when writ-ers tried to record facts that (hey 
hitcl themH:lvf:fT uliricrvcd ihej' w‘cte nsnally inaccurate, though 
S4Jine ntediciil writeti, ^uch as John of Gadtlesden, a lantous 
doc (or of llie fourteenth crnlnryp did show considcrabte powers 
cpj observation. John of Gaddesden may be token as a (vpe 
of the tne^bern) igcicntists ; his work is full of sound 

mwllctkl itdvice, part of it rJerivieiJ fr™ ancient Creek and vVrabism 
authors {tkrough Latin ttunslotions), but much of ic due to lii^ 
own prsictical e.^perience, yd it Is alto full of r 3 Js^^ argumcnis 
smd fi^alishni;^, ^\ith as charms ; Ids prescriptlonj olieu contain 
dniga W'lUcb are stUl recognized as the correct remedies for the 
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particulej- diseases treated by him, but often they are mere 
jumbfes of all kinds of mgrcdienis, of which most Mrcre entirely 
vaEueless — ^medieval medicines Often containing twenty or thirty 
herbs and miiieral substances. 

Medical science ]ia;!i never been entirely free frcinj humbug. 
even modern doctors havo been know'ii to pretend to be wiser 
than they are, otui <uit mcdkvaJ bisok will ten (or the ttse of 
doctors gives much advice on bow to itnpfcs a patient and. his 
friends with your wisdnTn ; for insiance, if you do niit know what 
is the matter, say that Lbc patient is suffering from obatructicin 
of the iiver ■ * Jit sure to ost tliv word ” ohstniction ", for Uiey 
don t understand it. and jt is often Mcvstlingly um'uI that 
people shouM not understand what you say ' Besides this 
deliberate bumbug there was a gooil draJ that would be called 
by that narno nou*, but wa? intended seriously at the thnn. 
Itcfcrence! ha* already been made to channs. and on much the 
same Iiwel were the mystic properties ascribed to various precious 
Stons^, the wearing of which was siippestrd to proveiit or cirrc 
ccilam diseases. Tile sapphire in particulsu- was believed to 
have curadve poMcts; as an instance of this belief we fttid 
a man Ju 13191 leaving a ring with ,1 sapphire to the priest of the 
chantry of St. James at Scarlimnugh, ' ^ that it may be avail¬ 
able lor ail who desire tho medical aid of the said ring Anothrr 
cunous belief was ituit srrofula, a skin disease popularly known 

as ' Uie kingV evil*, could 1 j« cured by the touch of the king _ 

this miracuibus gilt of healing living said to have been granted 
divinely to EdwanJ the Confes^r and his successors; conse¬ 
quently w-e find Edward ! < touching ’ batches of as many as 
tuio luttidred sulJeriers at cute time, and the pnieike continued 
right down to thr day* u| gueen Anne 

Astronotity, n science almost imtirely derived from the great 
Aiablart scientists and mirthomatictiins—-or rather that brmicli 
of astronomy knoum as asitulugy-^svas a necessary part of 
a mcdlci.-al doctor'* studin, By aUmlogy he could id’l from tlio 
piirition of the stars whethiir a patient was iikdy to recover; 
and by the phases of the moan and stars he would decido wbothcr 
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or not lo a patient, and it 50 wbidi vcin& to draw 
the bloml. Xor W 2 S astrology oniy oE use in itiodidnE ; the 
fiamc science? could bo u&ed to di^covir the livbmatHjuts ol 
stolErn property and tlie identity of the thief. Another magical 
mcthixl of detecting thieves was by cr^^tal-gazing ; in this the 
nugichm, or a cMkt employed by Itim, gazed into 4 ciy^^tal bait 
on the bright blade oi a sivqrd until he saw ia it 4 picture nf 
Ibe thief or of thi? place where the gioods wm luddoi. Such 
magic might be biirmless enough, extept that it often kd lo 
false accusations against innocent people^ but there were other 
kinds of magical science which wem intc-nded to be hanuful, Jt 
b very difhc\iJt to say how much truth ther^ was iu the medieval 
super?titicin of witchcraft ; but thtre certainly ’w^sre persons— 
usitally old women—w^cre bcliei'cd, and l>elicved theniselves* 
to 1iav«; the power of caUi^ing their enemies to foU ill and even 
to die. Whatever view wc may take of magic and witchcraft, 
it is imporlant to reincniber that pcixple in the Middle Ages 
hrmly believed in them and m the constant presence ol the 
De^■ii and his ^vitked spirits in their midst. PerfecLly natural 
caxnts were therefore oficn aitnbuted to supcrnalnial causes^ 
and scientists who indulged in experimental research wnere 
imspccted of wiichcralt and other sinful acts; all of which 
tended to discourage such research and to hinder the proper 
study of scicii< 3 e. 




IX 

WAR FAKE 


War in the ^tiddk A^iii was not an e^TC^plinctal and dislurbing 
(KEiirrerice^, hut part nf the normal cfJtidilicm:^ nf li(e. It vr;k^ the 
profession of (he upp*!r dassts, and llu? (livtiiora of medlevnJ 
micty wtTo based almnst aa; much on the prat^ticc of war as on 
Ibc possession of land. The combination of the two, the h of ding 
oi Land by tnilltary tenure, constituted the Feudal System^ 
tnlroduccd into England by the Komaiis. 

Under the Saxons every holder of land had to [isslst in keeping 
up the hnrhB or fottitVed (owrishlps* and every free man had to 
follow liis lord to battle, hut the obligation was a personal one 
find WHS not connectod Wilh the land ; because ont* holder of an 
estate fnlloweil a particular noble it was not necessary that tfitf 
tiext liotdtr of that estate shoiitd attach himjh]lf to the snm^ noble. 
Ttie nobles, or thane^^ also had to comt fully aniied to ser\'^ the 
king, and apparently to ptovide a certain number of aimed 
E<ddicfTs; btJt allhough the possession of five hides ol land was 
one of the qnalificatLoTis for the nmk of tbune^ such imlStary 
service was not tlie condition on which the land was held- On 
the Contitutnt there had grown up a system by which ihe emperors 
Odd kings grunted large portions of their realms lo nobles who 
in retnm took outht of ^ fealtyor faithfulness, and ondertook 
to assist their ro^Hl master with a certain number o# armed men 
in time of war. In order to secure the services of these armed 
turn I the great nobler in turn granted ponions of their lands to 
men who swore feaJty to them and promised to fight for their 
Jord^ when required. And os the land was given expressiy on 
ttiis conditioii of military service, it followed that even if tho 
onginal grantee parted with it the new tenant would be Ixiund 
to serve. The service dirmnndcd W'os that qf a fuUy armed 
horseman, oi knight, and the Estate whicfci had to provide one 
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such ktii^bi otllctj a ■ bnjglit’s f« *. e^i^tes m usually 

call«l * iiiih '; in each casii ilit- l^tin ward is /4r4?iffiiii or 
whence ijur adjective * feiitliil \) In this way each gicat lord 
Ciiuld nii^‘ s force of cavalry by irLitiply sending a suiiutioii!i to 
luA tenants^ whkh n]adl^^ it easy Inr the kbig to cdllci;! an amiy— 
prosuded tiis grcral lords remained fabbliij^ but i( they robdlcd 
iJiis sysicm placed a powerful weaptm m their bauds. 

of Sormandy coTir|UPrcd EngLuid hcdislribuli’d 
the land among bis fdloiscr^ and fiicnfls to he held cm this 
system of miliLar}- tcnurep each group of estates (or manflfd) 
Ijting bimnd to pro’virJt a particular number of knightSp 
e>iai<s, an wc htivt scerip TVeto assessed for purp^^es of taxation 
in hldv:^^ but tbrr number of knights drmaiiided did not deptmd 
CTi tht number of hides (except that ni least fi^x: bides were 
allowrrl Urt lach knight's fee) or upon anytiijng excqjt Uie will 
of the Conqueror. If he rhose to give one man 400 bides in return 
for tlit sm^’ice of two knight^^ while he lUzmandod from anoEher 
tliiiiy knights lor 200 hides^ be did so and tlierc was no more to 
be said obont it» ^ucJi was the ustatc and such was the service i 
atirl i£ the owner of the lordstnp did not produce bts knights when 
rtquiied hk land would be set^ed* Tlie total number of knights*' 
fees thus errated in Knghind seems to havi! bren biivi'cen six 
and seven thruxsand. Nor did William trouble atNmi how the 
knights were to bt; pfovid^lc| : that was the aii;ik of titc lords,. As 
a rule they secmrii them by granting portions of their lands 10 
lesser men to hold on similar terms : and This pnocts^s of ' sub¬ 
infeudation ' might be earned lurtlier, so that A would hold of 
the king by the service of iw'cnty knights. B would hold of A 
by the service of four knighia. and C hold a km^fit's fee of B. 
If A, the lenaut-in-cbiefi who held tlirccily of the kingp did not 
“ iLnkofi * (i.tv grant lees tol all the knights that hi* owed^ tlie 
nunuinder were charged on " ilie defne!:^ncthat is to say tlic 
estates whidi nmiained m his own hand^, and these ostatci 
miglU be scired for any dchciency, SomoUniCs a tenant in-chief 
wouid enfeoff more knlghis than he actually ow^d. Tills |jave 
bun a margin in case any one c!claiilLed>and had cl her advanugirs: 
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for on the deavh of n im4.nl hl$ hm liad to |\iy a certain 

sum as * relief * [or death to his uiimediate overlnrJ* and 

if the heir were tmder age the m^erlord hud the coMody of Id^ 
lands luiliL he came of age^ which was often n soorcc o( consider¬ 
able pmht. J^ormuxiLly it&elf was n liel of France, and tlie tJnfceS 
of Normandy, thanks to the number of their militarv^ tenantSi 
had offcii proved thoma m the side of the kings of Fmncc. 



.tluAiw^ a Knifkl; 

TA$ jpVifa iftt Aja iKrcytdi. lirAijfi a/t*fndai^t J^Uit Afi 

W'iUiarTi did nnt int+;nc] that this state of affairs should be re- 
[mted to his own disadvuniage, and, therefore, caused ail the 
subtenants as well as ilie tenantsdn+chief to ^wf?ar fealty to him, 
thereby bringing llicni more directly under his own iniluence. 

Knighthood, Lhim, tvas in practice thft liabiiny to serve in the 
cavalry in mlurn for the possf^ss!0^ of land; and front the 
tliiJlrvJilh ct)ntury onwards it becrutio the cnsiotn to force aU 
pcrsoiiA who lifjhl land^ above a certaia value (usmUy hxed at 
£jo a year—sa>% £350 of luodetn money) to beootne knighU. 
itudi^r penalty of a hue. Bnt knigkllioi^i was afeo an lionoiir and 
11 Lade tlio Ecoipletii a tn<?nil)cr of the lesser nobUiiy\ There was. 
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iftdihtc)* hi early timts no strict bd.^'^^ri 1 ht k^igbts. and the 
birciT]^, or [J<:er$ ; ihi* distinctbn wa*^ ^ nmtter of ttntifr— If 
4 tenant in<hirf hr^ldim lunil^' by barony * he paid on sufxcedinE 
I0 his estuit^ 4 ttxiMl ‘ rdkd ' of £ioa, whrrviis a knight paid £5 
fur each fee tliiit he h^ld. Hit knight mated by the king 
or hy some gn^t lord by tht: ccitrmony ol girding him ^i-itb 
a s^wnrdi and m tok^n c\ the- high ideaJ$ wtiicfi v-vi^re soppitsed to 
iti^pire hinuihk .-iTOrf! by during the night before t he ceremony 
ti^nHi tfie dlar in the chiurrh, and there the candidate for knight^ 
hMHl ki [d Iii 5 vigih SimiJarJy the ccrcmvTiLal bath which gave 
\l5 nantft to the'- CVrder nf the Bath^ foui^ded hi i3E>fp was a symbol 
of ihr piirity and dean !ife expected of thu infpirant to ktiigliT hi:>odr 
Thefr Were aho the definitely reUgiuiis Orders nf the Temple and 
n| the [io^tpital nf St. John of JerusaJtimi botli founded in con^ 
nrxjrjfi with the Cruii 4 de&. The Knights TcinpEars and the 
IlDspitallrrs alike were warriors who took semi-monastic vows 
and iWed in eoTmntmitics npELrt, The Templars fought tioroically 
in Palestine, hut l^y their pride and wealth made enemies, who 
accused them of Ireresy ;ind the practice oi magic, learnt from 
their Sanaerm encniits, and the Pope caused the suppression of 
the Order in ijii, whidi wm carried out with much cruehy on 
the C ontinent, but with compamtive mildness in England. 

The iiowTifall of tlie Tempiars, thus eliargect with hrtraying 
fho I'ailfi whidi thpjr Order was hounded to defend, may serve 
to remind ns of the diilerc-nec between ihc theory and fjr^ietice 
^'f knighthr^xl. 1'he ideal nf the kntglit. as stated by an English 
mitvr tti Lite twelfth century^ was : "id protect Ihc Churchy U\ 
hght aguinst treachety, lo reverence the priesthood* Id df^fmd 
I ho fEj^ir from injimke* 10 rnake peace in Ills own previncc, to 
shed hi3 bliHid (or hl^ brcilireu, and. il necessary, to lay dnwn his 
lift-*. SiiLh ideais Chaucer's * vcri' perm gcntil knie:ht' kept 
bclore his eyis, and such a knight wc iind in fcal life In the pcrsi.>ii 
of Sir I^Eobert Umfravillt-. ^V3nJcn of the !S:oTtheni Murehts. us 
descritwd by one who toiew and sservctl him. Sti Robert, u 
Knight of the Garicr. w^s a man of dean life, wisfr, checTful and 
courtly, oi unblemished honour; a lion in battle, but so jml 
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Ibckst of their m-n jiidgci: compamth^;ly poor, Imt gtneroujj, 
QTid MJ kindly that Lp w^dld nyi cvEti ^LLtiit? Jib iStrTOiits by 
frprovin^ them for llit-ir misdeeds in the pirsL'^Tic^af tiiek felfiiw'i. 
Such iTitfn hriv** been nire at all tiiiiies^ md Pi^^rs Piowntan uskctl 
no tnur^f of liii typical knii^ht khan kfiat he slioujd defend the 
ChuT^hi httnk die \nnhw and l>eau*>ts thut damage |>Qor men's 
empSp and refrain frum oppri^Liig Lis t mail Is. livnn k hb 
a higJirr standard than tn&st attiiified ; they knrglits who 
slew'flioinaiBeekeL ArchhisLup af CaIIlerLul^^ befurt the altar; 
kin^htSp like Sir Jofiii de Warenne, forbade their letiants lo dris'c 
the deer and othi-r gHxnc cut of ifidr cornfields r and few knights 
showed much ooiisidcmtion for ilu- jicwr. Chivaliyp indeed 1 was 
a cbi^ concept ion, an daborate and ornate code of court i^sy 
luw'ords equoLv and superiorsp which concenued zk^irlt littk wit It 
I fit Cnvistence of inferiors. 

War k at bc^l a brutal I>u.^nes 9 p bringing out the w'crsl s^ido of 
hurt]an nature. 11 calls fur courage and rnchiranc*; and fends 
ilsrlt to tdctur£^«o aet5 oi valnor^ which ^land out aU the 
brighter against the black backgmunrL so that art apt to 
cft'erlocdc the beastliness in adtniTation of the heroic. This is 
pciTticidorly the case with medieval vrarfare ; there is a glamour 
about swords and spears and arrows and gliitcTing armour, wtiir'h 
is absenl from rifles, trench morrars and bombs; writers hav^ 
naiumily pirferrcd to dwdf upon the mone ncimantic incidents 
of fiattleSp and tliere is -i general impression that war m the 
Middle Ages was^ in coinparLs^m with rriiK.ieni wur, gentle -md 
huirtfioe. It was nuL h is true tliuL fur a great iniui^ whus^ 
Cosily ariDUiir would make him almost in’i'iilnerahle^ w hile llis 
wtaJlJi would ensure his good trealnient if captured, war had 
ieiTDTs in early tunes klian in these days of undiscriminating 
bulletSp but far the oriliiiary person war has alw'nys been murh 
the same. The idea that ^ frightfuliU^ '—the policy of inJBict jiig 
savpgu punishments for slight oticnces in order to slrikc lorrer 
into the heims nf possible cnemies—witg a new invcniion of ibe 
late European Wnr is still farther from the truth. Cruelty, 
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anij Always lias bi^Erii iiisepaT^btc fnnu 

The wonit Crimea camiiiitteci ip Rjmdm during the nrCetit %var 
wer® almost ipsignUicant aunpaned with the enjcities of ihc 
Spaxiiajibi in the same district in ihe sixteen!h century. In 141B 
a chmnider records that the EngUsIi troops took Poiitoisc vriih- 
out my resistance, ' where, according to the usual custom In 
conquered towns, they committed tnnumumble irijuties ‘; some 
(firty years earliui, when Rhtiins refused to send supplies to the 
English army^ the itoops burpl s^xty villages in the tidghbquf- 
hood and tuformed the townsmen that they ti^nidd bum M the 
si an cling com ii itlvcy did not eend br^d und wine at Guce, 
About the fiame inpe iJie Black PrliJC^p justly renowned for his 
cliiviilry, suppressed a Ti^beUion in Limoges, where, in the words 
ol a cotitemprrrarj': 

' Tt was greet pity to see tlie mns, wamen. and dlQdren, that 
knmivtt down on their knees before the Prince for mcrey : but 
he was «j iniUmcil witli ire rhat he took no heed to ihefn, &a 
ihut noDii was iitvini, but aJJ put la death as they were met witbp 
and such us were nothing culpable. There no pity taken of 
the pCfor peuph who wrought never im tnuniier of trea$oii, yet 
they bought it ilcattr (ban the great. There was not so bard 
a heart witliin the city of Limeges, if he Jiad any rcjpembraace 
of {jod, but w^ept piteously for riiL- great mischief that x]\cy saw 
before riieir tycs ; for mure tlLip three tliuusand niiin, wopum, 
and children were slain and beheaded that day. God ha^ie mercy 
on ttwir souls, for I trowe tht-y wen- martyrs.'' 

Slill earlier, Edwainl L a stetp but by no mtans sa%rage king, was 
50 angered by the insuJis of the men fd Berwick that he ordered 
the tna^sacie of the entim populatiDn c»f thrs town and was with 
difhcuhy lumed from hb pur}iow by ihc prayers of the dcirgy 

dliam the CoEiqur;rt>T so ravaged the rcbeliioiis province uf 
Vork^lnre that the inhabitants were rcdiiced to stamalion, evun 
to carLoibab^in, ind IratU o( country wcine $tiU desolate twenty 
yejiTa later, ^VTicn such things wtftc done by discipilined armies 
under leodL^rs of more than aventge humanity^ it may wetl be 
believed that lire deeds of the savage Scots and Irish and of the? 
tatvless barons of Stcplico's feeble reign will not bear de^eriptlon^ 
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iivrn U'hcn sudi was not part of the j:50Hcy of tlic 

it xiiust tuivc been vtry dMEeull tn maiDtoln disciplint! 
in a mrdk^^'al army, Tlie rci^ulations lor Uic amiy of Hcnry^ V — 
11 Lit anny whcw coiidhct in the ndgbbourhood of Rtipuns ^ve 
Jeuvc jujt ftoticcil—excel [eat, pfotablLtng the robbery of 
churdLLS, violence to'^ards nomen, the capture of rfiililrcn, Ujc 
plufiderine ol peasants, or tlie tiestnicUoa al crops imd ftuil 
and offences, and Henry made some attempt to 

^■nhuce tlirm bol, Jl uijutd urism, with Ultlc success. In earlier 
iimes it must ljat*v been Alill mora diiTictUl owing to the way in 
whiiij mctdcvid wen: 

'Itie Saxons fought alwaj'^ on fciot, tbougft they freiiiueiitly 
rofk io thi; htrld of hat tic : Utcir weajfnas the sworil, 
and sjjiar: *A defynsive urmsiur few except the thanoff—who fiad 
iieltn and tianbrTk, or coat of mail—htid mure tliaa a kathyrn 
i-ap Olid a filti^-ld, which \v^s round in early times but was kite- 
limped in tbn eleventh cenlnry. The thanks proVably harl to 
attend the king in tim? of war as hu Ixidyguard and as of&crr^ 
€}\itT the otlier trooj^. 1!n™ was an arrungmurnt by w^bicil 
every hve biilt^ of Innd bml to provide fnby omied Siotdier, 
and m addition every able'bodied man w.islialile to in the 

/yid or inddb- tn actual practice the/vrif vvaa orsly coll^l np 
fifim iln? dbtrict threatened by the tMiemy. Tti%^ men w« rc 
armed w-ish whale vvr W'capou> th'-y eouJd get; ^^jicars, ihiils^ 
cfulrai, sJings, and a ™al] of bow, and ^Tveil as ;v useful 
backtMg to thi- better armed but had probably litlle idea 

of tLijci]ilinc. Brave- eninigh in batik, tiuy were not easy ici ki?cp 
logellier for pnilongeil ufirrntifutfi; Himlirs stnithem/-i-o/, oiler 
Alt big iimie lime for \Viinani's cX|iei;itHl cxpfxlilion from 
NoTiTuindj\ hod 10 he iiltowvd to gn huine to tn thu |uirvcsi+ 
ihrit 111? landing at l^eveti&ey w;ts tinoji|iOftci:h 
AlthiJUgJi tlic/iri w as called irtit by WiMiaiii Kufiis and at ihc 
Iwrjjinnine <i( Ho.* reign of Henry I, ibd Ni^rman Conquest brought 
a cfiTnideit duingt bi inihiary niLiiif-rs. The Normans iUt|w^ntlin,l 
almost mineJy upiiti tJjirir cav'aliy, iuel? infantjy‘ as tiny had 
being mainly apdicrs— sdjj armed with the amaU bowv which was 
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ilniwzi only rlw! Tlie K*DntLdii knij^ht inoft a wnicgj 

ca[i ttrcni;!Lt?ned willi uf iriin, a lon^ ctra* of mail— 

Inrmt'ii by ^.wing nog? or ^imiXI plil« of mclai ots lo the Icatlirr 
of \hf} coal—and cnTi«jd a kitt^apdfi shield, a fictinoncd 
ladct? imd a liravj’ siwonl* s<™cliinf^ a mace, or imn cloh. We 
[javfc sdready 5ttn henv, by ihc filslrihiitinn of knight'^ 
a supply qJ knights was &ccurr4ri ; snrh kriif;ht$ wiite bomui to 
'-rvYc at tlictr ow‘n r^petiiw for days, at the end fpf which 
periofh if they tontinued rn the atmy^ they were entitled to 
wages, Ati army 5Q raised Wniild obvionsly consist of -j. largo 
nnmlirr ai dissimilar dniachmints, one baron bringing p4!rhapis 
a hundred knights^ another only two or ilirw \ the difficulty 

brigading sneh TOiy^ng dctaciiuients and persuadiiig them tg 
act logeihiir nrnst havti^ been grrait. Mqreoverj if operations 
Lasted beyond tlic forty ilsxyst a certaiji number oi the knights 
would probably insist upon retunung home. 2?o, early in the 
twelfth cciniiry, was uiTrodiiced die system of " scniapc ' (LaTtn 
stfiibfiFi=>a shiiJd-an armed manl by which a baron might pay 
a fixed sum (usually 40s.. the equivuipni of forty days' wages| 
instead of bringing a kniglii,and might robe that sum from ihe 
knight who would othetwbe have hod to siirve in person ; with 
the money so olitained tlie king cpuid biro knighiis. or men-at- 
arnisi, wdio l>eiri[? rnffcenarie^?* prolc^ional suldicrs, would ba 
more undi^r conttoh 

I'or the reorgaiiis^ation of the mtlonRj furct^ an ^ Asaif.e of 
Arms ' was issued nt USr. by which every liylJer of a kntgliL'^ 
fen or of property wqrih (10 w as to kesrp a coat of maiL a hetniet* 
a shield, and u lance; tltc owner of pfO|jerty worth /ft should 
hiivc a ■ hauberk ' fu iiglit coal of tmiilh an iron headpiece, and 
a lancc^ and all free men sliould Itavo a ^ wambais ^ (n quillet] 
jacket* stnfled with w'ool and more or less sword-prcwif f, iron 
lic:«tpiece and lance.. By a ros'ision of ihc Asss^e thirty years 
later the owner of property w^oiiili twenty shillings l^ad to keep 
a bow and arrows. Thtso arms were never io be parted with, but 
handed dowTi from father to son. The Aistze was rcpi^atCHiJ, witli 
slight aUvratioTbS^ in the Statute of ^Vincheattr in 12-35* sbo^ving 

N 2 




196 


IVarf^rt 


that the obligation of aU mm to smrc if called upaa still 
recognized; but in practice no such nmversal hvy vras enrr 
mack at that pciiorl. 

The great period oF army reform the reign of EdmTd L 
That king ’ivas the greatest soldier of his day^ and it was largely 
owing to the changes made by him that the English army became 
the formidable force which it proved to be during the Hundred 
Years' War. The h^yy cavalry—who were armed from head to 
foot in diain-mad (mail in wliich the rings, instead of being sc^vn 
separately on to the leather coat, were interlaced) with weighty 
poi-hdmB, small shields arsd heavy lances and swords, and rode 
powerful chargers protected with armoiif-H:oiitijiucd to bo the 
picked irtKips; hui Edward's experifioce in Palitstmo and WaJos 
lod him to introdnofi light cavalry^ loss heavily armed and 
mounTed on swifter, unprotected, horsos. Much niore important 
ilian ihb was lus Introduction of the long-bow^ At the beguming 
of his reign the archers were almo^it entirely cross-bowmen and 
rooslly foreign mercenaries. The cross-bow, shooting a hctivy 
bolt, was :i powerful instrument in the bands of trxpt-rti^: it 
indited, so deadly lhat when hrsl imiodLicod in the tw^^Uth century 
it was denounced by the Cliureb as an nnehrisUan and in human 
weapon. As, however* war is not often fincccssfully cofiducted 
on CiurLstian and liuiuane lines, these denunciations were no more 
effective than tbo oulcn^ against submarinca and puison-gaS in 
recent times. Tlie chief draw buck to the cross-bow w:as that it 
could not be loaded rapidly; the ordinary' bow, on the oijitrr 
liand^ could be fired vrilh fr^oat rapidity, and it had by Ibis time 
devduped—not yet into the $L\duoi bow of Robin flood, but 
into a real long-bow, drawn tu the: tax arid not unly La tiic breast, 
which gave it Jar greater force and aecarocv. In Jus WeUh 
campaigns Edward introduci:!! ihc pmetko of brigadiiig arcbere 
with bis cavalry, placing llicra on the fianks and between the 
squadrons. ThLj manoeuvre, combiiied with tlir skill attainccl 
by the English bownipui, who could shoot with accuracy to a 
range of over 200 yards, was miiiuly responsible for the brill Lint 
victories D^ the Hundred Years' War. such as Ct^cy, Not only 




{Varjurt 197 


was tlic artD^w a deadly weapon, piercing ebam-maU^ bul thfi 
i‘fJrcl ot a hail ol arrows Is said by ihn^ who have experkneed 
ii 10 be far more confusing ihim iliat of a hail of bullets, Tlie 
1-iii^iuy‘s cavalr>\ trying to avoid the stotm of arrows, tended to 
huddle together and ehurgc IsliiuUy on to itic Englisb lance^i, 
tx~posiug their fcmks to tbo archers us they did so. 

The great feature in the tidies of the nativa Englisli army 
bad brai Uit shield-wall; the eatij>? force was drawn up in amass. 
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tin: front line being octriipiwi by ihn fully armed troops wnlli thfrir 
slilelds tounhing and forming a wall of diTenre for the archers, 
sliiigcr^, and Jigiit-ariued njen, Wluw the fLtnks were jirptected 
by natural fmturv* such a forniaLkn Jiad Kteat p>wtr of resistance, 
as w.as show'll at ilie battles of Slumlord Biidg;e and Hastings 
in and at the Battle of Uic Standnri in 113S, ivtddi ivas 
[irtjbably the iintwriant Instance of it$ empk>aneiit_ Them, 
as we liave ju3t sctinH came the periled of ai\'alry fighting, followed 
by combined casual md archers. Hie n^xt step w^as a reium 
to the lingihih custom id fighting on foot. Hie value of dis- 
mouiucd cav*dry was shown m 134a at Buroughbridge and again 
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Ik few years later hi Scoiland at Puplin Moor, and wa3 repeatcdlv 
dciiionsirated in the ware with lYiutce. TIte Frcnoti coQtiniti>d 
to dfrspL&e I heir infantry and reJy upfsn lljeir kjiij^hUy cavalry, 
for vrhiuh they paid a heavy penaUv at Aeiiicourt. Hn^land 
relied more and mure UfKin her archers and pikenicn, until, m 
Ihe middle of ihe flftor^ntU century a London dirontcler could 
recoTiJ sarcastically l ' as fnr spearmen, they be to ride 

before the fof^lmeiianc] eat and iirink up llicir virtual^ and many 
more such pretty tliJjtg& Qicy do, . . . for in ibt footmen is all 
tlK trust/ 

The iiifdJjLT>^ were raijsed. after the twiiftli eeiutiry, by a 
modificalioti ol lha fyrJ system. In LLmc of wnt orders- were sent 
iij the sJierths o! counties neiir the part of Knf^fatid coiiccmcd. to 
provide a detinite numbm: of men. For a, Scottldi cxpL-ditioji 
the men drawn Irgni ihv nortlterq coimtu'^, fyr war wUU 

Fnince from the sontherrip agun^t Wales frotsi tlic- w^zstem. 
The full number demanded was mrdy, II ever, readied, and the 
quality of the troops kit much lo be desired, a* the recmitiitg 
ohkers ofteu took bribes to oxcuso suitahie men and aCdCpl^d 
unfit and worthless siilistltiller, Sluikcs|vare’s iniiiiUablL* 
rkscriptioir of rdstafl riihtng hh trggp ol ^carccrow^, and 
incident ally ludny his puree At the same Itnie, thoui>h dniivn 
Iruin Ills hJixibcihnti contemporarbs scouts to luve been true 
for tailicr times as wcJh Of those raked In, ntany d^trrtiMl btd^^Tie 
they reacht'i hvaii-^uatlcrs, and there was a coittiniud 
during tlie war. epecinlly whs‘n, sw w'a^i usually the case, their 
pay was in an^ars. 'Jq swell their nuiiilHTS tramps ami sturdy 
beggars woTO prr^d into I ho ia^rvtce* and thu jirismo wero 
empued Inlo lh<? atiny—Edwanl I Jii tnie shigle year pardniung 
450 muiderure besjdi-a Jc$$tT uflendi.'Ta. It U nut ullogirthLr 
surpming tliut anuk-^ so neemited should h.ive committed 
aliOciUtfi, and that ihr ilkbandvd lrm»Kifi altera can$paign vi’wn 
a nuisance and a danger to their fdlow^onntrymeJi* But they 
fought tdl riylit, 

TJiese kvks wete airawg^'il in gnni|i± ol twenty men tvhti 
a ^ vintenAr ^ at their hcail, and were further grouped in hundiod^ 
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tLow^aqds iindi:r moimted ofSccrrt, A mndm'^al mny 
orely EO,iK«jnu-K,lllept<Jpijribii itfmvjilrj^and infinity 

VATjnng, T1 litre Vkii^ no icgitbr iinyoriri^ thougit iCM;ciia[c»EiaJly 
A town nr coynt 3 * wcnild ei.|uip its dt^tachm^-ot in panktiiar 
cdloiiT—for instance, 
the ' Bla.nnchccntes' 

(wliitc coats) raked in 
Norfolk iot one of the 
campaigns of EdwTird i 
—and in the fifteenth 
century all the Englkh 
Inhiiitry in Eniiico won> 
white axmlcts with the 
rrd cro?»5 of St. George, 

The retainers of the great 
fords also would wear 
a liverj' (rtcndi 
nppiire] ptasfitte^ to the 
wearer) of their lord's 
cotoura and marked with 
his badge. TTie k^rdsantl 
knights themseK'^ wen: 
cli-stingtiishcd by ihcur 
amiojii:k] bearingsk 
ITcruIdjyv the science 
of armorial bearings^ 
enmo into prominenErc 
witli the: nppearanco of 
a t^^ie of iKtm which con- 
ccEilcd much of Lhc face, in the twrlfth ccntiny^ It was inipo^ii^ililo 
in tiif! confusioti of a battje to IdJ whcHicr a knight was your 
friend, Sir l^ph Homaitl, or yotir enemy. Sir Bid-trani Pouki; the 
only course w-as lo hihcl tha knight. The brond, ^octh ^itrface 
of die shield was the obvious pbee iur a lubd ^ a n a m e wotiiil 
not be easily dlstUignishcil, especially by persuns w\\o could not 
rtiij, so, juit as shops and inns w^ere marked by painted signs, it 
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Ixtumc Uit custi^m to ducorate tlie shields mtii £^p1e devices 
ill bright culour^, Th^ie devices were oofiibiiiiiiiDr:!!!: Of brand 
bniidii of coloiif or convi?ntiort.i!f rcpit^nt^tjoiis oI beasts and 
birds—and ^.■ngles being naluinlly fa^Tiiiritc —or 

of utSirr obj^jcls- Vvty ofltin tin.* objects hail some inuiciing 
fiilKLiMirjri U* the brajrir'ft naxne : tliiia Tntntpingtoti bore tu o 
trauju-ts, Pk'ot tli/cv pick^ Akock cof.fcs" heads, Ejricky * ernes * 
(an old word ft-r I-Hcy ' luces ' (tfie fuib now called pikeh 

iJartcJi hanmiers (t-rencli iHirr/W), Marbysse hinds^ heads (French 
bichi) ^ Butler cuiH, and on. Ijidivkltaiils, no doubly painteil 
devices on their i!.]iield^ as early as the Contpie^i, hut it w^as; only 
In the lalEer part of the twelfjh irentqry that the pmetfee l>ecatiic 
ccirniiion And that the dovieos beciime recog os the marks 
of particular fainiliijs and were handled on froni fating to son. 
Any ni:oi of respect able ^lositiuu might as$mne such arms as he 
cfios^r, provided that lutd not already been assumed by 
any one ebAtj^ anti they w-riuhi then luicorne the i-ropeny of his 
ilvscend.mts. Tlie Cnisades» hringing together so many knights 
wh<i were unknown to each Dlher» gave an irnpetus to the pmetite 
of wearing anus, and tJie intT'Oduetjon of the siuxoLkt-—or linen 
garthent wern over the armour^ partly^ to lesson tlie vii>Iqnce of 
tli*j sun—Ir'tl lo the films Ixring embroidered upon it 

oiir csiTcssion ' a coat of arri'i^sThey were also 
embriiEdctL-^l ujKiu thy tiiippin^ of the liurses and on ilie flags 
of the knigfiis Every knight had the right to use a pennon or 
sin .ill iUg vk'Lili a Tarktiii tail; ii he distingiiishcd fdmself in 
battle he WiM. raised to the rank of n knight bannei^t. and tus 
W'as ronvefied into a square banner by ciutlng off the luit. 
t\iK amts thus dlipluycd, ii device was of Km worn on 
the hvlimd, paTtieidarly at toumamtiils and in processions; this 
was the ' ctotI t was often of ffreai siste, hut did not jidd much 
to the weight ol the htilin, as it hollmv and consintcted of lii^ht 
tnaterials. At the point W’here the crest joined the hqliTi the latter 
was encirded by twtsted scarf of two colnurs, forming the 
' virrath ' (rufrrcseiited in mcidem heraJdiy' by the thing like 
a bit of barley sugar undert.ealh a crest ) a^d hnnging down to 
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form ttic " ni^tlmg \ FitiiiUy thiere wa* the ^ baclgn \ a devko 
which was noE usiialJy hcreiiit;uy, but MonjjciJ tc* a 
per^in -uid was iis^ by hk UousehdcL Familiar badges arc It] ^ 
ostrich (eatiio-s at the Priiice of Wales, iht R‘d anil whiti^ roses 
of Lancaster antj Vork, ami tlie combined lose of ^he Tuiltjn, 
the white hart of Richard TI. the swan of Henry IV* the boar of 
Richard 111, the portcullis cf Hetiiy Vil* which appears so 
frequently on his chapel 
at Westminster Abbey 
hferaidry added much 
to the splendotir and 
pictoresqiteness of uto^ 
dieval life. The stroTig 
contmstiag colours and 
bold designs possessed 
a decoratwes'alue wliidi 
ap|H:aJcd to a race who 
had an appreciation of 
cotonr and line which 
has been lost in mcmknt 
times. Armorial bear¬ 
ings soon passed tKiyoutl 
their Original Liinits of 
dags and armour t they 
fi^urirtl rm the st'als for which I he UngUsh tifjenivers were so jiislly 
f;rinnii6. : t buy lJU 7 J^d in t})estained glass ol cbiirdiL-s and palacesi 
lliny were carved anti painted on tomhi: lords and ladies wnne 
Sp] wijjd betaldic rolK» and raaniies. hong (heir Itjdls with heraldic 
Uf)cstTiea and slept in litds that were gorgeous with heraldic 
ctnhcDide; jcs. Morvoveft the hUtorj' ot the Middle Ages is wiii Utn 
in herablrj-. The addition uf the llcurs-do-lys oI Trance to the 
leopards Knglaml in the royal arms marks tha claim oi lid- 
ward III to thecrovmof France, wliich formed the pnncsi for the 
Hundred Yeats’ War. as, at a later date, the addition of the arms 
of Scoiknd marks Uie access tun of the Stuart line. The wounded 
Scottish lion on (he shield of the X^ukes of Norfolk tells of tlic 
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fatal Ileld of Flotitlen, whcte ihe En^lidi undi^r m D^c at Korralk 
Cm^lu-d tht army of ScoditJaa; aiiLl ihi; |;roup ol amis mi tiic 
shiuld of kicliard. Eori of \\ an\'kk, it]h Low tht tilk-Sp, lands 
EUici wealth of NovUl, BeaucLainji, Moiita^nje, Month mi imr, oinl 
T.PtspciiAEir 1 1 ad coini!, by marriage and to luro and help 

lu explain bi.iw Le- ciuitc to tn; ' jhi? ’ and foremo^ft 

figuri: of liiii flay. 

Aii tbc posiaession of a <oat uf antis tva& the mark rif a gentle- 
iiLui, to skill in war and the iiHts of w€ap>Ti$ wa^ tlic great object 
oF hi& tNitication. John flardyTig, who ^vos hitn!$cJf a boy tn 
Lbc tioieailiold of tlji! Umiiiii Sir Htory iVrtiy (IlotiipiiTk tells 
ii?i that lords^ suii5^^%irc set at four yeaiiolil to Itatn their letters, 
si tbc to kani gTamnior and lahtt manners and cmirtesy ; at 
fourlteji they were taken liiiiiiingk to giVifi thomi I'OurLige and 
self : and al iixici n thty witto ready to take the fidd 

ui toommuenis or v\ar* pmclLsm^ ilndy deeds ol arms^ To |!ive 
yotnip kiilghm practice and tJteir iiLlory excitement tonrnamcfiT 5 
or joLnifts Were hidd. Thrswi Mem to have sprung up in Trance in 
tile Lwdftlj renlniy^ and weft p^:^|nlIn^ wiifi the AnfiloXnrotan 
knigliis; tlic sons of Henry H of ecu attentled them, and William 
Llie MLUishiit, aftcrwoiTb Eari of Pembiokr and rogont o( England 
during the iiiinunty of Htnry was the most briUianr pyijster 
of lus day* Ihesi? early toumotnents were very rough anairs^ 
in cwciy^ sense, ignite nidike the chivaltims contcfsts of later davs ^ 
the rival parties fought in grotipsH :uid lE was considered not only 
fair but eonimi'iidablc to hold ofT nr]til yon soenc of your 
advmaries getting und and then to join the attack trn them ; 
tlir fibjeet WMii not to hreak a knee in ilie approved style^ 
but frankly to disable runny opjKjn tints as pt^ibk fur the sakc^ 
of obtaining their ajnrti$, and ransoms. Tlie Marshal, who 

^aned life as a penniless ynunger son, maiiea very fjood inconie 
nut of his tonmamefits. !*opes and popular pniacLers voiiily 
dnnuuiii'vd the pnuitice' IruTruamenU roriiiimed to be held, ajid 
li-ilw^rd i in porticiiliir w^ts their great patron. As time wiait 
ijCf* hfiwcvrr, thsy became mgro orderly and dif%\di>pctl into tlte 
cLivairuus ciicounters dear to writers of romancca. In the ^ jousk 
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of of the ceotury ibure Wiis mticli pictur<;s<jiu; 

ceremony and a gteat display of splendour; tlie tilting ground 
was crowded with onlookers, and tbt: grand stand was full of 
lords and ladies m their most niagnifjcent costitmcB ; the com- 
batanis were gorgeously or fantastically arreyed; they used 
lances with blunt points and charged down opposite sides of 
a barrier, wblcli proven led iheir horses colliding ; the object of 
each teas to unhorse or tmlielm bis opponent or to break his own 
spear by a fair and square blow on the other's shield or lielm ; 
six or etgfit courses wuuid be run by" each pair of knights, and 
nmpirw kept the score on a regular system of points' and di$- 
quallrled any compel!tor wlio struck his oj^Kinent's (lorse or 
mHictcd any other fold blow; at the end of the day the winner 
was piesentcd with a iwize by tint queen of the tiiumey. 

Armour hud changed greatly between the lime of the N^srman 
Conquest and tbr ijiiys of lliei* toiintiiniLUts. TTio coat of Tunii 
had given way to the complete suit of closely fitting mail, nuwle 
of inlenvoveii rings. Next, b the tliinccnth century, «tra 
protection was given to tlic kntie'Caps and cllxiU'S by plates of 
metal and to Lite neck by pbtw ailkHes’j standing up from 
the shouldcrsi U> break a iwixping sword stmke. Alwil the same 
time came in the pui'lielmi not unlike a handlelcK, saucepan^ 
which canit down on to the shoitldeis, haviiqt slits in front for 
the WL^tirr to Sec and breathe through. Aiioihcf fonn of bead- 
piece in uso, with slight wirialions, ihmug]) most part of the 
Middle .'Nges, was the * Lasnot \ a conical steel csip W'ith a ’ gorget ' 
or neck-piece t-ilher of imdl nr of plate, and a ttimahle ' visor 
picrceil with holes, which could be ptilJed iluwn to cover the face, 
Addilinnal protection was gradually afierded to vulnerable ixuts 
by pLitcs cf metal, until by the middle of the fifteenth century 
the knigUl was cIjuI completely in plate mmnur. the iTiaJl sur- 
VIV1115 only as a protection to the joints ol tile plates. A knight 
arming lor a toumameiit would first put on a padded doublet of 
cloth, lined with satin, a pair of tnnik-hosc of stout cloth and 
a pair of stout sliots. On the doublet would be s*:wn diamond- 
shaped gussets of mail over lluf nmipits and el bow-joints, and on 
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Ific bosc sinular gus&rls under the kiiwra jJid ov^f the 
The llrst ph!«c of armuur put ou would be (i) the ' Siibatyncii' or 
ovttr'!i}ie>es of pljiic ; then (2) the ' Gfeavts' wotiUl l>c biicUett 
OQ 10 the le^3. followed by fj) the ' Guhaes ’ or tliii^Jt'jiiet&s, 
with knve-pl:ite.i attached. Xext [4) the ' Brecdi' or petticoat 
of mail wus tieil round the waiat, covering the tnp of the ciiisicrL, 
TIk’Ii the main piece of b<idy anuour (5), the Breost-platc, which 
indiuk'd the Back-pi ate, as the two were buckled together nud 
furtiied one whole, to which were Casteiied (6) the ’ Tuilettes ’— 
lit lie tiics* or ov< 7 lappmg p 1 at«$. After this came (7) the 
■ Vambrace' {French from w'rist to dhow, and (.S) the 

* Ticrebracc * or ' Brassun *, from dl>ow' to shoulder. The inside 
nl t he right arm was olten protected by a long plate (the ‘ Moton ‘| 
tt.reu'cti Oh to the breast-plate; llir left arm being covered bv 
tile shidd did wot rectiiire such extra pmtection. The hands were 
ritcosed in («)1 * GaundeCa *. On his head would be (if>l o ‘ Basnet 
fasleticd nn tu breast- and back-plates by Iwckles or staples ; in 
war the basttet would liar'll} a visor, bill for a roumaTincnt no 
visor W’oii!<l he worn, hut the basnet would be cos’cred by a great 
tilting-lirtm with crest and mantling. The knight would svear 
hib ftuixwd in its sheath on Ids left side and a dagger on his rtght, 
and liii; sliidd kinging by a strap round his neck on his left side, 
tjver his armour hr might wear a ' Jupon or sliort sureoat. of 
1 im‘n or silk embtriidcrcd with his arms. His spear and tilling 
helm would be earned, until the time come for him to use them, 
l»y an iittendant stpiiie or page. 

These orderly tournaments, in which serious injuries were 
itncotnmcin, were no doubt an iraprovemtiitt upon the earJirr 
rough-and'tumble contests, in which fatal accidents (tf tliey ciui 
be called acciclents) were ftctjuent, but they serve to empliasuc 
the point we have already made, that by the fifteenth ceutitry 
iheageoftheknightasthc grea I hghttng man was u ver. Knight s 
might cnnlimte to {Litter themselves that cavalry were the reully 
important part of the array, but shrewd busine^ men could see 
that ' in the footmen U all the mistAitd «no thing that was 
hastening the downfall of the knights was the growing use of 
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gunpoM’der, wLieli hcpinning to defensive annaiir 

timeless. Gunpowder had been intrtxiuced into Enghind early 
in the reign of Edward 111 , and there wtn^e a few cannon employetl 
at tbe battlf: of Cri^y, thougii they seem to have orcatexL more 
impre^^n by tbeir noise and iiovlIev than b>' any damagE that 
uTOtight. The mrly cannoti w^cre almost all hrccch-lsKiders, 
Consisting o( two parts—a barrel, strengthened by a iiunibrrr of 
iron ririgii^ and ^ ' chamber \ or short cylinder in whkii the 
rhtLTgo gunpowder 'Vas put and wlsich was thon fastened into 
the of ihc barrel- lliere wore also ' t>i>Ttihards \ or mortars— 
short, fat, miurlchiimding pkt:es—w^hlelt bred balls of as miich as 
fnirhe& dimnulor and 225 lb, weight- Thch: range wihs short 
and any accmacy of aim must have been practically hnpossiblt?, 
!is tile niuimting wai Vt-n^ miigh ; heavy siege-pieces wem often 
sintydy fastened on lo massive planks—in wiiicii case devatioit 
\ras obtained by driving wedge* tinder the fritnt of the plank, 
TIlc balls w‘cre at first made of stone, like ihfise tL<ed from Roman 
times down to the fiflc^nkli century in the gr^t catapults or 
* baii^tan \ but later ibcy wefo usually Of iron. There w^ire 
various ly|>ei oJ hund-guns in use dudng the later ^Middle Ages* 
mostly miiiiatufc cannons inuunted on Inog wiHMleii stocks whkrh 
were held iincitif tlic arm or against the ahaulder or, when carrh^l 
by horserdt-n, against the hrcdst-plate In bailies hatid- 

guiiS, agaicuvt wluvh arniLuir was useless* were mop? effective 
than ttic cannon^ but it was the immrniic 5U|i«rturity at cannon 
over any other form of siirgc artiUcry that made I he introilnctiun 
of giinpowficr so impcKrtant. Cattles lout much of llu-ir iziilitflry 
vaJuc-p and the fact that the Crow'n Imd a jrniEticid monoiHily 
of mobile aitthery wn&onc oi the rvasoris why the Tudur niunarchs 
w tie able to put down mhcliions sti siiccc»lully. 

Cattles had been btrodneed into rngland by the Normans. 
Tilt favourite type at the time of the Conr|itr.it was the motle* 
and-tmiby ; m this type the chief dcfetice was a tow^er erected 
on the top of an artihrial nuumd, or" mmte As it Is impc^^ihle 
to piiice a heavy wclgliV of on ^ch a. moimd until the 

earth has fiad s<3nic years lo settle down and become sohd* the 
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tovp'ers were oJwan Ijmbnr al firsi. but ivere usually replaced 
ifi CCLU^ ol time by a wall of stone ritnnbt" rotifid the lop of 
Uip luotlt" an^i known as a ' shulhkcep ", Tile baijo>', or comrt, 
attoclied to the mutte was surroundecl by a bunk and outer 
ditcji, the bank bring strengthened! with a stockade; the gate-i- 
house Was inahably in tnariy cases built of stone. In some 
casiles, as. (or ittstatice, the Tower of London, instead of a motte 
a great Kiimre tower was built on the solid ground, Asa rule, 
tti ijj.ese towers or ' keeps * the entrance was on the first door at 
a ctmsideralule height frotii the ground by nitaBSof a drawbridge, 
Duritifi the twelfth centuty' many stone cast Ira were built, 
Henry It sficnding gteai sums on such fortresses as Dover! 
Oxford, Xon ingltam, and Scarljornugh, but I he great period of 
miJiiiiry arch]lecture was tlis reign of Edward I, by whom were 
built the mugniliccnt Welsh castles—such ja Conwray, Comorvott, 
and Harlech—in wJiicb military strength is combiaeid with 
beauty of d«igt>. I n castles of this penud t tie ma in fea i tirra may 
Iw gh-en brielly as, a broad ditch or moat, usually fnlt yf water, 
srmnmiiiog the whole site i a massive wail rising from fhe ditch 
and pierced with occasions^ slits lor archers to shoot through : 
towers at intpi-vals, especially at the angles of the walls, ptt>^ 
Jecting so that the garrison could shoot at any one at the fwt of 
the wall, A walk ran along the inner side of the top of the wall, 
f>ral«teil by a fiampet and battlements. ol which the open spaces 
were otiginiUiy often closed tilth shutlets of wilh sloping wootlcn 
screens, tinder which the archers could sluMt without exposing 
lhemse:vra; the towers bad conical roofs and itfietl curried 
picjecting wooden gallctics. The g.Ueboiise was apptcaclied by 
a drawbridge across the moat; wlnai this bridge was raised it 
not only prevented access but formed a piotoctive coverinB to 
the gate. The eat trance was closed by massive woodfn gates and 
by at least one iwrtciillis. a great Iramc vl bars ensssing at right 
angle. like a harrow, wliich ran in gmovra on either side of the 
entrance and could be raised by means of cotinteriioise weights 
like a sash window. Tlic parapet of the gatehouse was carried out 
on stoim brackets bclwetn which were spaces,' niacliicolations', 












O 


i?#i a " c. 14O0 

A m Mnd CdHmn wrt (n ocriDn 


















2 lO 


IVdr^urf 


through Mirhlch stcmesp boiling water, bteming pitchy md other 
unpleasant substances touM be dropped an enemies trying to 
break down the gates. Against the inner side of the walls 
would be the guardrogrrns, soldiers^ quarterSp 3tonilsou$ea» stableSp 
and so forth ; in the great court woald be the hall and chapel 
and other buildings^ and at one point would be the teep or strong¬ 
hold of the castle^ which could be defended even if the rest o^ the 
place were capturetL Such a btulding might w^ell wtlhstand the 
armies of a kingdom before the coming of gunpowder* but beaT-y 
artillery soon made the medieval castio a trap for its garrison 
rather than a defence, and the military aLrchitects of the sixteenth 
cculur^' bad to cope w'ith the problem of defence ugabist cannon 
by the less picturesque but more cRectiv-e device of earthworks. 

To write of English warfare without mentioning the navy 
would be absurd, though not so absurd wiien dealing with the 
Middle Ages as it ivould be for any later perioib Hic 6rst peison 
to grasp the importance of sca-pow^cf for Britain may be said to 
have been the Belgian adventurer* CaraiL>diiSp who in A.p. aSj. 
being in command of the Roman fleet in the Channel, proclaim^ 
himself Emperor and succeeded in retaining the title until Jic 
was murdered eight ycar& later. Just six liundred later 
Alfred the Great bc^an the policy' of the big battleship by 
building a number of great vessels* Iwkc as large as those of the 
Danisli pirates; it is true that Lhcy proved unwieldy and not 
very ehectivci but Alfred deserves praise for s^ing that the place 
to meet a foreign cni^my was on the sea. and for buddmg some tiling 
in the nature of a national navy. Just about anotbef sbt himdmi 
years passed before a setions attempt was iigam made to fi^tintl 
a navy ; tlm time so successfully that it became and has remained 
the chief defence of England. During the period between the 
ridgns of iMfrod and Henry VH the nutiun pckssessed no regular 
force of hglitlng^shlp^ As mtrfi were called from the plough 
and the loom to fight in tlie/yrJ, so the ships of the fishermen 
and mcrcliants were fcrrmeil into deetJt And as there w^as a large 
body of mvtk who held by tniJiiairy tenure and fornifd the back¬ 
bone ol ibe early medieval anny. so there was a smalJ group of 
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seaports navaJj ser^'ice Co th& Croi^Tk and ftioned the 

backbone of the ciiriy navy^ ThU group wajs the Cinque Ports. 

The federatiou of the five Ports, or Cinque Ports as they aie 
usually calic<l+ already existed at the time of the Conquest and 
possibly owed its origin lo Ear! Godwin. Tire head of th* 
federation was HasiingSK the other ports being Dover, Sandwicli, 
Hythe, and Konmey, to which were added at an earty date the 
' andeut toims ' Of Rye 
and Winchelsea. The 
original bond of union 
betwMn these Sussex and 
Kentish ports seems to 
have been their enstorn of 
going in the autuino to 
fish for herrings off Ibc 
east coast near tbe tnouib 
of the River Yaxe, where 
the town of Yarmouth 
grew np as a result of this 
anmuii visit ot the ports* 
men. By the time of 
WillLkm the Conqiii!inr 
wc find that they wem 
l>oiind lo provide between 
them sixty ships lo serv^e 

(or hfeoen So vaJitabie weare their s-irvires considered tliat 

all the burgesses of tbe^ ports W'ere given the iiantfiirablc 
* barons and although tht title did not make them purrs of the 
reatiu, it did raise them above the nmk nl ordinary freemen; 
they also had therr own law^ourts and afases^d thdr own 
But the most rtmarkuble poiof of the honour in whldi they were 
held was their ^ jiriiiTl^es at court At a coraoatkm the king 
walked from the paLnoe ot VVe^tmlnslcr to tlie Abbey and heick 
lo WestmlnstcT Hall under a Cinopy^ which was supported by 
baions of ibe Cinque FoTts^ who afrerwuirds sat al tbe table ol 
lionour on the king’s right hand at the f:o]roiiatioTv banquet and 
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were to k«p the silver and &ilk t|f the canopy 

wJtich theji' liar] currU'd. ThrsC' pciviicges, it may be rcRiaTked, 
wi-re excrcinid down Itv ihe time of l^TOrgc TV, and should ths 
processlnn and banquet be nevived at any future coronation llift 
rrprHuuilativi^ of the Ciftqde Ports would have the iiticlctibtcd 
right to claim their ancient bonoiirs, aJthough, with the cxccptinn 
of Dover, profxibly none of the pints could produce any vessel 
Ttion: formidable thim a tishing-^uiiack. 

llie ship of Normal) times was built high at the bows and 
stem, and hud a centriLl ntiist with rme great square sail, ft u'ls 
steered by a gtiral oar f^uitcned on the Eight side—tfic starboard 
( - sterr-bnatrlh Such a ship w'aa converted into a mainjf-wnr 
by erecting wooden towers at each lyid—the forc-ca-Cili: and 
stem coidlc, and fasleiung a fighting-tup (in Its simplest lomi 
a large batteil on the top of the itiasri 'fhe avcriq^ crew of tlio 
slii|n collected for the Irish expedition u( 1171 was lwc|\-e hw-ti and 
a l-iiii the Cinque Port ships iiud to canj’ twenty-ono. 

The sailom wen: a hardy race, acctistomcJ to fighting amptig 
IhmnKlvw ami given to piracy—Cliaucer thougfii to wurM of 
bis shipmon for his ticatincnt of the crews of the ships lie rubbed, 
that ho wouM "send them htnne by waterin other words, 
throw them uvcrlward—mid were very indisciplimii, often leaving 
the heel withdut pcmiissioru Tholougett naval operations Were. 
iJicnefoR'. never mtctTipied; llrets wire got iogetb'ir cliiefly ii? 
transport troops and oceasionally to distd with an enemy’* 
sqnadrfrri that was fcmiwn to be In the ntiighbomhooJ or to mid 
a pEirticiiliir pis^t of i^oast. 

OtliLT niitiDn^ nstsd ‘ gfilEcyji „ propdlcd by for fighting, 
hut iht Kngli'ih dn noi Li> Jiiivc Eavotared Uils of vcvwl* 
i®TTn: were built by sJie thm Edw^tdA and by certiun 
towns ^ for coast dk^fciia*; ihe l.daoiir ol ntnving tlutic ga]lti\r5 was 
greutj and was often iJcrformiMil by tnmfEiiiJ.> and staves, and 
possibly tfiis form of ilavcty did not ap^iesti to (he Englisli spirits 
Out mL-n wrre skiJIal at himdllng thch bur on sii on 

lafid CHIT siiccC'Sits Mere title cliin'.Qy lo tlic fl.rcbcn5, for iij.^tAiict*i 
m the fiiiupus victory over the Ftcxidx at Skya in 154^. The 
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baitlfl of Sluys was followed in 1350 by the defeat of the Spamards 
off Wtnchdsea in a fight which so far resembled the defeat of the 
Annatia in that the Spanish ships towered over the tow-built 
English ; but, contrary to the tactics employed in the Elizabethaii 
viclQiy, the English on tliat occaston dcfibcratdy came to dose 
quarters, grappling their enemies and carrying tlicm by aheiT 
force of arms. 

By the end of the fourteenth century ships had much increased 
in sue and in scaworthincas; tlie rudder had replaced the steering- 
oai, and the bowsprit had been introduced, causing certaui 
changes in lire rigging. During the next century ships with two 
masts were built, and as ths Jiarbotas of ibe Cinque Piwta had 
silted up and become ton shallow for these largra-vessels, the Ports 
ceased to pky much pan in the forma lion of Secis. With tin* 
development of Spanish sea-power at the end of this century, 
Henry VII saw that if England was to hold her own she must 
have a regular navy and depend no loiter upon casual cohcclinni 
of armed merchant-ships. Uitiier him, therefore, great men-of-war 
were built and the foundations of our navy laid; and the peJiry 
that he began was carried on on a stni larger scale by Henry VITI 
and Elizafwtb, whose ships of English oafc, armed with guns of 
English iron, gave England that supremacy of the sea which die 
had first asserted in the reign of John and had daimi'd with more 
reason under Edward III, but bad temporarily lost under lua 
successors. 
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LAW AND ORDER 


Fstou time to tunc our newspapers publish abrnmg articles 
cMi * a wave of crmifi * of" the previJence of crimed ol violence 
which tlifry aithbute to the influence of other papem, cheap 
iiovds^ " the pictures ", the War^ sodahsnip the use of dnigs, or 
anything else that they dislike. The occurrence of two or three 
murders amotig a population of over forty millicius in the course 
of a month U sufBcufzit to cause such an outcry. If the conditioru 
tpf the Middle Ages W'ere reproduced for a week or two in modem 
times the newspapers would have reason for their alarm. Wien 
conaideruig the recruiting of the medieval anuy wc saw that in 
Itss thj[u) a year at the end of the thirteenth century Edward 1 
pardoned 430 tnurdems—at a tune when the population of the 
country was about five millions. Taking into con^demiion 
the number of murderers who were not pardoned—mduding 
the large percentage who liad avoided arrest—it is obvious that 
our ancestors held life cheap^ Nowadays^ also, the use of a knife 
in a quarrel is apt to be denounced as * un-English ' ^ no doubt 
it is, but it certainty was not in bygone times, w^hen every one 
tarried a shcaih-kuife (which he used for his meat) and drew it 
upon the slightest provocation. An It^ian who wrote ao account 
of England in 1496 said, * There is no country in the world where 
there are so many thieves and robbcfs as id England I insomuch 
that few venture to go alone in the country, excepting in the 
middle of the day, aud fewer stiU in the towns at night, and least 
of all in London.^ About the some time also Fortescue found 
cause for patiiotic boasting in the boldness of English crinunals : 

" It hath ben olltcn tymes sene m Eoglande that iij ot m\ 
theves for poverte have sett upon vj or vij tnwc (uen, and robbed 
them all. but it hath not ben sene in Fraunce that vj or vij 
have be hardy to robbe iij or uij trrwe men. \^Tiertore it is right 
selde that Frenchmen be banged lor lobbcrry, for they have no 
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to do so tomble an ncic, Ther be thcriorc more mtrn. 
hjuigcd in in * y if ns for lottbery ami mniHau^hter than 

^ handed in Fraunec for such maner ol <.Tirne in vij veres, Ther 
is no man liunged in ikottande in \ij yerc togctiicr /or rnbbtiry ; 
and j'et they bi? often t^itgos hangini fnr InFceny and std^Tige^of 
moods in the absence of the owmir tliemf. Btit thei hxirl» serve 
Uicng not to take a niany:^ guodf wiiile tie t» present and will 
defende it — which miner of lakvng? is Called rubber^'. But the 
Tf-nmiysh man is of another cornge. For if he b»; prior and 5ee 
unothor man havjmpt- ryclicsw, which may be tahen from hyni 
bj' myght, he will not spam to do so.' 

It was an age of violence, in which tlic great men stt a bad 
example to their infGfiDr&, heaving out of accuuat the aoarcfiy 
o| Stephen s reign, when evciy ttiun's band w*as against his 
mighbours, and the cis'iI war of \‘otk and Lancaster, when llte 
nobility w-ere diviikd into ri^'al camps, wo find constant feuds 
between neighbonrs. At the end of llje reign o( Henry 111 thi' 
Earl of Ssirrcy ravaged die hinds and .issaoltod the tcnntita of 
Sir Robert Aguilton : even under Edu’ard I tlie Earl? of Horefortl 
and Gloucester wien: praclivally at war wjth one aimther. for 
which tbiii stem king made LIimii ]iay dearly ; U Is, tUvrrfisn;. 
not sTirprisiiM; tbnt under his fecblr successor there wrre many 
cases of pnvatc wars in Loncnsliini und else,where. A C“ntiir%- 
later we may read in the P.ifitun Lctteis, which gii'e *ueh .1 vivid 
picture of Engl till life in the iiftwntb certtuty-, Imw Norfolk 
fapiircs WQitld arm their rcluiners and attack rardi gtlivr’s castjfrs. 
lA'cti the clta^ would serie n disputed cfitireh and hold it like 
a fortress against ihe attacks of tlieir rivabL At Oxford anil 
Cambridge ilm students of tins noith and south ivuidd fig til 
pitched fiat tics between tlictUScKiti, or unite to hglit the towns¬ 
men, Tliv representativrs ol the luw were dvliwl—hut not 
always, it must be admilU-d, wUh impunity. Tim siory of bow 
iluj u-ild yoiiits Priiico Hid fuflerwards' Henry V) insulted 
Chief Justice Gascoigne ujid was promptly committed to prUon 
by liijn ts wyll know'n, even if it i* noi trupfirsi Prince of 
^Vafes wa^i certainly banished from by his father, Edward 1. 
for insultiiig a judge, am] the sumn king mule Williani de Brucae 






Thr CoUf^ King'% in fh€ time of Henry Vi 

/ti ffi?nt */ tA* fiisticet tii ihr jrjd mih ^4fi> </ 

pfiTfkmrnty f#j:, iiiiil* ("Ar ifftfifrcnrt ^^T ^n'fljfninmi ^ 

On fljlirf floC# *yf ^rnd iilf tililrf lif* jMUML:^ /i^t lA^ pViUff.Uiwm liPV^ 

d^/rttCf, tn ftkttti zfkfr pfiumffi 4wn i^ir 
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do public penance iot similar conduct and imposed A great fine 
upon EarJ John do WartMUie, m-hose retainers'had mortally 
wounded Alan la Zouchc in VVestminster Hall during the hearing 
of a suit between him and the Earl Officials Jess directly under 
the kings protection than judges suEcred more froqucmly, and 
the unfortunate sherdf s officers and bailifls w^ho had to serve 
writs on hot-tempered gentiy must have become quite used to 
being assaulted and oompoUed to eat their own writs. 

Such being the lawless state of the country in the lliddle Ages, 
it IS worth considering bow the authorities attempted to prevent 
and punish dtsordor. One oi the most im]K}rtant fE;atutes in the 
administrurion of the law was llie idea of mutual responsibility. 
A man who had lands and properly which could be seized if he 
defied the law or fled from arrest had. in a sense, given hustages 
for his good behaviour; but tlm bulk of the peasantry, the 
viUcins, had only the use of Jaiuls which belonged to their lonLs. 
It was. therefore, neccssajy to find some other hold over them. 
Por those who iserc scn,*anls in the household ol a man of position 
it was simple to make their master responsible for their conduct. 
or at least for their arrest if guilty of any oRcnce. The rest were 
formed into groups which, as they nominaJly consisted of ten 
households, were called 'titbings' under a * lithiug-man * or 
I head-borough If any member of a tithing committed a crime 
It was the duty of the otlier members to anreal him and produce 
him in court when required ; if they failed to do so they were 
fined. Every' vUlein above the age of twelve, who was not a 
household servant, had to be enrolled in a tithing, kneeling and 
fiiA^earing upon thf? Gogpekp ai$ follow^ : 

-Hear thL^ Sir steward, that 1 will not he a thief nor the 
fellow of a thief, nor will f mneeaj a theft nor a thief but S* 
re veil it to tho^ to whom it shoujcl b* rd'ealetl * and I will 

of England, and more especially to 
my lord, and wiU be obt^iml to the ordem of his baiilfts/ ^ 


Then. Iiavmg kissed the book, he paid a penny and was bidden 
to be obedient to the head of bis tiilung. Special courts were 
licid twice a year to see that this mle was carried out 
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Such a court was called a * View oi Frank-piedge *" and was 
originally part of the duties of the Hundred Courts but tn course 
of time it oftcu became attached to the ^fanorial Court Leet. 
The View oI Frtmk-plcdge inquired inlo not orily the constitniion 
o( titbings bet also into crimes of violence (murder and blood¬ 
shed), suspicious characters (siicli as persons who were welt 
clothed but had no trade or other known source of income^ 
broaches of the regulations for baking and brewing, the use of 
weights and measures, excessive charged (' proBtecring 'p 


DtawiffX ■ Ttfflifew to £te(riit£ia«i c, 


as we shntild call it), and various oUeatea against the customs 
fd the manor. Most of the lesser ofTences the court could deaJ 
with, but the crimcis, as u rule, had to be *efit up to iLe assiies, 
or courts held by the king's justices, who travelled round the 
country hearing anch case^, 

A crime, or felony, was a serious offence for which the offender 
liable to forfeit hb kods and goods and to lew his hie or 
limb. At the head of all crunch was Treason. ' High Treason ' 
first the attempt to khl Qf dethrone the king r kier it was 
extended to emrer any plot ugainat ihc king^ even tf the plot 
was not carried out, and under Henry VIH it was even made lo 


^ A tithing wu mho c^ilW in Suran *: 

ibc Normuil tPOlt/flk tpluclU * lre4 ' lud tnuulAted it Into" 
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mc[uac tilt siting or speaking uf words wliich ipiplitd a wish 
fot the king's d^ath or dtposiciun. Tht pumshment for this 
crime was U? be driiwn, hanged, and qinirtererj : tlje i.Tiiiiiiial was 
hound hand and foot and drawn through the streets at a lioise's 
tail, nsuallji' on a hurdie so that he shnutd not die befoto reaching 
the scaffold ; he was then hanged until tiearlv ilead i his iiears 
was tliL-n ent out and bun]l,and hU body 'quarttm-dor cm up, 
the head being planed in some tXTnspicuatis place (the gate-house 
oJ limdon Bridge was usitiilty omatnented with traitors' heads), 
and in lh« cas& of nutorions iraitnts the other porriotis of the 
bodv weiB often sent to different towns to be exhibited as a 
Warning to others, I( the Traitor was ,t wurnan she vi*as burnt, 
W'itliout drawing or qturrterjng. 

I'clty Treasan ' was the tniitder of n master by Ids servant 
or of a htiiband hy liis wife ; the punisliinent was similar to lliat 
ior High Itea^n. with the omission of quartering, lilasphcmv, 
hmay. and witchcraft were, in a way, treason ogainsl God and 
were, thriffore, punislmblo with death, but they were ofTtmees 
50 tare in EngUnd before the hlttxntb ceniuiy tlwt the acLiud 
practice of the courts is nncerlaiu; wtth the growtii of the 
Lolturd hcf«y the continental custom of Imming hetetics wa.s 
dclihitvly established by taw in ill is country. 

Homicide (man’killiugj came cvemually to lie divided into 
minder and maoshtiighter ; murder being intentional triHitu* 
cilhar unptemediuied or delibcrati: ' q| malice afuretbought 
ami manslnughter beins ncddcntal, either culpabtc, by cirdess' 
ness or witfi intent to do bodily hamt but not to kill, or unavoid- 
able, by tht act but against The will of the killer, or justlTiaLk', in 
self-defence. Primitive law thought only of the result and not 
of Ihc ihlention, anrl in theory regarded ail killers alike, but htuj 
in fnactice to lessen or remit the ixiiiaity where Ihe act was 
obs-ioiisly unint^rntional ; but e ven tho niiui viiio killed anotlwr 
in self-defence had to obtain the king's pardon btiure he could 
go free. In Snxrui times all killing could be atoned for by i»ay* 
menl of a lint. This was, no doubt, due to the fact that atticng 
a iicoplc whoac main occupatum was hgbtlng Loiukide was 
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coniniunp and cxecutiDn of the ofiejiders wntild have 
the fighting streiigtli of tbf? tribe to a dangerous exieni. Ever>' 
man had Iiis dehnite value, bb wtr: that of the ordinary free man 
was 2005.^ thar of the thane t.aoos.p those of king's thanes, carts, 
and others of high rank proporiinnately higher; ihb the 
slayer musi pay lo his victim's tejations—if he dM not they were 
at liberty to carry on a blaoddeud against him and kill him. 
^[orcever, tlie slayer mii-st also pay a finu to the kint» for a niurder, 
but apparently not fur niamkughtcr. Under the Nonnatis 
murder w'as punMied with death, but if the viclim was a Norman 
the ivhofn coEUiiumityt the llnndrnd, had to pay a heas^' fine 
to the king * ami the dead man ^vas ajL<rumod to be Nonnaii 
uiilffss tilt; Huiirlred conhj pHrox^i; his ’ Englbbry'' to the satis- 
fad ion of tlsti coroner. Uie local reprisscntiitlve of iko Crown, 
wdiose chief duty w^as to bolii iruiut'stja on peticrtia found dead. 
Tlie principle of joint nspunsibUitv^ Cornea tn again in the rtda 
that such iuqursts should he made by the repfesentiitivE& of the 
four vLtb, or town&liip&f neariest to the pltico where llir Inniy was 
femnd. They liLid to r^jMrt ilir cou^ of deaUi and who^ tf any* 
iveru of having cau^ it. iiartirulariy whetlier ilie 

fi3l persun to hiul the h<idy was uiulpr snspicinn. It is raihcr 
amnshiy bii’md a jur>' reporting that a certain rtun'sfkalh w.ls dm* 
to his being stnirk by lightning Ami going on solemnly lo stab; 
that his w ife, whn liad found his liodVp U not suspected ut Imving 
done h I 

In lu.iiiy <d ' death by miiadviMitun;' llic actual cause 
vvas an Lxnim;i| <ir Sniitiirmito objeci—as* f<rr instance* when a child 
was pitsluNl iiu^i rhe by a pig^ or a titan ^iiinihlt .4 over 

a scythe atid nccaivcd a fatal wound. On tho C'onimeut jt was 
riiU unu!Siial to try the ofiending auiiEaal and senlencic it to death. 
Init ihis w\is iKit often dont in EisghititL StiU it was felt that 
a certain bltwid-gidUuios a! Inched to the of a deal In and 

it was. therefore, forfeital * dctidnnd * {^ in be given to GoJ) 
and its value hi^towed in chanty far the good of the scml of the 
di!<:eased ; when the <load man was (Hvif U10 deottanil w-as often 
given to his widow' or family. In fairu^s to the non-liuinan 
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agent it wbs only as r-tsponBible if there i^'as something 

cottesponding to an acl on iu part—thus, if a ctian was so drunk 
that he fell off a lutse that was standii^ still or out of a stationary 
boat hli death was on his own heart, but if horse or boat wen; 
moving they were held to have caused hU death and were 
dG<.>diind J therefore, if a man fell under a cart and was ktHcd, 
not only the cart hut also the horses that moved it would be 
forfeited'^biit whether the goods in the cart should sbam the 
Same fate was a i^u^tion for the lawyers to quarrel over* 

Besides murder the other felonies weri! arson, or houso-burnliig, 
burglary, or htmsfrbreaking, and larceny—the stealing of goo^ 
above the value of is. J-pr larceny the piuiishnicnt varied; 
llie thief caught in the act was almost always jmt lo death at 
UDCe. Other thieves might escape m Sajton days by paying two 
Of three times the value of the goods stolen ; under the Normans 
they would lose a foot or a hand, or both ; and from the lliirteemh 
century onward the penaity was death. 

Methods of trial were very diflerent in the Middle Ages from 
what We are accustomed to. One way in which an acctiscd person 
could dear himself was by ' purgation ’; for this be hail to 
produce in court a number of men of good standing^isc, twelve, 
or twenty-four, according to the seriousu^ of the aocurattoti— 
who would swear that they believed him Umocent. Tbia may 
be CaUed an appeal to the judgemcfit of men, but there was also 
an appeal to the judgement of Cod—the ordeal. Such ordeals 
are common among the Joss ctvilir.ecl races and may, lot instance, 
bn found m the ancient Hebrew laws of tJic Old TeslameBt. In 
tingland there were four main typrs of ordeak. those by hot iron, 
hot water, cold water, and by battle* In the ordeal by hot iron 
the accused had to carry for a dlfitonce of throe paces a piece of 
iron of one pound weight, which was heated in the fire while 
certain pmyers were recited ; bis haitii was then bound up and 
llirce days laier it was examined: U it was uziinjured he was 
hdd to bo innocent, but if it was scarred he was guilty and suffered 
the penally of his ofimee. The ordeal by hot water (not appa* 
tentiy much used) was similar, except that the accused had to pick 
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a stone out of ^ cauldroti of boiling AVHter, In tbe ordejil by v%'ater 
the accused was stripped of liia clothes^ bemud and cast into 
a poolj. over which a priest had recited a prayer that if he were 
innDcem: the water would recei\"e him* but if guUty it would 
reject him; if tie sank ho was dragged ashore and released^ but 
if he floated his guilt was consiiderEd proved. This pariicular 
form of ordeal survived as a test for witchcraft into the teven- 
teetiLh cent my and even^ imoGidallyp into the ninctcontiL There 
was another form^—the ' corsitacd practtcally never employed^ 



Ofdtai hy CemjW J ejro. 


in which the accused took u mouUiful ol blessed bread, which 
it was belle%"cd would choke him ii he were gmltVp The best 
known instance of thi^ 1$ the fankoiis story of how Earl Godwin* 
being accused of treason, c-yciahned, " If 1 ain guilty may tills 
morsel of bread be my last I ‘ and prnmpUy choked and died. 
The story suffers under the disadvanta^ of beiug untmc- 
These ordeals continued in use llU the re%n of John., but by 
the middle of itie twelfth century people were bcginni^ lo doubt 
whether the results were always in accordance w’lih juslioe. 
Henry II orderwl lliat a maij of notoriously bad chinucter should 
be banished even if he had passed the test of the ordoal, and when 
in xai5 the Pape forbade the use of diese ordeals be was promptly 









224- 


J^iTW and Order 


and tlmy diupp«arocl ftotti our courts of, law. One qI 
tlicir disadvaniagra Itad btT« that they wertr tjtte-siiJcd. the 
accosvr mnitin^ no risk : tin- trial hy battle was trte from this 
oh jcc t tun ami tout timed in liw for aiutiher cent uty. j n an apiwaJ 
of felony the apimUant, or acciiier. and the dciemlatit took the 
held liarp- Ite&dcii and bire-le^g^T weariitg di> arm our and ear h 
armed only wHtli a. stafl fiimiilied with on iron horn (Ukc a small 
pidj) and carrying a squart >hieltl. Uefore the fight each had 
to ftwrar that he hiul neither drunk nor concealed about his 
I^H£Ciou any cliami to deftat the ends gf justice. If the accused 
were victoriotii nr could defend himself until nightfatl he was 
acquitted and the appellant committed to prison, but il lie wine 
disabled or compel)^ to cty ' craven ' in token of defeat he w'as 
hangeil. Ordeal bj' batUo was also used in disputes about the 
t^tnivrship of land ; in such cases the aciua] parties to tlit suit 
did not light in their own person, but by thoir representatives, 
nr ' chaiuptnns Such champions were hound in theory to bo 
iht frectt^niints of the disputing partite, but in practice they ivcro 
usually hired tnen, profcssimtul champions, and verv well paid- 
For iuiitattce. in theltcan and Chapter of Southwell, hnving a 
luw--suit with Kalphde l-Tcchevilo over the advnw^ion of a church, 
which was to be settled by a duel, hired Roger dc Miauton, cham¬ 
pion. Jle was to JiaVC 40s. wlicn tile case cam e <ni and a retaining 
fee of ts. a duy until the date of tlie dud 1 on whicli day he was to 
Tflccivo /Up down 1 if he only struck ' the Icing's blow '—a single 
fumitil blow, enough tocarrj- out theordtir of the court ftr a duet, 
after which the case could be settled by agreement—he shtnild 
have no more, but if it came to a real fight he should have 
another ^tii. Other amounts. Lucludiitg the liiiti of a toaster, or 
trainer, brought Ins charges tip to the large sum oI /4S—4ity 
of modem money. Ordeal by battle gradually went out 
of use after llie imroductlun of tiie aiternativc of irial by jury 
in the reign of Htmry 11, but by an oveisiglit it was not Lfgnlly 
abolished in casts of fdony until i8ig. In which >-c3r on accused 
Iclon successfully insisted on his right to defend his case by hattk-. 

The jncdievaJ jury was v«y dillcrenl from Lbu modem. At 
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tlic pr^-firnt time a jury is a hi>dy uf men wh« lire expected to 
no |H;r^nal knowU-d^e uf ilit* case before ihem ; they lktc:!ii to 
the t!vidE:iice and ciosMXimhiAliciii of witnessei, tho speech 
of the opixisin^ coiinsiH and the sutniiuiig-iip of the judge, and 
tfieti give ihcir ^Trdjct, which niit-st be LmaniincrEis. In \hc Middle 
«\|;es tlte jnr}' dioscti because of tlirir ktiowieilgc uf the 

cas^ —though object inn might lie t^ihen ^0 any who were nolt*- 
riousiy thir friends nr <?nemis^ of cither partj^ — they fcpri^tUed 
public npinion ; when n party to a bw-&uii upjKaled to a juiy 
he was $aidto * put htmseU oil the cotinlrj' that is lo S4ty Oil thn 
opinion of the neighbourhood ,ti represented by these twclvis men 

of ^ood standing. There were nu ebborate spced^i's by counsel ; 
the pliimtiff, or hb ait-omey* stated hb cuse at fulJ Ic-ngih ; the 
defendant fepUtid with a direct dunial and iben^ as a ruk^ the 
\uTy gave ihcii drei5iof> from their owti kriowifdgc nf tlie cahr. 
Same limes the (Irfciidant vroultj put fonvani hL=i oW'ti vtf^ion 
uf the mailer in dispute^ and sometime^ wilfir^^ses wcTe taHeth 
but they simpty gav'e their evidence witboot cross-examination. 

In ihc matter of felonies there w^as another xyjK^ of juty— tbe 
presetuing iury—'Whieh conesponded more or less to our ' grand 
\ whose duty ii is at the beginulrig of the Assi^ to decitik 
wl tether ihrre is siilfirieni evidences ugaiust the prboJiiTS to 
jiisiily iheir beiftg put on irial. Tin? presenting jury, who were 
thiJ repnzsemathTO of the vills and hundreds, drew up a [hit of 
pt'rsons who tvere stiapxnod (>f any enme. This Ibt vrus prttaented 
[o the justices of the Assi^tr?. w'ho ordered the amsE o! all tho?c 
named. Tlic pnsonem were iJiL ii trictl by a jiin^ Ironi I heir own 
district : lliis mtgiit very wcU bo composed of the men as 
the presenting jury^ but it did noi follow that diey would bt 
coilviclcJ ; oJ though the jmy had to prescitt any pensun under 
suspicion (on penalty of a hue if they suppressed sudi jiilorrii;*- 
tiou1, it did not necessarily mean that they themsdvis Leiievtd 
the prisoner tu be guilty^ 

1 he j>enalty for fetouv. as we have seen, was dcalli. whidi was 
itifiietcd by hinging, except in Ctrimn towns which had sptfciuj 
customs ■ in the Ctnquc l*urts and a number of other borouglut 

p 





226 


anJ Order 


thr criminnl was droviticd ; in one or two places hp. was tliroivu 
of! a cliff into (ic sea ; and in the ScJlIies he was placed at low 
tide on a rock that wEiseovercil by ihe sea at Idgli ti Je. CJecasiou- 
ally ins lead o( the txtrcitic ptmaity the felon was depriveti ol 
a linsh or of hi:* eyes or tniitilated in other wav$u l4?Eaer niuUla- 
lifiTVy were also Udlictod for ' perity larceny ^ or Uieft goods 
worth less thnn a shilling—the cotamonesL being Lite loss ot an 
car ; samtlinns the offender’s ear was aaUed to thes pillory and 
he hjid to cut hiiiiself free, wlillr among Uie Icajil-nilnera of the 
^iendips a tlijcf lutd hiB hariil spiked to thr fratnewqrk of the 
pit -head wintllasa and lud tO £reo himsell as best he couhL 
^lutilation ser\red not only as a punMimicut hot os a warning to 
others that they ivere dealing with si bad character c^msc^iiiciitly 
rncu who liad Uw;t a 1 imb in battle ar hy accidi'nt UJ^ualJy procumi 
a ccrtitjcaic to that effect ; Tor in^ldncc, \\i\ find Edward I 
certifying thal uf the left ear of jidiii dc Roghloo torn 
olT by iJic fcHht. ol a and that Koberi dc nunthorp lost Ills 

right eat by the bile of a pig when he was lying in hisrnidk, 
ImpriMinnient w"as a corniooii fomi of puniiltment, and no 
light one, lor, ct^cn taking into conshknithm the coinpaniti^t^ly 
hm standard of comfort in orclinary life* tht mi^Jkval prison 
was often a dtsfiorately uiiplt:i^nt ]>Iacc. In 1315 find 
a merchaot ol compJainitig of wrcuiglul iiiijinsontiient in 
thi^ jail ol Lsbeeh, * wltcfr by toids and nihrf venoTtioim 
\-crmm kr was so mhumanly gnawn tluil hi\ life v^as flt^^^aired 
ol \ and tboLigh w^ may fed ^cptical about th»i ItT^jchy of the 
V.X know tram other rvidrtico ili.it tin- prisons wtirc often 
fLillofsuiJi^uiid wors?;, veniim^dark^ datnp, and iiLrleiis. 
who hnd any money or friencis could purchase rrlid from 
the jaiier und couitlp at any rwtr* rdy on obtaining fowl, but 
l-ht: munt-yU-ss deficniled t-niirely upin iJm ol charitable 
ftcTsiOiis. In iJic Utfger jali? one or iwo prisoiitrs wrte allowed 
to go out and beg food und money fur tlicir fellows, and fortimately 
the ttUef uf I htw in prifwn was one of the * Stf ven Acts of Merej- ’ 
which the Chufch urged upon the faithful; but those who 
cotddnot ui would uot fee tlie kiNij^r of tlw jail suffered severely* 
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Tortunf, 95 a jniiibitineiit or as 9 ttKtatis of ^JctractiDg a codJesaion 
of guilt, m-vcT fonned i>!tn of the systtm of nii-dievo] liLnglidt 
Ijw, Tilt nr,iTEs.t approach to it tra* the peim jurte et dmt 
applietl tu ihcfie who refused to pleadr .According to rinjiiteval 
Uw a triiii !>}■ jury cuitld fsily he held ^rith the consent of the 
accused ; lie ntitsl ' put himseil <m the coiintrj' ‘ fvre even iiiid 
a deaf and dumh titan panfoned for a mtirdvr because it was 
im^KiSsihlc for hitn to do so] ; tf he rduiietl he could not be 
<»nvicterl, but the justices could keep him in prison and make 
life unbcjrutTic for him. \\'lKru certain Dutch saibts were 
Tnuideicd in Norfolk in I20.^ the justices hanged tliirtecn ril-ji 
toncctticd in the crime, hut one refused 10 plead ; the sentence 
ujiXin hitn, which was that usual in such cases, was lhat ' an the 
day rm which he eats he shall not dnnk and the bread that hi: 
has sh.rl] be nf the worst and the drink liiat he has (un altemate 
days, when be has no bread) shall be jilthy water, and he stiall 
sit upon the hare ground clad only in a linen garment and he 
shall be loaded with irons from his hands to liii ellKnvs and from 
his feet to his knecs, until he is witling to submit lo IrijilJust 
about the same tune Sir Simon Consiablc, a wealthy lutuuber of 
a great Yorkdiire laimly. died in prison under lliis same ^riVir 
/r’rtr' ft durr ntllitT than submit to trial for Ijaving muidtrctf his 
wife : thereby he died unconvictcd imd his luoda descended to 
his heifs instead of being loriciu’d to the king for Ids IcJony. 

<ieTtairi forms ol piinishmcni for lets seriatis onviiees cunibiiicd 
discomfoil with exposure n> pubiic lidioilc or contempt—as, fur 
instancr, ihi: stocks and the pilbiy. In Itje stoclts Uie oftfifider 
sal upon the groiind with Iub feet out in front ul hiui, Mxured in 
a wuoilen Irnme : in the pillory he sluotl Hifli lijs neck fii^enijd 
in a siiiiiliir friniM*, Eonietimes hla temds n'cto ahiO si.-ciJTe<i in the 
same friune; if hs oftciice. had made him luiijopuhir he was 
halilu to become the defenedess mark for stones and gurlutge. 
The jnltory was mucti uswf In towns for pcBom guilty of tnidiiig 
Qllenci-s and Paud; bakers, bi particuhtr, whose loavi-s were 
laidsrwrneht were condemned for Uu*. ibiid ofienc* tostJuid in the 
pilloty, Women, especially' oJc-wivcs, guiliy uf shRlIar uffenciis 
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vi'cw ducked in a pcjtid—the didier the better—by meajis of the 
‘ LUtking-stool V a chiik fa^lcncd to the end of a pliuik or pole, 
litsti liih 1AUS al^lo done W liiosc woman i^ hn ni^usicd their Lotigtuis 
by scoltlbtg* gut^siping or talking scandal—a ij-pe of oiJeEice 
vt hieJ^ seemii to huvt been cominnii in the Middle ’Strangi? 
a$ it may *nppe£if lo our rnodt-ni ideiis. 

One axiom of legal proccdiirr held gLrod in thr ysJjUtf Agt-s 35 
it still dotrs : that U—lirsi catch yuip^ cimiinal, lhan punish liltii. 
XothiiifjaiJptciachitig a regular |ioIke force cxi^teil.aiul IhC:arrest 
of criminals dependctl on t!ic principle Ol luntual resp^msibUUy 
kdready refemd to. The titliiag, vdl or liuudred was risponsibk 
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(or producing guilty mcjiibfTT^ in Court ; morecveri if a miirdrr 
wascouimittcd in the daytlaie ihc vii! in which ihecriuie occuririE 
woidd be fined if the criiiunal escaped. liuHng tlie night each 
vill had 10 provide lonr men to keep wateh atirJ arrest suaptcinus 
ch-'H’aciers —10 be nut alter dark was in itself a su'spkious aci, 
When a criitiiual avoided arrest arid Ihxi^ the * hue arnl cr>^' wa.'i 
raised by bbiMin; iionis and slioutiug, and the men of the dislrlct* 
tiiuier the leaclETship of thtt constable, who was respi^nsiblc for 
I he provision of bows and otlier arms, purfued the of tender lo 
tlio bunicri of tlieir hundred^ where they litinded *\n the hue onri 
cry lo the constable ol the next hurulred : in ibis way the 
critninal might he olut^ lorsomu dn^toiico hy relays of pur&ucts. 
[f tile pursuit grew too hot he would fr&picntly take refuge in iht 
Jicarest drtiich. Once within its precincts lie was safe frmn amrst: 
Ilk puisucTS would have lu set a watch on tlie church in case he 
Liicil to I il he teuiained there for torty days the watch 
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w'ouid became a bliKkadr, no fo'>cl would be allowed lo be broUKht 
to liim, and Ue weold be sliured into i^urrendcr. L'stialJy, how- 
r%'cr. lie sent far the comner and belwe him ’ aLiiircd the realm ’ ; 
thut lo iay, be awmt to leave tingland and not return ; tlic 
coroner then him a furrl and he $cf ont at oiiec, carr\'ing 

a ivitoJeti cTOtA in hU haibl lie ha<l to go by ihc direct main rosd 
to tjie port and lake ihc Aral Hliip leaving lhe port—if none was 
■iailing for some time ho was supposed every day to walk into the 
sea up to his kiiftis, as a sign o( his endeavour to leave ilte countryL 

he turned usirJe out of the diieci road be bccamo at uitcc an 
oiittaw, ■ W’l'Jtring tlto wolf's head imd might be stain, like a wolf 
ur other vermin, by any one who met him. 

While every church possessed this ligtu of sanctuary, there ivrre 
KTtala privileged chunrhvs—such as Wesnninstcr, it. Jlartiji's- 
le-tifand, and Beverley Miiuter—whote saoctuaT>' rights ex- 
teiiibd for sotne distance round the churcb, and in such places 
there gtnw up regnlar settlements of ‘ sanctuars' minjrefugee 
criTiiinAis. who lived there and carried on Ihcir several trades in 
safety 40 long as Uiey did not voinure outside the boqnil*. ,\t 
the end of tlie fdteemh century complaints were made of the 
abuse of these sanctuaries: 

■ Untlirifis riul and run in thibt upon the ttoldnejs of those 
places: jva. and rirli men nm thither with poor nirn's gmxU 
there llmv build, iJirrc they spend, and hid ihdr credilons go 
W'histli; tlicm, ileus wives ran Udllirr wiili their liuslhintl i 
plate and say they tlare not abide w'ith tijcir husband# for beating, 
ndeves bring thither their stolen gcmiB and live thereon. They 
devise iIxMc new rafihvrivi. nightly tlk-y steal out. they rob, 
they nove and hill and conic in again, os though liicM p]ar«$ 
gave thrm nut iinly a safeguard for ihc hurtn tlicv have done bill 
a iictitiie also to do itiut".' 

Tfic I'hurch, as a Imcly. Mtendin) its protection over all its 
urdalned membors. During the twelfth century thitre was 
a great struggle between the Chtirch and the Cjoini, wJdch 
culminated m tiifi quarrel of Henry If and Becket. flu: rhureh 
IMssessed its own courts, whidi dealt willi all rcligiaus and nioral 
cases; nor did any one dispute Uicir ckum lo i]i> so. Becket, 
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however, claimed thar the Chuicb had the sole right to try any 
of hs memttts, tliai is to saj' any persons who had reccired 
clerical ortkis, (or any offence. As the cedesiasTicaJ courts 
could not infilct any punishmcm more severe than impri^muent, 
this meant that clerical criminaJs. who were numerous, escaped 
verv' lightly in comparison with laymen. Henry did not claim 
the right o( punishing clergy, hut urged that a cleric accusc{i of 
a crime should be tried by the ccclcaiasrical court and if guilty 
should be dEpriverl of liis orders and handed over to die royal 
court lo be puninbed as a layman. This Bedcct absolutely 
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jciu^cd on tljij frrouud tliit it ^vould be punislking thi.^ ofTcndw 
Lsvke for onv otfence. Tbe Edtirdur uf Becket, lomitLg 
fettling In hi^ fiuotir, compelled Horn" to give way Evt-nttnilly 
tbe prnccdiiTt! ,idrtpUtJ was limt clcr^" wtTc juccused like Liy 
criiiiLtiahs but alive of the bishop was atwap preisctit 

in tlic i‘0iirt nnd at once clcuin^d the prisoner as a dtrk ■ tlae 
case was I hen tritrd ; if the \xiry ncj^iuitteii the accused clerk there 
w-aSi of coiirajp no nioto 10 aald^ but if they fotmd him puilty 
he wa.^ handed ovbtr tu be d^i wUli hy the bishop. Actually 
the giiilly clirrk would stand a very good chanire oJ petting off, 
as the tTroct^hire \n the ecclesiastical courts ^vas very and 
UiefBcient, and I he bislio[^ lis a rule ^vcr^l not aiixioui to be 
bindenod uitli Uie cusi ol prisoners^ ChriginaUy in order to cUim 












and Order 


2J2 


this * btincfil of clpTigy * the jfuccused liad lo produce Iii^ tetterft 
of ardinutkici or utlicr ddinite piooE of hu being u ; it wu.^ 
only towards the earl of the ^Ikldle Ages tllut benefit of clergy 
ivns estfiukd io aJJ whu coidd r^d vtj^ of ihe Bible 

airrwtlyp ami .it all times itiere n few uffencs^ notably high 
treasonp for which the accused would bo tried by the toyid court 
‘ without benefit of clergy \ 
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The ntcdicvtil cnimmunity w^, for mdustrial wiints, very 
liirpdy self-^rupl^rtiiig, Novvad:!}^ tliv Sussex villiiger buys 
t:aTilhdnwarc niad^ ui Staffordshire, vvtX}[knLCji>th from Yorkshiret 


rsth ^inUiTY. 
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cotton from Lantusliirtr. lujots luadD in Xerilisinptciii or 

Ncfttich troni Icuthcr taiiiiwl at tools frtJtri SliiJEcM. 

anti meat fTom Jfew ^talaatl. In this ^tiiUle A^rs Itts own Putvti^ 
him with mntigil (mtl with wool, which his wife spun 
into jruTn, as sht s^{>iin iht hiittjp Mul An* fnim liis fields, anti 
wovu into cloth : he or his iitighhtwr tanmsi the liiilesol his own 
beasts with the bark of oaks wliicJt Iw had helpeJ to cut down 
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10 feed tiic furnaces that produced iron for the village libcksmith 
VO make into tools ; and if lliere was not a in bis owji 

villa^^ he ^'duld nut have to walk far to buy bis crocks of Sussex 
clay. The modem rcnsrolki^tioTi oi Dumufaeiur? is aJmest 
entirely due to die dLseovtry of slcatHTpower, The u^c of steam 
to drive macliitieiry made ti possible io produce ^ 

drtkJc vastly m excess of the requir^incnts of ihe district Ui 
ivliich llicy WEire made, aud at a pric 4 * wliich enabled the maker 
lo bear the cost of sendmg them groat distances and y^i s*tlt them 
more cheaply Ilian hand-made goods could be snld in their place 
of origin ^ and steam also provided tiic means ol tlktributine 
ihe goods Irom the centres of inanu fact lire to the remotest part> 
of the country'. 

It must fiot^ howeincr. be supposed tJiat there was no locaii^ntion 
of industrj' in the Allildlc Ages. ITie manufacture oi coai^ 
W04jlltn and bncji cloth was uni verbal, the tanning of leather 
Ijr^ticaliy So* the villagi? smith had a skill, whidi his modcni 
successor duc^ not have a cliancc to display, in |irodU 4 :ing surth 
article of Irau as weru corumonly required, but fKittcry could not 
be tnade wlieire timre was no clay, nor could imii be conjured out 
of gTunnd that contained no ore. Minerals, in fact, pnr^tit the 
iJiust obvious CAM of necfcssar^docalbiivtion suid, consequence^ 
the mmiug itidiistr>‘ shuws same voy intCTvstkig and peculiar 
feature:;^ of liirgAiiiration. 

The Lmjxiiiant minerals fLUmd in Kugbnd were iron, lead 
(ussially contaltiing ^iilverh tin* and, fmtn the middle of ihc 
itiirEccntli temury iinttatik, coal. Of these un was found nnJy 
in t^irrnwail and Devon , lead in IJcfbyiahjref Somerset* and 
i:tinil>eriiind; iron t^rindpdly norih of the ¥r^m and m 
Gloucester^Sussex,and Kent. Caal, the least valuable in meiiteval 
times, w,43 more widely diatributeii, being worked in most of 
the uurtlivm nnd western counties from Suiiicn^t lo Northumber- 
Uud * ii was die mineral which rcquirtxl least skill lO niming. 

it Inyl simply to ht di^* while the others* being found in the 
form of ores* luul to he specially treated to obiaid the metal. 
We may* thure£or>e, omit coal-mining and conhrte our attention to 
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Lbc other mincriils. The ch\d of the pcciJhr fcirtiires fiyterted 
ta in conTii^ioii wiib min hi g wus the i^xisic ncfl of communu ii'?^ of 
niintirs who ptivilegiJi not shared by other memhera 

ot the hihouring dx^cii. Those tifiviiegea were doe to The vahie 
0! t|ic products* the skilled luitttre uf the work, and the iic-tGiSiry 
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localization of I he indnstry. It a Inxly oi workmen moke exces¬ 
sive demands upon mi empJoyet ht^ can, as a rule, eiiiier replace 
them* if the work hi uiiskillt-di or usuve lo mnw dLstrict where 
the wwkers aie mofa But a mine tunnot lx? re* 

moved and cannot be sneOMfully worked with miskiikd Ltboiir. 
Minei^^ thETefotCp have an exccpUOnol pnll ^wer tUeir etnpluyers, 
and the rise of privileged rninitig cornmimities- w'ai a feature of 
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the Middte psrticrularly in G^gmEujy, where they bpi:ajne 

in somecAses almost incieiKitident In Engtaitd tlic nearest 

^pprtvaidj ilii’b to be kund in the tin-iriinerj, owing to the 
dtslribiition of that trtetai being so very limited and its value so 
gfvat. The iron-miners as a whoh^ were not organis!^ ; iron ore 
w^iis fairii' wiTld3^ distiibntcd, nnil tlir diggiisg and smelting of it 
Wits not hrghlv' skilled iabnur; but in the Glnueesicrstiirq iroii- 
fteld of the myal Forest of Dean there was a body of" (me miners * 
W'hn hud fltifLne ^ontirjl of the rruninje:. They had the right of 
digging iiii\T^'here within the Forest, except in private gardenb 
and otnhartls or churdiyards, provided they paid certain fees 
to the tdng and su[iptkd his forges with ore si a fixed price; 
and they had theit own court, w^hich was held every three wepk;^ 
for the settIfTUimt of mining cLb;|uncs. The lead-miners were 
nitric highly organized : each q( the three iiialn fjtdtls of T>crby* 
i-hire, CnmlH-rUnd, and iJie Meiidips had Lts systein of miuo 
coiina and rcHjp of !aw‘^ and punishments. They had ihc righl: 
to fjroapoct and to siajce nut claims anywIuTe i-xcept in cliurch^ 
\Titds, gardens, and highway's; to demand a right of wuy, 
throEigh growing com. to llidr chiiins; and k» lake timber for 
thmr mines and fsimaces. In llie ' stannaries \ ut tiiiTiulcb, the 
organi^alion was eanm]d slill farthtr ; tbf £r™ rnioei^ had ihtir 
owTi courts and Their patllaiiients, iindta: a wardenp which ni>t 
only passed laws for the stiumarurs hut hud Hit right tw I'nto sny 
naiiouai Icgii^atiou which infringcJ Liieif pris'ht-geSr Tlii^ 
luiners were ^ixcmpt from utdinary taxaliou and militarv' service, 
though ihry were liable to t>e taxed s^piifatdy and tnkdfrd for 
seri’icc (as sappers! snider their own ofiictT^, and hi fad tlwfy 
formrxl almost a little indt!fK!i]ileal state, 
pAhhoagti m> other Lridii_str\f at taiued sudi iniii'jsi'ndcntie, iherp^ 
was a regular system of organization and ielf-govmiment in 
most industries. Mention Ikos already been made of the gilds^ 
or friendly societies, wiiii^h were so nuniiiroEiii in early rim«. 
h was natural that [wr^ons hasung rhe same Entifc^ts should 
lend TO join the same society ur even tv fumi a 5jT«:tal society 
lor mmnbm of tfieir gtvu trade tjust as now there aro spccLtl 
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wlikli ^re patrrtniz^id by, or vxcltisivdy itservi^d for army 
men, or aulbors, or Hjctors). In iluf i^ny Uiere giew up in tlie 
twr-Iftli eentiir>' trnd'^-gilds, wliidi rapidly uicroasM In nunithTS 
and importiinc£ uniil tb(:y practically con trailed the Indti^trbiJ 
life of ihe ^:ount^^^ Tnub^- or crafi’gildi did in ^softic way? 
take tlio pLictJ ijf the miwkm tradc-unlam* bnt the diHenincri 
Isctwceii the lwi> fj^rganiralioiw nre imfjortiint^ A Iraih^miioii 
caiiipo^!d eittiiely al the ' workers ' or u-isgc-egruing members 
of the indsiatii,^* and considers thrlr inUirests itlofic: a craft-gild 
WA^ crmipo^ of L^ith masters and mim» rmploym and cmployird, 
and ccsniridrrrd the interrsis of both classes, though with a Icimins^, 
w-liich iiiLTcated uiwanli the? md of llii.* wif^wval fwiri04l, tirward-i 
tbf til asters. A irade-union b couCeiTitd L o obuin goofi w^agea 
for Its fin mbiir>, but h nut the h-cuit ctHKemediua^ai thiit they do 
pood work ; a cnift-gild was as nnicli itmcemeij for the bonuur 
of the industiy^ h^r I hr piw|>i.riiy of the workers, and aimeiil at 
main taming a lilgii ^itmidiird of w urkmauship. A modern ttnih- 
itniGii inrhideE^ tht workers in that part ini far branch of indm&try 
all over England ; the mrtlicval craft-gLU was confmcci to 
a piirticnlnr town and the tcgnlatbns for ^ special trade might 
ynry canaidcrabiy in diffcnmi towns. 

The- typical crnfi-giJd consisted of maattrs. apprentices, and 
joumeymL-ri. The mastiuTS were independent craftsmen with 
wi>rksho[]a of rheir own. but not necessarily empSoyors of labours 
lliry w\Ti5 niastirf^ of a craft, not of worlcmirD : even when a 
master iiired lizi^istaiits he xiSiiiilly worked at hi^ trade himself. 
It iviis not until lliu fifictMitli crntufy that the capitaliLst employer 
—the iiYim who providtrsi maleriaJs and wages, and sonirtiTTiiiJS 
brains^ but not the work; of his own haiid^, for ihu pti>diicticili of 
goods- -became promintfnL lie fore a man qouJd become a iniistcr 
and up ui business he had to :iatisfy the officers of his gild 
that be WAS competent, and nsnajly he had to ihmv Clmt he had 
bern trained tor seven jT-ars as an apprentice. Tiic appnmlices; 
therefore, were the young men or boys who w(fre kaming their 
ir^kde under a master. Thdr posit iun in the gild %vas, nutiirallyj 
that of inferiors with few pnvikges; but the gdd looked after 
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llieir morals ao-d thfir saw thiil, oti ihti ortu liaiid, ttify 

did not gumblv ur wustc: liiiiE:^ mid an tJio oLhqri limt thEhir 

masti'is taught tht^m ihtrir trade, gave thi!ni a fair education and 
did licit treat thern hai^hli' cr beat them more than reasonable. 
If at the end of his sieveu years' TFOtning an apprentice wtaiieil 10 
become a master lie had to pay a «?rtaiii fee, width w^as &OTtn> 
Times targe; if he could not afford ilds and the sabstxiuent 
expense of seitlng up lie w'auld becoine a joirmeynian:—a work¬ 
man hired by the day (French;^wij-fP*vi, In fifttentb century 
ihc joiirneymi^n in some irades be came ro imnierons that tliey 
formed separate giids of their own. whieh the older gilds usually 
tried to suppre^ss. ITrtis mcrirtise m the number of jounieymcn 
was partly due to the growing attraction of town life, tvhicli 
caused many wdio would in corlkr days liavo rmnaiiiLd on tho 
land to taki" to trade, partly to tfic raisuig of ihii fee for &f:tting 
up mast'-u',. and t>an 3 y to lltc im|K>veriEbn:ient of many smaller 
masters vvho were squeezed out by the rkbig capllati^i doiii and 
tfomptIleJ lo become joumejuiitm. The gilds did nut at first 
Iijak wdtb favour on tluTSe capitalistiir and DOgulatiDiis were often 
passeti forbidding any employer to keep mom than u certain 
fiinidl ntimtser of apprcnticc-s and hired servants. A simifar effort 
to prevent tlie wealthy from moHopolmng hired ktbonr Was made 
by tiic Slaliitt^ of Labourers. Tbesy Staiutes were passed after 
the Black Dl^"ltb of 15^ y bad reduced tlje numhec of woriciiten 
gitally I hat tbe survivur^ were able to dt mnnd wages very 
ntiidu higher than had been eustOEnaij'; they ordered that 
w^orkoteii should not rL-eeive itigUef w-^ges than they Iml had 
beEom tlje pkgue, and by pmu^iung iJie payer a> wdl as tlie 
iTCdvcr of Idgb endeavoijjed tu keep tile wealthy ffum 

buying Tip oil tiie availahle labour. The Stantte^i ihd not ^ucceetJ 
in diaiijging wages down to tlitlr foniicr I«vtI, and ndtiter they 
iiof thi? gild mgidittioiTi could stem the of capiUlism, 

I'he industry in wiueli Lise capitaEbt class was conspicunuB 
Was Uie duth tmdo. By Lhe citd of tin? fourtt>iu]th centttjy' quite 
a mmiber i*f large employtrs are to be found io Eases and 
Someth tp and the beginning of the ibteenth century- miw the 
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Tiac of grKit dotiuers such as John Wnchcombe ot 

hury \ who was iuhlix} to have ltd a divi^iion. comfvoscd ol his 
avdi wofkm«!n, to iht^ fidd of Floddenl, the Spriap oi La^TTihanii 
and Sttrmpp of T^laltnesbury, Uoder iheso great clothiers the 
factory system was introdticcd. by winch the workers were- 
brought tiigcrtJjer uodrr imvi roof. Indore this itic clotliicrs liad 
given out ilicif work to be dorte in the workers' otvn homes* ain.!, 
Indi'ed, there w^tre often regulatiuns made that no one should 
owri more ilKin a single loom. Tlic factory icndcd to 

gieatef cfTicleiuc^' and iacfcased output 3 its chud drawback was 
that il the Irr.txkim and independence Of the workers. 

Lcioking iKick wc can ^ Umt it w^s the first step in tltc down¬ 
ward path ol the wa^e-caincrs horn the position ol ciattiimon 
to that of *lirtuds — mete tools to produce Roods—witcch they 
rcaclii.^i at tlj« iH^lrming of the mneieentb centiir\^ This future 
i:c>rtsc^,iURnce was nuturally not foreseen -At thu time ; nor would 
it necessarily have heen held to outw^gh thu advantages of 
mcrea^^il tindv and Vhvrith, But the smaller maniifaiiturws 
could see that it thrijatviic^l tlicir jjoitLirjji; tJie gUds, Ibcrelott^ 
in irtt»t tiuvns endeavoured to maitiluin a cottmii a^tiiilLLy and 
ril^tnui^ I he more cini rprisiiig employers by passtag rtstricKve 
rvgulattans. Tlicse nitrdy hud the effect of driving Uio industry 
out of the towinn in which llie gilds Ireld sway into the vitlages. 
&N1 that in th±r ^Lttecnlli century* we find inany towns ^moiisly 
iinjHivcrisliefi by the decay of their trade. RfforU were mode 
to remtKly tliL-v Viy poi^sirtg laws that various Industries should 
ordy 1 h2 curried m in Iniroughfi and market ttiwr^. But the 
:jtrjry of the strngslu bt:tween the old-fariiioned gtids and tlu 
new ly^jc id iHderpriilng CitpitaXUl iTmpIoyer brJnngs to llie 
jieriod aftlT tlfcc Middte 

Bnlercncc lias betn niarl^ Lo the fact that the gilds looked oiler 
the interests of the |>uh|jc liy tnamlaining a good standard or 
wiTTk. A ctfetimier who wa^ dissatiafied wiLh, kt iiiii sayi the way 
in which liii tailor had made a ^ould appeal to the court 
of the tailing' gild, and iu some castt if agOil^nvan had undertaken 
work which he huitglsfd or failed to complete, the other lunmbers 
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C'F \\i$. gi^tl wmilrii be ft?|ioasibl<j F^r tttrryifl^ it Anti In 
addittfin 10 to iiouiplainls ihe gUds tritd tu previrnt 

ttmn^ try appointing aEfjcbls 10 lnip«l all work flnnn by tlieif 
fdioviTship. Thi: be^t initanco oJ dii^ ajid (Fit? nnly one wFiich 
hn^ siirvlvt't.l to the ptx'^nt day. b found in (lie cast: ol the (^old- 
sinitli^' CciinpiiTty of Lnndoti. They were granted the eicceptioiial 
privilege oi nispcctiof; 1111 the g^ld and silvei work piAtl'e hi 
England fn was iismsiw) for a gild, or i;<jiopan.y, to 
atitliority outside its owti town), and stitFi work b ^(iU stamiKsd 
with tFis^ ‘ Fiall-inark '—the leopaRi's head, wFilrh was liie mark 
of the Gohliinirlis' a guarantte oF purity. Sonne;tiinci 

a single article wonld come under the inspect ion of ?cvc!Tnl gilds, 
r I Ills the bbde oF a fiilvcr-inQunttd knife in x leatlicr aliejith 
would bo exanoned by the searchers of the Cutlers' gild, and (he 
iriOiUiliugs by the Goldsnuths ; the leather would have had to 
pasi tilt! Tanners or beathfrT^tfhcrs before it Wi\s used ami the 
Shtialhmakets after it was made np : iHt was attached lo a belt 
tic- Girdlcra* gUd w nuhl be brought in, and if ihc bull hxd a htimm 
bnddo Ujjg [-tiundcts woidd liave sc^nietimig to say aljout it. 
So the cu^tojiief wlio bought that knife and belt ongFit to be 
l.ircUy SjUTC of gettliig a gooil article* and to ensure his ni>t being 
*lecrived bv appeatanew there \vcre regulations against plaung 
brcmscc artkk^ with silver Or gohL As a further prerratuinn 
against deceit, w^orksliops bid to be oprn to the pidiitC Street, anti 
the selling of giHxis after dark, whi:Ti the feebk IlLckenng ilghi: 
would iuiahlr the dislioiitet iradcstuaii to palm ofT bad w ork Lilian 
the iiiiw'ury, wa* fotbtddcin, AhiC', in order to hx the reaj.Kin 5 ibihty 
for bad work, nir>?^i arrides luid to bear lilt? mark of ihelr maker. 

It nuiM K- admittctl that all ih^ precantionii wort very 
necessary. For the stanilurd cf cunurteicial morulily was low. and 
if tlitiro W'as any way of ova>iing Uie frgulatinns ami earntiig 
lA ilishone^t {wruiy. there were pLenty of craftsmori rcaily tn do so. 
FmuLluieut Wt t^ids and nieaauiiii^ were eoiistanlly buJiig seized 
Isy the authnriues; clnlll was so ^iRtefied that wiii;'ii it was 
wotted it would ■j^hrink ami LMiciitiie itstles^. or R was so folded 
that defects were not viable l 1)0ts were made of sudi base 
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tnetal that iJit-y indk^A as iiiod as thcj' were pui «t] the fire ; 
anti every tiling Lhal cauiU be aJulterml^rd -vvai. It is 
a miitakt: tu suppose that the medieval tradesman wa^an bortefte 
find inmicent being d&ecndaTiU have born cnmiptcil by 

Ltir commercialbm of our jigr, “J lic gmt ihirtvcnth-amtun' 
preacher. Bcrthoiil t>f Ratishon, wlmm I havt alrtndy quoii^d 
sevtjaJ times, : 

* Yc tloi ttatk ill clotTiiitg, silks ut wikjI or to, %hv^ ot gloves 
or giriUri; inE.rn can in no wise dlspctisc whh you; iihlh mast 
have crloEhiog, ihrrriore should yu so ami; them us to (U^ 
your Vi'ort tnily ; not lu HteaJ half the clnth, or to tise othtrf 
jnixto hih- waLh youi vvooS or ^iTvEcliing it out bngftr* wJivrt'by 
a man thinketh to ha^^t gotten ijaod cloth, vet tliou liLsst stretchctl 
it to be longer iloin it s^iould be, atifl Tnabieit a gi>od cloth iu^o 
UMilvs^ stiih, ^^o^yadap no man can fimi a good hai for iliy 
fatohoofl: The nib wlil pour down through the hriin bto his 
Iwjtintii. J-lTi-cit surh decdL k ihetie in shoes, in hirs^ in skins ; 
d man scllij an old f-kiti lor a new' ‘ ami lnwv mnnifold aie yoisr 
deceit* no nuiu know^cLh so wtli a^ tliuii and Ihy roaster the 
<icvil. , . . Tliou^ tradcMp shouldst tnist thjd thn,t He will hnd lh« 
a JK>f 1 llioi>d with trtn* uiunlugs. hir ^o iniicli hath He promi^ 
thee with lih divine nioutli. Yel flow thou so JcuiUy 

how gQi>d thy wair^ arc, and whni proht thnu givest the buwr 
tlieri-hy - luorc than ten or thirty ihmni takes! iboii thr names of 
all tliesaintHin vain — G ikI and all His saints—for W'ares 
worth hve shiIJings? lltat which U w-orth five shiilIngA ihcui 
seJle^l, niaybep aixi^ence higher tiniii if ilnm hatlsl not been a 
biiUjplienier of nur Lord Ye yourseJves know i>est iviiat lies and 
frauds are busy in yoitf trade t * 

In one tiling our aiKeator^i were wisLi- than wt; ; they rcganlcd 
the traileiimaii ^ enlisting for tlw^ licnthl of tile pulihc and not 
the [luhlk to the benefit <jf tlie iradcsman. Ht- senvtl a useful 
purj>Qflc and wiw entitied to a reasonaliJe profit. but he had no 
right to take a niean advantage of hknelghlkiur'a nneds, Now^- 
dajTi ihc ideal of a trader is, only often, to bti^^ as cheaply 
as iK^ihb and for the Jiigliesi ]Tricc lit can obtain, and if 
itc can ■ comer* an article; (i.e. get practically the whole available 
supply of it iut^ Iw, own hands) imd charge an extortluriiitc 
price for it* ilte height of bia anibitiDn is reached ; the 
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who these ideiils is ^Ui>ifed ^Tsd Timltes a fortune. 

In the Middle Age* thi^ trader may have had th^ iame zdeah^ 
blit if he alTempted to put ihrm into practice he foitnil him&elf 
extjfiificly impopubir, and I'tribahly tereived bis slintT of home 
irutlis and other etTn mntre painini oT^ptemons of dblike when 
he stood in the pillorj". The medieval mind could not see why 
a niau ehonJd bu allowtxt to hify an article chf^ap and then, 
ti'itfiout doing any tiling itt all to it, nctniJ ft at a wry much 
higher prim. Sirong jncaaniea wem taken agonist ^ forestkiller^ \ 
who brsugbi up goods before 
they came into tfte optm 
markets and ‘ rcgKLicrs \ who 
bougfit goods with the obie<]i 
of sclUtiir them again at a 
liigher price arid were prae- 
fihop-kcejKirs tn tlie 
mo^lcm sense. 

The cjiiTiitiiion between 
Industry (the tnriking of 
goods^ and Trade (Ihtrir dis- 
trihutiotii was closet in mo- 
dieval timr* than at present , Fith-HalJ. ijf* 

Generally spnaku!g, the nxan 

who made an article sold il in his own shop. It would not be 


c];[iudly true to say that thr man who si>ld an arthilc hud necessarily 
moib! it, os there were eertiuu goods, such as dnig3a. spices* c^r si|ks« 
which Wen? im|j^irte'd: but even iu that case the nifercluint W'fiO 
had imporlefl them w'ould ^11 them direct to tlie publLci Tfie 
* wholesale boiUrf \ supplying goods oidy iu sliojis* was unkiiow'n! 
srfi alst^ was the' st«tre", wulh its innumcratil!! departinmls^i where 
you can hny anythnig from a pn tu a pnmo. TTu^ medieval 
craftsnnitt kepi strictly to his own itade—the bootmaker might 
nut mend an old pair of bogts nor the cobtiler makt a new 
pair, and the weaver must not dye tliv do tbs be made nor 
tht dyer weave cluih tn dye. Thn sliop was a room on the 
ground-fltHTT, with an wnglared W'induw, dersed by a shutter 
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that kt <iou'n to fomi a sheH ; within room be a l^ble 
cir counter, and dirlv« and boolcs lor tbo good^ to stand or 
hang u{>an. 

In additiEin to the regular shops there i^ere suUs in the markets, 
M'tikh were particularly «^d for the of goods brought in 
Iroin the neighhourhiXKl. In the larger Lowrbr thiTc would In- 
a number of miirkets or groups of sLaUs for tUt sale of parihriilfir 
goiCttls—:5nih ns the fisli-tnurl^et^ the com-murket^ the dotli'biilL 
and the ‘ dudder^'-' wliere dodiH (stiU calkd ' dutls' in slang) 
were s^ald SWnno gsxxb, especially such things as fmit anil fish, 
were liawked abtvnt the slrcels by coitcrmotigei^ (srltcrs o( 
^ cosiaTfls * or applet) and pedlars. " Chapmeri * also went about 
the country vvdth pack'hofBes ladfm with all kdnds of snmll met- 
dtandbe—ribbons, kmve?, mirrirrs, pur^^ kcixhids or scarv^^s, 
pin& and buckles and tdiiketa of all Sort^ As the i±Lipman In 
hb humble way bmuglu the gcKxIs of the town sliopsi to the doors 
of the manor and the fann, so the nicrchLU-Lt bioiight the goods 
of foreiijn lands to the towns. 

l.ong liefore the Kornaus canto to Entain the Phoenicians are 
supffoseil to have traded with the natives of Com wall kir tin* 
but whut giwils they gave in exchange loc' the nietal we do not 
know. .41 tbr beginning oi the Christian era corn was exjmted 
from fjrilinn to the Cnnunent, and probably paid for with hnplc* 
3ntjnit& of bronze and cloth of gLiperior quaJil y. Under tho S^ons 
iorcjgn trade con tinned on a sniall scak^ but it was the Norman 
Conquest tliai pa\’fl the first i;ri>at impetus to foreign trade" 
with the laniis on eiihcr side of the tlianncil uutUir the same ruler 
and with Knnnmi nicrchariTs sciilcd in LomJnu and vhe other 
irading cities of England the exchange of goods between England 
and the Continent namrally breamr greaterr Hie Crusades^ 
drawing men to the wealthy imj lnxniious lands of the Med iter- 
Tuncan and tht? East, hfougtit new ideas and new* possibilities 
of trade, Silks cf Bagdad and Damascus, the fniit and wdntis 
of itiK Levant* the spires o( Alexandria. Gime to Et^glatiEl in the 
galleys of I he gTcai merc hant republit^ of Oonua and \'^cniciv 
and were paid for in English dotfi and wooh Hie tich grazing 
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icLnds of our diimp sind tempetiiti? i>SMil VEi’kle-J an almost 
in exhaustible supply of vveaUh, andtheux>i>i aucl h tiJi - of Iingi^uifl 
tircw 10 our slioros itie inetchandise of ail tljK kiiriu'n ruunmcs 
of the ^Torld. During the fourteenth ceutuf^^ merchants gttw 


A .WmAftFif ^3.1] Jtir Amuati r j :i.. 

increasinglv wealitivanil povverful, and at the end of ihai centuty 
Michael do la Folc, soti of lI peat meR'hant of KulL was creeled 
Earl of Suftolh, aiid so l>€gan the English iraditiau of onnobkJ 
mefchcm U, A t this Liui e luoncy was licconiiii^ pSuiii tiul. and in tuj>v 
tspecially the riclier dergy, who liad money to sp^are^ cnmisteci 
it lu nierdiaiits to be used for ttadixig purpoiais. Tht inerchi:iiit5 
ihui cmpluyjJ were, at firsi, usuaIIv ItaJums—members of the 
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tiitnous famUiiiS of financtiTs, anri iraiiers of Florence, 

Ltjeca, and Gfnott. 

The- part pla^'ed Uy foreigners in the histno' Of Engli^ti Ona^icc 
^ras remaikable. (.)wmg to the (act tl»ai the Chutcii regarded 
naiirj — the taking of interest for money lent—as a grievous ain. 
mnriey-Jendbig became the monopcily of tlie Je^-s : aa llieir souls 
Meru already irretrievably lost, (roin the mere fact of t licit being 
Ji-ivs. the thunrh made no <ibi«:tiim to llicir commit ling a sin 
ivhich was so convenicm fgr Christians, who were apt to tic shurt 
nf ready money. Ticc Jews have altvay’s pos^e^d a guntus for 
acquiring and manipulating wcallti and. m spin: of pcrsecutloii, 
they managed lo get into their itatids a large part oi tlic piriirn^^ 
capital, the acinaf coin, of the cotmtry. Tliey ti.nl been hrtmgUi 
into England bj‘ the lonqueior, and they rcxniuneti for two 
centuries under the direct protection of the Croivn os useful, 
ihoagb detested, centres of wealth Towards the end of the 
ihirteetitli centurj-. howcvtir, owing ti» the rise first of ilip tLSui»rs 
called Caorcins and then of the gtcal ftaJinn finnticlk:rs. iJic 
Jcivj ceased to be indispensable and Edward I found himself 
able to serve God, witliaiit upselling Mammon, by cspwUing 
the Jews from Etigland, During the rcigiui of the three Edwards 
the I talianJtcuiistantly advanced] urge sums to I lie FjiglisJi king, 
and although ilie fraudidgnt banlciuptcy of Kdwiird fli mined 
tiio great houses of tin; Bardl and Pcrniiizl and brought .rppalUng 
disaster upon tfi« city of Florsmcv, they coiitlniied to play >iJi 
important part in Knglirii linance until the lalter part of the 
fifteenth eentuty, when,during tlu.-Wanottli«r Roses, the (.rt-rnmit 
merchiints of t lie Hanse li iok llidr pljicc, 

National finance wm very dlffL-rem in the MitLfe .Vges Imm 
Vi'bat it is now. Dwre w-ai no elaborate syatelii of govirmmenl 
departments w-ilh tbek 'eatimati** and defirils, rontrollcd by 
a central Treasury dt-partniciil, tici yearly ’ hiidgctlatsed on 
coniplicalt'd ciilL-ulalmns, and no ingeninus sdiemiia rd Ta^urioti. 
The national revenue was recognized as bclnnging to the king, 
and, fmaneialLy, a medieval Icing migfit say wkli Ltmia XIV— 
fVAk c'i^ moL The some accounl-tMXtk would record the wages 
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pstid to Uw army, the money lost by the kirg in gambling of 
gvven by Lbh in charity to a blind beggar, the expenses of an 
i‘'[nbasjy' lo a Jorclgu court, aitd the cost of a pair of sfipiamt 
given to the nui^ of the royal ctiiMren. Tlic royal revemte 'vas 
derived froni a nmnber of dincreiit sources. First there were tbc 
fenls of the Crtnvn lands ; then there was an uncertain amount 
from fines hnpased in the law-courLs: from thfl beginning 
ol tlie fmiitecnth cttUiny tlicre were uko the Custoitis. piinicu- 
Uirly the duties on wool and hides e.vported and wine imponed. 
When, lowing to ^svir or ctlier causes, the ordinary revenues were 
[jot sufficient. Afldiliotiiil sums wens fai.MKi by loans from foreign 
Itniinch'rs m by * siibEidJi*s►'V subsidy was a percentage tax. 
not unlikv ineoine-tax, voted by tho rcprcsentulivcs ol thi>s4t 
who had lo [cjv it—Parliametit in the case of the laiiy, and Con" 
s'ocation in tbc case of tbc clvtigv". U was usu.illy at the rate ot 
a fifiet-nlli or a tenth, Inil might Iw as low as n twentieth (a shilling 
in the pound) or as high as an eighth jhaff a crown to the pound). 
It was assessed on lands and girods, the represent at ives of the 
ecjtntni;>s)nnt!is visiting every htruic to the yoorJs .'tiid v.iluo 
them—excepting tltc armout, jewels, anil lobts of Ihc gentry, 
and. for lesser irctsons, our tiot»c for a man and anollicr for liis 
wife, one ring, one liroiwh, and oiHt silver drinking-cup. 

The mDtiry collected from various sources was accounted 
for at the cmtrl of the Exdieiiuvr. which ilcrived Its name Itotn 
the great table coveted with a clicquiTed cloth, oU which the 
uccounts were s^et out itml rrcknncd tiy means of counters. Many 
of tlic otfieials whn had collected the money were unlmmcd Hum 
who would not undeTstand WTitten accounts; even for Lhow 
i[iorK learned the rfifficidiy of working out cotiiplicateil sums in 
rtiHiaii nuinerals must have betn cutisidenihlc. At the court of 
the treasury, therefore, an elaboration of the abflcus or calcu¬ 
lating hoard was in use ; tliis cimsistcd of a table, covered wjib 
a black cloth on which were drawn seven vcrticai columns, 
representing, from right 10 left, pence, sliillmgs. pounds, scorns, 
hundreds, thousands, and tens of thousands of poumls. These 
columns were divided by lioiiionluf lines, cutting tlic cloth into 
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a of sqiiar^;> Itke ilici^ on a cbts^bcurd. Wiihin ih^. 

squares ihi^ accounts weri? %ci oul witli counters Tht chanctllur 
anti of&cirtls sat on nns? sidi* oi thi^ tabk ajid man who^ 
iLccLiuwr^ vverp bcin^ an the oUicr. Tbt caknUtln^ ckrk 

tlitm set nut ihe amt>unt dsie Irani the aocoimtani one linn 
and till* ds.'duE lions duo (at cx|H;nscs and otiicr parents on 
luwtT UrLE!^. Til ibii vray a long and complicatcfl account could 
hr easily followed. 

Tike 4inly coin io circidatbii In Eaigbnd unin iho end td the 
tliirtccJilb CiTitiify wai tJiiC penny ; tj of tlicse were called 
a shitlin^, ifjo .1 markp and 240 a pound ; but there were no coins 
ccnrr-sjHfn ding 1 1> 1 luxKr ilcnoin Snatiotis^ In t Ejc fouxicciith cen I tir^' 
silver groats (fnurpenny pii^^cc3} and half-grrwts were SErtick, but 
Ibt shilliJig did not niak^ its appeanince until the reign of 
Hviiry V11, An atlumpt to iiilTridiicn a gold coiiingo marte, 
luiiunxessfuliy. by Henry 111, but under Edward HI geld nobles ^ 
worth 6 j. iW fEiolf u. nuirkj were struck \nTh a hajidscimc design 
p| a ^hif^ and Imm this time a gold comage was iiialntnincil- 
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XII 

W OMEN 

Twe position of wcmieti Ami I lie aSttttide of iin*n toT^'ajtls- 
tbpm in the litetatunc of the Mitldk Ages jirwnt uime 
fejitiires and cmions contmclictioiis. Wiinian is at one monireiis 
idealized as a AmnQ bemg, to gain whose love I he world may 
wch be last, at the ne?Jt ^^be ifi figured as a worihless and vetitt- 
iTious creature^ hiirdly worthy t& have a hofflan will. Biit< 
after alL even in our own days ihtire is a cansidemble Jifft'ncnec 
bttwfren the language applied by sentbiieTilal ntivclists to tlierr 
heroines and that used in comic papErrs elderly women. 

Taking one tliii^ with anolhcTp the actual position n| ’nTimEn 
then was not so difi<ircnt from tUdr pyailion ni the present clay 
as might at fust be supposed. 

Om feature of chi'i'aJin—t!ic code of beliavjtuir of the ideal 
knight—wd5 ttm homage paid to ladies, Ev^cry' young kmght 
timl s^juiru witli any prctctisiona io be a nuin of fashion made 
i point of bein^ tn love when he was not in battle, Mhothor 
he devoted himself to one lody or distributed his favntirs broad¬ 
cast was not a tiitiiter of mticli lm|Hirlaiicc J but he was expected 
to pa^' exaggerated coroplimctits and display elabornte courtesy 
to ^1 Lidi±^. Sn far as this attitude was a mark Of respect from 
Uie i^trurig to the phlocally weiik, and of homage from the 
rntigh man, soiled by contact whb iho worlds to one whom lie 
EXCOgnixiHi as purer and more rdined^ it was ^^ootL But un¬ 
fortunately it iViis largely an artilicial iioso* and in parlicajaf 
ir waA a Tiintier of ‘ cliis^ *: the knight acknuwkdKtsd the duly 
uf Courtrsy nrwanli ladies of llis own elas^* hut often be did 
nut can;^tdiT it nccessarj^ to treat immbler w'omca in the SfUite 
way. Even towards !ii5 i.tdhi:i a knight cuuM ti^Kai occasion be 
astonbhingly ittde. Kot was tliu tniiducl of the ladiis quite 
in ai!cor<iamC6 with modmi ideas; Uiey were, li Einytliing^ more 
forward than the men in bve-tnaking, and pretty naariy ihck 
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£f]ual5 ia outspoken abuse. NattiraUy diere were plenty al 
Opportunities for vandal to urist^ and the oppohuniiies were 
not Tieglectcd, so that in the bousebolds ot the more fashionabk 
nobles, wherL* chivalry was most professed, it was tiaid for any 
lady to keep her reputation imstalned. 

The worst slanderers of the fcmjile sex w^cre the clergy. They 
could never get out oi ihdr heads tile part ihat Eve had played 
in UiE unfortunate incidfini of the apple in the Garden of Eden, 
and they therefore assumed that as ihe first woman had brought 
Sin into the world by tempting Adam* $o all wonieii were ttmip’ 
irtsscs and responsible for most of the siits committed by tneji. 
and they did not hesiLate to say so. Thu mcdioval Churuh, of 
which gJi the olhcjal mem'bcrs—the clergVi inonk$, nuns, ainJ 
inars—were uiiniamrd, lost no opportunUy of praising iJu- 
beauty uf celibacy and disparaging nLarried life. 

The common people heard wonuin continually abused from 
the pulpit; if liny heard an^nhiug on the other side it was 
likely to be sotiie poiun so full cd extravagant praise that it 
tacked all reality. Jiot unnatmaliy thc>' had rather a low' vie^v 
of w'omonkind, and popukr lileratursf is full of stories and 
rhyuios against w^otnen—thirir fickhme>^. deceit, extravagance, 
n[ic! above all, iheir Inability tu fciiep tjthtr slletice of n secret* 
Such as: 

One thyng fonscilh I have espied^ 

All women be not tong-tied; 
hot if they lie» tluiy be bcltt^. 

If paght: be sayd to iheiu, vvrtajii^ 

VNVnc you they will not answer aga™ ? 

Vea. fiir cvcr>‘ word twayn! 

and; 

Tlicy l^e as close and covert os the liom of GabricTi 
That will not be bcaid but fiom lienvon to hell. 

But suth faretioumess is nut extlurl: even Ttow'p and we am 
get a better idt-a of the tnidilie-clas^ woman and the standard 
which was set Isefore her by examining a filTeenth-ceutury poctn 
which tells ^ How the f aood Wife taught her Daughter % This 
begins by setting forth the duty of going to chuirch whenever 
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possible, e%-En in baU wealht’Fi and giving aims chceriuUy to ihe 
poor and sick, it also uisLsi^ upon ptoper bdiavioar m (he 
church, that prayera should be said and there should be no 
chiittering 10 jiei"hbouri. Thii a very ntn?cssary command, 
for tlie behaviour of medieval congregations M^as sliockrn^ly 
irrevcrcju : men walked al>out dtiring the semcc, talking of 
business ■or of their travels^ ' And yn women \ CKcIaims a thir¬ 
teen ih-centtny preacher^ ' ye never let your niduths rest from 
unprofitable babble. One complains to anotho: o| ber tnaid- 
servant, how greedy she is of sleep and boiv loth to work i another 
Tells of her husband i a third of licr chiMreii, How this one is 
a wetmness, and that oilier tbriveth not/ A latvr saUrUt 
dexiiarcs that women will not go to church until iIwh' have 
decked themselves out and odgrued Uicmsvlves, and tlini they 
spend all their time looking about to see iJ anvbodv tfbe iA a* 
gaily dressed. The Knight of La Tour Landry* w’bo in 1370 
wrote, for ihc guidance of Ms datighlei^, a famoim book full of 
moral stories., repmijcbcd tite yOrmg ladies of bis time for taking 
so long over dressing and doing their liair that they came dmvn 
loo lato to attend service, Tu illustrate bi£ iK>int, lie told a tale 
of 3 l lady W'lio took a very long lime to beautify lim^f and kept 
llie people and I lie prist w-aiting %o long one Sunday that they 
^:ur>^^^i her, and as slie was looking in ht:r glass at that moment 
she saw the Devil and was so Iriglitened that sfse went out ot 
licr muid- At tlic saint Lime tbv worthy knight ihoroughly 
approved of ' Sumiay clulhes ' within ttfOcli^ation+ and related 
bow a lady was piirolt'Scd because she kept her best eJothos for 
and vDtls. and rcftis^Kl to wear ihem to church. 

Tbf: Good V^'ifc nc.^ turns to the subject of marriage. She 
WELstis no s^mtiETient over it. but conicnis livrsdf with tdJing^her 
daughter to des^dsc nO man who does har tho hrniQnr of w tahiog 
in many her; to avoid ail swevy about the matter, but to Oisenss 
the olfflT widi her fri+imbi; aiiEt to be diso-cfit in her behasirw, 
Morruigcs were, Indeed, for the most pzirt a matter of arvange- 
meut, lu which the fediitgs o| the bride iwrc- very little con¬ 
sidered. In particular a wealthy. Liciress was regurded 
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St valtmhlc pmpcrty to digjiosn of and a good i/svestincnt to 
itlitain. It Vfas not unnsnaJ, for parents to arr.injie mnrriages 
fw their chihfren while they were n\]\ infanrs ; even the actual 
marrisige ceremony was someEiincs performed «-|ten the briile 
and liridngiiooRi ivere so yount; that tlsc)' Lad to be carrietl t« 
the chnirh and could not cepeat all the words oI the Sicrvice, 
Snell raarriaijis, it is mie. were not b millng i( ii^. parties did 
nut agree %ili{£n they eame to a proper ago^ but as tluit tvas 
twiclve in the case of girls ami fomtwn for boys, they wfift 
not likely to have very clear idc-as about the subject or to rrsLl 
the wishes of their parents. As such a moiriage of hifatits Was 
□niy a [ireliminary to lliu real marriage, so wdinaiy nianiagirs 
wiTO preceded by the ceremony of betrothal, when the man aiul 
woUiun took otlifr"s Imiifl jinU, in thr, presence tif wiinejsej. 

di'ctarerl their desire to take one another as man ami ttife. 
Lisuiilly ctitihmtinj; the oceasttm by aji cirdinnge of gifuj. Suth 
a betrothal was neatly ns liimlmg as an airiual marriag^e, ami 
indeed U a Lctrothed wufuaJi nuirtiftl another man her on'ginaJ 
partner could Icgiilly chuni her from hi-r liusbantl Tlic actual 
inarna^t csreniony verj' tu tluit flaw in use in the 

English Church, excopi that it was [JeiforTOitd at the church- 
porch, and it was only alter the ting had hirwi plated upon the 
biule's finger that the wedding party entered the chuicli for 
Mass and additional lirajrers. The wedding was made tm excuse 
for feasting and jolUty, cspw.ially dancine, the uiifortimate 
bride beuig exjiccled to damie with any man who asked her, 
fl tiruiR and unpleasant duty, a-s oiffii Imme w;is kept, and many 
obfeclioiiable dionicters came Jot ih,; s^kc of the excitement 
iuid drink. 

Once mamcif tho first duty of a wife was tn Ixr meek ond 
obedient to her husband. Thi Knight of La W, to impress 
this on his daughteni, IvlU i^vt-ml stories, inrladins une of a wife 
who kept conlTodlctiiig liir huslrand in the presence of strajiRcrs. 
timij at last hr knocktil hrr down and iimke hw now. which 
coinpictdy spoOl hiT btyiuty. It U signilirant that the Knight 
does uui blame iLr husbatnl or even think it necessary to excuse 
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his aclign. Thir ideal aife vras the patirni Gri^kls. whose stoiy 
bt told by Qiattccr's Clerk ol Oxford ; raised from poverty to be 
llie wik of a great Sfarquttss, her obedience U tested by him in 
a variety of ways^lte is compelled to give up her children 
(to be slain, as she belicvesK to give up her wealth and position, 
and rvrn to act as servant to the neiv wife that tiie ^larfyK-ss 
liectants he is going to marry; aJJ of which she does without 
a Tnummr, for wliich her husband praises iier ami graciously 
KStotEs her to her former position. Griseltla, to modem eyes, 
is a worm and no worn an : Chaucer himself, though be teU& 
the story ciiarmingly. jirotcsts .igaiiist suc!i taeckness, but 
medieval men with less sense of humour snlcuuily held her up 
As a pattern for their wives to follow. Tin: w'iveg, lujtvif\'er, seem 
not inffiqncntly to iiave preferri'd to model tfieniscivrs oil 
Chaijuvr’s far from patient \Mfc of Balli. Tliat great womaii 
Iiml hve hushands, and had nilcd them all with a rtnl of Inni 
—Of ml her w'itii a loiigoc of brass, and frankly delighted in the 
way in w liicJi she had lornumted, bulUcd, and tricked th«ii; 
yet slif professes most ailiuiralioTi and even aileclfon for I lie 
iiosbiind wtio boat her and kfiocked her down. The rigid of 
a husband to beat lus wdfe, within rvaskni. was recogniecd long 
after the mrclit-val perlud ; nor was the law in early dayn so 
lender toivt^s nagging ami scaiidnl-mofigtring wnitieii as 
Hiiwaday-s ; ‘ scolds ' and gosai|K who annoyed their neighhontx 
could be brouglu befoie the focsi) court and pmibhed, imiully 
by being ducked in a convenient pond—tlic fill bier iht- bruer— 
or gagged with a blank. 

Whether she was the patient slave, ihc loving malt or the 
nagging master of licr imsbimd. Lhc iniiTirtii wumau was not 
likely to be idle, TIjo Good Wife has miieb (o say nj the dutio 
of tlic misiiess of (he house. To bt-gin with, there was the caro 
of the servants, who must be LrcaUd fairly. nrilJier too strklly 
HOT loo easily; they were rot to be allowed to idlr, auij thev 
were the more likely to work wdJ if tbrir mistr™ scl them 
a good example and worked witii Uitni, Ef sin Ubiigcd to the 
mHliUe-dass and Jived in iho oourUty the would look after tlie 
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hrrb garden, hc-lp with such work ajt ]isi3''niakingi go into market 
with biittcr.'checst, eggs, poultry, and *o forth, tnjike midt and 
brew ale, andp presumahty^ do most ol the cooking, i^veii in 
the houses of the upper ciass the bdks had a knowledge of 
rookery, and occasionally put their knowledge into pmctice. 


I hf as CwJt : c, i4Sj. 


The Knight of Lu Ttiur tdls how a ceriiiin tiobk knight^ wlic 
on A lijng voynge abroad, t'atne back with two gowiui 
y ialesl fashiLiii as prwnts for hw tw’o nieces. He went 
nc of thimi^ bnt she Ximk so Song Taaklng hetseXE mmtt 
got tired of wailing and rode ofi, in ilUgiist^ to see 
other; she wa^ making bri-ad when he arrived, bnl 
^le heard his voice die ran out,^ with her hands 
flour, and embraced hitn^ qK>logi2ing (or her a|Jp«arancci t he 
1^34 h 
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was so pleasc-d aL het display Of aJIccitcpn that Ite graver h'ir botl] 
the gonTL§, Evrn wlttn they did not ^0 so far as to malt^ tlic 
brad, grrai ladies would make sweetmeats and cgnservis from 
fruit, and and scented waters froin Rnwerfi. Also they 

were skiiled in comiXiuniiing mcdiiiines from herbs^ which they 
adtTsinL'tttf<Hj to iheir hottsehold:i and to iheir poorer neighbours 
—the Lilly of the manor bdng often the unofEetal doctot of the 
\iUagi% Wotnen of hiwvr degree folloived thrii e^iampki. and 
ihen? miJiy uld ' wm womefi" w^linse siiii|}l<£ rcmedit^« 
based on ihc cxjimmcc and tod it bn at trenturics, were more 
ciilisriive, and even more SckntihdalJy somid, than the feareomc 
coiupouniis fjJ the professional physicians. V\''omeii are even 
found wcasEonally in the Middle Ag« firactislng 1$ do:tors, 
though m^tuniilly the men did iheir fw-^l to supprrss iIiltil 
TJ ie chid occupaiinn uE wumm, hnwcvcTH W’as fpinntnt;^ 
ii-wliig^ and (iitihfoidity. So universal was spinning tlai 
' spinfitfT ‘ becanie the general legal dmriplinn t^f any woniau 
who had no partlrtilnr rank nr trade an{l wa5 independent— 
tliat is to say tinmairicd, fof in the eyes of the Law^ a rnarried 
woman had practirolly no citistiMice apart from her hiisband. 
Tnuctkaily all the yam nr wool I cm Shrad li^sed for weaving was 
?piin in private bouses, and tin; money eomed by the wnmenfolk 
hy sphiniiig wasw vaJtiablt additiofi |o the in^cmif; of the peasants 
and faraurrs^ Must of this tfirad wn.^ spun wiih the tUfttaff 
and spiiidte* thnugb wheels, tiinted by hand^ came into use in 
ihe fourlrvnih cepiury. and the modem typo of spiiming-whceh 
wurki^ by the fcNjt, wa% invented in tho dxloenth century. Tho 
dl^tafl WTis a rod, at imr end of which a mass wool (after 
h-iiig cleaned and ^cardi-d* wt combedJ was fastened ; a little 
of the wool W 4 S drawn otii and twisted between the hngers to 
form A thread, which was fastcrntil to the s]:iincile ^ tills semrd 
both as a w-eight to keep Xhe lU^t^ad stretcihed and a rt»el to wind 
it nil- The dbtaff was thfriiiscpa.r.ible companifin o! the medieval 
dame, as lQiittiiig-necdlK& of her muduni descendants 

during the yearv of the t^rreat War' it could be carried under 
th* anit qr thrus 4 into the w^ist-beltr and formed on occosIdq 
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a. liscjul wciyjoii oj; ijfipiicc, particiilnrJy lor tJmdng of huA- 
baod$, 1XS jnedlujval artiste to show: ii iKrcame the rcoog* 

tiked &>7iibol of Wofiiiws, and ota a king was Utuied with a stepLre 


Ri&htfM^i£i^i£viws : ikt ihtt^ids in/ fht n^arfy 
a if A fA# bnS-sfitif^rd tkfi 

pamd fA«3i* 13^ «nfii/y, 

hi hw liand* so a distiiXl of oi gilt wxjod wjs placed irt thft 
colS m fif the 5Jin?<:iis of Tiajice. WTic tlirr Hngliali q iieem held the 
dtskafl tn dciith ts net known, huL that they did tn thdr lifeline 
is cortaiit^ and Di^iinor of Casthe, Uie graeiaus queen of Edward 
[:iractise4 tJie lurthcroj: L ol weaving. Generally ^ipeaking, however^ 
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weaving W'as done bv men, imd we may assume that ^tiE materials 
woven by and title ladies were either tapestries, siik 

ribbons^ or Is^ht slufTs possesainfr henuty ralher than strength. 

Kiturally the care of ciiLldren was not the least of lLc tnatriciil 
womLin's tasks: but osir Gtxwl Wife dismisses tliis subject us 
a coiiplo of vcrsi“S—uoe to the cllcct that if cluLdren arc dis¬ 
obedient you should not curse ihcTn or box their ear^, but Lake 
' a smrrt roddo ' anii beat Llicm till tliey cry tor mercy; the 
olher .‘iflvising the rnotliBi. as soon as daaf^titers are born, to stmi 
saving up for th^ tr marriage, arid to get them married off as 
s^sou as thty ait? aid enoii^h, Tiie an^iiety o( English parents 
ic get rid of their eluJdren was unfnvoin-ahly commeot^^il upon 
by Italon visHor^ fci tfie sJxlccnlii century, wliu nutird with 
surjirise that the E;igljsh w^otdil s*:rfu! ihnir children of sev^n tsf 
eight years old to be bmitglit up In great hcinsdinlds (tb*! to|iiivn- 
lent, as tve Uavt si^en, of nuMlim boardin^N^iools) or to be 
appreqUeed to some tmilc. Tiiy eiloeat3<»ii of girls iu the ^liddlo 
is a subject about which not a gtrsil deal h ktiiWvn. Owing 
to the niwcfio-' of uuy [cutitutions hir t!:ifk corrpstiotiilitig to the 
gramtnar'sciiools for hoy$, it i^ probable that few womcm of the 
middJe and luwtr cksi 4 .=g hail any kind o| education, On the 
other hand, in ihe Tintile ami wi-jlthy classes of society thr pm- 
portion of ?irh w ho read and write was high. In mtclicval 
roniances and pJciLres fadii’S are coaslanEly represented 
reading book*, and the privete acmuntv of tite royal hnn$t^linlil 
horn tlw dat's id ELdvraril i dowTiwMril^ c^intaln many entries of 
the purchase nf ' A B Cs \ wTiring-tabk'is, and sn forth for thi- 
V'ljung prinasiit's iiml oJ IkkiUs for the ipn^^ns and either ladies. 
Many nunnetirs acp'ti as lH>.irdii]g^:hf>oU for young iadiesH but 
the IT ifistfuctirju wxi probably limited to the irading and writing 
of I nglwh oml of hVLiicb {' uf Simifotd atie-Bowe ' milio* than 
oJ Paris, as Chancer sap uf hb Prioress), few iiiins tiiiving any 
knowledge of Utin, so tliat sd^nci- and ^Id leamJjig w^ out 
of ihch roadt. Whib it is tnlerestiiig 10 ti<rte that the hm 
medicval dranuthl was a tiun^Hm^witiia of Gatitierilie-im— 
and lliat some uf the most cfiarmlng ^Imrt romances Were written 
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ifi the twcyih century by .Marie £c Franct, thef»‘ is hartUy 
another woman author of any notOt with the exceptiott <>f 
ttiiristiiiD dc Pisan (ai the end of the {ourteentb cEiiltiry), to bo 
found in mcdievxi Europe. 

Returning to our Ciwd Wife, we find htn wanting her daughter 
not to he jealous if she sees her neighbour belter dressed than 
licrsell, and not to spend more than her hilsband can afford 
over dress. As wc might expect, the worthy Knight of La Tour 
lias a good deal to say on the subject of dress; Uitc most ineti 
he could not see the sense of vi-omen putting fur tound tiie 
bottom of llitir shirts, where it draggtxi in the mud and only 
kept their heels warm, instead of round the mote delicate parts 
of I heir bodies which rajuited protection from the cold; but, 
tinlilce many men. be did not prclcntl to lay down the law about 
foshioRS for any womicD cxci'pt liis own daughters and tiis house- 
bold. To liis daughters bis sensible advice wai that tliey should 
(ullow the approved faalnons worn by jKfisons of good standing 
and no I try 10 katl them by aping those fligiiiy women who 
were for over adopting new and iimuodest costunies. .V oentuiy 
rnrlirr. Bvriliohi of Ratisbotl, the most brilliant of nuxlirvid 
preachers. Itad denuunted the love of dress 85 the chief snare 
for women's souls: 

* [n order that ye may compafi® men's praise ye spiud all j>oiir 
bbour on your garmenls—tm your veils and your kirtles. Many 
of vou pav as much to the serTipstfrai as the cosiV of the clutii 
itaelf ; tl must fiavc riuirlds on the ihuidders, it must be Bonnet'd 
and tucked all round the briu ; it is not enough for you to show 
vouf pride in vour very biiitorilioir*. hilt you must aliiO send your 
fret to hcU by special tomwnts, yc trot the^ way and that way 
with your tinu srilchings. Ye busy yourscb'cs with your vcil&, 
ye twitch them bithtr, yt twitch them thither; yu grid th^ 
nfifc and there with gold tliff ad ; ye will spi^nd a good six mmtllK 
work on a single veil . - - M'bf n ibou shonJdcst be busy ui the 
bouse with samelhing needful for the grxulmiui, of for thyself, 
tii thy children, or thy EUesii. then art thou busy instead willi 
thy hair, ihoo art careful wlu^Hwr thy slaves sit wxLI. or thy wU 
ot thy licadclre$$p wht^rcwitlj thy whole time ts fmetL 

To attempt to deal wjili the changing fasUiotis in womtn'a 
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dic^ ilurine Tivc himiirrd j'cars in tilKiut nitniWr tif 

wnrfk would Ik". alrstutl, nor ciin ajiy ainount oi d^dptlori be 
^ sAtlsfactory as a fc^v pklute^, so tliat the illualmibtui In ihh 
hmk mny be li:ft to spciik iur i]u'nifij5lv4£= in this mattsr. In 

oui- i\nt\g imly Ihe Udks canst^ent tlimn^hout tht* whok- 

|.M.trk]iJ. uJid tlmt was in wearing long only fw^a^an! 

Women whu wjjT[i.eti hi iIh* lulik wott skirts above ibtk ankles, 
even quiie yutuig children wn^f long skirts: which b ratbcf 
teinnLrkiible when one Cijnsrkkrs the tVhhy state? of the roads 
aurl iivm of the hwjrs^—but fashions arR nut, or at any rate wei^ 
not, affected by consaleraiiuijs of ctxnimnji'SonS';?- T\m b par- 
rieiiliirly obviotis in tlir case of the head-siressai nf the tiftcirnth 
ceitiLiry, Uw. ficriod fil t!iv greatest Luxury' and extravagance in 
clfess. At xiih time ladkt of fashion wtiu in for rtiE^rmousi beud- 
dfcss^, like grt'jxi hfinw. projecting iipwanb and ^lutwaJuk, $0 
tlmt itiey votilil with dilitcuUy pas» ihrougli an oirlinary dtwjT j 
a Utile later llit?i^' twin horns gave way to a tow^ering tteepla m 
cxlingiushuf sba|j^;d hearl-dfc^> with a veil attachf^d, Preacbem 
denouticeel th^.m in vuEn. satiric wrot^ rhvirtes, bidding 

women cust their liornt away, wilhnuE L-ffect. but il would seem 
I bat when im-vemu street nrehms twik to booling and jeering 
at their wcarprs tht: fasblnn fell out of favour. With these 
sueple luradMlrcsscA wjirtt aomlnrr ^trjngir! freak nf fashion^ the 
plucking out nf all the front hair, so as to carry the faiebfad 
right up oil io the 1ij|) nf the head, proilncing an i?ffect wltich 
wsis ftitle'll adiuiixd at the tinic but b very tmatCracuve to modem 
eyes. At t>lhi^r ^itrrKMls it was fii-dikmahle to have lutisscs ol 
hair, fiTid thoS4^ wh*> were m>l so favoured by natuiKE; used false 
hair, iind ^ven wooL And M iill Ijnii^ the use of face paints njid 
powdifrf v, [iA couimrjJi, 

SutrJ] fiwJiioniibln follies did not greatly affect the lespectable 
mid^Uo dasi tt^ which our Gtiod Wife belonged, but they h^ld 
their ^wn weaknr^^s^, and Jt :jtiund» rather strange to os to iind 
her ajilvii^g \m d^tighrcr not ia get drunk often : 

Aii<l if thou be in place where* good aje Is on In-fte-* 

Wfie tiler tbal thou serve thereof^ or tliat thou sit soft„ 





The Steeple fttad^resi ; f, T470 
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Moderately thou take thcreoi that thou fall in no blame^ 

For if thou be oft dnmk It fallcth thoe to ^haing^ 

For they ih^t be olt drunk, 

Thrift is fr&m tlicmsiuik, 

My flcar child. 

There is, however* plenty of evidence that women frequente<l 
the taverns as men did : often quite hiumoiessty* for the medieval 
was the equivalent of the modem tea-shop. Moreovef. 
many of the tavenis wcie kepi, and ptactiealLy all tlic aie iras 
brewed, hy womm. These at&-wives wxre nulorions for their 
trick£T>^ aiLlLiUcrating the ale an J selling by false measures. 

Another trade that was almnst entirely hi the bands of 
women was the silk industry. The rich and spltuidid ^ilks, 
sal ins. velvets, and damasks ^mrn by the wealthy vecto prsLC*^ 
tically* aU imported, mostly from the East, but smaUiT silk 
such as ribbons and girdles, were wov^ Ljv Uie women, 
who w'cro also skilled at tjuibroidcry, and girU of genllf bhUi 
occasionally Ivamt the art as apprcutk:c:& to ihcsv sUkwomen. 
Tlie numbtTT of wrimen who w^i-irc in trade in oiiv way ur another 
in llte Middle was considctable, though in many cases they 
seem to have been I he widou^ or dnughlerit of men who liiid 
faundtjd the hiisini5i;>, and Uicy probably kft itio=tt o( the aclual 
management to a forematL M the traJi^ gilcbi aeem to have 
admitted wumeu as member^, ami I hey often kept small rriail 
shops and still nioro of ten liQjd sut:h p^firMk as fiih rind vegetable* 
or fruit at stalls m the tmukets. Occusiortally ihcy are found 
iiclping w'dii the Ics** laborious diili^ at the mines—such as 
washing the ort!—but jt was kfi to tljc eighlOTith and nineteenth 
centuries ±0 expluiLi Lhe cheap lalKjtir uf ivnmiui and children in 
the slavery of miiijjs and factories. 

As wGiiicm shiitcd hi lhe labours of the men, so i!u?y also 
Joined In the Jr aitiusecmiitb and sport, parviculnrly in liaw'kiug 
aiul hunting the deer, shooting wilb a ligliL bow aJiti catching 
rabbits with tlur aid oI nets and femts. Naturally, alSQ, thL7 
played their in ijic gentler fonm ot amiii^ement^ dancing, 
singing, and music, boUi indoors and even morv uut^de in the 
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fidJa or Ladies spent tiUif;Ii of their kisuic tinw in 

llidr gardens' and medieval arti$ta loved In pictunr them there, 
talliiDg, singing, or gathering flovram and weavmg them into 
chaplets for the adornment of their heads, Tlien. wlien oppor¬ 
tunity offered, they would attend Such eseiting events m 
tournaments, encoiiniping the iwrformere and tcwaiding the 
succefiiM knights by giving them prires, 
usually jewels. Somotimes they would fake 
part ill a form of lournamcnt m 

which ^X■ cas^tlt was sfit up to bfi 
by kdies, who u^ed flowers the mbsiles 
willt which they bombardtcl the aitackiJiK 
knights. Nor were they Lnisapablc of taking 
part in sterner warfaru. Apart from the 
exceptional of Joau of A^c^ there wt^e 
plenty of lost Alicea of hidifs who, it they 
did not I^ad thdi Iniops into battle,, at kasr 
delcrtdvd their ogamst At lack, such 

as Sidiola.i lit U Haye, who gtdlantJy held 
Luicoio Castle for Uie royalists Jii 1217* 
and Lady Joan Pc’limiri, whu trpt Povcftscy 
Qwde fur H* iir>' IV in 1399^ 





who with slotu-s and boiling water kept the bcoU 

imm storming the walk of Qtiliih- 

In hive and war. in t!ie house and the held, m srmt anti 
busitte^, medWvaJ vvomcii plaved their pan with I he men* 
charms to Ih^ir acuviti*:^ lo a OiSKi^ not ^ very inferfor to that 
o! women at the pi'rsent day- 
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In the second hsklf of the nineteenth century and down 

to the beginnkig of this present centUA' it tvos quite usual to 
find that a large proportion of tlic iuliubitaDtH of the smalEer 
vUlages had n<iver been twenty miJes from their imti^^c pajish- 
It might nntw^di}' be suppo^d that if thisa was true m days 
when roads were good and railways had been buEt all over the 
country the proportion of un travelled Em'tisiimcin W'Otdd have 
been very much greater in medievaJ limes, Bui this was far 
from bqitig the case: men In the Middle Agtrs tta'^-'cllcd auJ moved 
abotit tlic country more iJian they ^hrl in. mor^ recent tinu^- 
Apart front those wikom w'o may coll professional wanderers— 
tlie chapmen or podtsr^^ tramping the eauntry' with their 
the strolling musidans, arrubats and phiyera, beggars, and so 
(orT-h—die ordinary^ villagers had many rca.sons for going ouldde 
their parish bounds. Pilgximages, of wtitdi w"c ^haU have mote 
to say^ drew many even to cro^ the seas^ and as a rule all piou^ 
partsiiioner:* were expect od to go to die cathedrul, or some other 
great church, ot their dioceso, on one or more sjiecial festlvid!^ 
of the year, "nken the law compelkd a great number ol free¬ 
men, the reeve amj four men (rom each vilh and vudous jurors 
and otlier^ to atterMi die Cuunty Court. If war broke out-— 
amJ dicre were few' y^oars in which there was no war— 
able-bodied man in a wide district might be hurried off to repel 
an itivasiun^ and in uny case a considemlkk nil tuber of men 
w^ould be <^ed up from all i>vnr the country to muster at some 
particular place, and possibly to go across the sea in France 
or FlEuiders. The great fairs* also* where alone it waa possible 
to buy so many thingi that dm villages, and even the towns, 
did not produce, acted as mugnets lo draw men from near and 
far. on dndir own budiiess or on bt^kdl of their mananal lords, 
fn almuiSi every manat there weit men who held land in return 
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tuT which they hM to dn carrying servEce wHtk cans cr pack- 
htirses* wUiti might involve jesumevs of consiJymble length. 
Giciil landowners, cibo. had estates m hitlf a damn diltcti^t 
cOUntiCiS, and l>«tvvce-n these estates there was a cootinuaJ move- 
meat of bljoarers, bringtng pre^visiots to the majior at which 
the lord happened to be, oi moving catllc ^rom one maiaor to 
stock anoihej. 

cubing to the lack of any distribuimg orgauijuation ihe difficmiy 
of feeding a greal botiseh^d^ owtside such gribat ports :iS LopdinTi,^ 
wn 5 . serious. This was one of the rvasous why the royal cour^ 
w’hctt ai \Vi:5tTnin5tcr or Winchestet is usiLiUy found moving 
rapiEily tlirongh ilie cotmtiy. rarely staying more than mo or 
three days En one plivce 'I'he early TlanUgonets in particular 
movxd about with a rapidity which k ajtonkhing, sugeesUng 
rather these days of motor-car^ than the Imurely d^ys of Iiunher- 
ing wagoini. An unhiippy member of the crnirl □! King Henry II 
hjis left a vivid desizriptiun nf the di&combrtt of Jolltming that 
lesitc^ monarch ; how tiie king wmild announco lik intetition 
of :itoppkig at iKjrne town and thru would ^dilenly change Ins 
mind ami pusli on to some imall placep wiierc lal* sirrivals would 
find all the kHlgings occiipictli and all ihn foot! commamleeriid ; 
when at Last they had found a place to teat and some thing to 
cat, ihc order w'Duld come to move oo-t things that had liaitily 
been impackdl would have to corded up and tlic 

WTCtdvf^rl courtiers would have to moimi ami ridcn l«avtiig their 
meal still cooking- King John rescmhiitl hk father in the 
rapidity of his movemenls- WhcOi on the othi^r hond^ the 
court did si'itic down for a Imgirt stay the neighbmtrhooa 
suffered ; all surplus provisions we^rc ^vin itscd op, and tho pqv^ 
^ purvcTOi^ —the offieefs charged wifh the duty of ublfliniiig 
—scjrcd what they wanted ami paid whiii tliey^ chose, 
wiiidi was often nothing. In Saxon days arfangcnierits had 
been made by which a number of royal mam>rs* instead of 
paying money rents, had to provide fotJcl and lodging lor the 
king and his retinue lor one or more nights every ycir+ Hik 
idea was coined alter the Conquest by ^me of ibe nobles, and 
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wc find helJ by the stmce al cntmamln^ the lorrl 

a ofttain niimbeT qI times or on sfi&ciBed 

The retinues of the gmat loitb Viete larirCp often enoitnous. 
Even Jiucfi comparatively humble persom as archdeacons, when 
making thdr parochial visitations, had a iiiray of traveliing with 
a train o! twenty or thirty horsemen, whom they expected ihe 
local monasicrie^ to lodg'c and feed free of chari^c. TMnccs and 
nobles Would think nothing of tnveiling with tw'o or three 
himdrr^d petainers. \Mien Thomas Beckci; at that time 
Chancellor* wns scnl on an embassy To France in 115S, he had 
two hundred knights^ clerks, esqnircs, and nobleyouifis, splendidly 
attired and moimlefL, each with hb owTi servants : besides Ihesc 
there wxru eight great carts drawn by fiive horses» with a man 
to vLich horse* in addition to the driver, twelve pack-horses with 
1 lieir gnjornsn and men with watdi-doga, greyhounds, and hawk;?, 
h h fKi wonder that thePrcnch W'ene imprcsseii with ihe magriifi- 
ceiTCL' of tlie English king, rvhose chancellor travelled with tuc^h 
a retinue. 

The existence of this contintial flow of irafhc from one jwt 0/ 
the country to anottier suggests llial iherc must have been an 
eEatorate and cTficicitt system of roads. Such a system tlia 
English ow^od fo vile Romans, whose habit it w^as to cuusttnet 
in all parts of their empifE 3 netw'orfc of splimdld roads, by which 
they cnuld move their troops rapidly from one place to anothcT. 
The Romans were a ifioroughty practical race, and had brought 
the Kifince of euginwrinj; and road-hun<liiig to a high pitdi wf 
excclknce. Their roads were most cTahoralcly construe tod, the 
surface in soine eases being paved with stone^ and were buiit 
to last: whidi they did so eBretuaUy that they remained in 
tise all through the Middle Agi:js, wken ihe art of road-making 
had been completely lost. In a^lditioIl to these buLli roads, carried 
across the country from town to town wtih 
accufacy and dircorness, there wore in ihv hilly districts * ritlge- 
ways* and tracks running along the crests of the hUls. tisually 
pr^Roniau in orvE^in, hixt often improved by tins Romiuu. Aa 
to the !cs^ roads, connecting the great highw^ays with one 






Olil London Bridge. 

U tlic 5olJ a bi?avy day theris was uiitch ram* tbs traveller 
y,ho^ hyr=c w.i 5 i not o^cceptionally powTerful ran cCiTiiSsdeta.bl<? 
riHlt of being bogg.otL 

Tlw diiel obsucles to trsfnc wieru ri^xts anrJ streUAS. In the 
«Ailie9t times these could only be crossed at points where they 
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J with eutlyicg viUages, they were not so much roads 
a:, oi Ijind left for ihc passage of traffic. If the ground 

wns stony and the weathvr lairty cli^' they would be passable , 
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Were shallowV W niejuis o£ larrii; these were incon^'eniant ami 
dangt'TOUS wlieii the waters were si%’ollen by miuh rala, anti 
under Ujc Rtnuanf many fords were rL*pLaced by bridges. The 
jraportance of hridgefi w-as so well recognized by the Saxons 
lh.it one of tJie • thrre necessary duties' imposed upon all land- 
owners w'as the repair of bridges. In Liter times the uifitience 
of tin? Cliundi was employed In the jaint end; religious gilds 
were formed to build and maintain bridges; biahops granted 
‘ induJgeiiErs reniissiun uf » niatiy days' tJcnance for sins— 
to iJioso will* cmitribLted njoiicy or talwur for the same purpose; 
and Uemitagrt or small priories, such aa that of ' St. iJartholo- 
tniiv,' of the Caasoway ‘ at Arundd, wtre fcnmdcd. of which the 
bretliren had to collect alms fruin passers-by' for tho repair of 
sliu bridge. To point mit the religious dnty of thus assisting 
wayfari'm, nntl alito to protect the bridge by placing it under 
Ihcgunnliansliip of a particular saint, it was a commoti (nnctice 
lo hiiilil a dwfiel upon the bridge—examples of which Still 
rtmtain at W abefidd and Si, Ives and a few other places, For 
the prulection of bridges^ or rather of the towns to which they 
led, itgaiiut attack, foTtifted towers were sometimes placed at 
one or both ends. Tlie most famous of all English bridges, 
London Bridge, had both chapel and tower, and was also linwl 
on each side wil \\ lumscs, which cweihung the river, and oocasion- 
olly fell down Into it. Tiiis bridge wus begun by a piiist, Peter 
of CDlrchuTch, in 1176, to take the place of an eariier wooden 
bridge which had becrrmc ruinous It was cturied on twenty 
arches {the fml of which was discovered, embt^dud in later 
masonry, in and inidudett a drawbridge, which could lie 

raised ntber for the defence of the city or to allow ships to pass 
London Bridge was justly regarded tJirougbUut the Middle Ages 
ai a treumpb of enginetiring, and continuc'd to he one of the most 
itritini; featuEcv of the city until iis picturesque bouses were 
destroyed m the terrible J-jte of London in t666, During the 
twriod of its csistcnce, ho^sever, it more than once sidfercil 
eunsidaahle injury, the most serious disaster occurring in tiSr, 
when exceptional Irusr and snow led to tlm Lrcatiag of five 
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arclies. Many other imtaric^fl o( brhlgcs falling or ^svoii beiog 
swept ooinplltdy away ant rir<nfiJod* and in spile of the Law 
ami the Churdi they wens often allowed to gel into audi a state 
of diirqmir tlial iliey were a daiigef insteid of a blessing to 
utiwar}- t levellers 

Dangers of another jwrt beset llie medieval tTaveller- 
Whm his noaii ran through w^^tKltd ctmntjy he had to be over 
on his gnanl against altiu^k by wild h*miB or wilder mcit In 
Saxon days Leofstaiip W ho was nicknamed ' Plomstoiie \ twelfth 


^ -r ' 
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abbot of St. Albans, is reeonlod to ha^-e cut down thick wiK>d5 
on cither side of Wathng Street which sheltered wolvesn boars, 
wild bulls, and stags> anti even worse, thieves, n>bhtTS* hrigantlsi 
outlaws^ and lugiiives from justice^ Even as late as taSi wolves 
and ntirJaw^ are coupled together as iixfinin^ sheltered by certain 
wwds which the Abbot of Gloecc^lcr w^as litensed to cut down * 
ami if wolves ccasetl soon alter that date 10 be a serious micnacc^ 
robbers continued to flourish for anoilici' centuries or so^ 
A picdicva! eKampte of that picturesque hot unpleasant figure, 
the lughwayman* is found in Mi 7# when a chronkler records 
the arrest of the parson of Woittijun in KorfoUc, who had long 
liauntcd Newmarket Heath and tlitire robbed and spoiled many 
o£ the kind's subjects. He was but one of a very long list of 
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such rabbere. and by no mpana lUc only one in huly orders. 
Thi! most famous, ho^’cver. of all I be mediesTjl gan^ uf highway'* 
men were ‘ ihc rgblwrs of Aliou who {nfest^j the wood^ 
valley ihrough yvhitti Lhe high road runs to \Vineli«lt£r, and 
lerroti^od the coimliysido in the dnj^ of Uemy If]. Por some 
years they earned on tbdr tw'il practiees with imptituty, pillaging 
merchants, both furcinn aiifj EuglJsli, with much piufjt to them* 
selves : blit at lost tliej- waxed so bold as lu ieiM tlte king's 
wine oit Its way to VV Lnclivstir- Henry's rage was imbt^unded ; 
Justices were appointed to discover and punisl) the nffi.'tiders; 
the hrst |ur\'» who refused to denounce a]ivb<HliV| w'ert clapped 
into prison; a second Jury, womtij by tile fate of their pte- 
decessoFS, math: a full report, ijirrimiitatiug all classes from poor 
pcii^ant women w'ho had cooked food for the outlaws under coni'- 
pulsion, up to membcTS of ilic king'sown household, and itmltuiing 
some of the wisilthitsi merchants of Wiodtsler. A good tiumbcr 
of offenders went eniight and lumged, others fled, forfeiting their 
property, others were fined, the wt«sd* on either side of the 
ronid were cut down, ,iiid the pass of Altuit fust it.<i terrors for 
w.tyfarcrs- 

With the exception ol those who, for nsasuns of poverty, 
fared on foot, pracdcilly everybody travelled on htti^^back. 
Eviai the mo«t part of merchand^e was carried by pack-horses., 
For a mmt to ride fij a cart was a mark of indignity or ill health! 
Prisoners and wounded men tniglif be placed tij cani—lumber' 
mg, spniigless affairs with toassivi: wheels, of which the rims 
Were studded with large-headed nails. OccasiumiMy an old or 
sick man might travel In a litter, a sort of covered-m stretcher, 
to the polls of ivhicli horses were harnessed, one in front and 
one behind ; in such a littcf. glittctmg with paint and gilding 
ami cualimncd atjd cuminrd with rich silks, Edward 1 set out 
on his last jounurj' to Scotland. Udicatc ladies also would 
SDiuclirees iourney in stale coaches-great ftmr-wheokd wagons 
With arched coverings of painied cani-as. drawTi bv half u dnjsen 
ho™. With these exceptions aU tode. The ladies, as a rule, 
rode Sidc^ddic. except when iiuntiue uf for any other reason 
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riding iaal. %vIihi ttcy wiiuJd ride aslrida. Hms ivJicn ih® 
Empress Maml vas relKarini; titm W'iiuJiestcr. ber escort, fiml- 
ing lb»l tlm enemy wefc piii'&mng, ihsiiinMl llu-t sbe sJhmiIcI pul 
licf leg over Lbe Siwldie-bow, ha iL impossible to go fast 
sitting Riclewjiys, WVimen oi lowtir rank also swun iismijly to 
have riftileu astriik, as in a (iunuus tilte«itU-v«atur>' series of 



A friwito lit 41 : 145^' 
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dni%iiri4;s iif Chancer s cliaJ^iKr^. while !l« ruleiK sidis- 

yray^i thu Wifi: uf Bath sit> Aiitntbi 

In mtiditval Kngiafl'-i, aa rtp.?^v in the hM\ ^tul iit tlio coluiiifes^ 
bn&(>3TaJuy was rccjagniKc^l ^ ^ virtiiie jxid a duty Hie bciih;liiL»d 
truvcllcf Ti'Hght usnully (cdl iiAatiieil of ^ ft! tiny 

hoiisi^ 3t whicl) he lifc^ to bm^^k. maucaJiy Uiir worinih 

l? 5 ^ ^ 
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Amt com fort of his v^-c j ftonii! woidd tTuy great iy. TLe nioTi[i 5 rcri(^, 
ill ptiriTCijIarp actefi as For th*: ^enlthyj suit^ casual wards 

for tike sf^ecLil^ buildings U'lng set etpart for The recepLion 

ol travdlers, In all the towns and along the inam roads there 
w^cre TegiilaT iims and hoatelrEcSi where a bed of a kinih or, if 
the house wutc cnjwdcfJ, a share of a bed could be ubtabird iuid 
also food antip alKn-i: ull^ drink. They nut lu^cuiiLHis^ bat 
the medioval ttuvcUer was not particular, and if liis bed was 
well snpplhHl with dean straw and fajjly tree I rum be 

i:oQntcil hiTiiscIi lucky. 

It w;is at the Tabard Inn in Siutfiwark that Chaucer's coni- 
ptvny uf thirty persons assfirnbted to set lurlli on their pil^fimage 
to Cunleibury. As fttfcady lucntioncd, pilgnma»es were ntw 
of tlae main infcnTivcs to travel in the Mkhltc Ages 1"hc instind 
of berj>woralup. which leads us ticwadays to vm Stratford- 
oii-A\'on to see Shakespeare's huLJ&u, to go to FortsjTUJut]i and 
gaj^a upon the ^pot where Nut*rjn fell on t>oifd Use Vid<^\ or 
to thnisi uur&rdvqs fanv;ird that we may acquire the anlograph 
oi some famous cricketer or aetckr, was b the 31[dd]e Agea con¬ 
cerned entirely with ruligion. tTenuiiic adjiiiratiufi of the lives 
of holy tnen and wonsL-n ieil in the first place to the desire to 
possess, or ut least to see, olijects that had Ueloiigeii to them—^ 
a comb, a pair of sht^ or a girdli:, or, butter ^tltl, a Itxitli or 
a iMiie from their bodies. Tlicn grew up ilw belief tliat ilic&e 
qtijects hail in some way laherilcd ihu virtiic* ami (Kuwer^ of 
dieir Saintly oivnurs, am] Uiut lhrQUgl:i iltetn tiiimclus wen^ 
wrmight. This belief, encouraged by the Church, look n firm 
hold on the popular imogLialion ; such relics placed tn 
shriacs, daboralely carved and glittering with gold auJ jewels, 
w'Jfich bceatne the diiel ornumenls and rliicf tent res of ^levotirm 
kn ihe churches. Asttitaiiliiug curtss weie perforrue-l ufxin ihe 
sick and diseasi-d wlm wonjiijppcd at these ilirine*. perhaps by 
the merits of thr samts or perhafni by the f jith of ihr ivorahlpf ers, 
oxid the iHftvs of such mirodua wua |nthlUli«i far and ivide, not 
without exaggemtiun. by llie dergy. who umk thervirom no 
small profit in the olleriiigs of piotes visitcir^. W Utn once a shrine 
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hud gained a repntatim fnr miraf-ks a atenly strt'arn ut pitpiniiti 
wmitd tmv imvartSs it. Kot all the pitgrims were seeking bfKJUy 
h^lth : more ^^x^e concerned to oh tain tlie spiriLusl hent'Jitji 
promisted to those who worship^k^d.antl gave munoy, at tic sLifiae$ 
—h$je many days rtla^atiun of penajiccT them sC" numv vxars 
release Irom pur^ratorj': others wYrre skoiily intent on 

and ^lad to make dev'oijon an excuse fur visiting dbrtant 
towns or foreign lands. On jjtividg at Ihcir di^ihiatujn the 
p^griina would kas^e tlicir luggaj^e \uul hot^es, if such tfcicv 
lx>ss^f55ed, at an inn .ind maki.' Uieir way (o tliL^ elnifcli, wiLefe 
they would wander rositnl, gating at the nioiiiiiTHints and Iniiig 
to puzzle oEit thr: subjects of ih< winch^ws. TUl^ 

fcocpiTa o^ Elie FihHiic would show tlimn the sdirinc itself, pointing 
out jm-eLs diiil Jiiid b&in given by khigs or great nobler, anil 
wollIiI &how thern^ und poiAtbly allow lliem U* ki^s, cenain teljcs, 
telling iht^m ol Ihc miraculous curr-i which had bmn (wrlcintit^l 
Uitifi-., in roLdence of which ihcy would point 1o llw hanging 
towi^ of votive olfiiriiigs—niodnls af !fgs ami arms^ of atid 
so forlli—given by liicpfw: who hatl rteovi-red the mt of thik 
limbs Of been Euvi-ed from sJii[iwrci;k and Qthc^r danger!^ by tJic 
mtcTvutttion u| the ^int» I’hw pilgtiiTTV would jjay ihrir devo¬ 
tions to the saint and iheir aims to tiir‘ kcispcrs of iht ilirinck 
and vrauld then buy leadim ba^lges $iam|> 4 :d wilh the 
ol tlie shfine—^cockleshell for St. Jamci. a W for VValainghninp 
m sjjfyw for St. Eldmiindi or a figure of an ajdtbisitop fur 
SL Tliqinas ol Canisfrlmiy^ Tlicie badges tbey fasterivd in tluir 
bais as ^ns that they had vhiilcdl that particnlat shrine* Malty 
beggars arcumoblctl iptantiti^ of vitth bitdge:^^ and on the 
strength of the fiancttly whkb they Itiul nerjuired by [Hrrforming 
so many pUgrifniig^?!i^ c.\torte4i tindn^-rved nltm fmm ihe dev^oni* 
So in Piits PI<ft£mi^n ig typiraJ pahner^ or pUgjinip b described as 

In piimm's drtss apparelled : he had a staff in his fiand* 
Dounil With broad fs§i like bindweftd twisted round it» 

A Imwl and Ixtg lie b*irc ?it td5 side. 

And on bis hai a huntlred Basks of kad^ 

Mmiy a from Sinai, scallcp^shtils of Spain, 
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Crnss-fef^ys from Komp, anri ititr portraitmc of *'firi£(. 
S^jtivtff Jiis iiiJgrifiugi^ ilw( mfn michl fcnmr hii sainU. 
riit folk rct^tiirtd of fiitti wIiwile fn- had corar. 

’ I■■I0IT^ Sinai \ sap lit*, ‘ and ffom oiir l.oriJ’s Sepulchre, 
Bctlihdn.'ni, Babylon, Alexandria^ ArnTfRia, and Batnascus 
Yp may see by mv iJut iie upon mv hat 

< Slims have i ft>r my sours ttealfJh, 

^Valktng fidJ wide in wet and dry." 

Tjj tinglanif the grealrst of all pDgriniagc centres was tlis 
shrine of 3t. Tlionias Btcket at Canlerban', the ueahh of whkli 
In its aqonunciLLs of gold and jowds at tint lime wJicn it was 
by Henry ^ HI aRtounted li> about a mtllion yuiinds of 
tnodiTn money. An T taliati visaiur in savst 

'The magnificcTice of the lomly of St. Tliotnas thr Martyr. 
Arr|iiii>]|[-,|> of Caiittrbnry, surpiusci iilj bfllef. Tliis, nolwiiii> 
sluiiilinj; its great siw, is eiillrely covert'd ttvrr with plaits of 
pure gofd i but the gold Is scarcely vbfbk from the Variiilv ol 
^tciruis nones with which it is studded, such as sapphirrs, 
diatnoncU, rubJeSi ami emeralds ; and no es'crv side that ihc m'e 
turns, something niorc Lcaiitiful ihan the oilier apjMj.its, And 
IliBU ikcaulks of natare are enhanc*^ bv human sitilj, (or Ihc 
gold isiarvpJ uiuJ eitgravcd in bcaiilifuJ dreiens, both large and 
small, and agates, jad>pcrs. and cornelians **'i ui relief, some of the 
carnros hmi^ of such a si^e that f dare Rut meniioa It. But 
t?\TEryEhin^ i'- Irft ii4r Vk-IuiuI by m fuby^ Tiot ihjin ^ 

thumb nail, which isatt to Ihc rigid of the altar. TJte elmrch b 
tathtff iLttk, sind pcuticulariy ^ wiKrti: the shrine fe pLfLcud, and 
when W'e went to it the stui was nearly gone down and thtt 
weaThcr was cloudy ; ycl i saw tlml ruby as wrll aK if I had It 
ui niy hand ; they say it was the gift uf a king of I'Yance.' 

Hie shrine of tlu! TlJrsscd Virgin at WalHingham almost rr]nailed 
that of SI. Tliomas tn fame ami wealth, and nthcr'^. sijcJt as those 
o| St. AIIkui. 3t. Edward llir <.oiilri3cir at WestrniRStcr, St. 
lidmiHul at Bury, and St. Ctitbbert at Durham wcir not far 
inJcriuf. For tin- more ventunwomc iheri? wt'tc pnFaillUiHw of 
ncquiiing iniicti imtii ami Mime reimution ainnng tlicir less 
travelled tieiglihouR, of the eapeRu* of nntdi discomfort and 
even danger, by visiting shrines in dislanl iutidi NaturoJiy the 
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Tke iuU irf W» l*J> &»<”* *** '>7 fit<nU*tM »!<* tit»!mrgh; 

ik* tt^tia4t4 Jbm th* to^iJ iX4g, Iht E*trttai(* 
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msi filice WAS given to the Ifoty Land ot Fiikstine, wheit t|ie« 
T%Tre 3f> many spnut sanctirted hy llieif cornexMin with the IHir 
of Christ, as wvt[ os ma/iy not so citich ho3y ss interestUtg, such 
as tlie graves ol most of the Old restament vveirthiiij, (he cave 
cuntabiing ihe bciUof Ackin and E\t, ami the piUar uf salt that 
h.id once been Lot s wife- Nestt in sanctity arnj intert-^t coine 
lionic iviilt Im scones of churcfiEsaml thousands of relics. Ciiidc~ 
b™ks to the Ktcrcd sights of Rome were compiled lor the use 
ol pilgrims m least as early as the fiHirtcenth orutUTy, and wtnn. 
no rloiibt, hi gtvai demand, Tlu: tnuil |M)ptditr of alf foreign 
pilerimagcs, liowevcr, was that to lire shrine of St. Tames of 
Comp-wtella in Spain. W'hilesome wirni thiJlier bj- land.' jonmey- 
ing slowly through Hie whole k-iigth of Frattcc" most went by 
«a. and ihc transport of [*i%rinis from Eiigljsli ports to Spain 
was a biisk and prospenms biisine^. No fitiJe <f>uniee must 
have been iiLvdi^ri to face Uic stonriy Bay of Biscay in the little 
imiiit'val sliip^ wliRJi to a modem sailor would seem hardly 
nttirie seawortby Utnn tli- coekli-ificlls which fomnd the badge 
o( the pilgrims ol Si. Jumos. Witli titejt high prows and sierns 
and thoif single mast, carrying a great srpiare sail, the vessels 
of the AtidiUe Ages iuilm iiave harri to tnuidle m any but 
a followmp wind, TlJi tim end of the rcmiiiamtU cnnim-v the 
sremng was done by a great oar, or paddk. fastened on iho light 
SI c o Me filttfi, anii ^UhiiugU ur marinet's pcedki 

w-as known in i|w iwrrJfih cerit.iry, it docs not seem to have 
^n ui common a** umil thn end of tho Middle AfrJS^ 

I lie acconmiwiatloi, on ih.'se sln^i, mitit liave been at best verv 
imiitcd am) cmntf^d, -mil afihmigh .w antesmm wurc :i hardy 
cace. they wwe n.j ujorr* (fw Irr.iii s«t-siclnn.*ss than tbcir descen¬ 
dants. A humorous |ioe| of the tiftfeoth centur^^ h^is left 
a tUwrjptlofi of the wa voysige to St James winch puts the 
trgijbtLs of tlic unliappy pilgnms before us verj- vivitlly; 

Hcri may k'ftve id) {pim?s> 

I iiJit ^(i[\ to Sl ! 

J rtf ^ajiy ik mciri t\ |>nini\-s f -gni:vcii) 

VV bvti ttty 
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Vp'hcn bavv takoi tlift sea* 

M Sandwich. <ir at Wiiichclsca, 

At Bristol or where iJbat it be^ 

Tlieir licarls bq'Ln to fafL 

Tlicn comes n spirited descri|ition oi the captmn calling tm 
ordenr and the men sliooiing as they haul on tht ropes. 

Tills mKHJx while iht pilgrinis lie. 

And have their bowls Cast them bv* 

And cry after hot malvcsy (=fnalii\ 5 cy wine) 

Tlicir hi'^Hlth for to 

And some would ha\'o a salted loafll, 

For they might cut licit hot bo tied nor roast 
A mfln might soon pay for their cost 
As tar one day Of twain. 

Some laid their boohs upon their knee* 

And re^td 50 long titcy might not see i 
' Aliis 1 my luead will cleave La three t * 

Thus suiTh another certain. 

A sack of straw were ihero right good, 

For some must he down on T.heir hoo<L 
I had as lief Lc in t he wtK>d 
Witlioiit nieai or drink; 

For w'hen that we shall go to bed. 

Tile pump is nigh to our bciFs head ; 

A man were as good &t to be dead 
As smell thereof the stink.I 

It is not stirprlsiog that uiciny pious persons preferred to 
perform their pllgrlimigcs by proxy* and sent men out to- visit 
t}je ibriiu^ and offer the iiocessiuy prayers 00 theh behall, 
either iii their lifetime or more often after their death. Legacies 
for such a purpose art of common qcciirpence in rnedtcvai wills. 
As early as fzj'4 a London dtsrcn, Geaifrey Godard, left money 
for a man to he smt to the floly Laud on the occasion of the 
next general pilgrimager, aiid in ijai a London merchant kft 
£20 for pilgrimages to be made to either the Holy Sepulchre or 
Mount SinaL and £7 for one to St. James. A amlmy later 
0 Yorkshij* rector ensured the safety of bis soul by a wide 




ffayjarin^ 


282 


distributiaii of his favours, providing for pflgrirqages to the 
famous Rood, 01 CTucffix, ai the North Door of Si. Paul’s, 
another Rood at Thorpe Bassett, tlu: shrines of the Blessed 
Virgin at Walsingham, Lincoln, GuislMfoogh. Carlisle, Scar¬ 
borough. and Dwicasier, St, Tlwitnas of Cafttrrbttry, St, Etlml- 
dreda of Ely, St, \^iILiatn of York, St, John of Beverley, and the 
other St. John of Bridlington. St. .Ninian of Whithorae Jn Scotland, 
and a few other saints, Katfu-tme of Aragon, the divorced wife 
of Henry Vfff, left money for a ituui to v'isit ' Our Lady of 
alamgliani , thnugh the prayers fur her.$ou! can hardly have 
ceased to echo through the chiirclt before her husband’s rtithlesS' 
hand IcU upon Walsingham and su'ept the treasures of the ahrine 
into lus coffers. 






RlBLlOGRAmV 


No arirmpt will tw loinlt: TO flvo ■pythifi^ qppmnt^hlfi^ M ^nmpfEtt 

list ill iImt iiilkii hJivfl b«tt mrittcB cm iho nj.iofl uljirl* t 

iintc toynbbil. r tfn canicut m iurfitaw * inw boofn which wtll tic foopJ 
in«fyl by Ktndfmtik fir te^nr*. whft wiili in iFiita nmr* aWiii miturB 
whtch I UflA-T, inifvitably, trpat-ed In lPn«t outUnp. ^Iimy o£ these buokii 
wilt In- found to wntain fnllBr Hibthi^rAphSw of thfir own. 

Aa Um M iddle A^ Ate thtov^ti ihn cye$ oi c^ntPhapomjy 

wntfirs I ifJiVfl Srit place to two books by G- G. CouilOU—.-4 
(^uTWff, and Lj/r /ris^n It* JJfrf W^/erwalii^. 

Doda iconeiisit o[ fexlract^ li^am medieval writcn. in thp ari|j|iD44l Enf^luh or 
in trdnslitiicm, dBAikiia wiih every udE ol lili? i Iho 5ofidf Ufr u nTran;^ 
nhO^ordlikg tr> Aiili|ei.l;9p while Lhs tTn^Hn fuu no kJnd oC fliirnn fi rmnn t. but 
Kffnrdl fiiw? miJEWl liwting, 

0( Iwobd dfioJing gEncmtlif with nty tiabjixl, H. W. C- D^vk."# 

En)*£\twi nnd T^lira SontaJ En^l^d bt^lth contain hemmI articles: and eitCeJ- 
teni llhistratioiie. Miss Pfopk ami t)ui;niivirt /fiiftfry (*f 

Bt/tty-day Tkiwj^ arc both very mdsW» anil ilSuttriimtive, JJi?Htion may 
also be made id Cutt4, and C^ai^fUti tj Agn ; AhrqEn. 

Enflnk Lift eh fkr Laitt Middft ; Cnullmi, am4 

Aps EMfhmti I Trpi'clyiiu, EKj^fartd ut i9\t Aj^i cf Il'yjr/i/; 11. S. Bennett, 
Tkt Pai$:irrt ani fAsir 

l-’or ‘Country Life's Hafold Prat*. TAf F.nghik : SeelwhiUta 

7 A# EmjglUk Cpwwunily : Vitiogf^doh. rn ^Jt^fund (fo^ 

advanced Ftniiionts-li ~ Orr^ //i?frPTy tf/ wf I lire 1 Tbondd Sim 

CfPEliftri#^ of IFifffA.iln'il U djfrfa, 

For ' H&port *% Strutt, SpifUt and pdjiinvju fml. Cu^ll ; Hadlio-t•Tohman, 
Tkf^ Afdtirt e/ C^tnt —pi fanicpue tifttviutli-c&ntuiy book on buuiutgp iKith 
bc^ulifill inustrTHiD&a. 

For ^tpwn Life': RIT*->v ifimmat* e/ tnod/jit^a Uu^ cotlei.'lkTn n| 
EXUnULtH Irciiti the City tetords, contniiiing a mswd od viuinj fnlnrmiiliaii; 
ihe AWor-if-t cd other towir*, Buch NtsTmeh. ].#icslef, NnttJh- 

amptun. anil Reading; UUiA livrmw H 4 rFu,i^i/r ii an Old Em^ihk Fxiunt ■ 
Met Green, T*^tm Up in lAe FsfUmih Cfntuwyi Gomme, Tkf e; 

; Itasant, Mtdifufti I.imdim ; Fuxicy. Ctivirmmtni e/ 5 

HugtlEn imd Lambonh Katriiifl^. 

For " Hunne : Thoniaa Wright+ M^nwrt nd Sr^imrwti 

Iff E7i]£ljitrd ; H^ilefrt HaU, Coinl Life mnde* Ov : Jh* Bahe^i 

i[?w* ^ Early linglmb Tuxs Soe.)—a faacrnatlnf coRoclton pl medieval booke 
oi etiiiimlte, dtc„ wilh exitedent nutni by I>r RunivatL 
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For * Rdi^kin ' 3 Ga^utl, Lift^ iitul M^nmfk L//^—botti tmeI- 

tthlr, tmt wTiiTcn with a itr&n^ K&Rtaii Catj^qHc hms, whkii nankeit llicm 

okett Cuiti^ PmttA P^tiitit amd iUiw Pfi?fiUt J«^ppP Tli 

coming 9f ik* A. IL TlujmiMcitj, £n|/iii * ttws tiwirtti- 

cimliity ( 1 / 

Fi^r " EdiM^ikii] ’. tb« *1 A, F IJiAih 414 cutd at iUH. 

Kiitwilitl, nnri fl:i!t£ 3^Sutlin|r:r un IZqlvmjLlea. 

Fbc * Arts vsit-l "; m£ 4 iibt» irray tw iiiadF (?f ttiE aTchitfctunit 

work* bf FruikcU Bbiuk. C J. Co«, [iml I^r. UtJuliy-: A. H 

FEt‘i'iiA AElO J|ir#fl'-iiif# ; p4tknr flnij Tnrnw, 

Muglhk ; IL $, Ftw>t. Pn^hth AjI i 

tbfl Mint writEt^s Ci^ky^i En^!M CA»rt\ 

Af nJ 4 ^ A nrl Llju Vf/lttmci nm li Vijr^und^rr pubtinliffl by Lbfr* KoysJ 
CiJUltiitHLfE}!! on Natianii] iJofiutliniti * Art tlilf4 ttuiicijj|ic* 5 at tkicturc^bbiiks 
Ol Fn^Ebih BIT 

F<rj Lttrnitiije^ T*#^tffJfiAfdn|Tbi|ftf; Kr.r, Eff)(Ink 

Llff¥lft^tt~^f^^^t^vat ^ JuSirruifclp Ultraty Himpy a/ ikt. ; 

411^1 itm'h ii]L CVI77^K1^^ jtitfivryof LUftAiurr. PdT lIlQSV 

who wifili tOcagsiilLoriRlnalA lot IhEMii^lves Uj« -wvt ki^cil the * TmW KnKi»h 
Tt*l StiCirty' ■.Tfr B library in rhcniH^livei, 4 tiij praf^cci iitiiL BOiH tuff 
B fwrictrt talne oi iuEoniiJiliHA- 

Fot L 41 W ab-e]: Ortt^f": mcot or tliB work^ on tTii* fttitijiKt art inti^iRS-HZ^d- 
Uji *pv£i£iiHts^-r FbllAck aui Miiibnit, ^/iiBoty 0 / p.n^fUh Law. The 
Coutf /^BreH ihflUl^o Soc.i n \ivid |r|^ixte ol b fftBottriBE itr 

i]|i70itiu»i» and tha |F[jlJlaJnicS KfCnnls of vatioui townt. itlrcflij.y 
tb, Eonluin g ijEjrja iltsi! OiS the t 4 llij?ct. 

Fbi - IndinuyunA Tr^cjti'; j the 

oJ A^kkbr, DmniFrgVan. jiRii tJpKm on " Economic fiuilory ': C, il. 

Hixhuty oj BbjjSoKd i Unwin, <>i/ 44 ‘i amti CompanUi 1 ?/ 

I'flf ' VViu-'. J, Hit ll-VM nvrf 0^ EJwmtit /; imrciry 

<i/ A*m 8>N< AtttiL'uf . Il■llllkf«. 
1*1 AtWJfUtrf »itd *N Cfu/r; Sir (-uy UVing, jittrij ttnd liv« 

nwjjiiitieiiut v.)lum*Fi ‘ H„:U.tr> ■! il» *j^i^:te tlial tubject it. th« 
HntanHum. *nil Ihjf wurk* ot Sj) WitllMiii Si Jlitl!l 

b'm' ^ya■|IIIIl ■ . l. iVfijjbj, l#Vntini*»Mi^ tn 11 rilmi Ltit^pt ; > 1 u 4 JVwcr. 
L^ghiX A'miprrfw 

Jw ' TrateJ ■: Jancrittiit, EnttuA L.ft m Kr As". 

Manluyt, 1 v&L 1. * 
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